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HWOOD AS POLITIC 








OLD DEPRESSION 
TRIX BACK IN 
ACT BUYING 


The depression tricks in nitery and 
cocktail lounge talent buying and 
selling are now being revived. The 
small, penny-pinching dodges that 
were virtually standard during the | 
showbusiness ebb of the ’30s, but | 
forgotten with wartime prosperity, 
are now beginning to reappear to 
the discomfiture of performers and 
agencies. , 

These practices have been dis- | 
covered only recently, when some of 
the larger indie agents started going 

(Continued on page 54) 


Strawhat Regulations 

Due for Revise Since 
*, 9 6 b 
Equity’s ‘Grad’ Rush. 
Regulations for summer stock are | 
likely to be radically revised this 
year, particularly concerning the 
“graduates” of strawhat drama 
schools. Latter mushroomed last 
summer to such an extent that Eq- 
uity now faces the problem of too 
many new juniors, who emphasize 
the unemployment. situation among 
actors. Last summer it was realized 
that the schools in the sticks were 
virtually selling Equity member- 
ships in exchange for the cost of | 
tuition, which ranges from $200 to 
(Continued on page 2) 














SHERWOOD SCRIPTS AIR Fevruary 


SEQUEL TO ‘LINCOLN’ 


On Sunaay, Feb. 8, the “Ford | 
Theatre” hour dramatic show on 
NBC will do a broadcast of Robert | 
Sherwood’s “Abe Lincoln In Illinois.” | 
On the following Sunday, a sequel 


to “Illinois,” called “Abe Lincoln In 


Washington,” will be presented for 


Latter has also been scripted b 
Sherwood. ee 


It marks the first time in radio. 
that a major playwright has written | 


a sequel to one of his notable plays 
for radio showcasing. 


In keeping with “Ford Theatre's” | 
policy of spotlighting radio rather | 
than legit talent, Karl Swensen will | Philadelphia 


play the Raymond Massey role 


both the “Illinois” broadcast and the | 


“Washington” sequel. 


Mull Pickford Statue 


f Toronto, Jan. 20. 

City fathers here are discussing 
a Proposal that a statue of Mary | 
Pickford be placed on front lawn 
of the new Hospitcl for Sick Chil- 
dren, site of which included Miss 
Pickford’s birthplace here before: it 
was demolished to make way for- 
the $7,000,000 building. 


Life-sized statue, which would de- 
Bict the then child actress in pina- 
fore and shawl draped round her 
head, would cost an estimated $3,000. 
Project is being pushed by the On- 





the first time on “Ford Theatre.” | 


!Thursday (22). 








tario Hotel Assn. 


Free ‘Movie Dances’ 


Minneapolis, Jan. 20. 

Is Petrillo listening? 

New gimmick being used by Uni- 
versity of Minnesota students at 
their Pioneer hall, believed first time 
anywhere, is a “movie dance.” The 
students trip the light fantastic to 
music provided by a name band 
that’s seen as well as heard—but not 
paid. Name band shorts are flashed 
on a screen for the dancers. 

A retail store near the campus 
sponsors the dances, and admission is 
free to the co-eds and their escorts. 





Lehar Eulogy On 


Air Stirs Protest 


Circles that care, principally 
among refugees in N. Y., have been 
stirring up a considerable hassle 
over the eulogy of Franz Lehar used 
recently on RCA-Victor’s Robert 
Merrill NBC show. Narrator told 
purported story of “Merry Widow” 
composer’s discovery by Yank troops 
in a small Austrian village at end 
of war. But it went on to handle 
Lehar as an innocent victim of 

(Continued on page 48) 


COMICS TO DO DRAMA 
AIR CLASSICS STRAIGHT 


Since every comedian supposedly 
yearns to do Hamlet, indie station 
WNEW, N. Y., plans to do something 
about it. Station has lined up a 
roster of top comedians for a series 
of 15-minute programs titled “Play It 





Straight,” which it will preem on 
Sunday afternoons, starting mid- 
Comics will do scenes 


from the classics, with regular ac- 
tors in support, and all will be paid 
(Continued on page 54) 





First Hub Origination For 
NBC 4-City Tele Show 


Boston, Jan. 20. 
NBC will air the first television 
show ever to originate in Boston 
over its four-city network at 2 p.m. 
Video preem is to 
be a salute to the Hub as the next 
major tele city, with NBC’s WBZ- 
TV scheduled to take the air some- 

time within the next two mo ths. 
Web is sending three image or- 
thicon cameras to Boston to give 


viewers in Schenectady, N. Y., 
i and Washington vari- 
in} us closeups of the city. Show is 


to be transmitted from Boston to 
N. Y. over the Bell System's re- 
cently-completed microwave relay. 
From there, it will be sent back to 
Schenectady by microwave and to 


| Philly and D. C. on the coaxial 


cable. 











Tops of the Tops 
Retai! Disk Seller 
“Golden Earrings” 

Retail Sheet Music Seller 

“Ballerina” 

“Most Requested” Disk 

“Ballerina” 

Seller on Coin Machines 
“Ballerina” 
British Sheet Seller 
“Apple Blossom Wedding” 


PRESURE GROUPS 
IN PIX TU6-0 -WAR 


Hollywood’s pictures are now in 
the middle of an intense tug-of-war 
among pressure groups out to cap- 
ture the film medium as a political 
plum. The slugfest in which right, 
center and left are trading blows 
finds films a primary political battle- 
ground. It’s the hottest battle in the 
industry’s history and it’s due, in 
part, to the recognition of the tre- 
mendous hold that Hollywood’s out- 
put has on the public. In the face 
of that battle, the industry’s yen to 
return to pure entertainment has the 
never-never quality of isolationism. 
| American pix, which built their 
| worldwide lure by dishing but en- 
(Continued on page 18) 


US. Performers Asked 
To Softpedal Salaries 
They Get in England 


Much objectionable publicity has 
been given the high salaries being 
paid WU. S. performers.for dates in 
England. Bookers representing the- 
atres and clubs in that country have 
begun to caution U. S. performers 
and their managers against re- 
vealing the prices they may be 

(Continued on page 54) 


Paris Actor Socks Critic, 
Nixes Challenge to Duel 


Paris, Jan. 13. 
Legit crix association headed by 














actor Samson Fainsilber. It’s trying 
to compel him to fight a duel. 
Otherwise it may sue him, so as to 
protect what it considers the critics’ 
privilege to print anything they like 
about an actor. 

Fainsilber, tired of four years 
claimed derogatory personal attacks 
from reviewer Jacques Lemarchand, 
got even with him by administering 
a sound beating. Then he refused to 
receive Fainsilber’s seconds, Denis 
Marion and Thierry Maulnier, when 
they tried to meet him to arrange a 
duel, contending that “the duel had 
already been fought.” 

He offered a return engagement in 
la boxing match, proceeds of which, 


who would write the most witty and 
courteous panning of an actor. 


Free Ticket Come-On 
Hypoes Grunters’ Gate 


Offering partial proof that tele- 
vision doesn’t cut into the gate re- 
ceipts of sports events, promoters of 
the Park Arena, N. Y., are utiljzing 





from the open-air Jerome Stadium 
last fall but didn’t do the biz they 
expected. Hopeful that they might 
be able to entice new fans by letting 
the public get a free look at the 
grunt-and-groaners, they staged a 
(Continued on page 48) 
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Edmond See is up in arms against | 


~ADAY FLA. CAFE DATE nat betore the ban received similar 


‘ne suggested, would go to the critic | 


tele to boost their gates, through the | 


cooperation of DuMont announcer 
Dennis James. 

Promoters moved their wrestling 
matches into the Park enclosure | 








What Disk Ban? 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
There are places in 
where the news of 
idisk ban hasn’t reached — just 
like the proverbial hills inhabitants 
who thought Teddy Roosevelt was 
still prez during FDR’s run. 
At any rate, there apparently are 
a lot of hillbillies who haven’t yet 
heard of Petrillo’s disk ban. A 
group of ’em waltzed into Joe Perry’s 
Decca office here last week and al- 
lowed as how they were ready to 
whoop up a couple masters of 
mountain music. They had “never 
heer’d” of the ban. 


Bowes Tele Hour 
As Vaude Basis 





4 
| 
| 











Television, which has gone a long | 
way towards reviving vaudeville in | 


its studios, is now planning to put 
vaude back into theatres throughout 
| the country. Completion of the cycle 
| will be effected through the “Major 
Bowes Amateur Hour,” tele version 
the former radio show, whieh 
preemed on the DuMont web Sun- 
day (18) night. (Reviewed in Tele- 
vision Section.) 

Plan calls for DuMont to work 
hand-in-hand with the Kaiser-Frazer 
organization, which has signed to 
_ bankroll the DuMont airings for 52 
weeks, Special DuMont bus is slated 
to hit a different city each week. 
The bus will carry a production staff 
to stage an amateur show in a 
major thevtre in each city, as well as 

(Continued on page 54) 


BERLE’S RECORD 156 FOR 








Miami Beach, Jan. 20. 

Milton Berle will get the highest 
| cafe salary in his career in a four- 
| day stand at the Copacabana, Miami 
, Beach, starting Jan. 29. Berle’s con- 
| tract calls for $15,000. Booking was 
made when it was learned 
George Jessel would have to cut 
short his engagement there by four 
days. Berle will leave New York 
| for Florida after his Tuesday night 
|airshow for Philip Morris, to work 
from Thursday to Sunday. 

Last season, Berle was signed to 
play the Copa at $15,000 per week, 
| but had to cancel out to prepare for 





| his airer. Berle will be followed by 
Maurice Chevalier, who's in at 
$22,500. Kay Thompson and the 


Williams Bros. come in after that. 

There had been reports Berle had 
| been signed to piay the Carnival, 
|N. Y., at $10,000 and percentages. 
| However, the William Morris agency 
| says no deal is on for Berle to play 
| that spot although Nicky Blair is 
/anxious to repeat Berle. Comic, two 
years ago, started a lengthy date at 
the Carnival at $7,500 and percent- 
ages, in which he collected around 
$400,000 in salary checks. 











Radio Editors’ 
Quality Rating 


Beginning This Week 
On Page 23 





this country | 
Petrillo’s 


that | 


| 
| 
| 


| 


j 
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‘LAZY’ EXHIBS 
RAPPED FOR 
BO. LAG 


Exhibs’ “lazy methods of theatre 
operation” are costing both them- 
selves and the producers potential 
boxoffice revenue, Mervyn LeRoy 
charged in New York last week. Vet 
Metro director, burned up at many 
theatres he had recently visited, 
beefed to Variety that house op- 
erators are failing to provide stand- 
ards of exhibition up to the tech- 





nical quality of the product they 
| Play. 

| “There’s no effort to help the pie- 
|}ture,” he squawked. “They just 


(Continued on page 2) 
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Musicians Say They're 
Willing to Record Even 
In Face of Petrillo Ban 


Various recording companies in 
New York have within the past 
week received concrete evidence of 
the dissatisfaction of some members 
of the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians with the recording bas 
ordered by that body. Manufac- 
turers have received letters from 
musicians who state their names and 
the number of the AFM local of 
which they are members, pointing 
out that the men are ready and will- 
ing to record at any time in viola- 
tion of the AFM’s ban, and if the 
companies in question contemplate 
any recording they wish to be con- 
sidered for jobs. » 

While individual manufacturers 
missives, no writer ever before spot- 
lighted his AFM membership, let 
‘alone citing his home local. 
| During the past couple weeks 
| there have been increasing rumors 
in N. Y. concerning the possible 
launching of a union rival to the 
| AFM, as there had been before, but 
‘it all remains conversation. 


METRO SEEKS AUTOBIOG 
OF SOPHIE TUCKER 


Metro is negotiating w:.th Sophie 
Tucker for film rights to her “Some 
of These Days” autobiography. Deal 
is being handled by the William 
Morris office. 

Judy Garland would play Miss 
Tucker. John Garfield may play 











| Ted Shapiro, long associated with 





Miss Tucker as her pianist, if he 
can find time away from his own 
Roberts Productions. 


Sinatra Files for Station 


Washington, Jan, 20. 

Frank Sinatra wants to turn 
broadcaster. In his own name, he 
filed an application with the FCC 
yesterday (19) for a license to op- 
erate a lkw daytime-only station at 
Palm Springs, Cal. 

Singer stated that he would air a 
daily platter program t:tled “Sia- 
atra Serenade.” 
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‘the situation and dropped like a hot 


were a number of reasons why this 
‘would not be practicable. However, 
‘despite the rocky road, effo.ts wil! 


Senator Wants Pic 


Self-Censorship 


As Price for Yankee Aid Abroad 





ashington, Jan. 20. 


An indication that the American 
film industry, if it wants help from 
the government in its overseas fiscal 
headaches, should impose strict vol- 
untary censorship on the type of 
films exported, was given here Fri- 


Metro Suspends Lana 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
Lana Turner was suspended from 
the Metro payroll for refusal to play 
the role of ¢4he Countess De Winter, 





day (16) by Senator HK. Alexander | 
Smith (R., NJ.). 
Smith, who was floor-managing | 


the “Voice of America” bill to pas- | 
sage through the Senate, declared | 
there was need for the various media 
such as pictures, newspapers and 
magazines to get some help on thaw- 
ing the funds they have frozen 
abroad. Earlier in the week, he told | 

j 


newsmen that the solution might be 
some sort of subsidy to the media. 


The measure appreved by the 
Senate was an amended version of | 
the Mundt bill, which the House | 
passed last June. It was passed | 
unanimously by the House yesterday 
and went to the White House for 
signature. New law will give legal | 
sanction to the “Voice of paar 4 
radio programs and other educa- | 


informational activities | 


tional and 


being carried on abroad by the State 
Department. Latter has had only | 
$12,000,000 for the work during the | 
eurrent fiscal year. The President's 
new budget asks only about $18,000,- 
000 for the next fiscal year. How- 
ever, a $4,000,000 program is being 
mapped and Congress will be asked 
to approve the larger sum. 


| 





No Real Opposition 

There was no real opposition in 
the Senate as the bill went through. 
In his statement to the chamber, 
Senator Smith declared: “The com- 
mittee feels that, while none of us 
wants to impose any type of censor- 
ship on the products of private 
American industry operating abroad, 
nevertheless there should be some 
way, by agreement with the produc- 
ers themselves, to maintain the 
highest possible quality of produc- 
tion. 


a femme heavy, in “The Three Mus- 
keteers.” 

The only sympathetic femme part 
in the picture is assigned to June 
Allyson. 


Samuel Goldwyn, Jr., To 
Produce Legit in London’ 


London, Jan. 20. 

Originally here for the last two | 
years to learn the art of film produc- | 
tion under Sydney Box tutelage, 
Samuel Goldwyn, Jr. is going in 
for legit production. 

His first venture is a new play by 
Gordon Glennon and Raymond Bar- 
ton, tentatively titled “Moon Over 
the Downs,” -which is skedded to 
open at the St. Martin’s theatre Feb. 
17, replacing “Dark Summer,” after 
tryout at Theatre Royal, Brighton. 
Miles Malleson is staging, with cast 
headed by Nancy Price, Ruth Dun- 
ning, Ian Fleming, Emrys Jones and 
Brian Forbes. 





Play. if a success, is likely to be | 


presented by Goldwyn on Broadway 
after its London run, with entire 


cast intact. 





Madeleine in N.Y. Play 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Madeleine Carroll will star in 
“Goodbye My Fancy,” play by Fay 
Kanin, which Michael Kanin, her 
husband, will produce on Broadway 
next fall. 

Comedy-drama deals with the re- 
turn of a glamorous congresswoman 
to her alma mater 20 years later to 





“What I mean by this is, for ex- 
ample, if we are sending motion pic- | 
tures abroad reflecting American 
life, there should be a pride among , 
the producers in reflecting the high- | 


est possible type of American life, | 


and ‘not send over some of the un- | 
fortunately cheap .type of films 
which 


seamy side of the American char- | special effects, 
acter 


“We .were particularly agreed,” 
declared the senator, “with the im- | 
portance of using private American 
agencies to the maximum extent 
possible in everything having to do: 
with the understanding of America 
abroad. By these private American 
agencies, I mean our press services, 


mercial radio service. 


“We believe that every effort 
should be made to facilitate these 
services and to this end we explored 
ithe possibility of ways and means 
iby which it might be possible to 
enable these. activities to expand 


‘through relieving them in some way’ 


of the embarrassment of foreign cur- 
rencies which they*’received for their 


services, and which were not con- | 


vertible. 


Recommend Hearings 
: “We did not find it possible to in- 
jcorporate in the pending legislation 


jany immediate provision that would 
‘take care of this matter, but we 
,earnestly recommend that hearings 
|be held on the subject and that sub- 


‘sequent legislation be passed to 
:make it possible for this type of pri-' 
ivate American service to be ren- 
‘dered more extensively. ! 


“Our committee is agreed that 
some formula should be developed 
whereby the foreign currencies 
‘might be translated into dollars, so 
that the publications rendering this 
very important service, can be given 


relief from their present dollar em- he felt Gable was perfect for “De- 


/ cision” and Judy Garland for the 


barrassment.” 


Senate Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee earlier in the week refused to 
include in the bill any provision to 
take care of such situations, but 
there was agreement that the situa- 
tion should be considered by either 
the Foreign Relations or Banking 
and Currency Committee. The State 
‘Department made a secret study of 


potato the idea that funds allocated 
to the “Voice of America” be used 
to bail out the pix companies and 
publications. It was decided there 


;}get an honorary degree. 











‘Lazy’ Exhibs 


Continued from page 1 








throw it on the screen. We spend 


represent the regrettable, | weeks getting lighting, photography, 


sound and all the 
rest. just as perfect as we can, and 
| then the picture is shown in a thea- 
tre. where the owner hasn’t shown 
the slightest interest in his physical 
equipment in years. No picture can 
be good in a house like that. 

“The screen illumination is inade- 
quate, the’ sound is rattly or tinny, 
exit lights are shining brightly 


our American periodicals, our mo-. right next to the screen or light is 


tien. pictures and our private com-. 


leaking in from the back, ushers are 
noisy themselves and letting kids 
run up and down the aisles like 
mad. How can any picture be any- 
thing but bad under that kind of 
lazy operation?” 

LeRoy ahd his wife, who have 
been in New York for the past two 
weeks, leave today for Boca Raton, 
Fia., for three weeks of vacation 
before returning to the Coast. Di- 
; rector was east to see Broadway 
productions of “Command Decision” 
and “Annie Get Your Gun,” the 
screen versions of both of which 
he'll meg. He. recently finished 
“Homecoming,” Clark Gable-Lana 
Turner starrer. 

Script of “Command Decision,” 
he said, will follow that of the play 
in having no women in the cast. 
Only changes, LeRoy explained, will 
be to give the screenplay more 
scope and motion, and to build up 
greater sympathy for the general, 
who is the hero of the story. 

“Why buy high-priced plays and 
then change them?” LeRoy queried. 
| He said he thought prices for plays 
jand books out of line unless a 
| studio has a setup that makes them 
}a natural. In Metro’s case, he added, 





Ethel Merman role in “Annie.” 

LeRoy promised that nothing but 
top-quality product would pour 
from Metro in about six months. He 
Said studio execs Louis B. Mayer, 
Eddie Mannix and Ben Thau were 
currently giving much of their time 
to clearing the decks of bad scripts 
and concentrating on an improve- 
ment in quality of the studio’s out- 
put. 

Director opined that he didn’t see 
how television could expect much 
in the way of good films made espe- 
cially for that medium when Holly- 





be made to help. 


tors” and “talented workers” to turn 


wood itself can’t find enough “crea- |’ 





| ‘292nd WEEK! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1948” 
E} Capitan Theatre, Hollywosd, Cal. 





feature length film production 
“BILL AND COQ” 
Released through Republic Pictures 


N. Y. Commish 
Denies Exhibs 
On Saloon Tele 


Acting New York License Com- 
i; missioner Patrick J. Meehan won't 
grant the request of Gotham’s ex- 
hibs that bars and saloons be re- 
quired to teke out an amusement 
license when using television sets. 
Nixing the proposal suggested by 
Fred J. Schwartz, veepee of the 
Century circuit and prez of the 
Metropolitan Theatre Owners of 
New York, Meehan told Variety 
that tele would continue to be 
treated as though it were radio. 


“I can’t see why it should come 
under the amusemént license,” com- 
mish said. “It’s not live entertain- 
ment and it’s not films. It’s closest 
to radio, and we'll treat it as such. 
Radio, of course, doesn’t require any 
license.” 
| Sehwartz, speaking for himself, 
pointed out that the number of bars 
and saloons that acted as small tele 
theatres, quite possibly exceeded the 
number of flickeries in the metro- 
politan area. The taverns, according 
to Schwartz, were getting a better 
deal from the city than regular the- 
atres, and licensing would be a logi- 
eal step. 

Meehan’s scotching of the move is 
parallel to action taken in Philadel- 
phia last year. At thiit time, Philly 
was considering a license tax but 
J. R. Poppele, prexy of the Televi- 
sion Broadcast Assn., successfully 
contended that tele was just one 











that only legislation would induce 
him to make the move. ’ 

On the other hand, Meehan said, 
bars using 16m pix would be re- 
quired to obtain the same sanction 
from various departments which 
theatres must do. They’d have to 
meet the requirements of the fire 
dept.; water, gas & electricity dept.; 
and building and housing dept. Sev- 
eral years back a few taverns were 
licensed to show pix, he added, but 
/ne recent applications have been 
| filed. 














N. Y. Court Dismisses 
‘Rebecca’ Plagiarism Suit 
Plagiarism suit filed by the late 

Edwina Levin MacDonald against 

Daphne duMaurier, Doubleday- 

| Doran, David O. Selznick and United 

Artists, for alleged infringement on 

hér copyrights in thé story and pic- 

| ture, “Rebecca,” was dismissed last 
week in New York Federal Court. 

Attorneys for Miss MaeDonald 
pepanet she had written a _ short 

'story in 1924, which she expanded 

‘into a novel in 1927 titled “Blind 

Windows,” both of which Miss du- 

Maurier allegedly copied for her 

; book? In dismissing the suit, the 
court ruled “Rebecca” had not been 

| copied from “Windows” and, there- 
fore, prodaction, distribution and ex- 

| hibition of the film were likewise not 
copied. 


° ’ ‘ 
Munsel’s Pic Bow 
Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
Patrice Munsel, Metropolitan 
Opera star, will make her screen bow 
in “Bright Destination,” to be pro- 
duced by Rouben Mamoulian, start- 
ing in March, 
Songvird, currently on a concert 
tour, will play the role of a trapéze 











out product for itself. 


performer. 


Watch for KEN MURRAY'S new | 


branch of radio, Meehan declared | 








~ Champion Curtain Roller 








went up and down?” Sidman 


said “I’m the curtain roller here.” 
saw a chance to have some fun so he got the fellow to climb up to 
the fly gallery and said now let us see how fast you can bring her 
down; the big roller came down and hit the floor with the sound of a 
pile driver. Then he said, “Take her up again and see if you can 
bring her down faster.” He had the poor man take it up and let it 
down about 12 or 15 times and then he came down all puffed out, 
Sidman told him that he was wasting his time in a town like that— 
he should go to New York to the Metropolitan Opera House where 
his great ability would be appreciated. 

He wrote down the address where to write to and said he would see 
that the manager of the Met would hear from:him pronto. I de not 
know if he ever became a curtain-roller at the Met oy not but we 
had a good laugh at the way he “took her up and let her down.” 


Quite a long time ago, while touring the one-night stands with 
Arthur C. Sidman, we struck a town’in Canada with one of the real 
old Opry Houses that had a front curtain with a round, barrel-like 
roller at the bottom that was very heavy and worked from a crank 
3 in the fly gallery. Thefe were two dressing rooms, one for the men 
and one for the females. After the performance we were all washing 
up when a very tall, simple-looking man came in the door without 
knocking. He looked around and seeing Sidman, who was the star of 
the show, “A Summer Shower,” he said, “How did you like the way she 


asked what he meant and he 
Sidman, who wag a great kidder, 


—Victor Moore, 





OSCAR DERBY RUNS 
WITHOUT TELEVISION 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 


Television may have come of age 
and may loom large.in the minds of 
filmdom’s future-scanners, but it has 
ino place at the Academy Awards. 
Jean Hersholt, prexy of the Acad- 
lemy of Motion Picture Arts and 
| Sciences, notified tele applicants that 
ithe board of governors had decided 
against televising the annual Oscar 
Derby March 20, because technical 
problems make the telecast un- 
feasible. 


Dorsey Bros. to Guest 
With Indpls. Symph 


Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey will 
work a guest stint with the In- 
dianapolis Symphony orchestra Jan. 
29, with the added possibility that 
a full band will somehow be 
worked irto the act with the symph 
crew. To do the date, which will 
benefit the 6fchestra’s pension fund, 
Jimmy Dorsey will fly from the 
Coast, where he has been resting 
since before the holidays following 
the breakup of his orchestra. 

Idea for the brothers to play with 
the symph stems from the week 
T.D.’s band played the Circle thea- 
tre, Indpls., last year. J.D. was in 
town at that time and during con- 
versations with Fabien Sevitzky, con- 
ductor of the orchestra, the guest 
idea came up. What they'll play 
with the symph hasn’t been decided. 


Strawhat Revise 


Continued from page 1 


$300 per youngster. The rules could 
not be suddenly changed, however. 

There are some legitimate schools 
of drama attached to a number of 
better known summer stock outfits 
but newcomer “managers,” mostly a 
young element, appear to have 
barged into the field. It’s claimed 
that they are able to net enough 
from their schools to live through 
the winter. There were few straw- 
hats during the war, with a natural 
upturn when gas and tire restric- 
tions were removed, but the estab- 
lishment of new vacation period 
drama schools partly explains why 
sO many stocks operated last sum- 
mer. 

Whether the stocks made money 
at the boxoffice was not evidently 
important so long as the schools had 
classes. Students were registered as 
apprentices and as such under Eq- 
uity rules could play bits gratis in two 
shows. They were paid $64, the min- 
imum, for the third play after which 
other apprentices took their places. 
In other words, new actors -and ac- 
tresses were being turned out in 
quantity, regardless of talent, the 
only cost to the school-stock people 
being the one week’s pay to their 
“graduates.” 

The new players were eligible to 
join Equity by virtue of the required 
standard stock contract for the one 
week they were “professionals.” 
That meant the embryos each paid 
Equity $100 initiation plus the first 
six.months dues which constituted a 
goodly income, but it’s claimed to 
have overloaded the membership 
list, for which reason it’s probable 
that summer stock-school grads will 
find it harder to join’ hereafter. 
Around 800 juniors are said to have 
joined Equity last’ summer, «nearly. 
all having been in stocks: 




















Austrian Province Bans 
Showing of Pabst Ritual 
Film Not Yet Completed 


Vienna, Jan. 13. 


The provincial government of 
Vorarlberg, province of Austria 
bordering on Switzerland, has in- 


formed the film owners association 
that it would be useless for them to 
sign contracts with the Pabst Film 
Producing Co. for its latest, not yet 
completed pic, “The Triak” Pres- 
entation will not be permitted. 
There has been much pro and 
contra on this production. It de- 
picts the legend of a ritual murder 
in Hungary around 1880 and was 
more or less intended as an antidote 
against the German film “Jew Suess.” 
The pros claimed that it is high time 
to impress the people how the Nazis 
lied. The contras, however, pointed 
out that though the Jews are shown 
in a good light, it would harm them 
and preferred that no propaganda 
film in their favor be shown. 
According to the constitution of 
the Republic of Austria, the central 
government in Vienna has no say on 
censoring films in the provinces. 


Bendix as Babe Ruth 
With Bambino’s Okay 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Bill Bendix, who has played the 
life of Riley on the radio, will play 
the life of Babe Ruth on the screen 
with the approval of the Bambino 
himself. 

Signing of Bendix for the title role 
in “The Babe Ruth Story” ended a 
six-month hunt by Roy Del Ruth, 
who will produce and direct the film 
for Allied Artists. ‘ : 








Enacting Juve Curfew 


Worries Chi Operators 
.« Chicago, Jan. 20. 

Latest try to enforce 1922 curfew 
regulations in Chicago has pic 
houses and operators of juve joints 
wrinkling their brows. A resolution 
to reactivate the old ordinance will 
be introduced by Alderman Frank 
Keenan at the city session on Jan. 
23. Keenan will ask for a 10 p.m. 
deadline. 

Curfew enforcement would be a 
hefty blow at nabe houses and Loop 
shows that make a heavy. demand 
weekend for late juve trade. 


Oscar Ballots Mailed 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Oscar Derby nomination ballots, 
12,000 in all, were mailed to eligible 
voters, with the polls closing at mid- 
night, Jan. 27. 
In addition, to 1,933 Academicians, 
the eligible list includes members of 
three studio guilds, the Screen Ac- 
tors, Writers and Directors. 








Rep.’s Anti-Red Pic 
Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
Republic has joined parade of 
anti-Red pix with $37,500 purchase 
of “Police State,” an original, for 
immediate production. Internation- 
ally localed, yarn deals with sub- 
versive activities of terror police “in 
front of and behind Red curtain.” 





Al Demond is doing the screen- 
play. i 
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R R Young Reported Unlikely to Enter| 
Bidding Race With Hughes for RKO 


It was said authoritatively by a? 
rep of Robert R. Young in New York | 


this week that Young and his back- 
ers will not enter into a bidding race 
against Howard Hughes for control 
of RKO. In any case, despite official 
confirmation during the week that 
Young was interested in acquiring 
RKO or United Artists and Hughes 
had talks regarding RKO, trade 
sources were of the opinion that a 
sale of RKO was now unlikely until 
the Supreme Court decision 
spring in the industry anti-trust 
suit. 

With the Government pushing for 
the complete divorcement of theatres 


from distributing and producing 
companies, RKO’s value would be 
drastically changed should it be 


forced to dispose of its circuit. On 
the other hand, should a divorce- 
ment ruling be handed down, UA, 
which has no theatres, would be in 
a comparatively better position than 
now. 

Spokesman for Young, quizzed fol- 
lowing the latter’s public statement 
Monday (19) of his interest in UA 
and RKO, confirmed that an RKO 


deal was likely now only if the 
circumstance should prove excep- 
tional. 


Regarding’ the fact that Hughes 
was also interested in getting RKO, 
Young’s rep said his group was 
merely standing by with a watchful 
eye. Young’s group willing to step 
in for investment purposes if the 
terms and conditions were right, but 
it would enter into no sort of com- 


(Continued on page 18) 


Korda Seeks Garbo For 
Film as Duff-Cooper 


Joins Him in French Co. 


Sir Alexander Korda will arrive 
in New York from London over the 
weekend, with one of the purposes 
of his visit a Muddle with Greta 
Garbo. He hopes to clinch a deal, 
inaugurated by his reps, for her to 
appear in a film for him next sum- 
mer. 

Negotiations are much hush-hush 
as yet, but it is understood the film 
will probably be made in France if 
the deal goes through. Property is 
a biography of an historical figure, 
calling for costumes. 

British producer will be in the 
He will 
not visit Hollywood. He'll bring 
with him a print of his second re- 
lease for 20th-Fox, “Anna Ka- 
renina,” in which Vivien Leigh is 
starred. 





Duff-Cooper Heads New Setup 
London, Jan. 20. 
Sir Alfred Duff-Cooper, former 
British ambassador to France, has 
joined Sir Alexander Korda as 
(Continued on page 22) 


* 
Goldwyn Compromise 
‘Dp: , se, 9. ope 
On ‘Bishop’s Wife’ Title 

Goldwyn Productions has deter- 
mined on a compromise between 
retaining “The Bishop’s Wife” title 
as is and switching it to “Cary and 
The Bishop’s Wife.” Official billing 
will continue. to be the original tag, 
but all advertising in the future will 
carry, in addition to the title, a line 
Stating “See Cary and the Bishop’s 
Wife.” 

The “Cary,” of course, refers to 
Cary Grant who stars in the film 
with Loretta Young and David 
Niven. Neéw line has proved so suc- 
cessful in hypoing biz in tests in 
Chicago and Miami that it was de- 
cided to use it for all engagements. 
Aim is to avoid the idea, apparently 
held by much of the potential audi- 
ence, that it’s a religious picture 
rather than a comedy. 

Fiim, in its early dates under the 
old label, was getting little teen- 
age trade. Teen-agers invariably 
are more frequent theatregoers than 
any other group. Under the new 
billing, trend was reversed, with the 
Pic in its first week outgrossing by 
20%, at the Colony in Miami Beach. 
Goldwyn's “Best Years of Our 
Lives,” despite the latter’s upped- 
admission policy. 








this | 











Jack Warner Sidesteps 
Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Jack L. Warner has sent out 
word to have his name removed 
from company shield on all but 
top-budgeters. He’s been listed 
for years as exec producer on 
all pix. 

Move is in line with recently 
announced “B” program, first of 
which*is “The Fighting Terror,” 
now lensing. 








Morgenthau And 
Gamble Team On 
Mich. Circuit Buy? 


Ted Gamble, northwest and mid- 
west circuit operator and prez of the 
Theatre Owners of America, is re- 
ported dickering for control of the 


Butterfield theatre chain. Henry 
Morgenthau; former Secretary of the 
Treasury, has put up part of the coin 
for the proposed acquisition, accord- 
ing to one report. Gamble formerly 
served under Morgenthau as dol- 
lar-per-year 
Treasury’s bond drives. 

Butterfield circuit is a 99-theatre 
chain blanketing most of Michigan. 
Paramount holds a one-third inter- 
est in the circuit and RKO has an- 
other 10%. Latter company, it’s un- 
derstood, is ready to unload under 


the partial-divorcement provision : of- 


the anti-trust decree. 


Acquisition of Butterfield by the | 


Gamble-Morgenthau combine would 
mean the first entry of Morgenthau 
into the film biz. Coin of Si Fabian, 
head of the Fabian circuit, may also 
be in the deal. Fabian, it’s said, 
trekked to Michigan last year to 
look over the properties. 


VOTION MAPS SERIES 
OF BRITISH ACTIONERS 


Jack Votion, upon arriving in New 
York Friday (16), from England, de- 
clared that he hadn’t “resigned” but 
was “fired as RKO’s European rep.” 
He interpreted his dismissal as a 
“natural result” of the current wave 
of Hollywood's foreign retrench- 
ment. Meanwhile, he’s launching a 
program of “action” pix to be pro- 
duced by himself in Britain. 

Votion’s plans call for production 
of some six films over a four-year 
period. Built around the legendary 
Robin Hood character, Dick Turpin, 
pictures will be budgeted about 
$320,000 each. Votion hopes to ex- 
pand his sextet into a series similar 
to the Hopalong Cassidy pix. 

Commenting upon the 75% tax im- 
passe, Votion opined there'll be no 
immediate adjustment of the situa- 
tion as long as Britain’s primary 
need continues to be food. Further- 
more he felt that when the British 
aren’t even permitted gasoline for 
driving, it’s a cinch they’re not going 
to write off the film tax. He expects 
to stay in New York about two 
weeks, then goes to the Coast. with 
his entire U. S. visit to be of some 
three months duration. 


Pine’s 14-City Swi 
ine $ ity Swing 

Bill Pine, of Paramount's Pine- 
Thomas unit, in New York last week 
as part of a nationwide 14-city tour 
to put his finger on the pulse of the 
country, left for Atlanta over the 
weekend, last city on his tour. 
Jaunt’s an annual affair which Pine 
says he finds necessary to keep his 
perspective. 

Producer returns from Atlanta to 
the Coast, stopping at Albuquerque 
en route to check on plans _ for 
preem of “Albuquerque,” P-T’s first 
$1,000,000 production. Pine said he 
expected the unit to turn out one 
such high-budgeter yearly, in addi- 
tion to its six to nine programmers 
each 12 months, 








FREE-FOR-ALL 
Ad PRIGE WEDEE 


By IRA WIT 


The color market, traditionally a 
| one-company regime in the film in- 
| dustry, shows every sign of breaking 
|into a rainbow of competition. A 
new processes, or old ones 





rash of 
| lately refurbished and improved, are 
being readied to signal a hot scram- 
ble for producers’ business. What’s 
likely to break out—or, at least, 
that’s the filmmakers’ pet dream—is 
a competitive free-for-all which may 
drive down the steadily climbing 
price level of tinters. 

Where there was only one method 
in the U. S. actually in use for fea- 
tures a few years ago—Technicolor— 
and one other abroad—the German 
Agfa color system—there are now at 
east a half-dozen already employed. 
| And, all in “all, the following sys- 
tems will be purportedly used before 
11948 fades out: Technicolor, 
\color, Agfa color, Ansco color, Tru- 
color, Thomascolor, Fullcolor, Amer- 
color, Vitacolor, Polacolor, Techni- 
color’s monopack, Dunningcolor and, 
finally, another process which East- 
|man Kodak is now feverishly work- 
ing on. 

Already, there’s a big pitch on by 
the come-latelies and plenty of be- 
hind-the-scene maneuvers to snare 
the most lucrative end of the busi- 
ness—the making of color features. 





‘ | One w.k. color outfit quietly offered 
man heading up the} 


several majors to do a newsreel in 
tint, gratis, to demonstrate how well 
the job could be handled. With the 
pressure to show the industry what 
any particular process (excepting 
the top few) can do, there are indi- 
cations that many more such offers, 

or at greatly reduced price levels, 
‘will be bandied about: > ~ : 


The promised splurge of colors in 
the past few months, motion picture 


(Continued on page 20) 





Report Tom Connors 
Heads Group Seeking 
To Buy Fila. Circuit 


Group headed by Tom Connors, 
former v.p. in charge of distribu- 
tion for 20th Century-Fox, is re- 
ported negotiating for purchase of 
the 28-theatre Talgar circuit in 
Florida. Connors, who had been 
negotiating for sales-topper posts at 
Eagle Lion and Film Classics, is un- 
derstood to have transferred his in- 
terest to obtaining theatres. 

Talgar is a combo of the houses 
of M. C. Talley and Baylis B. Gar- 
ner. They were formerly associ- 
ated with the Florida State circuit, 
a Paramount partner. 


CRAMBLE FOR TINTER BUSINESS 





Cine- | 


\Govt. Drives Hard for Divorcement, 
Practically Ignoring Side Issues; 
Competitive Bidding Faces Attack 





April-May Decision 

Supreme Court timetable now 
indicates that the film industry 
will know its fate in April or 
early May. Government’s anti- 
trust suit will be argued during 
the first week in February and 
decisions are currently follow- 
ing arguments by 60 to 90 days. 

With the Dept. of Justice ham- 
mering strenuously for divorce- 
ment of theatres from produc- 
ing and distributing companies 
as the only cure for alleged 
monopoly, the tribunal's de- 
cision will undoubtedly be the 
most significant ever faced by 
the industry. 


Ruggles-Rank 
Split Deferring 
Bing’s Brit. Pic 


London, Jan. 20. 
Bing Crosby’s projected trip here 
this summer as the leadoff American 


star to play for J. Arthur Rank may 
be delayed because of. difficulties 
which have sprung up between thé 
Rank organization and Wesley Rug- 
gles. 


‘It’s reliably reported that Rank is 








|}now dickering with Ruggles to buy 


up the American producer’s unex- 
pired contract after a fallng out on 
“London Town,” the $2,000,000 musi- 
cal which Ruggles made for the 
Britisher. Previously, Ruggles had 
been given the important assignment 
of producing the Crosby pic in Eng- 
land. Only recently he trekked to 
the Coast to huddle with Crosby on 
story properties. 


Rank’s board of strategy has de- 
(Continued on: page 22) 


Johnston at Prot. Lunch 


Motion Picture Assn. of America 
prez Eric Johnston is scheduled to 
speak at a luncheon at the Hotel 

aldorf-Astoria, N. Y., next Tues- 
day (27), when the Protestant Mo- 
tion Picture Council will hand out 
its first annual’ award for the out- 








standing entertainment picture of 
the year. 





Bliz’ Clips Biz in Many 


Cold waves, snow and blizzards 
are the big headaches this week for 
exhibitors in most key spots covered 
by Variety. Results of this unfavor- 
able weather is reflected at the 
boxoffice, with only the hardiest 
fare measuring up big. Over-supply 
of extended runs also is putting a 
crimp in total business for many 
keys, week being featured by the 
number of new pictures being un- 
veiled in scatterd spots and by the 
way business is evenly split up. 

Greatest moneymaker continues to 
be “Road To Rio” ¢€Par) with “Cap- 
tain From Castile” (20th) moving 
up into second place (from third) 
among the top eight boxoffice lead- 
ers. “Wild Irish Rose” (WB), which 
was in second slot last week, has 
sagged to fifth position, being mostly 
holdover in some il keys. Third 
place goes to “Swordsnran” Col), 
being strong in a majority of cities 
where playing. 

“I Walk Alone” (Par) finished in 
fourth. Others in the Big Eight 
“Bishop’s Wife” (RKO), “Sleep, My 
Love” (UA) and “Gentieman’s 
Agreement” (UA) in the order 
named. Pacing the runners-up are 
“Unconquered” (Par), “Senator Was 





‘Swordsman,’ ‘Rose,’ ‘Bishop’s’ 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Keys — ‘Road,’ ‘Castile,’ 
Best Grossers 


Indiscreet” (U), “High Wall” (M-G) 
and “Daisy Kenyon” (20th). 

“Walk Alone,” which opens at 
N. Y. Paramount today (Wed.), is 
pacing the new films in Washington. 
It’s a topper in Baltimore and Phil- 
adelphia, being smash and likely 
new record in latter. It also is big 
in Frisco and fancy for second week 
in Detroit. 

Of newcomers, “Night Song” 
(RKO) is doing nicely in .Detroit. 
“Secret Beyond Door” (U) is barely 
good in N. Y. and “Ideal Husband” 
(20th) is big if not sock in same 
city. “Treasure of Sierra Madre” 
(WB) looks good in L. A., and “You 
Were Meant For Me” (20th) is fine 
there. “Prince of Thieves” (Col) is 
rated okay in same city. Another 
new film, “Sleep, My Love” (UA) 
thus far is spotty but good to solid 
in several cities. “Paradine Case” 
(SRO) is strong in both keys where 
it’s now current. 

“Good News” (M-G) is fine in 
frigid Denver: “T-Men” shapes 
stout in Philly. “The Flame” (Rep) 
looks sturdy in Baltimore. 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 11-13) 


‘| forceable.” Heretofore, it 





+ The Government is driving hard 


and straight for theatre divorcement 
almost to the exclusion of side is- 
sues, its 136-page brief, served on 
the majors this week, made clear. 
Its demand for a forcible sale of all 
affiliated theatres is so strong that 
the brief even discounted the Dept. 
of Justice’s own alternative remedy 
of a cross-licensing ban as only a 
partial and interim solution of the 
monopoly snarl. As a result, there’s 
little doubt that the February hear- 
ing before the high court will pivot 
on the _ all-important divestiture 
question, 

For the first time in the history of 
the action, the Government turns its 
guns on competitive bidding, tag- 
ging it “inadequate” and “unen- 
Was cone 
tent to let disgruntled exhibs carry 
the ball against the decree’s method 
of selling. It’s too late for competi- 
tive bidding the D. of J. asserts, be- 
cause indies “in a weakened condi- 
tion” from long years of monopoly 
can no longer compete successfully 
with majors for product. 

The brief flatly declares, and re- 
prises insistently, that “the only way 
in which the domestic film market 
can now be opened to competition is 
by divorcing the major defendants 
from their affiliated theatres.” Else- 
where in its book, the Government 
sums the alleged inadequacies of 
any milder decree by .saying: “So 
long as this power (integration of 
studios and theatres) continues, any 
form of license regulation is futile.” 

What’s more, the brief demands 
that: divorcement of partially-owned 
theatres be carried out by compul- 

(Continued on page 18) 


CHI SYNDICATE ANTES 
MILLION FOR INDIE PIX 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
Joseph Justman, owner and opera- 
tor of Motion Picture Center, an- 
nounced the influx of fresh coin, 
amounting to $1,000,000, to be used 
for secondary and completion finan- 
cing of indie producers on his lot. 
Cash, Justman said, comes from a 
Chicago investment syndicate which 
is breaking into film-financing for 
the first time, 
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BC Follows CBS Lead in Probing 


Old Radio Scripts for Picture Use 





Opening of a tremendous new? 
gource of possible screen ideas and 
stories is seen in a current move by 
the National Broadcasting Company 
to follow the Columbia Broadcasting 
System in analyzing its stockpile of 
scripts aired during the past 10 to 
15 years, Plan is. to make suitable 
ones available to picture companies. 
Almost 50000 scripts are estimated 
to be in the stockpiles. . 

Projects at both networks are 
now headed by former execs of 
eastern story departments of film | 
companies, In enlarging their staffs | 
for the task of analyzing potential | 
yarns, both NBC and CBS are plan- | 
ning to take advantage of the ex- 
perience of former employees of 
pic companies’ eastern story depart- 
ments, now jobless as the result of 
filmdom’s economy. 

Peter Martin, former eastern story 
editor of Universal, is in charge of 
the project at NBC, while Arthur 
Heineman, former aide to Columbia 
story editor Janet Wood, heads the 
CBS operation. Heineman replaced 
Beatrice Buchman, wife of Colum- 
bia Pictures producer Sidney Buch- 
man, who was given a leave of ab- 
sence because of illness. 

Pending before the NBC board is 
an appropriation to enlarge Martin’s | 
staff to 12 to 15 members. Dick Mc- 
Donough, head of the script depart- 
ment, who will be in overall charge, 
estimates they will have in excess 
of 20,000 scripts to go through. 
Whether the brasshats appropriate 
coin for the enlarged staff hinges on 
what Martin turns up in his current 
preliminary survey, McDonough 
said. 

Both networks will make any 
suitable scripts available for tele- 
vision and possible rebroadcasting 
via radio, although they expect that 
any large profits will lie in the film 
company sales. 

“We have a tremendous treasury 
of scripts,” McDonough stated, “and 
in any case we want to know for 
our own benefit what we could pos- 
sibly re-use, what would be suitable 
for television and what would be 
suitable for films. It is on that basis 
that I have recommended the proj- 
ect to the board.” 

Nate Halperin assistant to the 
president of CBS, who is in overall 
charge of the operation there, went 
to the Coast from New York over 
the weekend for huddles regarding 
the story properties. 








Seek ABC Show for Pic 
Holly wood, Jan.-20. 

Trend of film producers to return 
to radio for scripts, dormant for the 
Jast several years, has been given 
added impetus with negotiations be- 
tween Stanley Kramer’s indie Screen 
Plays outfit and ABC producer Bob 
Redd for filmization of “Point Sub- 
lime,’ ABC network show. 

Shortage of good originals and the 
high prices being asked for novels 
and plays are among the reasons for’ 
Hollywood's interest in radio stories. 

. Even one-shot airers are being 

filmed. with others seen possible as 
a result of CBS and NBC having 
offered their script backlogs to film 
producers, | 

Pmphasis has been on series stuff, 
like the currently-lensing “A Date 
with Judy,” Paramount's erstwhile 
“Henry Aldrich” and Celumbia’s 
“Whistler,” “Dr. Christian” and 
“Crime Doctor” pix. 


METRO STORY EXECS DUE 
FOR STUDIO HUDDLES 


Metro story chief Carol Brandt 
and eastern story editor Olin Clark 
trained to the Coast Sunday (18) for 
several weeks of huddles with studio 
officials. One of the chief items on 
their agenda will be to discuss 
Metro's forthcoming resumption of 








production in England with Ben} 
Goetz, M-G’s British | production 
chief. 


Goetz is slated to sail from Eng- 
land aboard the Queen Mary, Jan. 
28, and will spend several days at 
the New York homeoffice before pro- 
ceeding to the Coast. Metro hopes 
to start lensing “Secret Garden,” first 
film earmarked for its Brifish Elstree 
studios, early in the spring... Film 
had been delayed because Deborah 
Kerr, its star, expected a baby, born 
a couple of weeks ago. 

Clark and Mrs. Brandt are also! 
expected to help sift Metro's tre- | 
mendovus story backlog, some of | 
which is to be placed on sale be- | 
cause of the cutback in production. | 
Backlog reportedly represents a 
$7,000,000 inventory. 


20% Prod. Saving 

Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
Cooveration by stars, directors 
and others connected with film- 
making has cut production costs 
20% since this time a year ago. 
That statement was made by 
Joseph C. Gilpin, who spent 21 
years as production manager at 
Columbia and .Warners before 
he became veepee at Entérprise. 


MPAA Aide Sounds Off 
For Industry in Push 
To Sell ‘Positive’ Side 


Motion Picture Assn. of America 
last week sounded off on a network 
radio show last week (14) when 
Margaret Young, its film-title regis- 
trar, guested on Martha Deane’s 
women’s program on WOR, N. Y. 
Her guestar was part of the MPAA’s 
hypoed public relations drive to sell 
U. S. filmgoers on the positive side 
of the industry. 

While revealing interesting odds 
and ends about operations of the title 
office, Miss Young put across the 
basic theme that the film industry 
was trying to erase all traces of 
crime and immorality from its pro- 
ductions. She said the MPAA. board 
of directors amended the code pro- 
visions to eliminate gangster titles 
and stories after some studios tried 
to press the cycle of “Dillinger” and 
“Roger Touhy” pix. 

She was careful in stressing, how- 
ever, that the MPAA was not a cen- 
sorship office, “as popularly sup- 
posed.” “There is,a system of self- 
regulation within the industry,” she 
said. “We do not bluenose or censor 
titles or pictures. We have a system 
by which we set down our own rules 
and then go about complying with 
those rules.” 

Miss Deane, whose show has the 
highest Hooperating of its type, also 
kudosed the industry by declaring: 
“It is being held up as a shining ex- 
ample of an industry that took itself 
in hand, rather than waiting for 
somebody else to do it.” Instead of 
waiting for some official censorship 
body to be formed, she said, the in- 
dustry admitted its weaknesses and 
set about to correct them. Miss 
Young’s guest shot, she pointed. out, 
was giving the public a chance to 
hear about “the sound, solid and 
substantial” aspects of the industry 
instead of the over-publisized glamor 
angles. 

Miss Deane ‘also plugged MPAA 
prexy Efic Johnston for his “pro- 
gressiveness” in appointing a woman 
to head the film registrar’s office, 
making Miss Young the only woman 
executive in the MPAA. Latter re- 
vealed that 4,000 titles pass through 
her hands annually with about half 
winding up in discard due to dupli- 
cation or objectionable wording. 


UA CUTS FOREIGN JOBS 
IN ECONOMY MOVES 


United Artists is abolishing several 
foreign posts in further efforts to 
reduce costs. Jobs are division man- 
ager and assistant division manager 
for Europe and the Near East. Wil- 
liam M. Levy, who held the division 
managership, and Harold W. Auten, 
his assistant, have resigned and are 
back in this country. 

Sam Bekeris, regional supervisor 
in South America, quit to take a 
similar post with Eagle Lion. In 
other changes abroad, Douglass R. 
Ornstein was named acting general 
manager in India, succeeding Frank 
Kennebeck, who resigned because of 
illness and returned to the U. S. 

Company also lest the head of its 
European Service Organization with 
the death of Alfredo Ayulo in Paris 
last month at the age of 49. 


Kramer te London for SRO 


Milton Kramer, attorney and 
chairman of the board of the Selz- 
nick Releasing Organization, planed 
to London Saturday (17) on a com- | 
bo of SRO and his own legal busi- | 
ness. He ii meet in Paris with SRO 
foreign chief Laudy Lawrence for a 
review of the distribution setup 
abroad. Anticipated on the agenda 
will be discussion of a replacement 
for Paul White as Continental rep 
headquartering in Paris. White ar- 

















rived back in the U. S. last week. 


Kramer will, return to New York 


lern Ecstasy,” 


Economy Drive Spurs 
Use of Originals at RKO 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Original stories are coming into 
their own at RKO as a result of the 
current economy drive. Production 
schedule for the next 12 to 18 
months reflects the trend away from 
high-priced novels and plays. Of 
the 22 scripts now in work or be- 
ing prepared at RKO, 15 are in the 
original-story category. 

Representing a variety of back- 
grounds, the originals include “Bal- 
timore Escapade,” “Bed of Roses,” 
“Mr. Whiskers,” “Edué¢ation of the 
Heart,” “Honored Glory,’ “A Mod- 
“Lewis. and Clark,” 
“Mr. Music,” “File 342,” “Beyond 
All Doubt,” “Bodyguard,” “The Long 
Tunnel,” “Follow Me Quietly,” an 
untitled original and an 
treatment of “Ivanhoe.” 


Also on the studio’s schedule are 
“The Boy With Green Hair,” “The 
Long Denial,” “Blood on the Moon,” 
“Every -Girl Should Be Married,” 
“The Captain Was a Lady,” “Dark 
Medallion” and “Our Son Pablo.” 


Par Cutting Story 


Buys to Minimum 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 


Paramount is cutting story pur- | 
chases to a minimum in its economy 
drive, having combined story and 
writer departments, with Richard 
Sokolove out as story head on ex- 
piration of contract, and writers’ 
head Frank Cleaver taking over both 
departments. Cut in readers to a 
bare minimum is also in the cards. 


Studio is now combing past re- 
leases for screenplays which can be” 
remade with different casts. Pur- 
chases never filmed are also being 
rescanned, Large number of latter 
has been gathering dust at studio for 
years. . 


original 





Sokolove Quit Par 


Richard Sokolove, who came to 
Paramount in 1945 after serving as 
Al Lichtman’s story assistant at 
Metro, checked out over the week- 
end as head of Paramount's story 
department. 


FOUNDATION SEEKS 506 
FOR INITIAL EXPENSES 


The Motion Picture Foundation, 
which aims to raise a minimum of 
$10,000,000 as a revolving fund for 
industry beneficiaries, has slated a 
$50,000 curtain-raiser. The lesser 
sum has been fixed by the finance 
committee, headed by Si Fabian, to 
pay for immediate administration 
expenses. It'll be sought forthwith 
and the probabilities are that the 
$50,000 will carry MPF through its 
first year. — 

The administration coin is to be 
raised by assessing each of the 31 
exchange areas. MPF committees 
and trustees have been set up al- 
'ready in all but a few of these sec- 
tors. There’s $1,000,000 in pledges 
from Paramount and its partners in 
the national till but, as yet, no hard 
cash to pay for costs as they crop 
up. 

Meanwhile, finance committee is 
braintrusting ways and means of 
raising the main $10,000,000. Com- 
mittee held a meeting last week in 
New York in which initial progress 
was made. Another meet is to be 
held within three weeks. 


Economy Wave Rolls On; 
20th Cuts Mpls. Staff 


Minneapolis, Jan. 20, 


As the industry’s economy wave 
gains momentum, the axe continues 
to fall on film salesmen’s heads here. 
20th-Fox has joined other local ex- 
changes in paring down its selling 
staffs. It has let out Harold Lund- 
quist and Harry Buck and will func- 
tion with five salesmen instead of 
seven, Jack Cohan, branch manager, 
announced. Lundquist owns’ a 
neighburhood theatre her: and will 
devote himself to its operation. Buck 











has connected with Columbia in Des 
Moines. 


‘Practically all other Minneapolis 
branches have dropped salesmen 
during recent mgnths and more dis- 
charges are believed to impend. Of- 
fice staffs also have been cut to the 
bone. 
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Feature-Length Docimentaries, Tele 
Offered as Solutions to Shorts Sar] 
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No More Politics 
H@llywood, Jan. 20. 


John Ford-Merian Cooper-Ar- 
gosy production of “War Party” 
will be released as “Fort 
Apache.” 

Audience research survey in- 
dicated people thought title had 
something to do with Republi- 
cans, Democrats or some other 
political party. 


Goldwyn Follows Layoff 
Pattern, Fires Entire 
N.Y. Story Department 


Hollywood’s perennial. hunt for 
screen properties suffered another 
whack in the interest of economy last 
week with layoff by Samuel Gold- 
wyn of his entire New York story 
department, Producer followed the 
lead of other indies and two of the 
|}majors in eliminating completely 
the scouting for material in the east. 
Companies that have continued to 
maintain New York departments 
have trimmed them considerably 
since the economy wave set in last 
September. 

Goldwyn let out Carolyn Stagg, 
Frances Bolton and Shirley Silver- 
sher. Mrs. Stagg had stepped up to 
acting head of the department with 
the departure of Miriam Howell last 
summer. Mrs. Bolton is the wife of 
Coast publicist Whitney Bolton. 

Put Duggan, Goldwyn v.p. in 
charge of stories and scenarios, re- 
cently shifted his office to New York 
from the studio. He'll handle the 
editorial activities himself, sending 
to the Coast for reading whatever 
he’s not able to take care of. 

United States Pictures, Milton 
Sperling’s' indie unit releasing 
through Warner Bros., also recently 
ceased its eastern story activities 
with departure of editor Elizabeth 
Carver. Enterprise dropped its hunt 
for story material in New York some 
months ago when editor Phyllis 
Blum was handed an enforced “leave 
of absence.” 

Columbia and Universal, among 
the majors, have abolished their 
eastern and foreign story depart- 
ments completely. The other com- 
panies have considerably trimmed 
their staffs in New York and*all but 
cut them out completely in England 
and the Continent. 

Least cutting has been done by 
20th-Fox. A two-month leave of 
absence was granted last week to 
editor Bert Bloch, but that was 
purely as a result of his health. He 
has been recuperating from an ill- 
ness which permitted him in the of- 
fice only part time; he’s geing south 
for a more complete recovery. His 
assistant, Henry Klinger, will be in 
charge during his absence. 

Among indies retaining New York 
story diggers are David O. Selznick, 
who employs Elsa Neuberger; Hal 
Wallis, who employs Irene Lee, and 
Cagney Productions, for which 
Peggy Bleakley is in charge in New 
York. 


Kelly Back to U.S. 


Arthur W. Keliy, United Artists 
exec v.p., returns to the U.S.<omor- 
row (Thursday), from England. He 
will be accompanied by his wife. 

Kelly has been in London about 
eight weeks on a variety of UA mat- 
ters, He went over primarily to look 
into J. Arthur Rank’s merger of the 
Odeon circuit, in which UA has an 
interest, and his General Cinema 
Finance Corp. 

While abroad, the UA tepper also 
arranged a deal with Gaumont-Bri- 
ish for exhibition of a number of 
the company’s films which were in 
London vaults when the 75% tax be- 
came effective and so are not subject 
lo it. He likewise huddled on pro- 
duction for UA in Britain. 


N. Y. to iN A. 
Ed Gomersall 
William B. Levy 
A. J. O’Keefe 
Harry Romm 
William Shéldon 
George Weltner 


N.Y. to Europe 
Bernard Delfont 
Wilfred Eadie 
Otto Koegel 
Milton Kramer 
Murray Silverstone 


























+ Caught in a paradox of increased 
customer demand for documentary 
shorts and vanishing profits for 
them, producers are currently scout. 
ing new methods of handling the 
fact-films. Two ideas suggested by 
Phil Reisman, Jr., RKO-Pathe edi- 
torfal supervisor and scripter on the 
“This Is America” series, are ex. 
pansion of the shorts into feature. 
length documentaries for theatres or 
booking them to television Stations, 

Filmgoers, according to Reisman, 
are educated beyond the traditional 
12-year-old level usually accorded 
them and “have lived through a lot 
of reality during the last 10 years.” 
Their reception of documentaries, 
consequently, is growing increas- 
ingly sympathetic. Despite this. ex- 
hibs still fail to give shorts any mar- 
quee space, necessitating their self- 
exploitation through word-of-mouth. 
In addition, Reisman said, produc- 
tion costs on documentaries ‘or any 
shorts) have risen 40-60% during the 
last several years, while exhibs con- 
tinue balking at paying higher 
rentals, 

Conceding that the solution to 
these problems is still theoretical, 
Reisman believes that production of 


feature-length documentaries might 
provide the answer. “If you can’t 
sell documentary shorts for what 
they cost,” he declared, “make 60- 


minute fact films and sell them for 
the bottom half of that double bill. 
Many a ‘March of Time’ or ‘This is 
America’ could be expanded to six 
reels of more solid, entertainment 
than a lot of present-day features.” 

Reisman expects television to pro- 
vide an increasingly profitable mar- 
ket for documentaries. “Screen-for- 
screen,” he said, “television will 
offer overwhelmingly greater distri- 
bution potentialities than theatres, 
with cost becoming a decreasing fac- 
tor as new types of lensings are 
worked out.” Reisxnan also believes 
there will be a growing market for 
commercially-sponsored documen- 
taries, since some theatrical outlets 
are being made available for high- 
quality industrial films. The “pay- 
to-play gimmick may have to carry 
the freight if the producers and ex- 
hibitors can’t,” he said. 


Gross Rentals Dip 
For Six Companies 


Philadelphia, Jan. 20. 
A dip in gross rentals by six film- 
producing companies during the 
third quarter of 1947 was revealed 
in a quarterly sales data report of 
American corporations made public 
by the Securities and Exchange Com-* 
mission yesterday (Monday). The 
companies embodied in the report 
were Columbia, Loew’s, Monogram, 
Republic, 20th-Fox and Universal. 
The aggregate total rentals of 
these companies during the third 
quarterly period (June-Sept.) was 
$120,248,000, as compared with $125,- 
456,000 for the second quarter 
(April-June). Total for the third 
quarter of 1946 was $121,642,000. 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Neil Agnew 
Gordon Bau 
Norman Blackburn 
Richard Brooks 
Edward Cheyfitz 
Jerry Colonna 
Kirk Douglas 
Margaret Ettinger 
Cynda Glenn 
Irving Goldstein 
Jed Harris 
Eric Johnston 
Otto Kruger 
Gilbert Kurland 
Danny xaye 
Walter Lantz 
Arthur Loew 
Hal Maag 
Howie Mayer 
Jack Mehler 
John Mock 
Charies C. Moskowiiz 
Buddy Pepper 
Robert Presnell 
William Saal 
Sidney Strotz 
Marie Van Slyke 
Herbert J. Yates 


Europe to N. Y. 
Richard Adinsell 
Sir Thomas Beecham 
Osmond Borradaille 
Peggy Cummins 
Maurice Dekobra 
Raymond Duncan 
Julien Duvivier 
Sir Alexander Korda 
Joseph Mankiewicz 














Spyros Skouras 


R. G. Wilmot 





1 BE et 


a 





te ee 








a a ie See Ole, ot. ot Od Gt A, ot 2 


ow pe eis ee 2 oo em 4 Ue letter elu 


am of Ge on ek Oo 


{ 
I 
{ 
1 
( 
{ 
d 
1 
( 
I 








PICTURES 





_Wednesday, January 21, 19428 . 


$135,000.000 HWOOD BACKLOG 


91 Pix: $135,000,000 'Atkinson, Chi Projectionist Leader, 
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Following is a list of the eight 


major distribution companies, with 


the number of films each has completed but not yet released. Total 
of 91 pictures in the overall backlog is believed to represent an in- 








State Dept. Preps Intervention in Brit. 
Tax Tussle, With MPAA Bowing Out 


With séttlement of the Anglo-¢ 
U. S. tax tussle getting nowhere, it’s 
now understood that the U. S. State 





4 Duvivier to Scout 


TOP-PIX PLAYOFFS 
MAKE BIG DENT 


ment of some $135,000,000. Number 
of backlog films piled up at this time 
last year was 110, while the majors 
had 129 awaiting release in the fall 
of 1946. 


While most of those pix in the 
present backlog were started after 
the’ studios instituted various re- 
trenchment programs, and so in- 
volve lower budgets than they would 
have previously, most companies 
have two or three pictures that went 











Thomas, charging breach of contract | 


in the production and release of the 
film “Albuquerque.” 

Actress declares Randolph Scott’s 
name is printed in larger type than 
her own, while her pact calls for 
equal billing. 


Majors Map New 





Reported Strong Election Opposition 


vestment of some $135,000,000. 
Company Black and White Color Total 
ColumPia ......+.-seeeee- sere: 3 0 3 Determination of the film com- 0 S in Oves nsur ents 
Metro ....-secssesseesseeeces: 4 7 il panies to play off their costly pic- 
Paramount .....-+-+-ee-eeeees 4 4 8 tures before the boxoffice slumps 
BY ia cree tens crceneee nents 7 : any lower, coupled with a letdown oad ae a 20. , 
2Oth-FOK ......ceces-cveses : in production. has made a: unusual | ° H lile the national convention o 
United Artists ................ 12 2 14 lee into the ahions? backlog of Britton Seeks 100G In | the International Assn. of Theatri- 
Se a ae J _|ssmpleted tims, tent major astip | ‘Albuquerque’ Billing Row |r. ci"tiere ‘ae crong repos her 
e THECO VE eo etwene hs o Fase oe ae ss ~Smecname currently have a total Los Angeles, Jan. 20 that George Atkinson, ‘business man- 
. Total 69 22 91 ee of 91 J aygien ens mn- | Barbara Britton filed suit in L. A. | ager of the local projectionists’ 
eceereccee: Se cneveve-ce “ae ns mg in t oon _ Rpt ge, | super ior court for $100,000 damages | union, will take the field as rexaaceyl 
eteased, representing a total invest | against Paran.ount and. Pine-/tio, candidate to 


Richard Walsh, 
IATSE prexy. Atkinson, it’s said, is 
being groomed by powerful dissident 
forces in the IA as their challenge to 
Walsh. The rapid inflation of com- 
modities in the U. S. coupled with a 
complaint that wages of locals in the 
IA have failed to keep tempo with 
the boost in prices, is being used as 
an argument for Walsh’s defeat. 
Atkinson was rumored as Walsh’s 
opponent in the last electoral bat- 





Dept. is about to step into the situ- Tahiti for Korda Pic tle, two years ago, but the challenge 
ation to clear the way to a new ; pa 9 : Mad be the floor early last year. They © |never developed openly. Instead, in- 
agreement. Eric Johnston, prexy of | Julien Duvivier, French director, | started rolling before the combined a @s all or ] | surgent cohorts na med William 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- | @'Tives in New York from London |foreign market breakdown and do- | Bennett, of the District of Columbia’s 
ica. it’s said, has decided neither he | tomorrow (Thursday ). He is on his | mestic b.o. slump necessitated a cut stagehands’ local, as their banner 
nor any executive of the film biz | Way to Tahiti to scout locations for | jn production costs. In addition to New sales plan announced for the | carrier. In the St. Louis conven- 


can make a deal. Only if the tangle 
is handled on a Governmental level 
is there any hope of peace, John- 


ston now believes. accompanying him on the trip t0/as 20th-Fox’s “Forever Amber” and | several of the other majors since the | margin. : 

State Dept.’s intervention, now de- | Screen possible locations. Pair will |«Captain From Castile,” and Para- | Jackson Park decree was handed| Number of IA officials, including ; 
cided on, will cure the string of dif- |be in New York for two weeks be- | mount’s “Unconquered.” Rapid re- | down last November. Metro, for one, | some in Walsh’s camp, concede that t 
ficulties which the MPAA’s reps ran | fore taking off for San FranciscOy/tease of such product is ‘the chief |has been working on a similar zoning’) the Jocals are more restless than ever } 


into while trying to deal with the 
British cabinet. Because of the 
lesser status of private business in- 
terests, MPAA met disconcerting de- 
lays in attempting to set up meet- 
ings with British officialdom. It’s a 
different matter entirely, however, 
when the U. S. Ambassador or one 
of his top aides consults with his 
opposite number on official Govern- 
ment business. 

Passing the hot tax potato to the 
State Dept. will meet the approval 
of a number of industry groups, 
particularly the Society of Inde- 
pendent Motion Picture Producers. 
Latter outfit has been plugging all 
along for that step, claiming that 
only the Government can untangle 
the ‘tax mess. SIMPP and others 
figure that films are properly a part 
of the entire international situation 
and that the U. S., armed with the 


a film—title of which is undisclosed 
as yet—for Sir Alexander Korda. 
Camerman Osmond Borradaille is 


from which they’ll leave for Tahiti. 


Exhibs’ $1,100,000 
In ASCAP Savings 


American Society of ‘Composers, 
Authors and Publishers last week 
again put off initiation of its pro- 
posed 300% boost in theatre seat 
taxes, and it’s now figured that ex- 
hibs have already saved a total of 
$1,100,000 from the delays. That fig- 
ure for the five and one-half months 
in postponements is reached on 
ASCAP’s own estimate of $3,500,000 
yearly, which the society believes 
will be garnered in extra revenues 
from the theatre boost. 








the backlog, moreover, several of 
the majors have high-budgeted films 
just beginning to be released, such 


factor in trimming the backlog. 

Hand-in-hand 
market .downbeat is the fact that 
few pictures have been able to show 
much staying power in_ recent 
months. To fill the breach caused 
by shorter playing times, the ma- 
jors have been forced to step up 

(Continued on page 20) 


WITH 6 RELEASED, 20TH 





Still marking time on 
step up substantially the number of 
monthly 20th-Fox releases, sales 
chief Andy W. Smith, Jr., has set 
three films for distribution during 
February. With the same number of 
pictures released last month, 20th 
has a long way to go to turn out the 


with the domestic | 


Chicago territory last week by 20th- 
Fox sales chief Andy W. Smith, Jr., 
has been under consideration by 


system for competitive bidding but 
still has a few minor details to solve, 
which gave Smith the opportunity | 
to beat M-G to the punch. 

Major distribs have been rushing | 


tories to conclusion through fear 
that the Jackson Park decree may 
spread to other sales areas through- 
out the country. 
a spread have already been started 





| by other exhibs who are reportedly 


HAS 42 TO GO IN ’48. 


plans to 


ready to institute legal proceedings 
| against the majors on the complaint 
that their houses have been dis- 
criminated against in a manner 
RKO last week gave notice it was 
encountering difficulties in operating | 
|} under the i decree by asking the 
court for a fuller definition of the 
ruling. 

Majors are believed to have come 


— 


their sales policies for the Chi terri- | 


Rumblings of such | 


| 





similar to that of the J, P. theatre. | 


| tion during the summer of 1946, Ben- 
| nett put up a hot fight for the IA’s 
|top seat and lost out by a narrow 


| now. Inflation, they say, has already 
spurred two rounds of general hikes 
in labor’s pay and demand for an- 
| other is in the works. It’s admitted 
that many of the IA locals are dis- 
satisfied with the boosts that they’ve 
gotten to meet spiralling costs, and 
there’s a tendency, rightly or not, to 
shunt the blame on the national’s top 
officialdom. 

What makes a really hot battle 
likely at the convention is the fact 
that a number of old line stage 
hands’ locals are champing at the 
bit. They’ve been the backbone of 
| the Walsh support in the past. Mean- 
while, Atkinson’s friends are point- 
ing to the fact that he leads the pro. 
jectionists’ union, which now gets the 
highest pay scale for that classifica- 
tion in the [IA—$2.25 per hour. 

Defeat of Joseph Basson in his re- 


(Continued on page 20) 





Marshall plan, is in a position to Officials of exhib organizations, 48 features which Smith recently | to the conclusion that a combination 
smooth the path towards free inter- | however, think the total consider- | announced for 1948. of competitive bidding and flexible 
national trade. . | ably higher on the ground that| Included in the February slate | clearances offers the only surefire 
Meanwhile, London reports dis- | ascAP wants to play down the total | are “Call Northside 777,” James | method of preventing other theatres ACLU Tells Supreme Ct. 
aoe Sow Premneeatist hand igre of added coin. Two delays have now | Stewart starrer; “You Were Meant | from filing similar complaints to the 
scene, Now it's said, the British | °°" snared by the Theatre Own od ee" ——, yond Peron J. P. action. Although 20th-Fox Big 5 Theatre Control Is 


government is getting set to freeze 

remittances on all films which en- 

tered the country before the tax 
(Continued on page 20) 


AVC Claims Catholic Vets 
Forced ‘Verdoux’ Off N.Y. 
Screens Via Picket Lines 


“Monsieur Verdoux,” Charles 
Chaplin’s controversial treatise on a 
murderous French bank clerk, is 
currently sparking a duel between 
two veterans’ organizations on the 
censorship issue. Charging the 
Catholic War Veterans had pressur- 
ized the film off New York screens, 
the metropolitan area council of the 
American Veterans Committee has 
booked a protest showing of “Ver- 
doux,” Saturday (24), at the Central 
Needles Trades high school. 





ers of America. Last week’s ex- 
tended the time to March 15 from 
the previous starting date of Feb. 1. 
Prior to that, TOA won a four 
months’ standoff from Oct. 1. 


TOA, which has been talking set- 
tlement with ASCAP for the past 
few months, is asking for a payoff 
meet sometime between the 20th and 
27th of the current. It’s sought at 
that time because Ted Gamble, TOA 
prexy, arrives in New York on the 
20th and Robert Coyne, exec direc- 
tor of the group, heads south of the 
| Mason and Dixon line on the 27th. 
| They, along with Si Fabian, TOA 
| veepee, and Herman Levy, general 
counsel, head the unit’s delegation 
gabbing settlement. 


Coyne is due in Richmond, Jan. 
29, on the first leg of a series of ex- 
hib meets. He’s slated to be in 
Memphis on the 30th; Charlotte, Feb. 
1; and then Dallas, Feb. 3-4. After 
the Dallas confab, he returns to New 
York. 








'man’s Agreement” 


Years,” a Sol Wurizel production, In 
addition to the six films marked for 
general distribution during January 
and February, 20th also has “Gentle- 
still playing spot 
bookings. It’s expected to go into 
general release in March. 


Milder in N.Y. Prior 
To Warner Coast Talks 


Max Milder, managing director for 
Warners in England, arrived in New 





| York, Friday (16) from Europe ac- 


companied by his wife. He is stay- 
ing in town this week for homeoffice 
huddles, then leaves for the Coast 
for confabs with Jack Warner. He 
declared the company’s Teddington 
studios recently reopened after a 
modernization program, with the 
firm also building another plant at 
Elstree. 

Milder failed to throw much light 
on Warners’ British production plans 


officials didn’t admit it in so many 
words, that’s believed to be the 
motivating factor behind Smith’s 
| institution of the new plan. By 
dividing each territory into zones that 
(Continued on page 18) 


SCHINE GETS FCC OKAY 
TO OPERATE RADIO STA. 


Albany, Jan. 20. 

The FCC this week approved the 
Schine theatre chain’s purchase of 
the majority stock in the Patroon 
Broadcasting Corp. for $101,500. 
Construction of a transmitter and 
studios for WPTR, Albany, is ex- 
pected to follew shortly. This 
marks Schine’s entrance into radio 
ownership. 

According to the blueprints, the 
10,006-watter will be used as a tal- 
ent showcase for New York and 
other radio centers, Station will be- 
gin operations in about two months. 





Vv 


Ist Amendment Violation 


Theatre ownership by the Big 
Five was lambasted as a threat to 
freedom of the press and speech in 
an amicus curiae brief filed by the 
American Civil Liberties Union this 
week with the U. S. Supreme Court. 
Basing its appearance in the Gov- 
ernment anti-trust suit on the broad 
ground that monopoly violates the 
First Amendment to the Coxstitu- 
tion, ACLU maintains that control of 
first-runs and deluxe houses limits 
the access of indie producers to the 
sereen. 

First Amendment, which protects 
freedom of the press, must be held 
also to protect the right of the pub- 
lic “to enjoy the benefits of maxi- 
mum diversification” and “competi- 
tion of ideas in the production and 
exhibiting of films,” brief declares. 
Hence, divorcemeni is demanded as 
a way of broadening the outlet of 


AVC’s pitch, according to a other than pointing out Transatlan- | Commission earlier nixed bid of | filmmakers. 
am, is to publicize the claim tic’s “Under Capricorn,” an Ingrid | Si Fabian’s competing pic chain for | The big producers, ACLU con- 
at mass picketing of “Verdoux” Bergman starrer, is slated to roll this | an Albany station when it vetoed | tends, have established “an economic 


by CWV’ers had intimidated exhibs 
to the point where they’ve refused 
to book the film. It’s the’ AVC’s 
contention that the Loew’s circuit 
dropped its bookings following let- 
ters of protest from the CWV. Cath- 
olic org also threw a mass picket 
line around theatres in Newark 
(N. J.) when the film was played 
there. Loew’s execs at the time 
Claimed “Verdoux” was pulled only 
because it wasn’t doing business. 


Gen’l Service Capacity 
Hollywood, Jan. 20. 


With three pix shooting, General 
Service Studio is taxed to capacity 
for the first time in more than a 
year. Peak load will continue 
through first six months of the year, 
James Nasser, who owns and oper- 
ates studio, reported. 


Sufficient films are lined up to 
keep all seven stages occupied. Now 


summer. Amount of the company’s 
unreleased product in Britain also 
was parried with the statement, 
“that’s a delicate question.” Here 
primarily on a holiday, Warners’ 
British chief last visited the U. S. 18 
months ago. 


WELTNER TO COAST 


George Weltner, Paramount’s for- 
eign dept. chief, pushes off for the 





application ‘of the Van Curler 
Broadcasting Corp., headed by 
Fabian and his family, to take over 
a wavelength vacated by WOKO. 


‘Christ’ Cast Sailing 
For Rome Production 
Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
Cast toppers sail for Rome Friday 


for work in Rod E. Geiger’s produc- 
tion of “Christ in Concrete.” Film is 





dictatorship over one of the world’s 
three greatest media for the dis- 
semination of ideas and materials of 
persuasion and public opinion.” Big 
Five, together with their “satellites,” 
Universal, Columbia and United 
Artists, own theatres yielding 45% 
of nation’s b.o. receipts, it’s said. 
From that follows a restriction of 
films chiefly to the companies’ own 
productions. 

Harold J. Sherman and H. William 


With lensing are Robert Goiden’s “Texas, | Coast this week. He joins J. B. Per- e : 
directly ty See talon Pie. Heaven and Brooklyn,” which rolled | kins, Par’s managing director for slated to go before the cameras in Fitelson filed the brief as ACLU at- 
ture Chapter of the AVC challenged | Monday (19); Sam Bischoff’s “Pit-| Britain, who's at the studio now, | the Eternal City the first week in torneys. Wendell Berge, former as- 
the former to a debate on the sub- | fall” and Eronel’s “Argyle Secrets.” | and other execs in huddles on future | February. sistant attorney general in charge 
ject. CWV. however, has refused | Nasser also stated that skeleton.| product. They'll also gab effects of Passage on the Polish-American of the anti-trust division when the 
the challenge. Film has been the | stage, started more than year ago, |the continued British tax impasse on line has been booked for Luise | suit was first brought, also signed 


Subject of controversy since its re- 
lease on the charge, among others, 
that Chaplin is a Communist. 


and on which construction has been 
halted since, will be completed, with 
j work to resume almost immediately. 





production plans. 


Weltner will return in several 





weeks. 


~ 


Rainer, Albert Dekker, Karen Mor- 
ley, J. Edward Bromberg and Shel- 
ley Lewis. 





the brief, as did James L. Fly, for- 
mer chairman of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission, and others. 
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“The Best Years” 





"A sharp bead on the next Oscar for sure. Cary Grant in the very 
finest of his many fine screen characterizations.”’ 


| “Superbly treated entertainment. Surefire boxoffice. The good taste 


and artistic scope of the film is a tribute to the directorial guid- 
ance of Henry Koster.” 


“Royal entertainment expertly fashioned into boxoffice fare. In 
England, the Command Performance picture. On this side of the 
Atlantic, the Demand Performance film.” 


"In the best tradition of the screen’s prime purpose. In ‘The Bishop’s 
Wife’ exhibitors have a highly exploitable picture of which they 
may be proud.” 


| “An outstanding entry in fine entertainment. One of the outstand- 


ing moneymakers of the year. Excellent. The screenplay of Robert 
Nathan’s very popular novel was written by Robert Sherwood 
and Leonardo Bercovici, and to that credit must go the applause 
for much of the charm and story presentation.” 


“The seal of Samuel Goldwyn, without variance a warranty of 
merit. Perhaps there has never been anything to excel it. A happy 
idea blossoming into a happy picture.” | 


“Builds up an overall pattern of beauty and significance. The net 
effect is a moving, substantial and constantly entertaining film.” 


RELEASED BY RKO RADIO PICTURES. INC. 
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The Naked City 


Universal-International release of Mark 
Hellinger production (Jules Buck, associate 
producer). Stars Barry Fitzgerald. Direct- 
ed ty Jules Dassin (Fred Frank, assistant 
director). Screenplay, Albert Maltz and 
Maivin Wald, from story by Malvin Wald; 





camera, William Daniels; editor, Paul 
Weatherwax: mutic superviser, Milton 
Sebwarzfeld; wusic, Miklos Rozsa and 
Frank Skinner. Tradeshown in N. Y., Jam. 
20, °48. Running time, 96 MINS, : 
14. Dan Muldoon.......-- Barry Fitzgerald 
Frank Niles.....-cceesse0s ...Howard Duff 
Jiutés Morrison. ....-<-+++....-Dorethy Hart 
Jimmy Halloran. .csce.sees++*+- Don Taylor 
Garzah.......-.cscocesseoes- Ted De Corsia 
Dir. Stomeman....cccess e+. - House Jameson 
Mrs. Halloran...-.scccesess:- Anne Sargeant 
Mrs. Batory. ..ccrcsecscsesss Adelaide Kiein 
¢ Mr. Batory......ccccceses: Grover Burgess 
: Detective Perelli.....:.....--.---Tom Pedi 
i Shek: MERON és escsdsccuaetses Enid Markey 
Captain Donahue.......--. Frank Conroy 





i New York City can be a pretty ex- 
citing place in which to live, as 
Mark Hellinger told it. In “The 
Naked City”—the producer’s last pic- 
ture—Hellinger filmed a magnifi- 
cently realistic kaleidoscope of. the 
metropolis in action. Made entirely 
in New York, it lays bare a city 
caught with its haunts down. It cant 
miss at the boxoffice. 


“Naked City” has only a_ single 
star, Barry Fitzgerald. Yet, its b.o. 
Pp are not to be measured in 
terms of stars. There’s hardly a rec- 
ognizable name in the cast—from a 
film b.o. viewpoint—but that doesn’t 
matter. It is the unfolding of this 
story that must assume the stellar 
rating. The word-of-mouth on “Cry” 
should be phenomenal. 

“Naked City” is a boldly fashioned 
yarn about eastside, westside; about 

roadway, the elevated, Fifth ave- 
nue; about kids playing hop-skip-and 
jump; about a populace of 8,000,000 
—about a blond beaut’s mysterious 
murder in an upper-westside apart- 
ment house, It is the murder that 
forms the basic narrative for “Naked 
City,” and whenever Hellinger dealt 

Lin blondes, homicide squads, news- 

apermen and thugs, he was always 

n his metier. “Naked City” has all 
of these. ; ; 

Hellinger’s off-screen voice carries 
the narrative. At the very opening 
he describes New York, with the aid 
of a mobile camera, and its teeming 
humanity. Kids at play. Subway 
straphangers. Street vendors on Or- 
chard street. Then that blonde with a 
questionable background who is mys- 
teriously murdered. The kind of a 
story that Hellinger, one of the great 
tabloid crime reporters of the bath- 

£3 $ tub-gin era, used to write. 
ea Through the pic the producer's 
voice punctuates and bridges the 
film’s incidents. 
The homicide squad running down 
infinitesimal clues, roundup of sus- 
pects, all the detail that goes with 
great crime-reporting — these have 
been told with painstaking detail by 
Albert Maltz and Malvin Wald in 
their screenplay. 
In this pic there are no props. A 
Manhattan police station scene was 
photographed in the police station; 
a lower eastside cops-and-robbers 
chase was actually filmed in the lo- 
} cale; the ghetto and its pushcarts 
were Caught in all their realism. 
Throughout, despite its omniscient, 
stark melodrama, there has been no 
sight lost of an element of humor. 
Barry Fitzgeruld, as the film's focal 
point, in playing the police lieuten- 
ant of the homicide squad, . strides 
through the role with tongue in 
cheek, with Don Taylor as his young 
detective aide. They creditably han- 
dle the lead roles, while lesser per- 
formers who stand out are 
ie Duff and Ted De Corsia. Most of the 
a others are in for bit parts, all o? the 


PEE EBs 





players, incidentally, excepting Fitz- | * 
Y erald, being recruited from New 


ork legit or radio ranks, 
Sa The direction by Jules Dassin was 
ua crisp and sharply points up the dra- 
, matic content as does the excellent 
camera work of William Daniels. 
The music score by Miklos Rozsa and 
Frank Skinner always helps activate 

the mgs“ 

Yes, New York has been made 
into a pretty exciting place by Mark 
pene “Naked City” can stand 
as a fitting memorial. Kahn. 


Call Northside 777 


20th-Fox release of Otio Lang production. 

Stars James Stewart; features Richard 

Conte, Lee J. Cobb, Helen Walker, Di- 

rected by Henry Hathaway. ‘Screenplay, 

¥ i Jerome Cady, Jay Dratler; adaptation, 

tae Leonard Hoffman and Quentin Reynelds 

fi from articles by James P. McGuire; cam- 

; era, Joe MacDonald; editor, J. Watsen 

fi j Webb, Jr. Tradeshown in N. Y., Jan, 19, 
*48. Running time, 111 MINS. 

WES sks 406 CR pas ea ense James Stewart 

# Frank Wiecek....csscecesss- Richard Cente 

ie Bridn Keélly....cccccccceos..-..Lee J. Cobb 

; Laura McNeal...e..o-+.+....Helen Walker 

; @ Wanda Skutnik....c.seee.+e-s. Retty Garde 

' ey) RS Perr Te se Kasia Orzazewski 

: Helen Wiecek-Rayska..,..Joanne de Bergh 

i PE EP Howard Smith 

Parole Board Chairman.......Mereni Olsen 

{ BO DOR. bic vecssdiiveseses John McIntire 

| ; pe Sy ae ae ore .Pau) Harvey 

t ONIN cok bcc deve cseeeee J. M. Kerrigan 

Judge Charles Moulton....Samuel S. Hinds 

Tomek Talesita....rcescccesss George Tyne 

; WR < Hho 5 2a0 6 0R0b 2 ar tess Richard Bishop 

| : j ee eee eres Otto Waldis 

; Prank, IP. cccvsrcoccsvevecse Michael Chapin 

; ; Jan Gruska...... eeeeceverceers John Bleifer 

: - Jehn Albertson...........Addison Richards 





Charles Lane 





, § Latest documentary from 20th-Fox, 
aay *Call. Northside 777” has all the 


separate ingredients for a sock film 
but registers only with a mild impact 
due to a lack of integration. Although 
following the surface pattern of such 
clicks as “The House on 92nd Street” 
ii and “Boomerang,” this pic has a 


faltering pace, an uneven realistic 
focus and only a thin dramatic point. 
Its potential at the wickets will hinge 
chiefly on its attractive title 
cast names. a 
Among the film’s principal draw- 
backs is James Stewart's jarring — 
unpersuasive ormance in 'y 
role. As a Chicago reporter who's 
assigned to dig up a human-interest 
angle out of an ll-year-old murder 
case, Stewart shuttles between a 
phoney cynicism and a sob-sister 
sentimentalism without ever jelling 
the portrait into a recognizable 
newspaperman. His over-theatrical 
flaws become even more glaring 
against the expertly controlled thesp- 
ing of the other players. 
Henry Hathaway’s direction marks 
a retreat from. the documentary 
form. Instead of consistent realism, 
he lapses into a hybrid technique 
with plenty of hokey melodramatic 
tones. His handling of the relations 
between the city editor and reporter, 
for example, is only a modified ver- 
sion of Hollywood’s stereotyped 
glamorization of a newspaper office. 
Based on a celebrated miscarriage 
of justice in 1932, when two innocent 
men were sentenced to 99 years 
apiece for killing a cop, the screen- 
play constructs a serviceable plot on 
the factual groundwork. Film, how- 
ever, tends to wander aimlessly in 
an over-sized running time. Hath- 
away is forced to pad the pic with 
some highly interesting visual gim- 
micks, such as the operation of a 
lie detector machine, a photo fac- 
simile unit, a photo-developing tank, 
etc. But while interesting in them- 
selves, these digressions don’t help 
to fuse the story elements into a 
tight structure. 
Title is derived from a personal 
ad placed in the Chicago Tjmes- 
Herald by the mother of one of the 
prisoners offering a $5,000 reward 
for information leading to the re- 
lease of her son. Answering the ad, 
Stewart uses it as a peg for a series 
of human interest stories about the 
case. Initially skeptical, he’s pro- 
gressively drawn to a belief in the 
man’s innocence and finally commits 
himself to plead the convict’s case 
in his paper. 
Plot swivels on Stewart’s efforts 
to blast the testimony of the eye- 
witness who. identified the killers. 
Finally, through a cute trick in 
which an old photo is blown up sev- 
eral hundred times in order to un- 
cover a decisive clue, Stewart proves 
that a judicial error was committed 
and exonerates the man. For some 
unexplainable reason, the fate of the 
other innocent man is left in the 
dark. Maybe he never had a mother. 
_Richard Conte gives an intensely 
sincere performance as the young 
Polish-American who is railroaded 
to jail. As a broken-down ex-speak- 
easy operator, Betty Garde also 
draws a sharp portrait in a relatively 
brief role. Lee J. Cobb, as the city 
editor, is competent,:as is the rest 
of the long roster of players. 
ing is expert, maintaining a 

tone in the style of a news- 
reel. Editing is fairly smooth and 
the musical score lends an unobtru- 
sive assist. Herm. 


Te the Ends of Earth 


Columbia release of Sidney Buchman 
production. Stars Dick Powell, Signe Has- 
so; features Maylia, Ludwig Donath, Vla- 
dimir Sokoloff, Edgar Barrier, John Hoyt. 
Directed by Robert Stevenson. Screenplay, 
Jay Richard Kennedy; eamera, Burnett 
Guffey; editor, William Lyon; music diree- 
ter, M. W. Stoloff. Previewed in N. Y., 
Jan. 16. "48. Running time, 104 MINS. 
Michael Barrows......,........Dick Powell 
Ann Grant 





ne, ope PERE PPT ee Hoyt 
Commissiener Lariesier..... Marcel Journet 
Rerado 


Ree ee Peter 


Commissioner Amar Hassam.Lou Krugman 
Chian 


“To the Ends of Earth” is a fast- 
moving melodrama with Okay box- 
office results to be expected from its 

wee lures and snappy exploita- 
tion of its sensational theme. This 
is the pic that encountered heavy 

tion from the Production Code 
Administration because of its opium- 
smuggling background. Scripter Jay 
Richard Kennedy, however, has jug- 
gled the theme into conventionai 
whodunit patterns without any ob- 
jectionable stress on the opium 
angle. . 

Film generates considerable inter- 
est from its shifting locales. As a 
"J. S. government. narcotics investi- 
gator, Dick Powell ranges over the 
whole globe, with major plot devel- 
opments occurring in such widely 
scattered points as San Francisco, 
Shanghai, Egypt. Havana and the 
Atlantic Ocean off the New Jersey 
coast. Production and direction are 
neatly keyed to a realistic note, giv- 
ing maximum credibility to the pro- 


Beneath the documentary veneer, 
however, the film spins a fantastic 
yarn which, if factual, only proves 
once again that truth is stranger 
than fiction. Pic’s major premise is 
based on the existence of an inter- 
national ring of power-hungry fa- 
natics aiming to subjugate the peo- 
ples of the world through the spread 
of dope. 

Tale opens in 1935 with Powell 








Virge 


Lr eee Eddie Lee 


Miniature Reviews 


“The Naked City” (UI-Hellin- 
ger). Mark Hellinger’s iast pic- 
ture is money in the bank. 

“Call Northside 777” (20th). 
Documentary based on 1932 Chi- 
cago murder ease has moderate 
dramatic impact. 

“Te the Ends ef Earth” (Col). 
Action meller with opium- 
smuggling theme; good bo. 
helped by Dick Powell-Signe 
Hasso, 

“You Were Meant For Me” 
(Songs) (20th). Nostalgic tune- 
fest; hefty entertainment content 
for boxoffice. 

“My Girl Tisa” (WB). Warm, 
human interest story about 


early-day immigrants, but no 
b.o. assurance in star names. 
“Albuquerque” (Par). Stereo- 


typed western, but with okay 
prospects due to cast names and 
_ color. 


“Perilous Waters” (Mono). 
Modest programmer with okay 
entertainment values. 

“Tenth Avenue Angel” (M-G). 
Trite tearjerker with pollyanna 
twist. Will get some attention 
from family trade. 

“Mary Lou” (Songs) (Col.). 
Mediocre musical for dualers. 

“Stage to Mesa City” (EL). 
Fair galloper, with “Lash” La- 
Rue as the marquee lure for ac- 
tion trade, 

“Fanny” <iIndie) (French). 
Deeply moving French pic star- 
ring Raimu; surefire for sure- 
seater trade. 








SL LOO POD 


making a routine check of an un- 
chartered ship reported off_the Cali- 
fornia coast. High point of the film’s 
action is staged in the opening reel 
as the Japanese-manned er, 
racing to get beyond the 12-mile 
limit, jettisons 100 Chinese opium- 
plantation slaves to destroy all evi- 
dence. Unable to pin a rap on the 
captain, Powell picks up his trail 
in Shanghai and gets a scent on a 
notorious gang which has organized 
its smuggling activities into a fine 


science. 
finger of suspicion 





In China, the 
points to enigmatic Signe Hasso, act- 
ing as governess to a Chinese girl 
orphan, as gangleader. Powell 
continues his pursuit of the gang 
into Egypt, where it’s growing the 
stuff, then heads fer the shipment 
destination in Havana. Crossing 
paths once again with Miss Hasso 
here, Powell plays cagily in order 
to crack the gang’s system of smug- 
gling the smoke past the U. S. cus- 
toms guards in New York. After 
some incredible guesswork, pre- 
sumed to be brilliant deductions, 
Powell solves the riddle and nabs 
the real leader. Like most who- 
dunits, she turns out to be the most 
innocent-looking character mn the 
‘lot, the babyish, Chinese orphan, 
Maylia, who has actually been dup- 
ing Miss Hasso. 

Interlaced with the action,. pic 
tries to put across a laudable one- 
world idea. Windup shows a session 
of the narcotics control eommission 
of the United Nations organiza 
at work trying to wipe out the 
opium trade. At several points, 
however, film gets bogged in some 

talk which is not at- 


mo 
.| tuned to this high adventure type of 


story. 
Cast lineup, headed by Powell and 


Alberto Berado........... Luis Van Rovten . 
UE = oes ccbn os sacndgesps Fritz Leiber | Miss Hasso, does a uniformly com- 
Commissioner Hadley........ Vernon Steele | petent job. Powell is adequately 


tough and taciturn while Miss Hasso 
uses her exotic looks to best advan- 


Naftalie Vrandstadter....... ivan Triesault | tage. Viadimir Sokoloff, as a Chinese 
BIREMORED < geks 6 c0dw ertitstses.. Leon Lenoir | Official, and Ivan Triesault, as a 
eS baccecgeeveseveess: Peter Cheng | Dutch opi uggler, registe i 

en eee Pbtebtabesesess George Volk sailed’ tertoress “ M Ag 
ORREE 09.06 ccogricsetdaccoces Robert Maleolm ry pe P nces. ay » as 
Comm. Harry J. Anslinger......... Himself | the Chinese lassie, is burdened by 


an incredible role which she carries 
bravely. 

Camera work is excellent through- 
out, contributing largely to the cap- 
ture of the a in the 
various locales. Smooth editing and 
g00d score also lend able assistance. 

Herm. 





You Were Meant fer Me 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, Jan, 17. 


20th-Fox release of Fred Kohlmar pro- 
duction, Stars Jeanne Crain, Dan Dailey; 
features Oscar Levant, Barbara Lawrence, 
Selena Royle, Pemy Kilbwide, Herbert An- 
@erson. D*rected by Lieyd Bacon. Screen- 
play, Elick Moll, Valentine Davies; camera, 
Victor Milner; musical direction, Lionel 
Newman; orchestral « arrangements, Her- 
bert Spencer, Earle Hagen; vocal arrange- 
ments, Charles Henderson; dances, Dan 








Dailey, Les Clark; editor, William Rey- 
nolds. Tradeshown in Hollywood Jan. 14, 
‘48. Running time, 91 MINS, 
a a, Serres Jeanne Crain 
Chee ArBOld.ewcccccssscseeses Dan Dailey 
fos | PPrerereT Oscar Levant 
Louise Crane..... o++e...Barbara Lawrence 
Mrs. Mayhew........ quesaasad Royle 
Mr. Mayhew pdcneoces coe Percy Kilbride 
BEND. dnc divegic cousccsess< Herbert 
Framing itself around the still- 


listenable tunes of the 1929-30 crash 
era, “You Were Meant for Me” is 
pleasant entertainment that should 
do well at the boxoffice. Seven songs 
are given full treatment, and a num- 
ber of others are interspersed briefly 





to round out the ear-and-foot- 
tickling score. ‘ 
Music gives punch to the standard 


Soir od aera 


that 
followed. Short-skirted rs, Spit- 
curls, hipflasks and wide bationed 
trousers will carry young oldtimers 
back to the days of the “chicken-in- 
every-pot” prosperity slogan. 
Jeanne Crain cha y portrays 
the °29 flapper. There is an infec- 
tious quality to her playing that 
takes a strong hold on the auditor. 
Dan Dailey socks over his spot as 
the band leader, a composite of sev- 
eral of that period. Vocal chore on 
the seven songs, plus terping, also 
falls his way. He scores in all de- 
partments. 

In addition to the title tune, re- 
prised several times, score has 
“Goodnight Sweetheart,” “Crazy 
Rhythm,” “Ain’t Misbehaving,” “If I 
Had You,” “Ill Get By” and “Ain't 
She Sweet.” Backing Dailey on vo- 
cals is male trio, and arrangements 
are of the cra, which heightens nos- 
talgia value. 

Plot deals with marital ups and 
downs of Miss Crain and Dailey. 
Married on short acquaintance, the 
honeymoon is a series of one-night 
stands, and when “Wall Street Lays 
An Egg,” Dailey can’t adjust himself 
to hard times. A contrived splitup 
takes place but the maestro wises 


up in time to make for a happy 
finale. Lloyd Bacon’s direction has 
pace, humorous touches and other 


showmanly handling to build the en- 
tertainment content to a pleasing 
level. 

Oscar Levant does another of his 
sour-pussed characterizations — and 
that isn’t bad? He also gives compe- 
tent touch to Gershwin’s “Concerto 
in F.” “Percy. Kilbride and Selena 
Royle are amusing smalltowners, 
Barbara Lawrence, Herbert Ander- 
son and others in cast fill in. Fred 
Kohlmar’s production guidance 
points up atmosphere of the era with 
authenticity aided by capable art di- 
rection and set decorations. Good 
lensing was contributed by Victor 
Milner. Lionel. Newman's mu 
direction has sharp orchestral and 
vocal arrangements by Herbert 


Spencer, Earle Hagen and Charles 
Henderson. Brog 


My Girl Tisa 
~ (SONGS) 


Holly wood, Jan. 16. 

Warners release of Milton Sperling 
(United States Pictures) production. Stars 
Tilli Palmer, Sam Wanamaker; features 
Akim Tamireff, Alan Hale, flugo Haas, 
Gale Robbins, Stella Adier, Benny Baker. 
Directed by Elliott Nugent. Screenplay, 
Allen Boretz; based upon a play by Lu- 
cille 8. Prumbs and Sara B. Smith; camera, 
Ernest Haller; music, Max Steiner; editor, 


Christian Nyby. Tradeshown in Holly- 
wood Jan, 13, ‘'48, Running time, 98 
MINS, 

ee cer rete eT Lilli Palmer 
Mark Denek.........ee...8am Wanamaker 
ee Akim Tamiroff 
DPOGANs 05.0050 vcccnteigscthesseesss Alan Hale 
WORM s 20 io +. 0 00ddoces cb@0bb00-d Hugo Haas 
Jenny Kepes....es.2.+e0-+..Gale Robbins 
Mrs, Faludi..-.....-.ceeeee+-s. Stella Adler 
SEQTUROM . 540000. 00060006 esses Benny Baker 
GOR. codniedee ss cones . Sumaer Getchell 
PNG, cnadandopeccinssec tas eeere Sid Tomack 
PONE abc 6 tcccccyecciccscusss John Qualen 
DEUUET 6s hedsteinrasddicinebeseric Tom Dillen 
Theodore Roosevelt........Sidney Blackmer 
PU. “DRUG s 6 0.0:s's eveeveteseseets Fritz Feld 
Maree err errr Tris Tere Tt John Banner 





“My Girl Tisa” tells a warm, inter- 
esting story of American immigrants 
at the turn of the century. Handed 
colorful production in with 
the New York background of that 
era, film has strong performances 
and direction to rate good word-of- 
mouth attention. Only sag in whole 
show is the hokum 
fairytale flavor is held to short 
footage. There's no b.o: assurance in 
the star names to back up the obvi- 
ous top-budget allotment. 

Apparently, Milton Sperling's 
United States Pictures, releasing 


through Warners, has put a great; P 


deal of faith in capturing public 
fancy with a new male star, Sam 
Wanamaker. Exploiting of new star, 
the general strong effect of the pic- 
ture and word-of-mouth are all fac- 
tors that will help shape boxoffice 
returns, 

Wanamaker is a goung talent with 
able Yi cn Li : 
an e partner illi Palmer 
‘in depicting little people who have 
come from the old country to grow 
with America. Characters are graph- 
ically drawn in the scripting and 
portrayals. : 

Elliott N t achieves a telling 
effect with his direction. Particularl 
good characterizations are Akim 
Tamiroff’s sweatshop operator, Hugo 
Haas’ villainy as crooked travel 
agent who preys on the hopeful, 
Stella Adler’s lusty boarding-house- 
keeper, Aian Hale's ae ay i and 
Benny Baker’s beer-barrelled type 
of the day. 

Allen Boretz scripter from an un- 
produced play by Lacille S. Prumbs 
and Sara B. Smith. Plot depicts 
Miss Palmer as middle-European 
slaving to get money so her father 
can come to the new country. Her 
plans are undisturbed until she falls 
for r, ambitious would-be 


proceedings instigated by Haas. and 
other tribulations with a fjne flavor 
right up to the wishful ending when 
young love is rescued by the inter- 
vening hand of the President of the 
United States — Teddy Roosevelt. 
Final scenes don’t compare in worth 
to genuineness of preceding footage. 





Sperling has given film authentic 
production backing. Ernest Haller’s 





ending, but its| The Boss 


y|femme trade. Audrey 
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camera work, the Max Steiner score 

studded with oldtime and foreign 

tunes synonymous of the pople and 
i 





period; art direction, ting 
other are excellent, 
Brog. 
e 


(COLOR) 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 


Paramount release of William Pine-wi. 
liam Thomas (Clarion) production. Starg 
Randolph Scett, Barbara Britton, George 
. Hayes, Lon ; features 

. George 
Enright, 
Clarence Upson 
novel by Luke Short; 


Screenplay, Gene Lewis, 
Young; from 


came 
era (Cinecolor), Fred Jackman, Jr.; music 
score, Darrell Calker; editor, Howard 
Smith. Tradeshown Jan. 12, ‘48. Running 
time, 89 MINS, 

| Cole Armin......e« ..++.Randolph Scott 
Latty TyleP...ccssecsessess Karbara Britton 
SEO. co cdenecoccecs George “Gabby” Hayes 
Steve Murkil....ccccccoee::- lan Chaney 
Tel Waallae®. <cce cs vdecces. Russell Hayden 
Celia Wallace. .....-seesss- Catherine ¢ raig 
Fohn ArmiiM....ceesevesses George Cleveland 
Myrtle Walton.,..,........-.Karelyn Grimes 
Sheriff Linton...........Bernard J. Nedel] 
Pen bee 0 0 cceddaseccvces Russell Simpson 
PURGE. cc vervececessccceces ce .- Jody Gilbert 
JACKSON. ..- -cccnettscsccesees- -Dan White 
Dawe Waleee. .csccedccetcees >> Irving Bacon 
Matt WayGO...cocscccscccces« John Halloran 
FORBO... ccccccccvccecccccess Waher Baidwin 





With all the basic ingredients to 
be exciting western filmfare, “Albu- 
querque” nevertheless misses. Initial 
boxoffice outlook, however, is okay, 
based on values of such outdoor 
sturdies as Randolph Scott, George 
“Gabby” Hayes and others. Color 
lensing alse adds to ticket-selling 
possibilities. 

Pine-Thomas, who have bee _ turn- 
ing out successful string of bread- 
and-butter “B’s” for Paramount re- 
lease, have a sturdy physical fram- 
ing in this pic, but story lacks punch. 

Basically, the Luke Short story, 
from which Gene Lewis and Clar- 
ence Upson Young did their script, 
has all the tried and true ingredients 
necessary to appeal to the western 
actien fan. The crooked sheriff, the 
tewn bigshot, stage holdups, pure 
sagebrush love and a strong, true 
hero are all there. Dialog and situ- 
ations are awkward. 

Scott and Hayes bolster doings 
considerably. Former is seen as 
nephew town tyrant, George 
Cleveland, and steps in to help save 
a small wagon train line when the 
bigshot tries to kill off competition. 
There’s never much doubt of the 
outcome and the hero eventually 
winds up the winner. 

Barbara Britton and Catherine 
Craig are in for romance and are 
adequate to demands. Lon Chaney 
teams with Cleveland for the heavy 
work, and Russell Hayden is on the 
side of the hero. Others measure up. 

Ray Enright directed in a not- 
always-satisfactory manner. Strong- 
er helming could have put more 
sock into action. The excellent color 
photography is by Fred Jackman, 
Jr. Other technical aids are first 
class. Brog. 


Pertious Waters 


Monogram retease of Jack Wrather pro-- 


duction. Stars Don Castie, Audrey Long, 
Peggy Knudsen; features Samuel ©. Hinds, 
Gloria Helden, John Miljan. Directed by 
Jack Bernhard. Screenplay, Richard Werm- 
ser, Francis Rosenwald, 1 Good Hoeuse- 
keeping story, “Search,” by Leon Ware; 
camera, Henry Sharp; editor, Stewart 6. 
Frye. At New York theatre, N. Y., week 
Jan. 18, 48. Running time, 66 MINS, 

Willie Hunter........ Pe Tere Don Castle 
Judy Gage....... PPT eTTT TTC erTt. Audrey Leng 
enpenastbacodéaces oF OREY Knudsen 
Dana Perris. . ...0-0+0-.--.Samuel &. Hinds 
Mre. Ferris.......0.0...---... Gloria Holden 
Carter Lankin,..cesceces+++.-.- John Miljan 








Franklin........ eves cesoesers Walter Sande 
Captain Porter. ...-......-Stanley And 

lo co nsreseccccescsecse sl ¥ Kenda 

eteccees Gene Garrick 

eoe..- Cleorge Rameey 

Brooks... .ccsccsdecececesevess: Mike Kilian 

Fisherman... ..++.+2.0065 o+..-Jillian Rivero 

“ i W: - i modest 

Perilous aters” is a 


rogrammer whose entertainment 
values are reinforced with liberal 
quantities ef action and romance. 
While ’s nothi particularly 
original about the story, film man- 
ages to generate enough interest to 
more than hold its own in the 
dualers. 
Made on a budget said to have 
around $225,000, picture re- 
of acting, 


flects a good 
direction and production for that 
kind of coin. ast is an able one 


headed by Don Castle, who bears @ 
resemblance to Clark Gable. Exhibs 
would do well to stress the yarns 
i in a bid for the 
Long 
Peggy Knudsen offer surefire eye 
appeal as contender’s for Castles 
affections, : ‘ 

Plot is a relatively simple one with 
most of it unreeling aboard a yacht 
underway for Mexico. Owner of the 
vessel a newspaper publisher 
(Samuel §S. Hinds). He's been on 
an anti-gambling crusade, and Castle 
ships al the craft to rub him 
out. But Castle, who's been hired 
to do the job for 10 grand. suffers 4 
change of heart and fails to £0 
through with his mission. 

Also woven in the tale for more 
or less sinister effect are some small- 
time blackmailing and swindlin 
which John Miljan attempts to pul 
off. In cahoots with Hinds’ wife, 
Gloria Holden, he tries to shake him 
down as well as the publisher's sec- 
retary, Miss Long. 

As a whole the acting is generally 
okay. Castle is stalwart enough as 
the hero, while roles of Hinds. Mil- 
jan and Miss Holden are capably 





(Continued on page 20) 
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RED-INK BLUES ON FOREIGN PIX 








Odeon-GB Deal Takes Skouras, 20th 


Execs to England for Rank Huddles 


Problems involved in working out + 


the recently-changed relationship 
between the Odeon and Gaumont- 
British circuits in England took 20th- 
Fox prexy Spyros Skouras to Lon- 
don from New York yesterday 
(Tuesday). Twentieth owns 50% of 
G-B. 

Skouras, who traveled by plane, 
was preceded by comptroller Wil- 
fred Eadie, who left by ship last 
Wednesday (14), and general counsel 
Otto Koegel and foreign manager 
Murray Silverstone, who = sailed 
Saturday (17). Skouras was to have 
accompanied Koegel and Silverstone 
on the Queen Mary, but cancelled at 
the last minute in favor of air 
passage because of pending business 
in New York. 

While Skouras took special pains 
to publicize the fact his trip was 
solely on business connected with 
G-B, and had nothing te do with the 
British tax stalemate, it’s thought 
that he will take what steps he can 
while there to seek a solution to the 
75% ad valorem rap. 

American film company prexies 
have beet thinking for some time of 
making a trip to England on the tax 
muddle but have laid off on the 
theory that if they went over and 
failed to get. an agreement, they'd 
have shot off their biggest guns and 
have nothing left to meet the situa- 
tion. Skouras’s trip, for another 
legitimate reason, gives ample op- 
portunity to get around these ob- 
jections. 

Actual purpose of the trip by the 
20th toppers is to discuss with J. 
Arthur Rank the new relationship 
between Odeon and G-B. While 
Rank controlled both circuits, a 
much-publicized corporate switch 
last monih saw Odeon absorb Gen- 
eral Cinema Finance Corp., of which 
G-B is a subsid. 

That means that instead of the 
two chains being nominally com- 
petitors, ore now owns the other. 
This presents a number of problems. 
Contemplated is a complete merger 
of the administration of the chains, 
following the corporate absorption 
which has already taken place. 

This brings up the important ques- 
tion for 20th of how product is to 
be allocated between the houses of 

(Continued on page 16) 


3-Million Suit Dismissed 
Vs. Lightman, Others In 
$200,000 Agreement 


Memphis, Jan. 20. 
The $3.000,000 damage suit brought 





in federal court by six local indies | 


against M. A. Lightman, his asso- 
ciates and the film majors was dis- 
— by agreement Wednesday 
(14). 

Under an out-of-court settlement. 
the plaintiffs received $200,000 and 
accepted a new zoning arrangement 
for the city whereby their subse- 
quent-run theatres are to receive 
equal breaks with the Malco Circuit 
in the release of films for neighbor- 
hood showings. 

In court, the defendants simply 
entered a stipulation that they had 
not violated the Sherman or Clay- 
ton Acts, or any Tennessee laws and 
that such is no longer the contention 
of the plaintiffs, with the Lightman 
group paying $1 to the attorneys for 


the suing theatres to make the ac- | 


tioa legal. And the case was dis- 
missed with prejudice. 

The suit was brought by Chalmers 
Cullins, Nate Evans and E. O. Cul- 
lins, doing business as the Idlewild 
theatre; Kemmons Wilson, Mrs. 
Ruby L. Wilson and Lou Weaver, 
the Airways theatre; Augustine J. 
and Agnes M. Cianciola, Luciann 
theatre; James West, Hollywood 


theatre: E. R. Gillette, Bristoi thea- | 


tre; Mrs. Lebora Cianciola, Rose- | 
mary theatre. Evans and Cullins 
also sued as individuals. 

Defendants were: Warners, Uni- 
versal, United Artists, 20th-Fox, 
RKO, Metro, Columbia, Paramount, 
L.&L. Theatres, Capitol Realty Co., 
Lightman and three of his asso- 
ciates, M. S. McCord, Edwin Sapin- 
sley and Herb Kobn. 





U's Sales Meets 


A J. O’Keefe, Universal's assistant 
general sales manager, and Ed 
Gomersall, assistant to sales topper 
William Scully, entrain for the Coast 
tomorrow (Thurs.). Duo are staging 
a rendezvous with Scully and 
Maurice Bergman, U's eastern ad- 
pub chief. 

Foursome will then swing through 
the country in a series of regional 
sales meets which will keep them out 
of the homeoffice for two to three 
weeks. 


Exhib Freezeout 
On Decree Tiffs 


In a significant ruling, Federal 
Judge John Bright held yesterday 
(Tues.) that exhibs who are not 
parties to the current anti-trust de- 


crees have no right to seek its en- 
forcement by court action. Tossing 
out the contempt proceeding filed 
against 20th-Fox and National Thea- 
tres by the New Salinas Theatres 
Corp., the court ruled that only 
parties to the action may test its 
provisions. Judge Bright was one 
of the three judges of the statutory 
court that drafted the original de- 
cree, 

Provision in the decree reserving 
jurisdiction to the court specifically 
provided, ruling states, that “it was 
only for the benefit of parties to the 
action and no others.” The decree 
was not made in favor of the peti- 
tioner nor has he made an applica- 
tion to intervene in the action, Judge 
Bright notes. The court did not say 
whether an exhib could skirt the 
prohibition by successfully interven- 
ing. 

The decision will probably raise 
considerable furore on the part of 
exhibitor organizations. It, in effect, 
makes the Dept. of Justice and the 
majors the sole instruments for 
legally enforcing the” decree’s pro- 
visions. Exhibs are specifically ruled 
out into the cold. 

Judge Bright said that there was 
no need to pass on the question of 
whether 20th and NT violated the 
decree in view of his jurisdictional 
finding against petitioner. Action 
bad been brought on the contention 
that 20th and NT had breached the 
prohibition on theatre expansion by 
contracting to construct a new house 
in Watsonville, Calif. New Salinas 
owns the Vogue in neighboring 








Salinas, Calif. 





‘Scott, Dmytryk Mull 
Offer from Korda 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Having secured court permission 
for a trip to England before their 
contempt trials come up in March, 
Adrian Scott and Edward Dmytryk 
will head overseas shortly for talks 
with Sir Alexander Korda. British 
producer cabled the pair inviting 
them over for huddles on a picture. 

Scott and Dmytryk, two of the 
10 Hollywooders indicted for con- 
tempt of Congress after refusing to 
tell a House Un-American Activities 
Committee hearing whether they 
were members of the Communist 
| party, go to trial March 15 and 17, 
| respectively. 
| No SWG Cash to 6 

Move to have the Screen Writers 
,Guild furnish financial backing, to 
| the limit of its resources, té the six 
|SWG members under indictment for 
leontempt of Congress, was beaten 
down after a stormy session. Vote 
against Hugo Butler resolution was 
333-224. 

Resolution also urged that the 
Guild make a fight-to-the-finish for 
reinstatement of writers already 
fired: and that the Guild launch a 
world-wide public relations cam- 
paign in behalf of the men “under 
a cloud.” Vote nixed the entire reso- 
, lution since the clauses were not in- 
i dividually offered. 








TOO MANY FLO00 
AMERICAN MKT. 


The big rush for American rights 
to foreign-language films, which 
worked to a peak in 1947 and shows 
no signs of tapering, is now cueing 
offkey dirges. Vets in the imported- 
pic game, and a flock of exhibs play- 
ing them, see oceans of red ink in 
store for the rash of distrib outfits 
springing up. Their wail is that 


| there isn’t a big enough market in 


the U. S. te warrant the river of 
foreign-lingo pix and that the fed- 
eral bankruptcy courts are going to 
play host to lots of-them before it’s 
all over. 

It’s going to be a losing game for 
the majority of picture importers, 
according to current predictions, be- 
cause the average foreign film just 
can’t pay off the costs of acquiring 
U. S. rights plus advertising and dis- 
tribution expenses in the American 
market. Average earning possibilities 
for the foreign film is only $50,000, 


most vets agree, and none but the | 


strongest of the imports can do sub- 
stantially better than that figure. 
Competition among Yank distribs 
who’ve been vying with each other 
for pix made on the Continent has 
driven the price beyond the limited 
(Continued on page 16) 


Chi Indie Sues Majors, 
Big Chains for $900,000 


Chicago, Jan. 20. 

Damages of $900,000 are being 
sought from the majors, Balaban & 
Katz, Warner Bros. Theatre Circuit, 
the Essaness chain and Essaness As- 
sociates in two suits filed in U. S. 
District Court here Monday (19) by 
Saul Meltzer, owner of the Rivoli 
and Rockne theatres. 

Meltzer charges the defendants 
violated anti-trust laws by giving 
first rentals of films to theatres 
owned or controlled by them and 
fixing admish prices for showing 
certain pix. Plaintiff asks $100,000 
triple damages covering the Rockne 
from December, 1940, to date, and 
$200,000 triple damages for the 
Rivoli from April, 1938, to now. 

Both houses play in the second 
week of general release. Rockne 
plays against WB’s Symphony and 
four B&K houses. Rivoli plays 
against the Essaness Irving and six 
B&K houses. Suits are latest en- 
tries in legal sweepstakes following 
the Jackson Park decree. 





\Ma jors Reverse Field on Upped Scales 
With 3 Pix Slated for Roadshowing 


+ 
¥ 





Rep.’s 52 Pix 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

With 19 pictures completed and 
three in work, Republic’s writing 
mill is readying 30 story properties 
to round out its program of 52 pic- 
tures for the 1947-48 program, which 
includes 12 high-budgeters. 

Almost half the year’s schedule is 
slated to face the cameras before the 
end of May. 


St. L. Exhihs Sue 
To Kill 5% Tax 


St. Louis, Jan. 20. 
A suit to test the validity of the 
recently adopted city 5% amusement 
tax on admissions to places of 
amusement was filed last week in 


the St. Louis Circuit by owners of 
11 theatres and theatre chains. Li- 
cense Collector Frank A. Britton 
was made defendant in the action, 
which became effective Jan. 1. 

The plaintiffs include the Anritz 
Amus. Co., Eden Theatre Co. An- 
sell Amus. Co. Pauline theatre, 
Loew’s State Theatre Corp., Movie 
Enterprises, Inc., Palm Theatre Co., 
St. Louis Amus. Co. St. Louis-Am- 
bassador Theatre, Inc., and the St. 
Louis Missouri Theatre, Inc. They 
attack the ordinance as arbitrary, 
unreasonable, discriminatory and 
ask that the city be directed to pre- 
serve all collections from theatres 
under the ordinance while the suit 
is pending, in order that refunds 
may be made. 

The petition further charges. that 
the ordinance violates several sec- 
tions of the state Constitution and 
that the levy is a tax on sales, a 
taxing power not granted to cities 
under the Constitution. The tax is 
expected to yield approximately 
$700,000 annually for municipal pur- 
poses. 

Mayor Alois P. Kaufmann told the 
exhibitors recently that if the State 
Legislature will turn back to St. 
Louis approximately $2,500,000 of 
revenue collected from this city an- 
nually he would ask the local Board 
of Alderman to wipe the present 5% 











tax ordinance off of the books. 








Briefs From the Lots 








Hollywood, Jan. 20. 


Metro assigned Fred Finklehoffe 
to script “My Heart Stood Still,” 
based on the careers of Redgers and 
Hart ... Jean Fontaine passed up 
the femme star role in “Mayerling,” 
slated for production by the Hak'm 
Bros. because the producers 
failed to start the picture on the 
appointed date, Jan. 15... Gene 
Kelly and Eddie Bracken will play 
Bert Kalmar and Harry Ruby, re- 
spectively, in the Metro biopic of 
their lives, still untitled, with Jack 
Cummings producing . . . Warners 
signed Carole Landis for the femme 


lead in “The Noose,” currently 
shootng at Teddington Studios in 
England. 

Arthur Lubin lined up two story 
properties, “Francis” and “The In- 
terrupter,” to follow “Babes in Toy- 


land” on his indie production pro- 
gram for 1948... Alfred P. Chamie 
resigned as assistant U. S. attorney 
to become assistant to Charles S. 
Boren, veepee in charge of labor 
relations for MPAA Monte 
Shaff wound up “Man Eaters of 
Kumaon” four days ahead of sched- 
ule . . . Harry Sherman, currently 
in Honolulu, is rounding up maieriai 
for a midocean western, based on 
the story of the Hawaiian cattle 
ranch established years ago by the 
Parker family ... Nunnally John- 
sen revised the schedule on “Mr. 
Peabody and the Mermaid” to shoot 
around Ann Blyth who is ill. 


Bought Charles Bennett's legiter, 
“Blackmail,” and will film 





it as) 


“Golden Gate.” with Rebert Fellews 
producing Raymend Barrow 
draws the top heavy role in fam 
Bischoff’s “Pitfall,” starring Dick 
Powell . . . Oscar Brodney is polish- 
ing the script on “The Brain of 
Frankenstein” at Universal-Inter- 
national . . . Metro's “B. F.s Daugh- 
ter” will be released overseas as 
“Polly Fulton.” . . John M. Stahl 
completed “The Walls of Jericho” 
within its 60-day schedule at 20th- 
Fox ... Jack Reitzen, 285-pound 
heavy, makes kis screen bow in 
Eronel’s “The Argyle Secrets.” 

Sel Siegel directed the final day's 
shooting on “The Iron Curtain,” 
pinch-hitting for William Wellman, 
who contracted the flu . . . Columbia 
bought film rights to the radio 
serial, “Deadline Mystery,” for pro- 
duction by Wallace McDonald ... 
Cecil Kellaway signed by 20th-Fox 
for a leprechaun role in the forth- 
coming Tyrone Power starrer, still 
untitled . . . Harry Fex signed for 
a spot in “Easter Parade” at Metro 
. .. Jimmy Finlaysen drew a fea- 
tured role in Metro's Greer Garsen 
starrer, “Julia Misbehaves.” 

Jack Carsen, Doris Day and Den- 
nis Morgan will share top roles in 
“Two Guys From the Mounties” at 


Warners ... Fred Steele appointed 
production supervisor for Film 
Classics ... . Transocean Pictures’ 


Guy de Maupassant, will be filmed 
in Hollywood instead of France, 
with Steve Sekely directing 


Major film companies’ § recent 
swing away from upped admission 
pictures under combined opposition 
from exhibs“and the public has ap- 
parently come to a halt. At least 
three forthcoming films are slated 
to be sold at increased ticket tabs 
and several more loom as distinct 
possibilities. 

Pictures now earmarked for re- 
lease on the new-type roadshow 
policy include Enterprise's “Arch of 
Triumph,” which will be released 
through United Artists; David O. 
Selznick’s “Paradine Case” and Uni- 
versal’s “All My Sons.” In addition, 
U is known to be seriously con- 
sidering asking for boosted ticket 
rates on “Tap Roots,” a Walter 
Wanger production in Technicolor. 

Three companies have apparently 
based their decisions on the belief 
that each of the pictures merits be- 
ing sold in that way. Reportedly 
in the backs of their minds also, 
however, is the fact that~Such play- 
offs offer one sure method of re- 
couping production costs and turn- 

(Continued on page 16) 


Speculate on Operator 
Of B’way Theatre In 


New 13-Story Project 


Speculation in the trade was rife 
this week on who might operate the 
3,600-seat theatre which was prom- 
ised as part of a new 13-story New 
York office building development 
occupying the block from 5ist to 
52d street and from Broadway to 
7th avenue. Jerome Wilzin, attorney 
for Herbert J. Freezer, New York 
shirt manufacturer, who is sponsor- 
ing the project, said Freezer has had 
talks with a number of theatre 
operators, but has made no deal as 
yet. 

He added that there is no hurry 
about it whatsoever, since demoli- 
tion of the present building can’t 
even be started until the latter part 
of 1949. Roseland ballroom and 
some other current tenants have 
leases running until that time. That 
means that the theatre couldn't be 
in operation until 1951, at the 
earliest. 

Harry Erandt, who runs the Re- 
public theatre, which is now on the 
site of the new $6,000,000 develop- 
ment, looms as a possible operator 
of the house to be built. Out of the 
running, for the time being anyhow, 
are City Investing Co., which oper- 
ates the Astor and Victoria on 
Broadway, and the Walter Reade 
circuit. 

CI is out as a result of its presi- 
dent, Robert Dowling, being a di- 
rector of City Bank Farmers Trust 
Co., which is trustee of the estate 
which owns the land. Dowling said 
that he would consider it unethical 
-to make a deal for operating the 
house, since it would put him on 
both sides of the fence at once. 

Walter Reade, Jr., likewise took 
his outfit out of the running. He 
declared he’s “cold on Broadway 
now.” Reade was interested last 
summer 1m a plan which fell through 

(Continued on page 48) 


EASTERN DIRECTORS 
IN NON-RED VOTE 


Screen Directors Guild, eastern 
chapter, voted that all officers and 
directors must sign a pledge that 
they are not Communists at its an- 
nual meeting over the weekend. 
Guild also slotted as the first thing 
on the agenda for the coming year 
the presenting of a basic contract to 
the majors. Eastern chapter, formed 
two years ago, is affiliated with the 
Coast guild. 

Gene Martel was elected presi- 
dent of the guild for the year. He 
succeeds Bud Pollard, who was voied 
president emeritus and naniéd to the 
board of directors. Martel is a test 
director with Paramount. 

Tapped for first veepee is Willard 
Van Dyke. Leslie Roush was named 
second veepee; Sidney Kaufman, cor- 
responding secretary; Emerson 
Yorke, treasurer; and Jack Glenn, 
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Chi Biz Slips as Mercury Hits 10 
Below; Bishop's 296, Fugitive’ 21¢ 


Chicago, Jan. 20. 

Sub-zero weather is putting a chill 
on the till this week. Ten below 
readings over the weekend kept pa- 
trons away in droves. There were 
only three new openings and all are 
reissues, Best of the lot is the double 
pill, “Drums Along the Mohawk” 
and “Mark of Zorro,” which looks 
neat $16,000 at the Rialto. “Bad Men 
of Missouri” and “McGuerins of 


Brooklyn” promises okay $12,000 at | 
the Garrick. “Jezebel” should bring | 


United Artists an average $14,000. 
Strongest holdover will be “Bish- 
op’s Wife,” shaping up for a terrific 
$29,000 for second week at Woods. 
“Captain from Castile” is sighting a 
fine $40,000 in the second frame at 
the Chicago. “Fugitive” slipped to 
$21,000 at the Grand, but still strong 
on second week. “Love from a 
Stranger,” plus Donald O’Connor on 
stage, at the Oriental for second 
week looks. $35,000. “Gentleman's 
Agreement,” in its 10th week at 
Apollo, should bring a fine $11,000. 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (B&K) (1,400; $1.28) — 
*“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th) 
(10th wk). Nice $11,000. Last week, 


$14,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98)—“Cap- 
tain Castile” (20th) (2d wk). Fine 
$40,000. Last week, $57,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 98)—‘Bad 
Men Missouri” (WB), “McGuerins 
Brooklyn” (UA) (reissues). Okay 
$12,000. Last week, “Adventure Is- 


land” (Par), $7,800. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 98)—‘Fugi- 
tive” (RKO) (2d wk). Strong $21,- 
000. Last week, $30,000, : 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 98)— 
“Love from Stranger” (EL), with 
Donald O’Connor in person (2d wk). 
Okay $35,000 after $45,000 opener. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 98)—‘Sen- 
ator Indiscreet” (U) (2d wk). Excel- 
lent $24,500. Last week, $34,000 but 
under hopes. 

Rialte (indie) (1,700; 98)—“Drums 
Mohawk” (20th) and “Mark of Zor- 
ro” (20th) (reissues). Nifty $16,000. 
Last week, “Swordsman” (Col) (3d 
wk), $8,700. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 98) — 
“T-Men” (EL) plus Mills Bros. head- 
ing stageshow (2d wk), Light. Down 
to $30,000. Last week, strong $43,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 98)— 
“Jezebel” (WB) (reissue). Average 
$14,000. Last week, “Daisy Kenyon” 
(20th) (2d wk), $19,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 98) — 
“Fabulous Texan” (Rep) (2d wk), 
Medest $10,000. Last week, $13,000. 

Woeds (Essaness) (1,073; 98) — 
“Bishop’s Wife” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Terrific $29,000. Last week, $33,000. 

World (indie) (587; 77)—‘“Barber 
of Seville” (indie) (4th wk). Sock 
$5,000. Last week, $6,000. 


Mpls. 20 Below, and Biz 
Shows It; Heidt Boosts 
‘Gamble’ Giant $29,000 


Minneapolis, Jan. 20. 

Twenty-below zero temperatures 
and near blizzards marking the win- 
ter’s worst weather, a protracted 
cold wave, are putting the curse on 
the boxoffice here currently. Result 
is that the going is comparatively 
tough even for such strong b.o. bets 
as Horace Heidt’s band at the Or- 
pheurn though it’s getting little help 
rom “Crime Doctor’s Gamble,” on 
the screen. It’s rough sailing on 
down the line and nothing is getting 
the boxoffice attention it probably 
would receive ordinarily. Holdovers 

redominate once again, with 
‘Sleep, My Love,” the only major 
screen newcomer, hitting almost a 
low as far as fresh fare is con- 
cerned at the Radio City. 

' Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par) (900; 34-44)—‘Drag- 
net" (SG) and “Big Town Dark” 
(Par), Fair $1,600 in 5 days. Last 
week, “Lone Wolf London” (Col) 
and “Killer Dill” (SG) split with 
“When Girl’s Beautiful” (Col) and 
“Riders Lone Star” (Col), fair $2,200 
in 8 days, 
weentury (Par) (1,600; 50-70) — 

Road to Rio” (Par) (m.o.). Here 
after a tremendous fortnight at Ra- 
dio City. Still very good at $8,000. 
Last week, “Wild Irish Rose” (WB) 
(3d wk), big $6,500. 

_, Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44)—“Louis- 
jana (Mono). Thin $2,000, and 
yanked after 6 days. Last week, 

Mark of Zorro” (20th) (reissue), 
3,500, 

Lyceum (Schreiber) (1,800; 50-70) 
—"Jesse James” (20th) and “Return 
Jesse James” (20th) (reissues). Sad 
$2,000. Last week, “Best Years” 
(RKO) (3d run) (70-$1.20), had 
Played nine weeks downtown previ- 
ously and apparently well milked. 
Yanked after 4 sad days, $3,000. 

Lyrie (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—‘Wild 
lrish Rose” (WB) (m.o.). Fourth 
week downtown. Okay $4,000. Last 
week, “Diamond Jim” (FC) and 
Spoilers” (FC) (reissues), fair 
$4,500. 

.. ttadio City (Par) (4,400; 50-70)— 
Sleep, My Love” (UA). Charles 
Buddy” Rogers in town to help this 


(Continued on page 18) 
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Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week . . $668,000 
(Based on 23 theatres) 
Last Year . .$730,500 
(Based on 18 theatres) 











‘Walk’ Smash 476 
In Uneven Philly 


Philadelphia, Jan. 20. 
Business at Philly firstruns is un- 
even this stanza, with reception of 
new product-varying to a big degree. 


“I Walk Alone” is easily standout, | 
at Earle and | 


landing smash. total 
possible new house record for 
straight-filmers at this spot. In con- 
trast, “Always Together” is register- 


| ing a pale session at the huge Mast- | 


baum, while “Daisy Kenyon” looks 
mildish and “Sleep My Love” shapes 
as okay. 

Holdovers, in the main, are doing 
nicely. 


Estimates for This Vieek 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-$1.25) — 
“Unconquered” (Par) (4th wk). 


Fancy $20,000 after $22,000 last week. 

Arcadia (S&S) (700; 50-94)—‘‘Had 
to Be You” (Col) (2d run). Mild 
$5,000. Last week, “Where There's 
Life” (Par) (2d run), $4,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94)—*“Sleep, 
My Love” (UA). Okay $25,000. Last 
week, “Swordsman” (Col) (3d wk), 
down to $14,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,760; 50-94) — “I 
Walk Alone” (Par). Smash $47,000 
or near, new high here for straight- 
filmers indicated. Last week, “Killer 
McCoy” (M-G) (3d wk), $15,500. 

Fox 
Kenyon” (20th). Mild $25,000. Last 
week, “Captain Castile” (20th) (3d 
wk), $19,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94) 
“Good News” (M:-G) (4th wk). Good 


$14,000 after fat $19,000 in third 
week. 
Karlton (Goldman) (1,000: 50-94) 


—“Lost Moment” (U) (2d wk). Fair- 
ish $9,500 after fine $15,000 opener. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,350; 50-94)— 
“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G) (2d 
run) (2d wk). Good $10,000 after 
$13.000 last week. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-94) -- 
“Always Together” (WB). Pale 776,- 


500. Last week, “Wild Irish Rose” | 


(WB) (3d wk), $17,000. 
Pix (Cummins) (500; 50-94) — 
“Fantasia” (RKO), Neat $8,500. Last 
week, “Jolson Story” (Col) (2d wk), 
$5,000. 
Stanley (WB) (2,950: 


$25,000. after sock $28,000 second 


frame. 
Stanton ( VB) (1,475; 50-94)—‘“T- 
Men” (EL) (2d wk). Fine $15,000 


after smash $22,500 opener, 


Kenyon’ $11,000 Topper 
~ In Sagging Seattle 


Seattle, Jan. 20. 

The post-holiday slump is showing 
at most spots this week. Top new- 
comer is “Daisy Kenyon” at the 
Fifth Avenue, but it’s not big. “Un- 
conquered” at Liberty is standout 
among the holdovers. 

Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 





“Wild Irish Rose” (WB) (m.o.). Good | 


$4,000. Last week, “Mitty” (RKO) 
(2d wk), big $5,700. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) °(2,349; 45-80) 
“Daisy. Kenyon” (20th) and “In- 
visible Wall” (20th). Okay $11,000. 
Last week, “Captain Castile” (20th) 
(3d wk), good $6,600 in 6 days. 

Liberty (J&vH) (1,650; 75-$1.25)— 
“Unconquered” (Par) (2d wk). 
Great $18,000. Last week, new house 
record of $24,000. . 

Musie Box (H-E) (850; 45-80) — 
“Captain Castile’ (20th) (mo.). 


Good $4,500. Last week, “Lost Mo- | 


ment” (U) and “Shoot to Kill” 
(S-G), big $4,900. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Mitty” (RKO) (3d wk). Also ran 
two weeks at Blue Mouse. Neat $7,- 
090 after $8,600 last week. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80) — 
“Hagen Girl” (WB) and “Blondie 
In Dough” (Col). Mild $9,000. Last 
week, “Wild Irish Rose” (WB) (2d 
wk), solid $8,608. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80) 
—“‘Had to Be You” (Col) (3d wk). 
Good $5,500. Last week, big $8,800. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
“Road to Rio” (Par) (3d wk). Fast 
$8,000 in 6 days. Last week, great 
$13,400. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80)— 
“Good News” (M-G) (3d wk). Okay 





$3,500. Last week, $3,900. 





(20th) (2,250; 50-94)—“Daisy | 


“Road to Rio” (Par) (3d wk). Great 


Livestock Show Helps 


Denver; ‘News’ Fine 176 


Denver, Jan, 20. 
| Overflow crowds at National West- 
ern Stock show are offsetting losses 


‘caused by cold snap and snow. 
Despite this biz is way off, Only 
i\“Good News” at Orpheum looks 


| 


solid, being leader in town. 
Estimates for This Week 

| Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
'*“Swordsman” (Col) and “Glamour 
Girl” (Col). after week at Denver, 
Esquire. Fair $2,500. Last week, 
“Wild Irish Roz:” (WB) and “Blon- 
die’s Anniversary” 
$4,500 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70)— 
“Road to Rio” (Par) (4th wk). Trim 





} 
’ 
| 
i 


$9,000. Last week, fine $14,000 
Denver (Fox) (2.535: 35-74) — 
Senator Indiscreet” (U) and “Mary | 
L6u” (Col), day-date with Esquire. | 
Fair $13,000. Last week, “Swords- 
man” (Col) and “Glamour Girl’ 


| (Col.) $15,000. 

| Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—"‘Sen- 
| ator Indiscreet” (U) and “Mary Lou” 
| (Col), also Denver. Mild $2,500. Last 


iweek, “Swordsman” (Col) and 
|“Glamour Girl” (Col), $2,500. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Good News” (M-G) and “Adven- 
ituress” (EL). Fine $17,000. Holds. 
|Last week, “Tycoon” (RKO) and 


“Wild Horse Mesa” (RKO) (2d wk), 
| solid $12,000. 


Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 


|“Christmas Eve” (UA) and “Main | 
| Street Kid” (Rep), day-date with 
| Webber. Modest $12,000. Last week, 


'“Captain Castile” (20th) (3d wk), 
| day-date with Webber, $10,000. 
Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—"Wild 
Irish Rose’ (WB) and “Blondie’s 
Anniversary” (Col), after week at 
Denver, Webber, Aladdin. Fair 
| $3,800 or near. Last week, “Last 


|Roundup” (Col) and “Smoky River 
| Serenade” (Col), $3,700. 

Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 35-74)—“‘Slight 
Case Murder” (WB) and “Jezebel” 
| (WB) (reissues). Good $10,000. Last 
| week, “Return Rin Tin Tin” (EL) 
land “Whispering City” (EL), same. 
| Webber (Fox) (750; 36-74)— 
|“Christmas Eve” (UA) and “Main 
|Street Kid” (Rep), also Paramount. 
|Fair $2,500. Last-week, “Captain 
| Castile” (20th), (m.o.), $2,000. 





Swordsman Hot 


1246 in Cold Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 20. 

Weather hasn’t been playing ball 
| with the boxoffice this week, and 
grosses generally are dipping as a re- 
sult. “Road te Rio,” however, hold- 
|ing up in second stanza at Stanley 
will top new pix by a comfortable 
margin. “Swordsman” got away to 
nice start at Harris, but isn’t main- 
taining the pace. “Sleep, My Love,” 
at Penn, never got in groove and 
thereafter couldn’t overcome temr 
perature and the notices 


Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea) (1°700; 44-76)— 
“Captain Castile” (20th) (2d wk). 
Managing to hang on fairly well and 
should do neat $11,000, more than 
enough to earn another stanza. Last 
week, was very good $16.000. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 44-76)— 
“Swordsman” (Col). Only new pic- 
ture to open Saturday (17), giving it 
a good getaway, smart $12,500. Last 
week. third of “Gentleman's Agraoe- 
ment” (20th), 3 days.. oke $3,000, 
giving it smash $49,000 for 17-day 
run. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 44-76) 
—‘Sleep, My Love” (UA). Despite 
heavy campaign, including 2-day 
visit of producer Buddy Rogers and 

lenty of space in dailies, this one 


ooks only $13,500, modest. Last 
| week, “If Winter Comes” (M-G), 
ditto. 


Ritz (Loew's) (800: 44-76) — “If 

Winter Comes” (M-G) (m.o.). Mod- 
erate $2.500. Last week, “Good 
News” (M-G) (m.o.), $3,500. 
* Senator (Harris) (1.750: 44-76)— 
“Gentleman's Agreement” (20th) 
(m.o.). After 17 days at Harris. still 
has considerable strength with $5,000 
likely. Last week, “Lady in Jam” 
(U) and “Lady from Cheyenne” (U) 
(reissues), $3,000. 

poe). S (WB) (3.800: 44-76)— 
“Road to Rio” (Par) (2d wk). Strong 
$15,000. Last week was smash 
| $26.000. 

Seorner (WB) (2.000: 44-76)—“Al- 
ways Together” (WB) and “Adven- 
ture Island” (Par). This twinner 
| doesn’t have too mutch to offer at 
around $6.000. Last week. “Wild 
Irish Rose” (WB) (m.o.) nice $17,000. 











Grosses Are Net 


Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., with- 
out the 20% tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income. 

The  parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as_ indicated, 
include the U.S. amusement tax. 





(Col) (m.o.), fine | 


Cold Wave Chills N 


906; ‘Secret’ 246, 


Broadway firstruns continue to be 
plagued by severe winter weather, 
with two near-zero cold spells and a 
new snowstorm over the weekend 
| taking a toll in current session. Film 
theatres were just recovering from 
lthe snow and rain of last Tuesday 
|} (3) when the mercury dropped to 
| near 10 degrees on Wednesday night, 





Pwith the cold continuing on Thurs- 
day (15). A new snowstorm Satur-| 
|day (17) night was followed by an- 
other near-zero cold spell Sunday | 
(18) night and Monday (19). Snow, 
which was light in New York City, 
was 5-10 imches deep in suburban 
|} spots. These factors, of course, cut 


ideeply into usual patronage coming 
| from commuter areas. 

|. Fact that the vast majority of 
| houses are filled with holdovers, sev- 
| eral at tag-end of extended runs, also 
| is cutting into the overall total gross 
lof N. Y. deluxers. 

Only three new pictures have teed 
| off during the past seven days al- 
| though a reissue and the usual two 
}second-runs at the State also were 
| brought in. Best of the compara- 
\tively disappointing lot is “Ideal 
Husband,” with stageshow headed by 
Ilona Massey and Rosario & Antonio, 
at the Roxy. This bill, booked only 


for two weeks, looks to hit a big 
$90,000 in the first. 
“Secret Beyond the Door,” which 


opened on Thursday (15) at the Win- 
ter Garden, looks only passably good 
at $24,000 or less. “Furia” opened 
last (Tues.) night at the Rialto after 


eight record-breaking weeks of 
“Panic.” Latter held to $5,000 °in 
final six days, nearly as much as 


many domestic thrillers formerly got 
at this bandbox theatre in the first 
seven days. 

“Ninotchka,” reissue at the Little 
Carnegie, is doing fine with $9,000 
likely in first week ending Friday 
(23). “Swordsman” and “Husband's 
Affairs” wound up its week at the 
State last (Tues.) night with strong 
$17,000.. “Paradine Case” with stage- 
show, obviously hurt by the bad 
weather, looks to finish its second 
week at the Music Hall today (Wed.) 
with strong $133,000. This fs about 
$7,000 off from the first session, 
which also was hurt 
weather conditions. 

Paramount tees off with “I Walk 
Alone” and stagebill topped by Jerry 
Wald band, Andy Russell and Helen 
Forrest today (Wed.) after four big 
weeks of “Where There’s Life” and 
stageshow topped by Stan Kenton 
band and Vic Damone. Helped by 
a preview last (Tues.) night, this 
bill will end its fourth stanza at okay 
$60,000, but considerably. below the 
smash first two weeks. 

Strand opens “Treasure of Sierra 
Madre” and Lionel Hampton band 
on stage next Friday (23) after a few 
days over four weeks with “Wild 
Irish Rose” and stageshow headed 
by Ink Spots. “Rose” looks to reach 
near $44,000 in final 9 days, mild. 
Capitol also is bringing in a new 
show, Opening tomorrow (Thurs.) 
with “If Winter Comes” and stage- 
bill oreo by Sammy Kaye band. 
“High all” and Tommy Dorsey 
band heading stageshow looks to 
come near $50,000 or under in fourth 
frame ending today (Wed.). 

“Henry V,” which will reach 
$5,500 in final six days of seventh 
week, will call it a day at the Park 
Avenue after tomorrow (Thurs.) so 
the picture can get into neighbor- 
hood houses. Picture still was show- 
ing nice profit, and remarkable in 
view of fact that this is the fourth 
firstrun house it has played in Man- 
hattan. Park Ave. opens “Holiday 
Camp” on Friday (23). 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (Siritzky) (1,200; 70- 
$1.50)—“Volpone” (Indie) (4th wk). 
Still in lush coin at $14,000 in week 
ending next Thursday (22), after 
$15,500 for third. 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 80-$1.80) 
—‘“Bishop’s Wife” (RKO) (7th wk). 


by severe 





Sixth stanza ended last (Tues.) 
night was solid $40,000 after $44,000 
in fifth. Stays on. 


Bijou (City Inv.) (650; 85-$1.50)— 
“Beauty and Beast” (Indie) (5th 
wk). Continues. sturd'ly, fourth 
frame ended last Monday (19) night 
being $8,500 after $11,000 in third. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$1.50) 
—"‘High Wali” (M-G) with Tommy 
Dorsey orch on stage (4th-final wk). 
Current week ending today (Wed.) 
is windup at very mild $50,000 or 
less after $55,000 on third, which 
was below hopes. “If Winter Comes” 
(M-G) plus Sammy Kaye  orch, 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700; 60- 
$1.25)—“‘Gentleman Was Indiscreet” 
(U) (4th wk-6 days). In final ses- 
sion looks to hit very good $16,000 
or better. Previous session was nice 
$25,000. “T-Men” (EL) opens to- 
morrow (Thurs.}. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.20)— 
“Body and Soul” (UA) (11th wk). 
Staying up well at $19,000 after 
$20,000 for 10th round. 


Golden (RKO) (769; $1.20-$2.40)— 
“Mourning Becomes Electra” (RKO) 





Y. But ‘Husband’ 
Plus Massey-Rosario & Antonio Hot 


‘Paradine’ 1336, 2d 


(9th wk). Continues in money at 
| $7,000 after $7,200 for 8th stanza. 


| Will continue only until Feb. 1, 
|The Idiot’ (Indie) opens Feb. 4, 
|Siritzkys bringing in this French- 
made as first offering in operation 
of house 

Gotham (Brandt) (900; 70-$1.40) 

“Women in Night” (FC) (2d-final 
wk). Second stanza ending next Fri- 


day (23) probably will sag to $7,009 


| or less after okay $7,500 initial week, 
Little Carnegie (Indie) (460; 95- 
| $1.20) — “Ninotchka” (M-G) (reis- 


| sue), For first week ending next Fri- 
day (23» probably will hit $9,000, 
fine for a reissue. Last week, “Nich- 
olas Nickleby” (U) (7th wk), $3,500. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736: 70-$1.50) 
“Gentleman's Agreement” (20th) 
(llth wk). Tenth frame ended last 
Monday (19) night was strong $37,- 
300 after $40,000 for ninth. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.20)— 
“Tycoon” (RKO) (4th wk). Oke 
$17,000 in sight for fourth stanza end- 
ing today (Wed.). Stays fifth week 
starting tomorrow (Thurs.), with 
“Night Song” (RKO) due in next 
but no date set. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
—‘*T Walk Alone” (Par) with stage- 


show topped by Jerry Wald orch, 
Andy Russell, Helen Forrest, Dick 
Wesson. Opens today (Wed.). Last 
week, “Where There's Life” (Par) 


plus stagebill headed by Stan Ken- 
ton orch, Vic Damone. Fourth week 
ended last (Tues.) night was okay 
$60,000 after nice $70,000 for third. 

Park Avenue (U) (583: $1.20-$1.50) 
— ‘Henry V” (UA) (7th wk). Neat 
$5,500 for current stanza of six days 
ending tomorrow (THurs.) aftér trim 
$7,000 in sixth. “Holiday’ Camp” 
(U) is set to open Friday (23). 
“Henry” could have. continued but 
distributor wanted to get it out te 
N. Y. neighborhoods. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,045; 70-$2.40)—‘Paradine 
Case” (SRO) plus stageshow (2d 
wk). Holding up in strong fashion 
at $133,000 in initial holdover stanza, 
snow and cold hurting. First was 
very big $140,000, storm on Jan. 13 
cutting this below hopes. 


Rialto (Mayer) (594; 35-85)— 
“Furia” (FC). Opened yesterday 
(Tues.),. Last week, “Panic” (Tri- 


Color) (8th wk), held up remark- 
ably well to get $5,000 in final 6 
days after $6,500 in 7th round. 
French-made_ established long-run 
record at house. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25) 
—"Captain Castile” (20th) (4th wk). 
Still skidding, with good $30,000 in 
sight the current week ending today 
(Wed.); third was nite $38,000. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50)— 
“Ideal Husband” (20th) with Ilona 
Massey, Rosario & Antonio, Rolly 
Rolls topping stagebill (2d-final wk). 
First stanza ended last (Tues.) night 
went to big $90,000 but stays over 
only this second week because of 
prior bookings. In ahead, third 
week of “Daisy Kenyon” (20th) with 
stageshow headed by Lanny Ross 
was fine $75,000 in 6 days. “You 
Were Meant for Me” (20th) opens on 
Jan. 28, 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 43-$1.10)— 
“Good News” (M-G) (2d run) and 
“Murder -in Reverse” (Indie) (1st 
run). Open today (Wed.). Last 
week, “Swordsman” (Col) and “Hus- 
band’s Affairs” (Col) (2d runs), 
$17,000. ; 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.50)— 
“Wild Irish Rose’ (WB) and stage- 
show topped by Ink Spots (4th wk-9 
days). In blowoff session concluding 
tomorrow (Thurs.) looks to land 
only $44,000 or less; third was okay 
$40,000. “Treasure of Sierra Madre” 
(WB) with Lionel Hampton orch, 
Red & Curly, others on stage, opens 
Friday (23). 

Sutton (Rugoff-Becker) (561; 70- 

$1.25)—“Know Where I’m Going” 
(U) (23d wk). For 22d week ending 
last Monday (19) looks fancy $4,600, 
just a step ahead of 2Ist session’s 
$4,500. 
Victoria (City Inv.) (720; 70-$1.20) 
—"Fugitive” (RKO) (4th wk). 
Fourth frame ending today (Wed.) 
suffered from stormy weather to land 
big $17,000. Third was great $26,000, 
albeit below expectancy. Continues 
indef. 

Warner (WB) (1,499: 90-$1.50)— 
“Voice of Turtle” (WB) (4th wk). 
Looks to hit mild $14,500 or under 
this week; third was $16,000. 

Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 60- 
$1.20)—“‘Secret Beyond Door” (U), 
In first week ending today (Wed.) 

robably will hit passably good 
24,000 but not up to expectations 
in view of fairly good reviews. Last 
week, “Exile” (U) (3d wk), $16,060. 





AMPA Acting on Slate 


Future plans of Associated Motion 
Picture Advertisers and action on & 
new slate of officers will be taken up 
at a closed meeting Friday (23) noon 
in New York. 

AMPA ramed a nominating come 
mittee at its Christmas meeting. 
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Another Signal Honor for a Very Wonderful Motion Picture 


UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL is ex- 


tremely happy to announce that 














“A DOUBLE LIFE” will be the next at- 
traction at the Radio City Music Hall. 


It is another signal honor to add to 
those already paid to this wonderful 
motion picture by all who have seen it. 


“The greatest performance in 
Ronald Colman’s long career...a 
powerful, fascinating attraction.” 

.—Motion Picture Daily 


2 | 7 “Designed to hit wide and popu- 
4 1 lar appeal.” — The Exhibitor 


“A polished package of class 
screen entertainment.” — Variety 


£ . 4 “Should win loud acclaim.” 
” - i —Box Office 


“| "a. “Another high spot of the season.” 
2 —The Film Daily 
KANIN PRODUCTIONS Presents : 


Rup ld Coleua ee , 


giving NEW greatness to the Screen in 


A DOUBLE LIFE 


with 


_ SIGNE HASSO +: EDMOND O'BRIEN 


SHELLEY WINTERS + RAY. COLLINS « PHILIP LOEB 


Written by RUTH GORDON and GARSON KANIN 
Directed by GEORGE CUKOR » Produced by MICHAEL KANIN 
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Night Song’ $17,000, McCoy’ 146, Det. | TMBERLANE’ Lusty Helped by New Pix; Meant for Me 
; Meant for Me 
- 7 
4 ? Cincinnati, Jan. 20. ‘ce 4 e 
ces y ve ia or Downtown biz is in seasonal stride (Ta a : op 1é 
y and slightly better than last week ? ‘ 
“ despite the winter's lowest tem 
Detroit, Jan. 20. ature over the weekend. ‘ass 
Film biz mainly is near normal Timberlane” is several paces ahead l an 
here this week. . Staying power of Key City Grosses of “Swordsman” to top the town ‘Prince e ? ‘Swor m 
“T Walk a % ooo ween 2 oy a smash Capitol figure. “Out 
Broadway-Capitol, is drawing atten- o ue” is on the bright side. Hold- ‘ ( as 
tion. Stahdout among new entries Estimated Total Gross overs “Road to Rio” i “Wild Irish Los Angeles, Jan. 20. a gl Bandit Gt5008, Last weer 
are “Night Song” and “Killer Mc- This Week $3,003,000 Rose” are lusty. Five new bills are teeing off the a ad Ca 
Coy.” “Sleep, My Love” is okay but (Based 23 es site 226 we Estimates for This Week current week but only two are com- Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 60-$1 ~ 
“Senator Was Indiscreet” looks mod- asee on cuties nes Albee (RKO) (3,100: 50-75) —|manding major attention “You | “Swordsman” (Col) and “Mary Lou 
erate for the huge Fox. tres, chiefly first runs, mctuding “Swordsman” (Col). Solid $14,000.| Were Meant for Me,” in four thea- | (Col) Slow $14,000. Last week, 
“Road To Rio” continues great at J) Last week, “Wild Irish Rose” (WB) | tres, is pleasing $64,000 while “Treas- | “Tycoo1 (RKO) (sa WK) ind 
the Palms even in fourth week. Total Gross Same Week (2d wk), great $16,000 | ure of Sierra Madre.” in_ three “Glamo r Girl” (Col) (2d wk). light 
Estimates for This Week Last Year . $3,046,000 Capitol (RKO) (2,000: 50-70)— | houses, looks to hit good $56,000 $9.300 
Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95)— (Based on 19 cities 182 theatres) | “Cass Timberlane” (M-G). Smash| “Prince of Thieves” and “Shepherd Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 60-$1) 
“Green Dolphin. Street” (M-G) (4th | $19,000. Holds Last week, “If| Valley” shape as okay $30,500 in “Road to Rio” (Par) (3d wk) and 
wk), Still slipping at $6,000 as Winter Comes” (M-G), 8 days, | five situations, mostly small-seaters, | “Big Town After Dark” (Par) (2d 
against $11,000 for third. “¢ 9 * moderate $9,500 but “The Swordsman” looks mild at | wk) Nice $16,000 Last veek, 
Broadway- -Capitol (United Detroit) | Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-75) —| $31,000 in two houses. “Roosevelt | $23,300 
(3,309; 70-95)—"I Walk Alone” (Par) e “Always Together” (WB) and “Last | Story” is disappointing $22,500 and Paramount Hollywood (F& M) (1,- 
and “Fabulous Texan” (Rep) (2d Roundup” (Col). Mild $5,500. Last! stays only two days of second frame. 451: 60-$1)—“Road to Rio” (Par) (3d 
wk). Good staying power at $17,000 week, “Upturned Glass” (U), so-so | “Gentleman’s Agreement * head-| wk) Trim $14.000 Last veek, 
against sock $24,000 for first. $6,000. | ing advanced-price runs, looks sturdy | $16,700 
Dewntown (Balaban) (2.683; 70- to Keith’s (CI) (1,542; 50-75)—“Out $24,500 in ia round two spots RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2.890; 60- 
95)—"Killer McCoy” (M-G) and of Blue” (EL). All right $7,500. Last “Road to Rio” still is nice at $30 000 80)—“Sw rdsman” (Col) nd “Mary 
“Bowery Buckeroos’ (Mono). Solid week, “Lost Moment” (U), fairish| jn two Paramount houses in. third Lou” (Col). "Fait €17000. Last 
$14,000. Last week, “Pirates Monte- Baltimore, Jan. 20. $6,000. week and stays a fourth. Most othe: watt “Ty “oon” (RKO { Id wk) at d 
rey” (U) and “Frieda” (U), fair| Frigid weather is nicking b.o. fig-| Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 50-75) —|holdovers are ligh i miccinnk Geek ities) (2A wh). of 
: po ‘ , ‘ gnt. Glamour Girl” (Col) (2d wk), slaw 
$9,000. ures here with trade way off. “Sena- | “Road to Rio” (Par). Holding up on . $12.400 
Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70-95) | tor Was Indiscreet” is in nice posi- | moveover for fifth downtown stanza. Estimates for This Week 0 agg ae SE eR ae 
“Senator Was Indiscreet,” (U) and | tion at Keith’s, “I Walk Alone” will | Satisfactory $5,500 trailing strong Apollo (FWC) (600; 60-85 )— Rits (FWC) (1,370; 60-$1 ) . sene- 
“Crime Doctor’s Gamble” (Col). | get top coin at the Stanley. Some $7,500 fourth round. “Prince of Thieves” (Col) and) tor (U) (3d wk) Fina s at $6,060. 
Modest $22,000. Last opus, “Daisy | action also reported for Loew’s Cen-| Palace (RKO) (2,600: 50-75) —| “Shepherd of V alley” (20th). Okay Last week, sturdy $8,200 
Kenyon” (20th) and “Dangefous | tury entry of*‘Sleep My Love.” “Woman’s Vengeance” (U). Tame | $3,000. Last week, “T-Men” (EL) Studio City (FW ( (880: 60-$1)— 
Years” (WB), $23,000. Estimates for This Week $9,500. Last week, “Intrigue” (UA),| and “Linda Be Good” (EL) (2d wk), | “Senator” (U) (3d wk). Oke $3.500. 
Michigan (UD) (4,039; 70-95)— |! Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20-| sturdy $13,500. $2,100. Last week, good $4,800 
“Sleep, My Love” (UA) and “Smart | 60)\—“Sleep My Love” (UA). Draw- Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 50-74) — Belmont (FWC) (1,532: 60-$1) United Artists (UA) (2.100: 60-S1) 
Politics” (Mono). Okay $18,000. Last | ing good $15,000. Last week, second | “Wild Irish Rose” (WB). Moreover | “Prince Thieves” (Col) and “Shep- “Senator” (U) (8d wk) and “Chi- 
i week. “Wild Irish Rose” (WB) and | of “Good News” (M-G), solid $12,900. | for third fling on main stem. Still | herd Valley” (20th) Neat $4.000.) nese Ring” (Mono) (2d wk Thin 
: “Curley” (UA), (2d wk), strong Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; | Sugary at $7,000. Last week, “Daisy | Last week “T-Men (EL) and, $5,500. Last week, fair $9,100 
$18,500 | 25-70)—“Love From Stfanger” (EL) | Kenyon (20th) (m.o.), slow $4,500. | “Linda” (EL) (3d wk-5 days). $1,900. Uptewn (FWC) (1.719: 60-S1) 
| Palms (UD) (2,976; 70-85) —‘“Road | plus Claude Thornhill oreh on stage. | Beverly (FWC) (1,352; 80-$1.50)— ‘Meant for Me” (20th) and “Danger- 
To Rio” (Par).and “Big Town After | Okay $16,000. Last week, “Swords- “Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th)| ous Years” (20th) Smart $12,000. 
Dark” (Par) (4th wk), Great $14.000 | man” (Col) and vaude (2d wk), big (4th wk). Nice $9,500. Last weck,! Last week, “Castile” (20th) (3d wk- t 
after $17,000 third week. | $13,000. ‘ris ose OW $10,800. 8 days), good $7,300 i 
j United Artists (UD) (2,976; 70-95) | MKeith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- Vogue (FWC) (885; 85-$1.20)— # 
; —‘Night Song” (RKO) and “Head- | 60)—‘Senator Indiscreet” (U). Trim Blumenfeld) (826; 65-$1)—‘“Roose- | “Paradine Case” (SRO) (3d wk). 1a 
; ing For Heaven” (EL). Fast $17,000. | $14,000. Last week, “Road to Rio” velt Story’ (UA) and “Dragnet” | Pleasing $8,500. Last week, $10,800. Be 
Last week, “Good News” (M-G) and | (Par) (3d wk), great $9,000 in 5 days (SG). Thin $3,500. Last week, Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 60-$1)— 2 
“Son of Rusty” (Col) (2d wk), fine | and sock $41,800 in 19 days. in rigt “Christmas Eve” (UA) (2d wk).| “Killer McCoy” (M-G). (2d wk). 4 § 
$14,000. Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 35-55)—“The $2,600. Down to $7,000. Last week, nifty ‘ei 
—— Flame” (Rep). Neat $6,500 or over. Bruin (FWC) (876: 85-$1.20)— | $10,500. 14 i 
‘ > ? Last week, ‘Verdoux” (UA) (2d wk), Kansas City, Jan. “Paradine Case” (SRO) (3d wk). Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 60-51)— ag \ 
Hub Off Bat Agreement $5,000. Town is steady but ‘pent roe Finals at $6,000 in 6 days. Last week, | “Sierra Madre” (WB). Good $17.000. | ; 
New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— | temperatures the middle of last week | good $8,500. Last week, “Irish Rose” (WB) (3d 1 
T id 30 000: ‘i Lo ? |“Captain Castile” (20th) (4th wk). | Will hold back totals. “Wild Irish!” Carthay Cirele (FWC) (1,518: 80- | wk), sharp $10,000. ; . i 
orrl 5 s y ve Maintaining good pace at $8,000 after | Rose,” at Paramount, is getting top | $1.50 )—‘‘Bishop's Wife” (RKO) (4th cE ERR SEF VU: “Ss Ls if 
0k With 356 9 good $10,800 opener. | ae, -" a ae 3 ae and|wk). Good $12,000. Last week, ik i 
|” Stanley (WB) (3,280: 25-75)—“I | holdover enator as Indiscreet” | $14,100. S Sl Do p eo. me 
e Wit ’ Spots: Walk Alone” (Par). Sturdy $16,000. | at. Tower- Uptown - Fairway looks| Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048: 60- ONOW DIOWS VOWN TTOv. om iF 
; Boston, Jan. 20. |Last week, “Wild Irish Rose” (WB) _ ane had Audrey Totter in|$1)—“You Were Meant for Me” aa i 
“Gentlemen's Agreement” is lead-| (2d wk), big $14,700. t personal appearances opening) (20th). Nift 16,500, 8 iil B ‘ Lo H 236 ae oF 
ing the town currently and taking | Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65 )— rod poe i; —— Wall” into gear | “Captain Cate” aon} tae we ut y ve ep ; t | 
most of the ready money, with other | “Roosevelt Story” (UA). Fat $10,000 | fOr 4 Sturdy week. | days), big $11,000. . ? - ‘i i 
houses trailing. Biz settled back/| after second week of “Tycoon” Estimates for This Week | hs tn yt op (1,145:  60-$1 wh Road Rousing at 184G 2 t 
again after a nice post-holiday spurt, | (RKO), hit sock $9, 500. | Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45-| “Prince Thieves” (Col) and “Shep- , ng of ti 
with the weather generally blamed $$$ ______ cn é Bese: aes Story” Riek oh and | herd Valley” (20th). Oke $4,500. Last Three bien nae aes Reef the ae | 
“Sleep My Love” at the State and’ « y ‘ ouisiana” (Mono). eaded for) week, “Senator liscreet” (U) agg he 3 are. gar g ag 
Orpheum is on the disappointing Castile’ Fast $20, 000 | mildish $3,500. Last week, “Gang- “Chinese Ring” (Mone). ad w 18 coin this week though a heavy snow- ae i 
side. “Daisy Kenyon” at the Met is I B ff.: ‘K 15G ster (Mono) and “Thunderbolt” | days), fast $4,500 fall Saturday (17) put a crimp into F i 
offish } n u e9 enyon’ Or | (Mono), $5,500. Downtown (WB) (1,800; 60-$1 | biz. To facilitate snow removal i) 
“Pirates of Monterey” plus Lanny Buffalo, Jan. 20. Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 45-65)—|-Treasure Sierra Madre” (W§).| Rhode Islanders were asked to keep i 
4 Ros¢ and Marie McDonald onstage| Biz is way off this week. only | “High Wall” (M-G) and “Mary Lou”| Brisk $21,000. Last week. “Wild i autos off streets, and this may iM i 
: at RKO looks only so-so. “Road to | ‘Capt. From Castile” shaping up (Col), with Audrey Totter in for) frish Rose’ (WB) (3d wk), fancy hurt further, On the peppy side dre | 
; Rio” is fancy on moveover in two! strongly. “Daisy Kenyon” ‘is only three personal appearances Wednes- | $12 600. Strand's Road To Rio.” the State's i 
j spots. modest. day. Sturdy $16,000. Last week,|" Downtown Music Hall (Blumen-| ~ OCP, MY Love” and “Captain from 
a ie Estimates for This Week Killer McCoy” (M-G) and “Glamour | feld ) (872: 60-$1 "Roosevelt Story” Castile.” Last-named is in initial 
| on: ’ Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— | Girl” (Col), $17,000. (UA) and “Dragnet” (SG). Slow holdover stenas, 
{ eats cae Siectt ak | ‘Daisy Kenyon” (20th) and “Roses | Orpheum (RKO) (1.900; 45-65)—| $11,000. Last week. “Christmas Eve” Estimates for This Week 
q 000 after ereat $20,000 in third. | Ate Red” (20th). Modest $15,000 ae~ of Rien soe hos im $10,000) (UA) (24 wk). only $6,400. Albee (RKO) (2,200: 44-65)—"“Out 
E Boston (RKO) (3,200: 50-$1.10)— | Last week “Cass Timberlane” (M-G) | 1ooms. Se agie Town Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— of Past” (RKO) and “Caravan” 
3 OD entac aes? ET) gn (2d wk), nice $15,500. (RKO), $11,000. *, “Killer McCoy” (M-G) (2d wk). Fai (RKO). Opens tomorrow (Wed.). 
Pirates Monterey” (U) plus Lanny Gr . : : Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— alr “ a 
Resd Serie MacDonald. others. on reat Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 40-70)"| ,... - vee Ngecntt $6,000 in 6 days. Last week, $12.000.| In ahead, “The Exile” (U) .and 
~~ - d, others. 0M) “Captain Castile” (20th). Big | “Wild Irish Rose” (WB) solid from) El Rey (FWC) (861; 6 “Palooka in Knockout” (RKO). sl 
stage. Mild $23,000. Last week, “Cap- oe 2 3 PY f ' > | opening and rousing $20,000 looks 4 ° . 0-$1)— | ooKa in nockou : SOW 
tain Castile’ (20th) plus Helen For- | $20,000. Last week. Road to Rio” &, ’ Prince Thieves” (Col) and “Shep- | $10,000. 


possible with extended run a virtual 


Riz GREE 


dah pili da IG Nt yh 


| 








rest. Dick Buckley, others, on stage | (Par) (2d wk), great $16,000. 


(3d wk). bis $20,000. Hippodreme (Shea) (2,100; 40-70) 
Exeter (Indie) (1,000; 45-65)—“To | — Road to Rio” (Par) (m.o.). Nice 
Live in Peace” (Indie) and “Jeannie” | $8,500. Last week, “Carnegie Hall 
(indie) (4th wk). Lively $4,000 after | (UA). only $9,000. as 
$4.800 for last week. Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70) Cass | 
Fenwav (M-P) (1.373: 40-80)— Timberlane” (M- G) (m.o.). Good 


“Road to Rio” (Par) and “Dragnet” $4.500. Last week, “Forever Amber 


(SG 0 : oak aa | (20th), $5,000. 
wie a eee ce aaid Lagayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— | 
“Chinese Ring” * (Mono) (2d wk), | “Senator Was Indiscreet” (U) and 
$5,000 " : ‘|*Devil Ship” (Col). Mild $13,000. 
Kenmore (Indie) (900: 45-65 )— | Last week, “Swordsman” (Col) 
“Shoe-Shine Boy” (Indie) (3d wk). | | and — omens (col) (2d 
Holding t 700 | Wk). okay $10,000. 
for last. EES gee ee afier 98,200) 26th Century ars (3,000; 
Memorial ( O) (3,000: 40-80 )— | 40-70)—"Magic Town” (RKO) and 
“Gehtlemen’s sgy vt moners (20th). | ‘Desperate” (RKO). _,50-sO° $13,000. 
Biesest thing in town at wham $30,-| Last week, “Tycoon (RKO) (2d 


000. Last week, “Tycoon” (RKO) and | wk), nice $10,000. 
“Tracy Meets Gruesome” (RKO) (2d _ 


 abtrebeneat ne p) «4367; 40-90) ‘Bachelor’ $18, 000, Mont’! 


—Daisy Kenyon” (20th) and “Slip- | 


Montreal, Jan. 


pery McGee” (SG). Weather’s too} ,, 
tough for the rll ares oe ee ‘Wild Harvest,” at Palace, “and 
$22,000. Last week, “Road to Rio”) Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer,” at 


| Loew's, are running neck-and-neck 
| for top honors this week. 
Estimates for This Week 


(Par) and “Dragnet” (SG) (2d wk), | 
solid $21,000. 


Old South (Siritsky ) (700: 40-80 Satin | 


“Miracl “ye Loew’s (C.T.) (3,115; 35-47-67)— 
“Volea . te een PI int ‘Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO). 
$2.000. Last week. subsequent-runs, | Nige $18,000. Last week, “Road to 
Orpheum (Loew) (3.000: 40-80)- Rio” (Par) (2d wk). big $16,000. 
“Sleep My Love” (UA) and “Glam- | Capitol (C.T.) (2,610; 30-45-62 )— | 
our Girl” «Col). Didn't catch on as| “Sleep My Love” (UA). Fair $15,500. |“ 
expected but okay at $23.000. Last | Last week, “Singapore (U), $14,000 
week, “If Winter Comes” (M-G)! wala ar ao he ety OF 
and “ ‘der i ; i » | wi arves (Par). Sock $16. 
$24 en in Reverse Col ‘| Last week, “This Time for Keeps” | 
Paramount (M-P) (1.700: 40-80)—| ‘M-G) (2d wk), $13.000 ; 
“Road to Rio” (Par) and. “Dragnet” | Princess (C.T.) (2,270; 30-40-53 — 
(SG) (m.o.). Sound $17,000 Last | “Lucky Gagin” (U) and “Out Cal- 
week, “Wild Irish Rose” (WB) and | ifernia Way” (Rep). Okay $6,000 
“Chinese Ringe” (Mono) (2d wk),| Last week, “Long Night” (RKO) and 
strone $14.000_ “Two Blondes, Redhead (Cot), 
State (Toew) (3,500: 40-80 )—"Sleep $8.500. ae e 
Mv Love” (UA) and “Glamour Girl” Imperial (C.T.) (1.916; 30-40-50 )— 
(Col). Offish $12.000. Last wee k, “Ie | “Bulldog Drummond Strikes” (Col) 
Winter Comes” (M-G) and “Murder | | and ° ‘Blondie’s Holiday (Col ). Small , 
in Reverse” (Col). $10,000. $3,500. Last week, “Thief of Bag- 
Transivx (Translux) (900: 30-74 )— | dad” (Indie ) and “Over the Moon 
“Toave Her to Heaven” (20th) and! (Indie) (reissues), solid $6,000. — 
“The Snider” (20th) Greissves). Dull Orpheum (C.T.) (1,119; 30-40-60 )— 
$4.000. 1: week, “Mad Monster” , “Rebecca (SRO). Good $4,000. Last 
UW) an? “™ her's Claw” (U) (re-| week: “Le Journal Tombe (EL) | 
issues), $4,800, ‘and “Jeannou” (EL), $4,500. 





‘Mfaiwr’ 


' Fair $6,500. Last 


certainty. Last week, “Road to Rio” 
| (Par) (4th wk), 


big $8.000. 

Roxy (‘(Durwood) (900; 
“Second Chorus” 
“Road to Hollywood” (Indie). 
erate $4,500. Last week, 


| (EL) and “Blonde Savage” (EL), 
| $5,000. 

Tower-Uptown-Fairway ‘(Fox Mid- 
west) (2,100, 2,043, 700: 45-65)— 
“Senator Was Indiscreet” (U). Bare- 
ly average at $14,000. Last week, 
“Captain Castile’ (20th) (2d wk),! 
fancy $14,000 





Portland, Ore.. Jan. 20. 
Downtown houses are really 


slump this week because of the 
after-holiday dip and a 5c. admis- | 
sion boost. “Cass Timberlane,” a | 
holdover at the Broadway, is still | 
ithe hottest thing in town.. “Magic 
Town” at the Paramount and “Her 


Husband's Affair” at the Mayfair are 


new entries but are far from big. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway TParker) (1.832: 50-85) 


45-65 )— 
(Par) (reissue) afd 
Mod- 
“Caravan” 


Trim $6,000, Port. 





in a. 


week, okay $10,000. | “Gentleman's 


herd Valley” (20th), Fine $4,000. Last Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1.400; 44-65) 


week, “T-Men” (EL) and “Linda” | —“Wild Irish Rose” (WB) (2d run). 
(EL) (3d wk-5 days), $2,900. | Nice $4,000 after peppy $5.000 in first 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; $1.20)— . hoveover sesh. 

“Beauty and Beast” (Indie), Robust Fay’s (Fay) (1,400: 44-65) — 
$7,500. Last week, “Peg of Old “Tender Years” (20th) (reissue) and 
Drury” (Indie) and “Boccaccio”, vaude on stage. Not bad $6,500. Last 
(Indie) (reissues), slight $1,700 at week, “Gay Ranchero” (Rep) and 
85c scale. | vaude, $7,000. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900: $1.20- Majestic (Fay) (2.200; 44-65)— 
$1.80 )—“"Mourning Becomes Electra” | “Captain Castile’ (20th) (2d wk). 
(RKO) (4th wk). Pleasing $6,000. Very nice $14,000. First week was 
Last week, $7.000. big $18,000. 

Guild (968: 60-$1}—“Senator” (U) Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
and “Chinese Ring” (Mono) (2d wk).. 65)—‘Pittsburgh” (U) and “Green 
Fair $3,000. Last week, $4.400. Hell” (U) (reissues). So-so $7,500, 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (1,106: Last week, “Love from Stranger” 
60-$1)—“Roosevelt Story” (UA) and) (Mono) and “Vance’s Secret Mission” 
“Dragnet” (SG). Light $4,000. Last ‘Mono), fair $9,500 in 6 days. ; 
week, “Christmas Eve’ (UA) (2d State (Loew) (3,200: 44-65) — 
wk), shim $2.900. “Sleep, My Love” (UA) and “Murder 

Hollyweod (WB) (2,756; 60-$1)— In Reverse” (UA). Hep $23,000. Last 
“Sierra Madre” (WB). Good $18,000.’ week “The Swordsman” (Col) and 
Last week. “Irish Rose” ‘WB? (3d “Two Blondes, Redhead” (Col), 

| wk), neat $9,000. smash $28,000. 

Hollywood Music Hall ‘(Blumen- Strand (Silverman) (2.200; (44-65) 
feld) (475: 60-85 )—“Roosevelt Story” “Road to Rio” (Par). Second week 
(UA) and “Dragnet” (SG). Oke $4.- opened Monday (19). First session 
000. Last week, “Christmas Eve” was rousing $18,500. 

| (UA) (2d wk), slow $2.800. punbbascntiiethpiciee 


Iris (F WC) (828: 60-85 }—“Senator” 
(U) (3d wk). Fair $2,500. Last week, 


‘WALK’ ALONE BIG IN 


—'Cass Timberlane” (M-G) (2d wk). | okay $4.600 
Hot $14,000 Last w eek, $20,609. i Laurel (Rosener ) (890: $1.20) 
fair | ker) (1500: 50-85)— | “Barber of Seville” (Indie) (2d wk). SLOW FRISCO, $28, 000 
et sory Aftalr” (Col) and “Paci- | Neat $4,000. Last week, $4,900. 
fie Adventure” (Col). Excellent $6,- Loew's State (‘Loew-WC) (2,404: San Francisco. Jan. 20. 
000 or near. Last week, “Daisy Ken- 60-$1 )—*‘Meant for Me (20th ) and Business continues okay here at 
\von” (WB) and “Devil Ship” (Col) | “Dangerous Years’ (20th). Strong spots where pictures are unusually 
(2d wk), fancy $3,900. | $25,500. Last week. “C astile (20th) potent, otherwise being nearly 30% 
| Oriental (H-E) (2.000: 50-85) — | (3d wk-8 days), good $16.500. off currently. Overall total is being 
l.cavtain Castile’ (20th) (2d wk)| Les Amgeles (D'town-WC) (2.091: dragged down by so many holdovcrs. 
nate th Or sheum. Fair $5.000, | §0-$1)—“Killer McCoy” (M-G) (2d too, “I Walk Alone” looks standout 
peat cc <: terrifie $11,500 ‘| wk). Down to $14,000. Last week, with a big session at the Paramount. 
ki Seam een: ios bright $27,700. , “Walter Mitty” looks nice at the 
| Orpheum (H-F) pra Tear way | Loyela (FWC) (1,248: 60-$1)— huve Fox, 
|“Captain Castile’ (20th) (2d wk). | «Meant for Me” (20th). Bright $10.- ‘ 
Rey Oriental. Excellent $8.500. Last 000. fon week. “Castile” (20th) (3d Estimates for This Week 
week, sock $15,700. wk-8 days), good $7,300. Golden Gate (RKO) (2.844; 65-$1) 
Paramount (H-E) (3,400: 50-85)— Orpheum (D'town-WC) (2.210; 60- “Tycoon (RKO) (3d wk) plus 
“Magic Town” (RKO?) and “Riff-|$1)—"Prince Thieves” (Col) and vaude headed by Lina Romay and 
| Raff’ (RKO). Shuggish $7,000. Last | * “Shepherd of Valley” (20th). Okay Joe Howard. Okay at $16,000. Last 
l week. “Wild Irish Rose” (WB) and! $15,000. Last week, “T-Men” (EL) week, with vaude headed by Joe 
'“High Tide” (Mono). hot $15,500. land “Linda” (EL) (3d wk-5 days), , Howard, strong $24, rg 
United Artists (Parker (895; 50- | $6,900. Fex (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—“Wal- 
85)—"“Good News” (M-G) (2d wk).| Palace (D'town) (1,226; 80-$1.20)— ter Mitty” (RKO). Nice $32,000. Last 


Agreement” (20th) | (Continued on page 18) 
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‘MAY WE LET DOWN OUR HAIR 
AND TALK FRANKLY! 





M-G-M has more current pictures in the box-office 
headlines than any other company. For instance: 


GREEN DOLPHIN STREET spectacular audience 


hit is hold-over champ. 
(Lana Turner, Van Heflin, Donna Reed, Richard Hart) 


CASS TIMBERLANE positively sensational in all 


early dates. For instance, it's M-G-M’s 5-year high in Tulsa! 
(Spencer Tracy, Lana Turner, Z>chary Scott) 


GOOD NEWS éspreads Technicolor joy across the 


nation. Good news everywhere! 
(June Allyson, Peter Lawford) 


HIGH WALL is hair-raising! Audi- 
ences thrilled at Capitol, N. Y. World 


Premiere and all first bookings. 
(Robert Taylor, Audrey Totter, Herbert Marshall) 


KILLER McCOY is a socko entertainment delighting 





the folks from coast to coast. 


(Mickey Rooney, Brian Donlevy, Ann Blyth) 


Yes, the bald facts are that with these fine current enter- 
tainments and a terrific line-up of Big Ones coming, 


-here’s the new industry slogan — 


M-G+M GREAT IN 48 
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British Discussing New Films Bill: 


Includes a Limit on Cinemas Owned 222 228° 





London, Jan. 20. * 


New Films Bill will be debated in 
House of Commons tomorrow (21). 
There is no general opposition to the 
pill and there is unlikely to be a divi- 
sion on. it. Most members of both 
parties agree that the bill will 
achieve its purpose of building up 
the British film industry. Govern- 
ment is bringing quiet pressure to 
bear to keep the 75% import duty 
out of discussions, but this will be 
difficult principally on account of 
dropping distribs quota in new bill. 

Board of Trade has been given to 
understand by principal American 
distribs that they will carry out the | 
production program promised early 
in 1947 only when they are sending 
films ‘to this country. Yet it was on | 
the strength of this undertaking that | 
exhibitors were persuaded to with- 
draw their objections to the dropping 
of the distribs quota. Government | 
arguing that con- 
ditions attaching to American under- 
taking merely frees more space for 
British producers and so affords 
chance to make British quota higher, | 

Abolition of distribs quota will also 
mean virtual disappearance of the 
individual producer. His most likely 
customer, the American distrib, will 
have no need to buy British footage | 
in order to sell his own. 

Although bill will be discussed in 
Parliament this week, it may not be 
until July 1 that Board of Trade will 
publish actual quota percentages on | 
which the whole thing depends. Be- | 
fore making the orders, Board of | 
Trade must consult Cinematograph | 
Films Council and consider its ad- | 
vice. These orders will be subject to | 
affirmative resolutions in Parliament. 

Main clauses in new bill give} 
Board of Trade permissive power to | 








limit expansion of groups of more | 
than 200 cinemas under ownership to | 
one person and to fix higher quotas 
for cinemas in such groups. (Such | 
legislation can only affect J. Arthur | 
Rank’s Odeon and Gaumont circuits | 
and the ABC, in which Warners is | 
interested.) 

Bill stipulates that “first feature” | 
quota is to be calculated on number 
of days of exhibition of a particular | 
film, no longer as now merely on| 
footage. But one important proviso | 
which became necessary is that any 
British film must be shown at least 
once between 5 and 10 p.m. if it is to 
be counted for quota, This is to do 
away with abuse of exhibitors run- 
ning quota films to a charwoman 
cleaning the theatre in the early | 
morning and counting it as an ex- | 
hibition. 

One clause in the bill which the 
Assn. of Cine-Technicians is fighting 
is that of exempting cinemas taking 
$400 a week or less. ACT contends 
these theatres should contribute to- 
wards the cultural advancement of 
British films and suggests feature 
quotas should be 35% for large cir- 
cuit and West End London houses, 
25% for theatres taking over $40 a 
week, and 15% shorts and supporting 
program quota. 


BRITISH EXHIBS SEEK 
HIKE IN ADMISSIONS 


London, Jan. 20. 

Cinematograph Exhibitors Assn. 
deputation is shortly meeting with 
Glenvil Hall, financial secretary of 
the Treasury, to propose raising 
cinema admission prices by 5c. on 
all seats 30c. and. over. .Raise would 
affect 4,500 -inemas and is estimated 
to produce an extra $1,200,000 
weekly. Deputation wants Treasury 
to agree. 

That increase won’t be taxed and 
no part sent to Hollywood to add to 
the dollar drain, W. R. Fuller, CEA 
Secretary, told the press. “We want 
British exhibitors to have benefit of 
the money to cope with the rapidly 
rising cost of running cinemas.” 
Proposal may be made during the 
second reading of the Films Bill in 
parliament Jan. 21, 


Chi Importer Gets Rights 
To Austrian Murder Pic 


Vienna, Jan. 6. 

Adolph Worth-Wirtschafter, Aus- 
tro-American, has contracted with 
the Vienna Starfilm Distributing Co. 
for the U. S. rights to the Huebler- 
Kahles production, “The Trial.” 
Story concerns a ritual murder hoax 
in Hungary in the ’80’s. 
Worth-Wirtschafter heads a film 
importing company in Chicago and 
intends to buy other products of 
the Austrian film market. 











|responsible for 


|of six films a year. 


Dutch Add Kudo to Pix 
Distrib Captain Auten 


Capt. Harold Auten, veteran dis- 
tributor of British pictures in the 
U. S., was honored last week in 
Washington by Queen 
and the Netherlands 
The Netherlands Ambassador in- 
vested him with the Order of Orange 
Nassau, award being made in appre- 
ciation of Capt. Auten’s services to 
the Netherlands during the war. He 
also recently was awarded the Le- 
gion of Merit by President Truman. 

Auten, who has lived in the U. S. 
for the last 20 years, is at present 
the showing of the 
UA distributed .“Henry V” in ,the 
U. S. and Canada. He also is repre- 
sentative of Greater Union Theatres 
in the U. S., a post he has held for 
16 years. 





Del Giudice Gets 


Unlimited Aid 
» London, Jan. 20. 
Cloak of anonymity hiding the 
identity of Filippo del Giudice’s 
backer was cast aside last week with 
disclosure that William Grimshaw 
Riley, one of Britain’s top indus- 
trialists, is the new angel. Riley is 
the governing director of the biggest 
British glass combine and was a 
member of Winston Churchill’s war- 
time government’s committee on na- 
tional expenditure. 
Riley told Variety: “I have pledged 


jto del Giudice that the .sky’s the 


limit for the entire longterm pro- 
duction program requiring minimum 
I believe in his 
ideas, knowing there’s always a 
market for his kind of films. The 
statement of the Associated British 
Picture Corp. that my investment in 
del Giudice’s initial Pilgrim Picture 
production, “The Guinea Pig,” is 
limited to $150,000, is only partially 
true. That is merely the token sum 
requested from me to date, but there 
is no limit to my financial aid.” 

It’s understood that Riley is asso- 
ciated with an anonymous group of 
influential business men in backing 
the former chieftain of J. Arthur 
Rank’s Two Cities Films. 


Monte Carlo Opens Legit 
Season With ‘Duchesse’ 


Paris, Jan. 13. 

The musical comedy has started at 
the Monte Carlo Opera House, on 
the Riviera, in an effort to draw 
tourist trade. First production is 
“Grande Duchesse,’ which Offen- 
bach composed on the Riviera in 
1867. But the current show is slightly 
different, with Albert Willemetz and 
Mousy Eon having somewhat mod- 
ernized the book by Meilhac and 
Halevy. Also a new tune, “Robin- 
son,” has been injected in the score 
to permit warbler Dassary to sing 
his biggest hit. 

After playing Monte Carlo, the 
show will be taken on tour and 
finally land in Paris. 





The Show Must Go On 


In Blase Berlin 
Berlin, Jan. 13. 
Jean Paul Sartre’s “Les Mouches” 


Hebbel Theatre here, and the run 
will continue despite the dilapidated 
condition of the house, which was 
partially unroofed during the last 
storm. 





Wilhelmina | 
government, | 








Current London Shows 


London, Jan. 20. 

(Figure shows weeks of run) 
“All Over Town,” Playhouse (13). 
“Anna Lucasta,” Majesty’s (12). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (33). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelpti (39). 
“Blind Goddess,” Apollo (7). 
“Canaries Sing,” Garrick (9). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (21). 
“Dark Summer,” St. Mart (6). 
“Dr. Angelus,” Phoenix (25). 
“Edward My Son,” Lyric (34). 
“Happy As Larry,” Crit. (5). 
“Honor & Obey,” Saville (9). 
“Life With Father,” Savoy (33). 
“Linden Tree,” Duchess (23). 
“Macbeth,” Aldwych (6). 
“Never Can Tell,” Wynd (16). 
“Off Record,” Piccadilly (34). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (38). 
“One, Two, Three,” Yorks (19). 
*Outrageous,” W. Garden (10). 
“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales (45). 
“Present Laughter,” H’ym’kt (40). 
“Private Ent.,” St. James (9). 
“Starlight Roof,’ Hipp. (11). 
“Sweetest Lowest,” Ambass. (90). 
“Together Again,” Vic Pal. (40). 
“Tuppence,” Globe (15). 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (38). 


During the Jan. 11 performance, a 
falling beam killed two in the audi- 
| ence, and the rest had to open their 
umbrellas because rain was falling 
in the auditorium through the 
cracked roof. 





Arg. Hands Out 


Own Qscars 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 13. 
Local press is 


now handing out 
'pix orchids for 1947. Conceded that 
the only outstanding picture to 
emerge from Argentine studios was 
Argentina Sono Film’s “Albeniz.” 
The picture can’t rightfully be con- 
sidered part of the 1947 crop, as it 
was actually rolled in 1946 and re- 
leased early in the next year. Run- 
nerup was “Mirad los Lirios del 
|Campo” (‘Behold the. Lilies of the 
|Field”) distributed by UA. Picture 
was released locally Christmas Day. 
\It was directed by Luis Cesar Ama- 
| dori, who has also been singled out 
las the best meggen. 

Emelco’s “El Retrato” is another 
lof the runnersup. Comedy starred 
|Mirtha Legrand and Juan Carlos 
| Thorry under Carlos Schlieper’s di- 
|rection. Mlle. Legrand. got the award 
'for the best performance of the year 
for her work in this picture. Inter- 
Americana’s “A Sangre Fria” (‘In 
Cold Biood™), a whodunit, directed 
by Daniel Tinayre, got honorable 
mention, together with “Corazon,” 
a Pyada and Films Andes produc- 
tion, directed by Carlos Borcosque. 

Award for the best male per- 
formance went to Pedro Lopez 
Lagar, Spanish actor who came to 
Buenos Aires 10 years ago with 
Maigarita Xirgu’s dramatic com- 
ipany, and who is now an Argentine. 
|Lopez Lagar played the Spanish 
lcomposer Albeniz in the picture of 
that name. 

Prizes for the best supporting 
players went to Sabina Olmos for 
her part as Albeniz’ wife and to 
Sebastian Chiola for his work in 
“Como Tu lo Sonaste.” Alejandro 
Verbitsky and Emilio Villalba Wells, 
scripters of “El Retrato,” drew 
award for the best screen play. . 











French Grand Prix Award 
Paris, Jan. 13. 

“Monsieur Vincent,” French-made 
biopic of the 17th century cleric who 
inaugurated social work, was award- 
ed highest pix prize, the Grand Prix 
du cinema Francais 1947, at ses- 
sion of the Club Interallie Jan. 7. 
This is the official government prize 
awarded to the best French picture 
of the year. 

Together with the award, cita- 
tions with medals were awarded to 
producer Georges Maurer, director 
Maurice Cloche and actor Pierre 
Fresnay who starred in the ‘title role. 

Picture is getting endorsement of 
many religious and lay organiza- 
tions due to its character. Partly 
bankrolled with Catholic money, it 
is recommended here in church 
services, and getting unprecedented 
publicity. 

Auspicious start of the picture has 
created a tendency among local 
producers to turn from cheesecake 
material to biopix of either saints or 
moral social leaders. One group is 


de Lisieux, a popular French shrine 
idol. Another is about to start a bio- 
pic of Henry Dunand, founder of the 
Red Cross, with Christian Jacque 
directing and. Jean Louis Barrault 
in the title role. 


Fabrizzi to Bring Legit 





Buenos Aires, Jan. 13. 
Aldo Fabrizzi; here recently, 
pacted with the Gallo-Raineri En- 
terprises, of the Astral theatre, to 


bring an Italian company to the 
theatre for 30 performances in 
March. Enrique Serrano musical 


comedy company, which had leased 
the theatre from March 1, agreed to 
defer the contract until April. 

Fabrizzi, who played lead. in 
“Open City” and “To Live In Peace,” 
will also make a film here for Guar- 
anteed Pictures, in a story about 
Italian immigrants. Fabrizzi was in 
B. A. for a week in late December, 
then planed home to Rome. 





prepping a biopic of Sainte Therese. 


Troupe to Buenos Aires | 


French Pix Produc 


Low; Gloom in 


tion at All-Time — 
All Trade Quarters 





‘Mary Kelley Mulling 
Caracas Nitery Branch 





Panama, Jan. 13. 
If plans jell, Mary Lee Kelley, 
|Panama nitery operator, will open 


|a spot in Caracas. This will mean 
|almost a year’s solid work for the 
ishows she brings to her spot in 
Panama, as the shows usually stay 
there for six months, although con- 
tract reads for three. Spot she has 
in mind is Majestic hotel’s Copa- 
|cabana Club, long the leading night 
| spot in Caracas. 

With boom conditions prevaling 
|in Caracas, and money the cheapest 
| commodity there, Miss Keiley plans 
a 20-people show for the new ven- 
|ture and this will probably open in 
| late February to catch the big fiesta 
| (carnival) trade, which runs pre- 
| Lent. Entire city takes a five-day 
| break for the holiday. 





Anti-Red Actors 


~ Get ‘Tron’ Cross 


| U. S. films are receiving a mixed 
|reaction behind the “Iron Curtain” 
| following announcement that pro- 
Soviet countries were banning films 
in which anti-Communist players 
appeared. In Rumania, the govern- 
ment has ordered a sweeping crack- 
|down on practically ali films on 
| the slightest pretext. Besides those 
who testified at the recent House 
Un-American Activities Committee 
probe, the Rumanians have tabued 
Gene. Tierney, Sonja Henie and 
Clark Gable, none of whom has 
expressed his political sympathies. 
Action has led to reports that agents 
in Hollywood are sending dossiers 
to these countries on the political 
sentiments. of all actors. 

Rumania has also put thumbs 
down on pix in which a certain list 
| of producers, writers and directors 
|were involved. Through the Mo- 
tion Picture Export Assn., U? S. 
companies had 80 films in Rumania, 
|all of which have been called back 
|for re-licensing. To date, only four 
or five have passed through the re- 
reviewing sieve, 

In Hungary, however, only “Sara- 
toga Trunk,” starring Gary Cooper, 
has been affected by the reprisal 
ban. Print of the film has been 
transferred to Austria. Operating in 
a relatively free market, U. S. dis- 
tributors had an inkling of the ban 
and switched its product in advance. 
Business in Hungary for U. S. pix 
has been consistently terrific despite 
fact that most theatres are owned 
by various political parties which 
are dominated by the Communist or- 
ganization. 


BRAZIL GAMBLING BAN 
NICKS ARGENTINE ACTS 


Montevideo, Jan. 13. 

Closing of the gambling rooms at 
the Rio de Janeiro casinos, which 
deprived Brazilian impresarios of 
coin to operate their lush niteries, 
has also meant a big loss for Ar- 
gentine entertainers, who used to get 
two or three months’ work at either 
the Casino da Urca, Atlantica or 
Quitandinha. 

Local agents say the elimination 
of gambling in Brazil has meant a 
loss of $50,000 to the Argentine con- 
thhgent. 


Lomuto Band’s Tour Of 
Spain a $250,000 Skid 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 13. 

A group of Argentine entertainers 
touring in Spain, headed by com- 
poser-bandleader Francisco Lomuto, 
has just returned and reports that 
the jaunt was’a commercial failure, 
with the impresario, Rufino Fraile, 
of the Goyescas nitery here, suffer- 
ing a loss of $250,000 (U.S.). 

Apart from the Lomuto tango out- 
fit (16 musicians), the group in- 
eluded singers Chola Luna, Maria 
Esther Gamas, Foberto Fugazot, Ri- 
cardo Pimentet and Juan Carlos 
Howard. All were paid in full by 
the impresario, who has had to take 
the entire loss as well as covering 
expenses for the junket. Lomuto has 
stayed on in Spain on business for 
the Argentine Authors and Compos- 
ers Society. 





—____,— 














+ Paris, Jan. 13. 


French pix production is at an all- 
itime low. In 1935, the French pro- 
‘duced 130 features. In 1946 it was 
94. In 1947, production dropped to 
'74. This year will be much worse. 
|Only five pictures are currently roll- 
|ing and most studios are discharg- 
ing from one-third to four-fifths of 
their staffs. 


At the official rate of exchange of 
120 francs to the dollar, investment 
in production for the first six 
months of 1946 totaled $9,000,000 as 
against $9,500,000 for the same pe- 
riod in 1947. During 1946, first six 
months, 34 features costing less than 
$250,000 and 12 above that figure, 
were made, as against 25 low budg- 
eters and 15 high ones in 1947. 


Budgets for the first six months in 
1946 averaged below $290,000,for the 
total 46 pix, and veached $25,000 in 
| 1947 for the total 40. 

The dollar figures at officiat ex- 
change have to be taken at about 
one-third of their face value to rep- 
resent real money, due to the drop 
in the franc. 





French producers, 
| also distribute, have attempted to 
bolster their potentialities by im- 
|porting and dubbing cheaply-bought 
|American B’s. Result is that while 
in 1946, for the first nine months, 
licenses were given to 60 French pix, 
119 American and 30 sundries, for 
the corresponding period in 1947 
|licenses were given to 77 French, 
142 sundries, and a market-flooding 
|444 American pictures, three-quar- 
ters of which were brought in by 
| the French themselves. 


During the last few months the 
increase of admission tabs has just 
| permitted grosses to keep about at a 
;reasonable level, but they show a 
|smaller number of tickets sold than 
jthe last corresponding months. A 
jlean season is anticipated at the 
| boxoffice. 


Pathe Chain Figures 
| The Pathe Chain, one of the French 


|major exhibs, with about 35 thea- 
| tres including 20 Paris houses, and 
|a total capacity of about 20,000 seats, 
has approximately grossed 600,000,- 
;000 franes during the year ending 
Dec. 31. In this total, several of the 
|houses show in red. With taxes de- 
|ducted and distrib payments, this 
jleaves about 150,000,000, francs net 
| which, after operating expenses, does 
not permit any remodelling or re- 
placement of equipment. At official 
‘exchange, this means $1,200,000 but 
|it’s far from it in purchasing value, 
|with the much talked of readjust. 
ment of the france value in the offing. 

French distribs are ekeing out 
their lack of product by importing 
cheaply-bought American B’s from 
indies, and dubbing them, then flood- 
ing the market with product they 
offer exhibs at 35%, 30% or even 
less, thus making it tough in many 
cases to get playing time for worthy 
product which the majors are offer- 
ing and which, unless tinters, have 
to be high-pressured to get 50%. 


who usually 


American Distribs Problems 


For American distribs, there are 
also other problems. The raw stock 
situation is giving them concern, 
Pleading dearth, the French Admin- 
istration is not allotting it com- 
mensurately with the needs. The 
|majors just have been allotted each 
'70,000 meters (240,000 feet) which 
about covers the prints for one feat- 
ure. Which is why most of them 
| import their own raw stock, paid by 
|the parent company in America in 
dollars, thus getting out of the ex- 
change problem. But this means 
spending dollars fag material which 
will only bring returns in blocked 
francs. 
| Import duties have also been con- 
|siderably inncreased lately. Besides 
which there is a hue and cry lo@ally 
| against the Blum-Byrnes agreement. 
| Few people understand it, and 
;practically none knows that from 
|Jan. 1, the International Trade 
| Agreement provides that if it is*to 
|be amended, it can only be done 
in the form of a screen quota in- 
stead of by limiting imports. 


70 MEX PIX, ESTIMATE FOR ’48 


Mexico City, Jan. 13. 

Forecast of Mexican pic produc- 
tion this year is at least 70, accord- 
ing to the National Assn. of Pro- 
ducers and Distributors of Mexican 
Motion Pictures. 

Estimate includes pix to be made 
in Mexico by U.S. and other foreign 
companies. 
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Censorship Results of Red Probe 
Felt, As ‘Curtain,’ ‘Senator’ Blasted 





Charges that the Congressional 
probe of alleged Hollywood Com- 
munists would impose a_ virtual 
censorship on future film produc- 
tion bore fruit of two different and 
opposing kinds this week. Actual 
effects of the probe on production, 
consequently, remain a matter of 
speculation. 

National Council of American- 
Soviet Friendship petitioned 20th- | 
Fox prexy Spyros Skouras to with- | 
draw the forthcoming “Iron Cur- 
tain” from distribution because the 
film is “inimical to the aims and | 
welfare of the U. S. and the United | 
Nations.” At the same time, the | 
National Council on Freedom from 
Censorship of the American Civil 
Liberties Union cited the condem- 
nation of Universal’s “Senator was 
Indiscreet” by Allied theatre owners 
of Iowa and Nebraska as the “first 





direct result” of the House un- 
American Activities Committee’s | 
hearings. 

Skouras so far hash’t answered 


the American - Soviet Council’s re- 
quest and it’s believed extremely 
unlikely that he'll pay it much heed. 


Since “Iron Curtain” deals with the | 


recent Communist spy scare in 
Canada, however, it’s also believed 
that 20th’s release of the film would 
do much to assuage the feelings of 
thé committee members. Request 
for Skouras to ditch the film was 
contained in a letter from the Rev. 
William Howard Melish, national 
chairman of the organization. 
Citing “Curtain” as a “flagrant 
violation” of the UN resclution 
against war propaganda, Melish de- 
clared: “The picture comes at a 
time when the nations of the world 
are .walking the tightrope toward 
the peaceful future we so fervently 
desire’ over the chasm of a third 


MPAA Has No Info 
On Arrests in Spain 


Foreign departments of film com- 
panies and the international division 
of the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America reported yesterday (Tues- 
day) that they had no knowledge of 
employees of U. S. distribs being ar- 
rested in Spain. Reports from Ma- 
drid stated that 75 film men, includ- 
ing reps of American companies, had 
been imprisoned for currency manip- 
ulation. 

Reports were to the effect that | 
|most of the men, including Spaniards 
|in the employ of American com- 
ipanies, had been released. The cur- 
|rency manipulation charged would 
ino doubt grow out of the fact that 
ifunds of U. S. companies are frozen 
ithere and cannot be legally exported. 








Continued from page 98 


amount that can. be garnered in the 
U. S., it’s said, And now there's 
plenty of competition for playing 
time in the few good firstruns avail- 
able for the pix stemming from 
abroad, Key to the whoie situation, 
those in the know point out, is the 
fact that a terrific backlog of almost 
100 foreign pix are now on distribs’ 
shelves waiting a hole in. the sched- 
ule of theatres specializing in that 
sort of product, 

One: prominent New York exhib 
who recently:.switched to foreign 
films from Yank product, comment- 





ing on the situation, said: “In the 
past few weeks, Pve seen 18 differ- 
ent foreign pictures waiting to be | 
played in New York. In all, these 
particular films are being distrib- 
uted by 13 different companies, 
mestly newly formed. From what 
I can see, there’s practically no 
chance of most of them making any 
solid profits on their wares.” 

The New York area, alone, it’s 
noted, returns approximately 50% 


| ter. 





of the ehtire national take on the 
; imports.. There’s only a dozen or so 
‘theatres in the Times Square area 
through which these pix funnel. Sec- 
ond and subsequent-run situation is 


Boost on All Downtown 220 ana subseauent-run situation i 
| Firstruns to Offset H.C.L.! Avoto and a ‘scattered few in re- 


|moter sections of the city, foreign 
Portland, Ore., Jan. 20. films have no place to go on their 
| Rising costs were sited for a gen- | own unless they’re strong enough to 
‘eral 5c admission price boost by afl | Warrant circuit bookings. 
downtown first-run houses. With | Both Skouras and Century cir- 


; | cuits will book some foreign films 
San Francisco and Los Angeles night | pit they'll only take rg cream. 


admissions at $1, the price rise puts| Which leaves the big balance with 
| Portland theatres on a par with Se- nothing better than second-half of 
‘attle at 85c. Loge seats were re- | dualer spots in small nabes and last- 
duced from $1.10 to $1. Community | runs. 
Theatres raised its prices six months | 
ago from 40c to 50c to meet over- |, 
head and labor costs. 
Ted Gamble, president of the Gam- | 
ble Theatres, Inc., pointed out that 
the film industry was able to keep 


| Port., Ore., Exhibs m Price 
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other “propagandistic devices reminiscent of fascist techniques.” 


Story in the New York Times Sunday, Jan. 11, by Howard Taubman, of 
the paper’s music department, is understood to have resulted in a move by 
David O. Selznick to pay off David Golding for his part in getting DOS’s 
new Italian star; Alida Valli, to this country. Taubman served with Gold- 
ing on the staff cf the Meriterranean edition of the Stars and Stripes in 


1945 and, because he had a better knowledge of Italian, aided Golding in 
obtaining two three-month options on Miss Valli’s services for Selznick. 


Taubman’s lengthy piece in the Times on Golding’s manipulating, while 
in the Army, to nail down the contract for DOS, was. sarcastic. Timesman 
not only was obviously burned at Selznick’s failure to pay Golding for his 
services, but for publicity in connection with her current appearance in 
“The Paradine Case,” which doesn’t mention Golding’s part in negotiations 
to bring her here. 

At the Selznick office in New York it was said last week that Golding’s 
work was appreciated to the extent that he was offered a job, after he 
was mustered out of the Army, as Selznick’s Continental rep. He chose, 
however, to accept a post with Samuel Goldwyn in England, which Selz- 


| nick’s staff said they thought—until Taubman’s story kicked up a fuss 


last week—relieved the producer of any further responsibility in the mat- 
Golding is now working for Sir Alexander Korda in England as rep 
of Morris Helprin, Korda’s U.S. chief. With Miss Valli in New York 


} currently for publicity on “Paradine,” her initial U.S. pic, Selznick flacks 


were having a tough time, incidentally, in following studio orders to build 
her as a femme fatale. She plays such a role in “Paradine,” and Selz- 
nick’s plan, apparenily,.was to develop this menace myth. To this end, 
p.a.’s had instructions to follow her official billing and forget her first 
name, calling her merely “Valli.” 


Femme scotched that right away, however, by explaining to each of the 
numerous interviewers she faced that she didn’t like the idea, that her first 
name was Alida, and that she preferred they use it. In addition, her ap- 
pearance, dress and general manner, made her seem as far from a heavy as 
Boris Karloff is from Shirley Temple. Result is that she’s breaking in 
the interviews as a pretty, but plain and likeable gal, 





William Wyler’s article, ‘Censorship Through Fear,” which appeared in 
the December issue of the “Screen Writer,” publication of the Hollywood 
Screen Writers Guild, was placed in the appendix of the Congressional 
Record last Friday (16) by Senator @len H. Taylor (D., Ida). Piece, which 
attacks censorship ideas of William Randolph Hearst and Rep. J. Parnell 
Thomas (R., N. J.), was described by Taylor as “brilliant and courageous.” 





Hollywoodites under attack from House Committee on Un-American 
Activities are getting moral support from. Professor Walter Gelhorn in 
the current issue of the Harvard Law Review. Reviewing the committee’s 
techniques, the Columbia law professor charged the probers with using 
“deeply Un-American concepts” of guilt by association, innuendo and 
Basing 
his attack on the committee’s report on the Southern Conference of Human 


| Welfare, Gelhorn calls the House group more “Un-American than the 


activities its report condemns.” 





world war. ‘The Iron Curtain’ | oocts at a minimum during the war 


might easily upset this balance.” | through federal controls on labor, 
Melish labeled the film a “political material, and other costs. Since 
diatribe on celluloid and asked these controls were lifted about the 
Skouras how the picture could — only items in operation costs which 
tribute to the rebuilding of the “film did not suffer a sharp increase were 
habit” among the American people electricity, heat and water. 

at.o (me "when: that Banit fs appar- As president of the Theatre Assn. 

















ently.on the downgrade. of America, Gamble expects relief 
He also held. up to Skouras the ro, gudiences in 1948. He said that 
current troubles facing the film in- +1. 29 war excise tax put on the 
dustry in the foreign market, citing industry by Congress may be lifted 
a recent statement by Erie Johnston | .44 the prewar 10% tax resumed. 
that it's important for American If so, he said, the cut will be re- 
films to be shown in other countries | ¢)2-teq in admission prices. 
to promote better understanding. 
“As you are fully aware,” he = 
clared, ‘this picture will certainly 
create ill-feeling, animosity and boy- 20TH-FOX IN BUY-UP 
cotts against American product pre- 
cisely in those countries described OF $4.50 PREFERRED 
by Mr.. Johnston as most trouble- Philadelphia. J 20 
some. Those feelings will be applied ; iladelphia, Jan. 20. 
not only against 20th-Fox films but | Twentieth-Fox has started to buy 
against the films and products of all| up its own $4.50 prior preferred 
American firms as well.” poe ee ane aoe oe 
touts of a new policy to retire racke 
ernie = F of stock is not known, In the month 
Protest against the Allied exhibs | + December, 20th acquired 1,200 
in Iowa and Nebraska was contained | snares. It previously held’ none of 
in a letter from national council |tne stock in its treasury. Company 
chairman Elmer Ric€ to ACLU reps | 2}. bought 1,300 shares of cumula- 
in those two states. Deploring the |tive preferred $1.50 shares to bring 
exhibs’ statement ‘that “Senator” | its total held to 85.300 shares. 
could be used as “vicious propaganda Vol 'P isiti 
by subversive elements,” Rice de-| ,Volume of Paramount acquisitions 
gar ; |of its own common declined sharply 
clared: “These theatre owners are deine Dette: Bhat Seen 
quite evidently being intimidated by |. ht a) O61 aan dation aie TEES 
an atmosphere of fear engendered at-the sini een inal sani 
yd \ Fecent beatings of the House Harry M nae pied of War- 
pane. gc ea ; ner Bros. gifted 1,750 shares of 
“When theatre owners refuse to | company’s common stock during the 
show a film for fear that they might | month. He now holds 293,250 shares. 
be labeled un-American or that box- | Joseph Seidelman, Universal's vee- 
office receipts might, be affected by pé@e in charge of the foreign dept. 
the current hysteria over ‘subversive’ received 3,000 stock watrants from 
and ‘un-American’ influences,” Rice | without charge under his employ- 
said, “they are as surely exercising | ment pact. He’s the holder of 12,000 
censorship as any authority so set | warrants, entitling him to the pur> 
up by law. The .public’s constitu- | chase of Universal common. 
tional right to diversity and inde- 
pendence in the ffeatment of public 
issues will disappear and its tastes > ae 
and ideas be determined by self- Par Aims Publicity 
appointed private censors.” 





Aiming to get best possible results 
when the film goes into regular 
release, Paramount has been con- 
ducting an unusually extensive test 
of various publicity-advertising cam- 
\paigns on Hal Wallis’s “I Walk 
Alone.” It has had Mort Nathanson, 
exec publicist, on the road investi- 


New RKO 16m Policy 


Pictorial’ Films, 16m _ distribution 
subsidiary of RKO-Pathe, has de- 
vised a new sales policy for its re- 
leases through which its customers 
can buy the product outright instead 
of getting it on a five-year rental as 
before. Pictorial’s customers include 
mostly’ schools and civic organiza- 
tions. All its features are several 
years old, to forestall competition 
with established 35m theatres. 





in 11 cities. 


With decreased domestic grosses, 
Par -feels the survey profitable to 
l avoid losing potential wicket-spin- 

Under the new plan, all features |ners through presenting the picture 
are to be sold for $125 flat, With |in anything but the most attractive 
westerns going for $100. Pictorial |}form. As. a result, Nathanson has 
has made available 61 ‘features and | been testing the selling of it in 
47 westerns for sale on those terms, various shades of melodrama, as 
guaranteeing their customers new ja romance, a tough actioner and in 





Tests at Wallis Pic. 


gating pesults of different campaigns | 


ing a profit on an expensive picture 
in these days of dwindling boxoffice 
grosses. “Arch,’ for example, cost 
about $4,000,000 and “Paradine” 
cost more than $3,000,000. “Sons,” 
although not budgeted so highly, 
carried a heavy initial investment 
by U in the sum paid for the former 





Broadway legit click. 

UA decided to boost prices on 
“Arch” following a homeoffice meet 
of district and division sales man- 
agers late last week. Film was 
sereened for the sales execs, who 
were reportedly pleasantly  sur- 
prised at its high quality and so de- 
cided it was worth hiked admissions. 
Decision to sell “Sons” that way 
was announced this week by U sales 
veepee William A. Scully following 
the first in a series of studio con- 
ferences. “In order to emphasize 
the quality and stature of ‘All My 
Sons’,” Scully said, “it is evident 
that to do justice to this unusual 
production , ... it is necessary to 
highlight its release with roadshow 
and advance admission price en- 
gagements.” Film is to be released 
April 15. 

Upped price policy for “Paradine” 
was indicated this week by SRO 
prexy Neil. S. Agnew, who said the 
film would be booked initially in 
10 key run situations at boosted 
admissions. Picture is currently 
playing at straight prices at Radio 
City Music Hall, N. Y., but is play- 
ing seven day-and-date spots in Los 
Angeles at increased admissions. 
Ten spot bookings will serve as a 
test but if it’s successful, SRO will 
undoubtedly follow that procedure 
all down the line. 
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the two circuits. Aim of Skouras 
and his staff is to assure 20th-Fox 
| representation to protect its interests 
jin the new setup. 

Skouras, prior to his departure, 
issued the following statement: “The 
purpose of our visit to England is 
to participate in the discussions with 





Mr. J. Arthur Rank, who is our 
partner in the Gaumont - British 
Circuit, regarding the proposed 


merger of the Gaumont-British and 
Odeon circuits. This is the sole rea- 
son for my trip, although Mr. Silver- 
stone will continue’ on to visit some 
of our branch offices on the Con- 
tinent. 

“IT want to make it completely 
clear that my visit has nothing 
whatsoever to do with the British 
ad valorem tax. Mr. Eric Johnston 
(president of the Motion Picture 
Assn, of America) is the only man 
who has authority to conduct dis- 








prints. ljother forms. 


cussions on this matter.” 


SRO EXECS TO HUDDLE 
ON ‘PARADINE’ POLICY 


Meeting of Selznick Releasing Or- 
ganization division managers and 
homeoffice execs has been set for 
tomorrow (Thursday) and Friday in 
New York. Discussion is to be held 
of plans for selling SRO’s “Paradine 
Case,” which will go out at upped 
admissions in early key runs, 


Attending the conclave will be 
division managers Henry Crumm, 
southern; Sam Horowitz, northwest- 
ern, and J. E. Fontaine, eastern, 
while h.o. will be repped by Milton 
S. Kusell, v.p. in charge of domestic 
and Canadian sales; Sidney Deneau, 
assistant general salesmanager;: 
Leonard Case, assistant treasurer, 
and Bob Gillham, eastern ad-pub- 
licity head. 





Henry for Canty In 
State Dept. Pic Post 


Washington, Jan. 20. 

R. Horton Henry, First Secretary 
of the U, S. Embassy in Mexico, 
heads toward Washington shortly to 
take over the motion picture desk 
in the Commercial Policy Division 
of the State Department. He suc- 
ceeds George Canty, veteran motion 
picture specialist of the department, 
who went to Switzerland last week 
to be commercial attache of the 
U. S. Embassy there. Henry is ex- 
pected here about Jan, 26. 

Canty, one of the Government's 
two top specialists on the foreign 
film situation, was shunted out of 
his berth here in accordance with 
the regulation which requires for- 
eign service officers to take periodi- 
cal tours of duty abroad. Understood 
that Canty recommended Henry as 
the best available man on the State 
payroll. 





Ex-Censor Joins Allied 


Detroit, Jan. 20. 

After snooping at films and stage 
shows heve for the past 15 years. 
Charlie Snyder is going to retire 
Feb. 29 as police censor. His new 
job will be that of “goodwill am- 
bassador” for Allied Theatres of 
Michigan. 

There's speculation as to who will 
inherit the censor job; best guess is 
that it will be Lt. Herbert Chase. 
Snyder's assistant. 





“Para-Troupers Troupe 
Para-Troupers, Paramount’s ama- 
teur dramatic group, is staging “Out 
of the Frying Pan” as the first of a 
series of plays for the year. 
Group will appear at the Barbizon 





Plaza theatre, N. Y., Feb. 6 


‘Gov t Export OK’s 
New U.S. Snarl 


Washington, Jan. 20. 
New headache for American film 
exporters — government export 
licenses—will be required effective 
March 1 for all of Europe and some 
auxiliary territory. Area covered 


includes continental Europe, Brii- 
ish Isles, Iceland, Turkey, Russia; all 
Asiatic possessions of the Soviet 
Union and Turkey; Portugal, includ- 
ing the Azores; Madeira and Tan- 
giers; and all of Spain’s colonial pos- 
sessions, plus the Mediterreanean 
islands. 


Announcement was made last 
Thursday (15) by the Department 
of Commerce. It is part ofa larger 
program covering commercial ship- 
ments of all commodities to the area. 
Idea is to control export of goods in 
scarce supply in the U. S. and also 
to help European countries to con- 
serve their dwindling dollar ex- 
change by limiting ¢ertain luxury 
exports, 

Film and photographie goods 
licenses will be issued by Nathan D. 
Golden, chief of the motion picture- 
photographic branch of the Office of 
International Trade. Fear that the 
licenses might mean an embargo of 
pictures to some areas met a quick 
denial from Golden, longtime friend 
of the industry. 

“I predict,” he said, “that there 
will be no difficulty in getting 
licenses on processed films. They 
are not in short supply in this coun- 
try. If, however, raw film became 
short in the U.S. and the American 
studios did not have enough, a care- 
ful look might be taken of the re- 
quest for exports of raw stock.” 
Golden said if anything should* be 
hit immediately it would be luxury 
items, such: as 16m projectors for 
private homes. 


Cramblet Upped by UA 


Ralph Cramblet, veteran United 
Artists branch manager in Minne- 
apolis, yesterday (Tuesday) was ap- 
pointed Midwestern district manager 
by J. J. Unger, company’s general 
sales manager. 

Cramblet will operate out of Chi- 
cago and be responsible for a terri- 
tory embracing Chicago, Indianap- 
olis, Milwaukee, Minneapolis, Kansas 
City. Omaha and St. Louis. New 
district manager siarted with UA 
18 years ago as office manager in 
Chicago, 
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3 OPENIN 
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AND A GIANT MUSICAL CAST © Color by 


with 


ARLENE DAHL - ANDREA KING - ALAN HALE - GEORGE TOBIAS 
GEORGE OBRIEN - BEN BLUE - SARA ALLGOOD 


Produced by 


DAVID BUTLER - WILLIAM JACOBS Whence Eros MUSICAL! 


Screen Play by Peter Milne « Based upon 8 Book by Rita Olcott « Musical Numbers Created and Directed by LeRoy Prinz « Musical Numbers Orchestrated and Conducted by Ray Heindorf 
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tertainment, have always been some- | 
thing of a political football. But | 
developments of the past few weeks | 


throw the spot on this presidential | 
year, Every organized political pres- | 
sure group is now aiming to pocket | 
the pix field and then make it 
play its own tune. The drive on 
films sees Protestants whacking | 
Catholics: vets’ groups battling each 
other: the Government moving in; 
and the left, al] along the line, swap- 
ping potsnots Ww th the right. 

The intense public interest in films, 
which the Hollywood red probe and 
its page one headlines dramatized, 
gave impetus to tne current forays 
It showed that pix, before all other 
media with the possible exception of 
radio, are now in politics with both 
fect. The pressure groups saw how 
to catch the public’s eye—with a 
controversy over some angle of 


films—and its been slam-bang since 
then. 
Wants to Pull Out 

The industry wants to pull out— 
to avoid the front-window battles— | 
but there’s a growing conviction 
among the film-makers that the 
chance is gone for good. Films are 


in the middle and the pressures are | 
here to stay. On the credit side, | 
there’s the industry recognition that 


public interest spells better boxoffice. 
The patrons will go to the theatres | 
to find out what the shouting’s“about. | 
The boy-meeis-girl and song-and- 
dance routines will still be dropped 
into the hopper but every organiza- | 
tion with an idealogical pitch is after | 
Hollywood to give its theory of_life | 
in the U.S.A. And whenever Holly- 
wood treats with any subject that 
has a glimmering of serious content, 
the same groups are. hammer-and- 
tongs to boycott ‘or cherish the the- 
aires playing the particular opus. 
The pressures are hotter because | 
it's not only private groups but the 
Government itse’* that’s working on 
Hollywood. The Commerce Dept., 
for instance, will require pix to be | 
sicensed after March 1 when going 
to Europe and a batch of other coun- | 
tries. The Dept. disclaims censor- 


‘can bid for each nicture individually, 


|the toughest position of any distrib | >" : : a 
| Pathe topper acquire an established 


‘ings in Chi, 
i“feeling its way,” 


jical new selling policy. 


H’wood as Political Foothall 


it! 
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out. It ribs a notoriously venal of- | 
fice-holder but is obviously a bur- 
lesque which carries no real attack 
against Congress. Fact is that it 
was unqualifiedly approved by Eric 
Johnsion, prexy of the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America, who saw no 
harm in it. 

But pix are now 
nant with politics. 
took a blast from 


viewed as preg- 
Hence, “Senator” 
Allied Theatres of 
Iowa and Nebr: on the ground 
that Universal was “’ creet.”” And, 
in turn, seriously, the Na- 
tional Council of Freedom from Cen- 
sorship protested the stand taken by 
Allied. 

Fact is pix are no longer just a | 
lark for the public—they’re real | 


iska 
indis 
just as 


| political ammunition. 








| 
| 
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there wil? be no danger of threat- 


ened suits against alleged discrim- 
ination. New clearance’ systems, | 
moreever, will prevent suits on that | 
score. 


Par’s System 
Paramount is using a 
|bfdding system” in a 


“negotiated | 
number of | 


| situations in: Chicago to meet selling | 


under the Jackson 
Acknowledgedly in | 


requirements 
Park decision. 


because of its extensive theatre hold- 
company is said to be 
rather than follow- 
ing 20th-Fox, for instance, 


| 


in a rad- | 


Fox is dividing the territory into 
15 areas, offering all pictures in open 


}competitive bidding and using a | 


flexible clearance system. Para- | 
'mount, instead, is using what it! 
terms the “negotiated bids.” That 


means offering a picture to all po- 


ily, discussing what he is prepared ! 
to pay, and then making a choice of | 


customer. 





ship but there’s no doubt it will be | 


enabled to keep a careful eye on 
what’s being shipped. 

Coupled with that move is the de- 
mand of Sen. H. Alexander Smith 
(R-N.J.), voiced this week, that | 
Hollywood be circumspect in what 
it sends abroad. It’s the price he 
wants: exacted for passage of the 
Mundt bill, which would aid in un- 
freezing pix coin overseas. This can 
only mean that pix exported should 
show the better side of American 
life. 

The British Tax 


the onus of straightening the British | 
tax tangle is another pointer. The | 
industry has a feeling that the Gov- | 
ernment wants its price for a suc- 
cessful settlement: and that price is 
conformation’ of films to the Gov- 
ernment’s foreign policy. The classic 
ease, of course, is the recent Con- 
gZressional prohe into Hollywood—a 


side of the political road. 


mishes are now being bitterly fought. | 
They all show the idealogical im- 
portance of films. 
the current vets’ 
Chaplin's 
org, the Catholic 


“Monsieur Verdoux.” 
War Veterans, 
while the 
Veterans Committee 
New York screening of 
as 1 protest. 
Then, again, on another plane, 
Protestant organizations that Holly- 
wood’s films too frequently present 
priests and the Catholic Church as 
symbols of men and institutions of 
good will. The protest 
the American-Soviet 
Council with Spyros Skouras, 20th- 
Fox prexy, over the “Iron Curtain,” 
an anti-communist feature, is an- 
other straw. That film, the Council ' 
asserts, is unfriendly not only to! 
Russia but also the United Nations. 
Other recent instances are piling 
up. Brief filed by the American 
Civil Liberties Union with the U..S. 


Supreme Court in the Government’s | 


anti-trust action is a prime instance. 
ACLU wants divorcement of thea- 
tres from the major distributors be- 
cause, it thinks, it would aid indie 
producers to express a variation of 


ideas. The liberal ideas. of course, 
would get a boost from’ a bigger 
market for indies of. all political 
colorations. 

The overly-serious approach to- | 
wards films is vest indicated by the 
tempest over “The Senator Was In- 
discreet,’ which Universal turned 


Assumption by the State Dept. , 


real bid to push films into the right | film would not 


A fiock of non-governmental skir- | 


there's the present clamor raised by | 


lodged by |= 
Friendship | 


‘Jackson Park Atty. Asks 
| Chi Citation Contempt 


Chicago, Jan. 20. 

Tom McConnell, counsel for the 
Jackson Park theatre here, ‘last Fri- 
day (16) petitioned the Federal dis- 
trict court for a rule to show cause 
why defendants in the JP case 
should not be adjudged in contempt 
| of court. McConnell charged willful 
Violation of the decree by 20th, 
RKO, Loew’ s, Vitagraph, Paramount, 
| Warners, and Balaban & Katz. 


Chief offender, according to the 
attorney, is Paramount, which is 
cited for refusal to release “Un- 
conquered”. and “Where There’s 
| Life,” following their Loop runs. He, 
also said that Paramount had re-- 
fused a request~for exhibition of 
|“Golden Earrings” at the JP after 
;pic had finished at Chicago last 
| Dec. 18. Distribitor declared that 


Jan. 1, 1948, at which time it would 
'go into the Tivoli, southside B&K 
jhouse. This, charges the attorney, 
| violated ruling that prohibits JP de- 


For one, there’s fendants from creating waiting time. 


tiff over Charles | In addition, states the brief, Para- 
One | 


mount has demanded “excessive” 


is film rentals and large guarantees. 
picketing theatres playing the pic | Company 


has also “arbitrarily” 


libéral-hued American | placed JP in a zone in which it bids 
is staging aj only against the Avalon, WB house, 
“Verdoux” | 


j}and Tower, B&K theatre. Thus, JP 
| bargains against combined power of 
| B&K and we circuits. 


Young-RKO 


Continued from page 3 














petition with Hughes or anyone else 


'that would artificially inflate ‘the 
| price. 

| Young, railroad magnate who is | 
;controlling stockholder in Pathe 


‘Industries, which owns Eagle Lion. 
; would have the financial backing of 
| Serge Semenenko’s First National 
Bank of Boston. Semenenko recent- 
‘ly made an $11,000,000 loan to Pathe. 

That Hughes was also rather far 
from a deal with Atlas Corp. for its 
controlling stock interest in RKO 


was seen in the statement last week | 


of Atlas prexy Floyd Odlum. Ap- 
parently referring to the anti-trust 
suit, 
and world markets, 
virtually a challenge. 
‘Money and Nerve’ 
“Under 


he flung out 


today’s almost panicky 


conditions in the production end of | 


the movie. industry,” he declared, 
“it is doubtful if any person or group 





‘pletion of its reorganization, 


ing ¢ soring job more that aj >*-* 
ing and sponsoring job 1 ® | Tnitiel stansa. 


be released ‘until: 


as well as shrunken domestic | 


of substance within the industry has 
the combined money and nerve to 
|meet the faith of the Atlas Corp. in 
|the industry.” 

Statement began: “It is true that 
| Howard Hughes has recently had 
some general and tentative conversa- 
‘tions relating to the purchase of 
'RKO stock, but these conversations 


jeould hardly be classified as negotia- 
itions... 


since the com- 
financ- 


“The Atlas Corp., 


to step 
the 


vear ago, has been willing 
out of its control position to 
right people at the proper price, but 
at no time has it either offered its 
present holdings for sale or fixed a 
price that it would accept for the 


isame or received a satisfactory firm 
offer.” 


Young’s statement, issued 
ently to quell a flood of 
concerning his activities, read: “A 
|group of private investors associated 
with me has been looking at both 


appar- 


|RKO and United Artists with a view 


toward a possible investment but to 
date nothing has come of it. Whether 
agreement can be reached on price 
and other factors is a question for 


|the future to decide. 


“Quite apart from this, we propose | 
\to go forward with Eagle Lion to do 


all we can to make it the most 


| progressive, economical and efficient 
junit in the motion picture industry.” 


The second paragraph is, believed 
to have been the crux of the state- 
ment so far as Young is concerned, 


since it stresses the stability of EL. | 
\It has been repeatedly 


reported— 


and never denied—that should the 


company, he would merge EL with 


\it to take advantage of playing time 
|availability it has built up. 











Divercement 
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sory sale to the indies by the majors 
of their interests. The decree, as it 


| tential competitors in a situation via teac stands, permits a major to sell 
| sitting down with each one separate- 


| its interests or buy out its partner’s. 

“Sale by the defendants is the ob- 
| vious remedy for this illegality,” it’s 
|declared by the Government. 

A 10-year * cross-licensing ban 
| which would bar the Big Five from 
jselling pix to affiliates other than 
their own is only a crutch, accord- 
ing to the Government. It would not 
prevent the. Big Five from dealing 
| with the Little Three and it would 
|only be partial relief, it’s said. “This 
| prohibition is therefore only an 
interim measure which.must be sup- 
plemented by divorcement to secure 
effective, permanent relief.” 

Brief indicates that competitive 
bidding will come before the court 
without a friend. “The system of 
cempetitive bidding adopted for this 
purpose is wholly inadequate be 
cause competitive bidding can be 
‘no more than an empty gesture in 
an industry which must. be non- 
competitive while vertical combina- 
tions (theatre ownership) exist,” 
the Government says. It is unen- 
forceable because the defendants 
have. considerable room for ‘the ar- 
bitrary exercise of discretion in de- 
termining the highest bidder and 
because no adequate enforcement 
machinery is available.” 


Business Hardship 


Elsewhere, referring to it, D. of J. 
| Says: “Because of business hardship 
and a public inconvenience which 
the court mistakenly assumed such 
relief involved (divorcement), the 
court instead decided first to try to 
-compel future competition by regu- 
lating the film buying of 18,000 thea- 
tres. Such regulation was not sought 
by the Government and is opposed 
by those members of the industry 
whom ‘it was intended to benefit.” 

_ Four claimed errors of the lower 
court are listed. They are: 1. De- 
creeing competitive bidding; 2. Fail- 
ing to prohibit continued use by the 
majors of each others’ theatres as 
exhibition outlets; 3. Failing to pro- 
j;hibit absolutely any further ac- 
quisition of theatres; 4. Failing to 
‘order ultimate divorcement. 


! —_—-—— 


Redgers Maps Meet 
On Decree Changes 


‘Metro sales veepee William F. 
| Rodgers, currently in Florida, is due 
back from his vacation Feb. 8 in 
time for the U. S. Supreme Court’s 
start of hearings in the anti-trust 
case the following day. 

, Rodgers is expected to take 
annual trip to the Coast to view 
new product and huddle studio execs 
soon after his return. Then back to 
the homeoffice, where he'll call a 
;mass mect of top M-G sales per- 
sonnel to discuss the decree and 
| plan for any changes in sales policy 

that might be required. 











| network. Looks smash 
rumors | 


| fair $8,000. 
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MINNEAPOLIS 


*» (Continued from page 11) 
one get going and his presence 
meant added publicity. Hurt by 
weather, but helped by paucity of 
new pictures. Mild $15,000. Last 
week, “Road to Rio” (Par) (2d wk), 


| great $15,000 after sensational $32,000 


RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 


70)—“Crime Doctor’s Gamble’ (Col) 
and Horace Heidt orch on _ stage. | 
Heidt responsible for fine draw, | 
picture being little help. Bad 
weather break undoubtedly is cost- 


ing plenty. Scale upped to $1.50 for 
Sunday night when show was broad- 
cast from stage on national radio 
week, “Tycoon” (RKO) (2d_ wk), 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 
“Arizona” (Col) and “Texas” (Col) 
(reissues). Fairish $7,000. Last week, 
“I Love Trouble” (Col), $7,500. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“Killer 
McCoy” (M-G) (2d wk). Trim $9,000 
after brisk $14,000 first week. 

Uptown (Par) (50-55)—" 
Mitty”. (RKO). First nabe showing. 
Good $4,000. Last week, “Where 
There’s Life’ (Par), $4,500. 

World (Mann) = (350; 
“Tycoon” (RKO) (m.o.). 
two good weeks at Orpheum. 
erate $2,000. Last week, 
Where I'm Going” (U) 
okay at same figure. 


Cold Bops Omaha But 
‘Driftwood -Barron 166 


Omaha, Jan. 20. 

Just as new shows opened this 
week end a 40-mile gale with near 
| zero temperatures curdled nearly all 
\biz in town. “Driftwood” with Blue 
|Barron band on stage at Orpheum 
looks tops. “Good News” will do 
well at Paramount. . “Wiid 
Rose” in third week downtown at 
the Omaha is okay. 

Estimates for This Week 


50-85) — 


Mod- 
“Know 
(2d wk), 





—“Driftwood” (Rep) and Blue Bar- 
ron orch on stage. Nice $16,000 
|despite handicap of weather. Last 
| week, “Kiss of Death” (20th) and 





29,000. Last | 


50-70)— | 


Walter | 


Here after | 


Irish |* 


Orpheum (Tristates). (3,000 20-85) | 





| Zero Weather Sloughs 
St. Louis; ‘Swordsman’ 
Fancy 206, ‘Wall’ 21¢ 


St. Louis, Jan. 20. 

With the mercury dete around 
zero, coldest spell of winter, a wealth 
| of new screen fare is not efficient 
to hang up any sock grosses. “Hich 
Wall” and “Swordsman” look stand- 
out. 

Estimates fer This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-7 


75) 





|'—“Swordsman” (Col) and “Main 

| Street Kid” (Rep). Fancy $20,000. 
Last week, “Night Song” (RKO) and 
“Driftwood” (Rep), $21.000. 


Art (S’Renco) (115; 85)—“Children 
of Paradise” (Indie)) (4th wk). Biz 
$700 after $1,000 for third stanza 
| Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—*Cap- 
| fain Castile” (20th). Okay $23,000. 
Last week, “Tycoon” (RKO) and 
“Wild Horse Mesa” (RKO), 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172: 50-75)~ 
“High Wall” (M-G) and “Mary Lou” 
(Col). Tall $21,000. Last week, “Good 
News” (M-G) and “Lone Wolf Lon- 
don” (Col) (2d wk), big $18,000 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75) 
“Tycoon” (RKO) and “Wild Ivish 
Rose” (WB) -(m.o.). Neat $10,000 
Last week, “Wistful Widow” (U) and 
“Out of Past” (RKO) ém.o.). $9,500 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75) 
“Good News” (M-G) and “Lone Wolf 
London” ¢€Col). Good $8,000. Last 
week, “Bride Frankenstein’ (FC) 
and “Son of Frankenstein” (FC) ‘re- 
issues), $10,000. 

St. Leuis (F&M) 
“Ride Pink Horse” (U) and “Michi- 
gan Kid” (U). Oke $11,000. Last 
week, “Wild Irish Rose” (WB) and 
“Chinese Ring” (Mona) (3d wk), 


$10,000 
(Ind) (1,500; 


same 





(4,000: 50-75) 


Shubert 40-60 )— 
“Road to Rio” (Par) and “Glamour 
Girl” (Col) (m.o.). Solid $5,000 for 
third week downtown after $6,500 
last session, 





‘WALK’ SWIFT $18,000 
TOP NEW WASH. FILM 


a 


“Fabulous Joe” (UA) good $12,300 at Washington, Jan. 20. 
65c top. Mild boxoffice boom of preced- 
Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- | ing week was short silved here, with 
65)— “Good News” (M-G). Solid | virtually all downtown situations 
|$12,500. Last week, “Desire Me” | mild currently. “I Walk Alone” at 
| $10,800. | the Warner looks relatively strong 
| Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— | while “Unconquered” -at the Palace 
oe me 7 rae is holding well in its second stanza. 
ast week, “Tycoon ( ) anc 
“Two Blondes, Redhead” (Col) (2d Estimates for This Week 
wk), big $7,200. Capitel (Loews) (2,434; 44-80)— 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65)— “Intrigue” (UA) plus vaude. Mild 
“Wild Irish--Rose” (WB) and | $20,000, Last week, “If Winter 
“Chinese Ring” (Mono) (m.o.). Very | Comes” (M-G) with vaude, fine 


good $6,000 for third week down- | 
town. Last week, ‘Wild Irish Rose” 
(WB) (m.o.) with “Crimson Key” 
(20th), big $11,000. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 15-65)— 
“Boom Town” (M- (reissue) and 
“Thunderbolt” (Mono). Fancy $6,- 
000. Last week, “Had to Be You” 
(Col) 2d wk) and “Too ss Win- 
ners” (Indie), $3,200. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


(Continued from page 13) 
week, “Captain Castile” (20th) (3d 
wk), oke $12,500. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85) — 
“Mark Zorro” (20th) and “Drums 
Along Mohawk” (20th) (reissuts). 
Thin $14,000. Last week, “Good 
News” (M-G) (2d wk), nice $13,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“I Walk Alone” (Par). Big $28,000 
or over. Last week, “My Wild Irish 
Rose” (WB) (2d wk), okay $14,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85) — 
“Road to Rio” (Par) (4th wk). Hefty 
$11,000 after big $14,000 for last 
week. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 55- 
85)—"‘Senator Indiscreet” 1U) (3d 
wk). me 4 $11,000. Last week, pleas- 





ing $14,500 
United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,- 
207; 55-85) — “Intrigue” (UA) (3d 


wk). Yanked after 2 days at $2,000, 
with “Roosevelt Story” (UA) doing 
trim $9,000 in remaining 5 days. Last 


week, second of “Intrigue,” was big 
$11,000. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350: 60- 
85) — “Lady Surrenders” (U) and 
“Tawny Pipit” (U) (m.o.). Fine $4,- 


‘000. Last week, “Nicholas Nickleby’’ 
(U) (3d wk), big $3,300 

Clay (Roesner) (400: 65-85) — 
“Panic” (Tri-Color) (4th wk). 
Husky $2,500. Last -week, $3,100. 

Larkin (Roesner) (400: 65-85) — 
“Miracle Dr. Petrov” (Artkino). Oke 
$2,300. Last week, “The Twins” 
(Indie) and “Forbidden Music” (In- 
die), $2,800. 

United Nations (FWC) (1,149; 60- | 
85) — “Captain Castile” (20th) (24! 
wk). Fine $2,500 in 6 days after $2, - 
800 in first week. 

Esquire (Blumenfeld) (952; 55-85) 
—‘Capt. Boycott” (U). 
Last week, “Sundown” (UA) 
-— (UA) (reissues), 


and 


quiet $8,- 


(Par) (2,133; 60-85)—‘Wild 
(WB) (m.o.). 
week downtown. 
Flame” (Rep), 


State 
Irish Rose” 
for third 
week, “The 
$16,000. 


Last 
strong 





Thin $6,009. | 


Nice $8.000 | 


$28,000 but below hopes. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263; 44-70)— 
“Killer McCoy” (M-G) (2d run). Soe 
© $6,000. Last week, “Where There's 
Life” (Par) (2d run), same. 

Keith’s (RKO) - (1,838; 44-80)— 
“Wistful Widow” (U). Smart $10,000. 
Last week, “Tycoon” (RKO), (3d 
wk), $7,500. 

Metropolitan ("B) (1,163: 44-70) 
“The Flame” (Rep) (3 days) and 
“Slight- Case Murder” (WB) ire- 
issue) (4 days). Slow $6,000 or un- 
der for the combo. “Flame” yanked 
after doing less than $2,000 in three 
days. Last week, “Prince of Thieves” 
(Col), $7,500. 

Palace (Loew’s) 42,370; 74-$1.20)— 
“Unconquered” (Par) (2d . wk). 
Slipped to $23,000 after opening at 
hefty $38,000. 

(2,154; 44-74)-—"I 


Warner (WB) 
Walk Alone” (Par). Top newcomer 
with fine $18,000. Last week, “Wild 
Irish Rose” (WB) (2d wk), okay 


$12,000. 


Weather Slaps Indpls.; 
‘Town’ 106, Kenyon’ 126 


Indianapolis, Jan. .20. 
Biz at firstrums here generally is 
offish this .week, prolonged zero 
weather being blamed, “Swords- 





man,” however, is excellent at 
Loew's, but won't hold. “Doris 
Kenyon” at Indiana and “Magic 


|Town” at Circle are just average. 
Estimates for This Week 





Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800: 44- 
65)—“Magic Town” (RKO) and “Riff 
Raff’ (RKO). So-so $10,000. Last 
week, “Wild Irish Rose” «WB) ‘2d 
wk), big $11,000, an@ total of $28,- 
| 000 for two weeks. 
| Indiana (Gamble-Dolle) (3,300; 44- 
|65) — “Daisy Kenyon” (20th). Oke 


$12,000. Last week, “Road to Rio” 
(Par) (2d wk), solid $12,000 

Keith’s (Gamble-Dolle ) QQ, 300; 44- 
,65)—"“Wild Irish Rose” (WB) (m.o.). 
| Mild $4,500. Last week, “Spoilers” 
:(U) and “Diamond Jim” «U) ‘re- 
lissues), nice $6,500. 
Loew’s (Loew's) 


(2,450; 44-65) 


i“Swordsman” (Col) and “Glamot! 
iGirl” (Col. Strong $14,000. 9 Las! 
'week, “Good News” (M-G) and 
i“lLone Wolf London” (Col) (2d wk? 
fair $9,000. 

Lyrie (Gamble-Dolle) (1.600: 44- 
65) — “Road to Rio” (Par) (m™.0.’ 
Modest $5.000. Last week, “Los! 
Moment” (U) and “Tawny Ppt 


(U), average $6,000. 
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Philadelphia, 

Film theatres are taking a. 
here along with show biz,, 
in Philly as Yat 















vidence, Syracuse, 
leveland, Canton, 


Akron, Toledo, Houston, indianapolis, Evansville, Louis- 


And in Atlanta, Nashville, Boston, Pro 
Rochester, Buffalo, Columbus, Dayton, C 


Harrisburg, Reading, 
Memphi:, Norfolk, 
Albany, Milwaukee, 


ville, Kansas City, New Orleans, 
Wilmington, Pittsburgh, St. Louts, 
Richmond, Baltimore, Philadelphia, 
San Francisco, Portland 


and wherever it plays soon to that Raft kind of business thru 
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} engineers opine, is an indirect after- 
math of the war. Many of the 
processes marked time during hos- 

{ tilities because technicians werg¢ 
working on armaments and other 
tools of war. Hence, the smaller 
tinting outfits were starved for ex- 
perts. That, naturally, slowed proc- 
esses of experimentation, 

i In the color field, it’s axiomatic | 
i that the secret of success is realism 
‘ and competitive values. It must! 
H approximate life with a slight gilding | 
and it must meet or better the price | 





of Technicolor, the pacemaker. One 
- of the great difficulties has been the 
4h toning down of glaring highlights | 


PD and the avoidance of garish tints that | 
; stick out in a film. The search has 
been to level off tones and to keep 
them even and distinct without 
fringing. 
2 Basic Processes 

The engineers think there are only 
: two basic processes, “It’s doubtful 
a if there are any secrets left,” one | 
' said. “The advantage to Technicolor 
is distinct. The company has been 
doing it so long that its experts 
know what not to do.” Those two 
} basic processes are either to film in 
t black-and-white and get your color | 
i in the printing process (Technicolor | 
Method) or to use color film in the 
camera itself which is developed 
directly into color (Kodachrome, 
Technicolor Monopack, Ansco and 
Agfa method). At the same time, 
experts concede that they’re not ab- 
solutely sure of some of the newly 

announced eolors. 

Silver Emulsion Used 

The Technicolor method, and es- 
sentially similar in the use. by Cine- 
color, Thomascolor, etc., is to photo- 
graph in black-and-white negative. 
Techni uses regular silver emulsion 
on two sides of one strip and one 
side of another. This gives it three 
black-and-white strips used in the 
samé camera. One can then be 


a 
a 


<le a Oe” 
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Techni’s Price Hikes 


Price of Technicolor per-foot 
printing, while fluctuating some- 


=e 


. what, has shown a steady climb. | 

ie Hopes of producers are that the 

scramble in color may push 

down the cost of tinters. Range 
of Techni’s prices over the past 
eight years are as follows: 


ae ee .055 
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gan. 2, 1948. ccki. oss. .- .0497 
Mar. 28, 1945. Cee eerecess Say 0547 9 
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Mar. 21, 1947............+. 0672 
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used for editing. The trick, and the 
only secret in the system, is in the 
printing. Each one of the strips is 
used for one of the basic colors— 
red, blue and green—and they and 
all conceivable combinations of them 
are merged in the final print. 
Illustrating the color-in-negative 
systems is the much-discussed Ger- 
man Agfa method now taken over, 
hook-line-and-sinker, by the Rus- 
sians. One of the Russians’ Agfa- 
produced films which came to the 
U. S. last year, “The Stone Flower” 
(made in Czechoslovakia), won 
plaudits for its effective tinting. 
DEFA, a German producing unit in 
the Russian zone, has turned out a 
number of tinters, including “Der 





: Fledermaus,” film which Artkino 
; will release here. 
4 Agfa’s Method 


‘ Yank experts think the Agfa 
j method “basically good.” The sys- 
is tem hasn’t had a fair trial here, it’s 
said, and won't reach a pitch of 
7 iJ perfection unless more interest and 
money are generated behind _ it. 
‘| They're inclined to discount any im- 

provements claimed by the Russians 
on the basic system. 

There are all sorts of variations 
and cross-pollinations on the basic 
two systems. Thomascolor, for in- 
stance, photographs in black-and« 
white film and the print is black- 
and-white. The print, however, must 
be projected through three filters in 
the theatre itself, and these filters 
combine the colers on the screen. 
Special lenses on the camera and 
projector are required. 

Thumbnail Synopsis 

@ thumbnail’ sketch of the. latest 
information available on some of 
the processes is as follows: 
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Tinter Business Scramble 


Continued from page 3 


| filter for a switch from a two-color 


| series of westerns. 


| in four Paramount animated shorts, 


“The Circus Comes to Clown,” ready 


‘this was done is “The Angry God,” 
| Ed Peskay 
| ductions). Film to be released by 
| United Artists. 
' Goldwyn Follies,” a reissue handled 


| and enlarged by Hollywood Color- 
| film Corp. It’s a new entry in the 
‘tint field. Will print from 
| Kodachrome or blow-up of the same 
'to 35m Vitacolor. Promises 24-hour 
| delivery of rushes. 


| will soon be available to industry. 


; with 
| process, 


' 


Kodak. Under Techni’s pact with 
producers, its boosts can be retro- 
active. Working on vast expansion 
of plant facilities to speed up delay 
of three months between delivery of 
the negative and receipt of prints. In- 
cidentally, currently a defendant in 
an anti-trust action brought by the 
Government. 

Cinecolor—Recently added a third 


to three-color process. Minimum 
price, 5.92c. per foot, something be- 
low Techni’s minimum of 6.22c. per 
foot. Delivery 30-45 days after 
order, 

Trucolor—Process owned by Re- 
public after the company dropped 
the Magna-color system. Essentially 


including five in color. Thirteen 
tions, while two are to come from 
Sir Alexander Korda’s London Film 
Productions. Other three are indie 
productions from Reliance Films, 
Sol Wurtzel and Frank Seltzer. War- 
ners is next on the list with 15, two 
of which are to be in color. 


United Artists, now that its 
trouble. with Enterprise has been 
straightened out, has 14 films in its 
backlog. It may still encounter dif- 
ficulty in getting Cagney Produc- 
tions to deliver “Time of Your Life,” 
which Cagney wants to turn over to 
Warners for release. Par has eight 
pix stored up, including four in 
color. Both Columbia and Universal 
are now releasing almost on top of 
their production schedules, Col. 
has only three films awaiting re- 
lease, while U has two, both of 
which wiil probably hit the screens 








a two-color system. Rep uses it in a 
Now improved, | 
it'll be used for Roy Rogers pix. 
Process now available to other pro- 
ducers, according to an announce- | 
ment of Herbert J. Yates, Rep’s 
prexy. 

Polacoilor — Turned out by the| 
Polaroid Co. Currently being used | 


first two of which, “Base Brawl” and 


for release. Par has the output tied 
until April when it will probably be 
open to other producers. 

» Fulleolor — Successful “results 
claimed by L. S. Trimble, prexy, in 
blowing up 16m Kodachrome prints 
to 35m In Fulleolor. Pic in which 


producing (Carlisle Pro- 
Processing of “The 
by Film Classics was also in Full- 


color. i 
Vitacolor — Recently reorganized 


16m 


Amercolor — Operating in New 
York with lab facilities in Long 
Island City for past two years. Up 
to now only for slide films, but claim 





in key city bookings next mor th. 


aN Tax Tussle 


Continued from page 5 

was clamped on pix imports. That 
would also take in the raft of re- 
issues currently circulating in Anglo 
theatres as part of the Yank dis- 
tribs’ tactics. in piecing out their 
dwindling new product. 

If that action is taken before State 
Dept. intervention, it’ll spell a com- 
plete halt on revenue to American 
companies. No doubt the U. S. com- 
panies would retaliate by pulling all 
product from theatres. British ex- 
hibs, then, may be forced to shut- 
ter because native product is insuf- 
ficient to keep them going. 
Apparently aware of that possi- 
bility, the Cinematograph Exhibitors 
Assn. is now mapping a big cam- 
paign to enlist public support in its 











fight against the 75% ad valorem 
tax. The CEA through its screens 


would advise the public on what 
British exhibs face as a result of the 
tax. That means a plunge into poli- 
tics, something which the CEA so 
far has avoided. 

The political move seems to be a 
repercussion of W. R. Fuller’s trip 
to America last year. CEA is peeved 
because Fuller, its general secretary, 
got the brushoff from Sir Stafford 
Cripps following his trek. The top 
cabinet official refused to discuss 








Negotiations, it’s said, now going on 
producers. A_ three-color 


Ansco Color—Used by Monogram 
in a feature, “Sixteen Fathoms” and 
a short, “Climbing the Matterhorn.” 
Color has been used in large quan- 
tities in past year for industrial sales 
pix. Now: available for studios with 
negotiations under .way. . Attually, 
use Monopack system: Two-three 
weeks from order to delivery. Proc- 
essing and printing at the Huston 
Color Laboratory in Los Angeles. 

Agfa (German)—Used widely by all 
countries within Russian orbit. Yank 
and British producers. have attempt- 
ed to obtain Agfa rawstock but un- 
derstood not to be successful in effort 
to obtain large quantities. ° 


Cinecolor Nets 3986 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Annual report of Cimecolor 
showed a net profit of $398,351 for 
the fiscal year ending Sept. 27, 1947, 
an increase of $277,814 over the 
previous year. 

Profit for 1947 amounts to 54c per 
share on the company’s 740,548 
shares of common steck. 





H’wood Backlog 


Continued from page 5 


their releases. This, in turn, has 
helped cut down the backlog. A 
notable factor in trimming the num- 
ber of films completed but not yet 
released is the drop in production, 
necessitated by increased costs, 
22 Tinters 

Of the 91 pictures in the current 
backlog, 22 (or slightly less than 
25%) have been lensed in various 
color precesses, indicating the ma- 
jors have found that it pays to spend 
extra money on color because of the 
added boxoffice pull of tinted films. 
Metro tops the field in this category, 
with seven of its 11 backlog pictures 
lensed in Technicolor. All these, 
with the exception of “Master ef 
Lassie,” moreover, are musicals. 
RKO tops the backlog list with 20 
films completed, only two of which 
are in color. Both of these are 
indie productions, comprising Samuel 





Technicoler—Recently boosted its | Goldwyn’s “Song Is Born” (Danny 
price on 16m prints 1.6c. per foot |Kaye) and Walt Disney’s “Meledy 
to a price of 6.75¢. per foot minimum. | Time.” 


Twentieth-Fox, which had _ the 
slimmest backlog last year, ranks 


@n rawstock announced by Eastman: second now with a total of 18 films, 





alternatives to the tax. 

British exhibs are now seeking 
governmental permission to boost 
admission scales. Part of the deal 
would be that the “upped prices 
would not find theiraay back to the 
U. S. in the ease of American films. 
British Treasury has already been 
approached on. the proposition and 
-has suggested: a written memoran- 
dum which the CEA is now prep- 
ping. Climbing pix rentals and op- 
erating expenses are cueing the 
action. From one quarter it’s esti- 
mated that the proposed boost 


would give exhibs an additional $1,- 
200,000 yearly. 





Atkinson 


cent effort to stage a comeback as 
prexy of local 306, New York pro- 
jectionists’ local, by Herman Gelber, 
incumbent, is widely claimed as a 
licking for Walsh. Basson, an IA 
studio rep, was regarded as Walsh’s 
candidate to succeed Gelber. The 
latter had clashed with Walsh on the 
question of a walkout by New York 
projectionists after the theatre chains 


Walsh prevailed—the projectionists 
stayed on. A settlement was later 
won, 

There’s one ironical twist to the 
fight that’s brewing. Several studio 
locals which formerly belonged to 
Herbert Sorrell’s Conference of 
Studio Unions joined the IA after 
the CSU's costly beating on its 
jurisdictional battle with the IA. 
These locals. are licking |, their 
wounds, it’s said, since they’re still 
resentful of the part played by the 
IA’s brass in the jurisdictional fight. 
It’s predicted that they’ll hop into 
any electoral tiff, with Walsh and 
his slate as their target. 


Calvert’s Plane Crackup 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

John Calvert landed in the hospi- 
tal with a fractured cheekbone and 
wrecked his new plane, “The Fal- 
con,” on a short hop from Lock- 
heed to Grand Central Air Terminal 
for christening ceremonies. 

Rochelle Hudson was to break a 
bottle of champagne over the nose 
of the new DC-2 before Calvert 
hopped off on a flight to carry 
prints of “Devil’s Cargo,” his first 
Falcon film, to key cities. 








of the 18 are to be studio produc- |: 






refused to meet pay boost demands. 
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Film 








Perilous Waters 


handled along with those of the 
Misses Long and Knudsen, 

Leon Ware's Good Housekeeping 
mag story, “Search,” is the source 
of the film, scripters Richard Worm- 
ser and Francis Rosenwald having 
done a fair job in transplanting it te 
celluloid. Henry Sharp's lensing is 
adequate while direction of Jack 
Bernhard maintains a good pace in 
this Jack Wrather production. 


Tenth Avenue Angel 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 


Metro release of Ralph Wheelwright 
preduction. Features Muargaret O'Brien, 
Angela Lansbury, CGieorge Murphy, Phyllis 
Thaxter. Directed by Roy Rowland. Screen- 
play, Harry Ruskin, Eleanore Griffin; 
based on story by Angna Enters and a 
sketch by Craig Rice: camera, Robert 
Surtees; editors, Ralph E. Winters, George 
Boemler, Tradeshown in Hollywood Jan, 7, 
‘48. Running time, 74 Mins. 

Flavia Mills............-Margaret O’Brien 
| Susan Bratten........... Angela Lansbury 


hte En, Se a 


-George Murphy 
Helen Mills 


Phyllis Thaxter 


” mee aa lt Sree Warner Anderson 
OEE Svs Vistesdeee edna Rhys Williams 
Al BNO sa 000ckiiiaséaebinis Barry Nelson 
Dire, Murgny , ss. vvebses Connie Gilchrist 
Daniel Oliver Madson........... Tom Trout 
Jimmy Madson. .....+ceeees:: Dickie Tyler 
Rad Ardley........eseseeee++.Henry Blair 


Parole Officer 


. ) Charles Cane 
Street Vendor 


Richard Lane 


eee ee 


ee ee ee ey 


“Tenth Avenue Angel” gives little 
Margaret O'Brien another chance to 
turn on the cinematic tears. As a 
weeper, film fulfills all aims, but the 
young actress’ suffering is beginning 
to wear. She needs a change of pace. 
In situations where she and other 
familiars in the cast are favorites, 
film should have a modest success. 
Otherwise, its chances are slender. 


Hokum plot lays the sob stuff on 
thick, and without too. much inter- 
est, as the moppet suffers disillu- 
Slonment and loses her faith in 
grownups. Plot hinges on child's 
interference in the lives of the 
adults who surround her. One of 
them is an ex-con trying to work 
out an honest future. Tearjerker in- 
gredients put the principals through 
all types of tribulation to insure the 
emotional upsets. 


Roy Rowland puts the players 
throu h their paces in okay style, 
considering the material in the 
Harry Ruskin - Eleanore Griffin 
script, based on a story by Angna 
Enters and a sketch by Craig Rice. 
Angela Lansbury and George Mur- 
phy carry the aduli leads as sweet- 

eart and ex-con, respectively. 
Phyllis Thaxter and Warner Ander- 
son are the suffering parents of the 
moppet. Rhys Williams draws a good 
characterization of a blind news 
vendor. Barry Nelson and others do 
their best. : 


Lensing, editing and other behind- 
the-camera factors. reflect standard 
craftsmanship, . Brog. 





Mary Leu 
(SONGS) 


Hollywood, Jan. 19. 


Columbia release of Sam Katzman pro- 
duction, Features Robert Lowery, Joan 
Barton, Glenda Farrell, Frankie Carle Orch. 
Direeted by Arthur Dreifuss. Screenplay, 
M. Coates Webster; camera, Ira H. Mor- 
gan; editor, Viola Lawrence; songs, J. R. 
Robinson, Abe Lyman, George Wagener, 
Allan Roberts, Lester Lee, Doris Fisher, 
agg So mew ——_ Rivero, Ben Bloss- 
ner. viewed in Hollywood, Jan. 19, ’48, 
Running time, 65 MINS, mm, 3, 


Steve Roberts.......... a...-Robert Lowery 


OO ee a ae Joan Barton 
Winnle Winford...ccceoess:. Glenda Farrell 
Mary Lou....... seeveseses.- Abigail Adams 
meres Cammore. . ceiases ciwecikas Frank Jenks 
Murry Harris......+.se+0...Emmett Vogan 
Eve Summers.......cse. «+... Thelma White 
Airlines President......2....Plerre Watkin 
Mortimer Cripps.......csses. Charles Jordan 
Bere SEPM sas . didn cbc ce ot Leslie Turner 
Cheever Chesney...........:. Chester Clute 
and Frankie Carle’s Orch 





comedy for smaller situations; it 
should serve okay for supporting 
positions and in lesser houses. 


Singing of Joan Barton and music 
played by Frankie Carle’s orchestra 
are assists to trite story. Songs in- 
clude title number, “Don’t Mind My 
Troubles,” “I'm Sorry I Didn’t Say 
I'm Sorry,” “That’ssGood Enough for 


“Carle's Boogie” and “Learning to 
Speak English,” which is a lot of 
music to crowd into 65 minutes of 
film. Miss Barton makes the lyrics 
listenable and Carle’s keyboard work 
pleases. Plot involves itelf with two 
femmes’ fight over right to use han- 
dle of Mary Lou while singing with 
Carle's band. Handle has been 
taken over by Miss Barton when she 
becomes orch chirp after being fired 
as an air hostess for soothing pas- 
sengers with song. Abigail Adams, 
rival canary, contests use of name 
but, after some contrived ups and 
downs, plot unwinds to expected 
conelusien. 

Miss Barton impresses as femme 
lead and Robert Lowry shows okay 
as the leading man. Frank Jenks 
and Glenda Farrell toss around some 
comedy bits. Carle’s music is good 
but he’s no thespian. Miss Adams is 
competent, as are Thelma White, 
Charles Jordan and others. Sam 
Katzman’s production gardnered ex- 
pert values for low. budget. Arthur 
Dreifuss’ direction is only average. 
Lensing and other technical work 
are standard. Brog. 





Continued from page 8 


“Mary Lou” is a’ program musical | 


Me,” “Wasn't It Swell Last Night,” 
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Reviews 


Stage to Mesa City 


Eagle Lion release of Jerry Thomas proe 
duction, Stars ‘“Lash'’ LaRue, Al ‘‘Fuzzy’* 
St. John; features Jennifer Holt, George 
Chesebro, Brad Slaven. Directed by Ray 
Taylor. Sereenplay, Joseph F. Poland: 
camera, James Brown, Sr.; editor, Hugh 
Winn; musie, Walter Greene. Previewed 
in N. ¥., Jan. 16, 48 Running time, 52 





MINS. - 

CHEYeNNE. seccsccccereccesss Lash” Lakue 
Fuzzy... evsceesoes Al “Fuzzy” St. John 
Margie...eccees eeooosceooeee--Jennifer Jlolt 
Padgett. r.coccee otesecceess George Chesebro 
HOD... sccccccesescoccececses+-- Drud Slaven 
Barter. sscoccccovseces es Marshall Reed 
Med... cevccccececccciccce «..Terry Frost 
JIM. . coveccecccescccacccecsers Carl Mathews 
Pete@..ccoecse Ceesecccenvcesens Bob Woodward 
WHEBOD., ceccesscorsecssecseess: Steve Clark 
SLOCMOT .ccccncccceceseseseacers Frank Ellig 
Sheriff. ...ssece Ceeccescereteors Lee Morgan 





A formula western, “Stage to Mesa 
City” is a fair galloper with “Lash” 
LaRue supplying the marquee lure, 
On the overall, film is just an aver- 
age filler for the action houses. 


As his latest mission, U. S. Marshal 
LaRue is scrutinizing the much- 
attacked Mesa City stage line. A 
lucrative mail contract is coming up 
and unknown outlaws are attempt- 
ing to take over the line. Suspicion 
eventually falls upon the postmaster, 
George Chesebro. He's bagged by 
LaRue in a typical toe-to-toe slug- 
ging match, 

LaRue turns in his usual brisk 
performance as the marshal. Al 
“Fuzzy” St. John handles the com- 
edy while Chesebro is a so-so heavy. 
Jennifer Holt lends some pulchritude 
in the lone femme role. Supporting 
players are mediocre. 


Scripting of Joseph Poland makes 
liberal use of the stock plot i..gredi- 
ents found in most films of this cate- 
gory. Ray Taylor’s direction is satis- 
factory in this Jerry Thomas produc- 
tion. Lensing of James Brown, Sr., 
is okay, and Hugh Winn’s editing 


neatly pared the footage to a suappy 
52 minutes, Gilb. 
Fanny 
(FRENCH-MADE) 

Sivitzky International release of Marcel 
Pagnol preduction, Stars Raimu, Charpin, 
Plerre Fresnay; features Orane Demazis, 
Directed hy Marc Allegrei Screenplay, 
Pagnol; English titles, H. G, Weinberg, 
Previewed in N, Y¥, Jan. ¥, ‘48. Running 
time, 125 MINS, 

COBRP cosvescrddecseetetesess ‘ -..-Raimu 
Marius. .rcceocseccccscocceceses Pierre Frespay 
PAMISBO ccccccecececetsececeges ..(harpin 
PANY vocccscccccdiscsccececcs VUrane Demazis 
HIOnOrime. .ccoccsccecsescoossves Alida Rouffe 
Mr. Brun...coccccccseseseces Robert Vaitier 





(In French; English Titles) 

Producer-writer Marcel Pagnol 
and the late Raimu, France's great 
cinema team responsible for such 
classics as “The Baker's Wife’ and 
“The Well-Digger’s Daughter,” reach 
the highest point of their collabora- 
tion in “Fanny.” Like their other 
offerings, this film is deeply human 
in its perception of the way in which 
the tragic and comic elements of life 
reinforce each other. Its boxoffice 
appeal among the art house clicntele 
is assured. 

Once again, Pagnol plays varia- 
tions on his favorite theme of the 
young maid’s fall from virtue into 
pregnancy. The story of “Fanny,” 
however, is secondary to the gallery 
of superlative portraits drawn by 
the cast members. Several long se- 
quences. are wholly discursive and 
even irrelevant to the plot's central 
axis. But the talk in these passages 
is so packed with earthy humor, and 
the characterizations of the middle- 
class types are so acute, that in real- 
ity they make up the substance of 
the film. 

The story revolves around Fanny's 
plight after she’s deserted by Raimus 
| son, her lover who leaves to become 
a sailor. Under pressure of her out- 
raged mother, Fanny is forced into 
marrying Charpin, who’s old enough 
to be her father. Raimu and Char- 
pin, good friends, battle temporarily 
over the custody of the child but ul- 
timately join hands against the young 
lover, Pierre Fresnay, who returns 
to claim his paternal rights. 


Raimu delivers one of the best per- 
formances of his career, with the 
loose structure of the plot offering 
him chances to display the full range 
of his talents. As a barkeep whos 
brokenhearted over his son’s depar- 
ture, Raimu displays his rich comic 
vein with a delicacy that never shat- 
ters the poignant qualities underly- 
ing his role. Charpin also plays su- 
perbiy, equalling Raimu in his 
ability to merge the pathetic, the 
sentimental a the comic into a 
unified mood. 


As Fanny, Orane Demazis is slight- 
ly short on jooks but moi») than com- 
pensates by her sensitivity and fra- 
gility, Fresnay, as the impulsive 
swain, is disappointing in a small 
part which he plays too theatrically. 
Brilliant performances are turned in 
by Alida Rouffe, as Fanny's mother, 
and Robert Vattier, one of Raimus 
friends. 

Chief defects lie in the lensing, 
which is uneven, and the editing, 
w. ‘ch causes several choppy transi- 
tions. English titling, howeve!l, 
‘achieves a rare success in capturing 
| the bedy and spirit ef the French 
' dialog, Herm. 
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COLUMBIA PICTURES presents OF 


ROBERT. MARGUERITE 


YOUNG * CHAPMA 


LENTLES: 


Is ” with WILLARD PARKER + AKIM TAMIROFF 


. BARTON MacLANE » MIKE MAZURKI - ROBERT BARRAT - CLEM BEVANS 


Screenplay by Winston Miller 


Directed by GEORGE SHERMAN - Produced by EUGENE B. ROONEY 
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Little Carnegie (N.Y.) Legal Squawk 
Takes New Twist; Theatre Briefs 


The running legal tiff over who's + 


entitled to operate the Little Carne- 
gie, the profitable art house on W. 
57th street, N. Y., took a new tw 
this 


ist 





week. With a 3—2 appellate | Shows can 


then labeled as the Little Elgin. Big 
advantage in a dual house is that 
be staggered an hour 


division decision to the effect that | apart, plus the added seating capac- 


it was not entitled to take over de- 
spite its ownership of the theatre, 
Little Carnegie Realty Corp., headed 


by Jean Goldwurm, owner of the 
World. announced it had enlarged 
its holdings by purchasing property 
adjacent to the sureseater. 

The queer legal gimmick is that 
the court had ruled that Goldwurm 
was not entitled to take over from 
current lessees, Irving Lesser and j 
the Goldberg brothers, because it} 
only owned the theatre itself and | 
not adjacent property. Appellate 


division construed the lease to per- 
mit termination by a new owner 
only if he also owned adjoining 
property. 

Appéllute division decision is cur- 
rently up on final appeal to the state 
court of appeals. Nonetheless. Gold- 


wurm proceeded to buy 142 West } ; r 
57th street. Understood that if he Entire interest of Jack Goetz and 
fais to win a reversal, he'll sue |Arthur Gottlieb in Du-Art Film | 
anew claiming he’s now met the | Laboratories, N. Y., has been ac-} 
court’s requirements. {quired by Al Young, one of the 
New acquisition plus the old gives |firm’s original founders and part- 
: aye : RN foc nya, | ers. 
Goldwurm's company 60 fect on Sith | Now sole owner of the plant 
. a ae pins : oung has also purchased a sub- 
Outfit plans erection of 1,000-seater | stantial interest in the W. 55th St. 


and office building on 56th street. 
Berk & Krumgold agented the deal. 





Two-In-One Theatre 
Ottawa. 


20th Century’s Elgin 


| ity 


| With 


which keeps lines constantly 
moving. 


Elgin’s manager, Ernest 


the apparatus becomes avai 
new equipment, dual 


policy will include foreign films and 


documentaries in the small theatre, | 
the | 
] 


with regular pix in 


larger. 


program 


Carolina TO Convention Feb. 1-3 
The annual convention of the 


| Theatre Owners of North and South 
| Carolina, will be held here Sept. 1-3. 


It will be the first convention of 
the Carclinas organization since af- 





Warren, | 
|plans installation’/of 16m_ projection 


'equipment in the Little Elgin when | 


lable. | ates and their wives will meet at 
house | Michigan City, Ind., 
| board 


theatre, 
town’s first dual film house, has two 
separate auditoriums, two boxoffices 
and two projection booths. Theatre 
can be operated as separate units if 
necessary, with the smaller theatre 


| filiating itself with the Theatre Own- 
lers of America several months ago. 





Young Sole Owner of Du-Art Lab 


building housing the company to 
provide for future expansion. 
Allied States Gab Afloat 
Hastings, Mich. 
Mid-West area meeting of Allied 
States members comprising exhibs 
|from Indians, Michigan, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Ohio and West Virginia 
is scheduled for June 22-24, accord- 
ing to a recent announcement by 

















| New York acids | 








WARNER BROS. PRESENTS a 
“Treasure of Sierra Madre 
stars Humphrey Bogart 


and 
Walter Huston, Tim Holt, Bruce Bennett 
Directed by John Huston 
Produced by Henry Blanke 


in Person Lionel Hampton 
and His Orchestra 
Plus RED and CURLEY 


WARNER BROS. 
STRAND 


Broadway 
At 47th Street 





WARNER BROS. PRESENTS 
“THE VOICE of the TURTLE” 
Starring 
Ronald REAGAN © Eleaner PARKER 
Eve Arden © Wayne Morris 
with 
KENT SMITH e JOHN EMERY 

Directed by. Irvi Ra 
Sereen Play 2 Soha Ven Secben 


Broadway, WARNER Theatre 


At 5ist St. 























The THEATRE GUILD presents 
the RKO RADIO PICTURE 


“MOURNING BECOMES 
ELECTRA” 


TWICE DAILY 2:30 and 8:90 PM 

3 PERFORMANCES SUNDAY 

at 2:00, $:15 end 8:30 PM 
Bp reserve SEATS ONLY 


THEATRE 
45th $1. w. of Bway 
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PAULETTE GODDARD 


“An ideal Husband” 


A 20th Century-Fex Release in Technicolor 
Plus en Stage 
1LONA MASSEY - SO0SAR1IO & ANTONIO 
VASSO ARGYRIS - ROLLY ROLLE 

















ROX 7th Ave. & 


50th St. 
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JOHN WAYNE - LARAINE DAY.. 
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- RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


Rocketeller Center 


Gregory Charies 
PECK +4 Toop 2 LAUGHTON 
Charles COBURN @ Ethel BARRYMORE ° 


and Levis JOURDAN and VALLI 
0. Selznick’s production of 
Hitchcock’s “THE PARADINE CASE” 





“john Ford ond Marin ( Cooper 


tt FOGUIVE 


HENRY DOLORES PEDRO 
FONDA > DEL RIO - ARMENDARIZ 
{pirectes by JOHN FORD / VICTORIA 


Relecsed by RKO Redio Matures 
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APTAT 
TECHNICOLOR 


TYRONE POWER . >. 
Deon IVOLI 


8:30 vey of 490 
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Open 
A.M. 





present Argosy Pictures’ 


ion CASTILE 


Spectacular Stage Presentation 





A647 OO+ 











] 

| “A VERY FUNNY PICTURE.”—SUN 
| SAMUEL GOLDWYN presents 

| CARY LORETTA DAVID 
GRANT © YOUNG ® NIVEN 


Rd rcdors 9 “The Bishop's Wife“ 





Doors Open AST QR Bwey at 45m St. 
3:45 A.M. °o 














U’s $1.0614, Divvy 
Quarterly dividend of $1.06% per 
share for its 4%% cumulative -pre- 
ferred stocks has been declared by 
Universal’s board. 


Coin will be doled out March 1 to 








stockholders of record Feb. 16, 


St. Loo Survey 

Theatre survey of the St. Louis 
territory, 22nd in the Motion 
Picture Assn. series on the coun- 
try’s 31 exchange areas, shows a 
total of 575 theatres with an ag- 
gregate seating capacity of 336,- 
215. In addition, there are three 
drive-ins with 1.877 car total ca- 
pacity and 23 shuttered houses 
with 9.529 seats. 

Of the total number of the- 
atres, 274 are circuit-operated, 
with the remaining 324 operated 
by indies having less than four 
theatres apiece. 








regional veepee Ray Branch. Dele- 
where they'll 
a chartered steamer for a 
three-day Lake Michigan cruise to 
Mackinac Island. 
Business sessions 
aboard the ship. 


will be _ held 





RKO Felds Famil,;, Cincy 
Cincinnati. 
RKO Theatres has shuttered the 
1,000-seat Family theatre, reportedly 
because of a lack of suitable product. 
Closing leaves. six houses in the 
chain’s downtown setup and removes 
one of Cincy’s amusement land- 
marks. Property, under lease, is the 


tres. 
It is expected to be converted into 
use for a restaurant. 





Pester Exchange Owners Meet 
Minneapolis. 

Independent poster exchange own- 
ers will meet in Chicago to reorgan- 
ize their former trade association 
and discuss various “problems,” in- 
cluding present efforts to monopo- 
lize the distribution of film adver- 
tising. 
Donald Swartz, owner of an ex- 
change here, will attend the confer- 
ence. . 





Darnell Gets Rialte, Massen-, N.Y. 
Albany. 

The Rialto, Massena, N. Y., is now 
being operated by Darnell Theatre 
Corp., headed by Donald Schine and 
Elmer Lux. Latter, who recently 
resigned as RKO branch manager in 
Buffalo, is vice-president and gen- 
eral manager of the company, while 
young Schine, son of Louis W. 
Schine, of the Schine Circuit, & 
president. Its headquarters are in 
Buffa lo. 

Richard D. Hayes, Paramount 
salesman for 20 years, resigned, ef- 
fective Jan. 15, to enter the hotel 
business at Tupper Lake. James M. 
Moore dropped when Warners cut 
to one salesman. 





Wm, Sherman Quits EL, St. L. 
St. Louis. 

William Sherman, St. Louis ex- 
change manager for Eagle Lion, re- 
signed to devote full time to his two 
motion picture theatres, the 300-seat 
Sherman, Bloomfield, Mo., and the 
200-seat Sherman, Advance, Mo. 

Clarence M. Turley, secretary- 
treasurer of the St. Louis Amus. 
Co. and manager of the Missouri 
and Ambassador theatre buildings, 
heads a syndicate that recently pur- 
chased a downtown St. Louis office 
building for $4,000,000. 

Guy Beatty, Cameron, Mo., is 
mulling plans for a new motion 
picture theatre in that town. 

The Tri-State Drive-in Thea 
Ine., has let a contract for a 1,000. 
car drive-in near -Hickman Mills, 
Mo. It will cost $100,000 and be 

Mass., 


ready for operation by May. 

Alan Crawford, Boston, 
has replaced Bob Halliday in the St. 
Louis Warner Bros. exchange. Hal- 


las, Tex. 





Smith FWC Dist. Mgr., Phoenix 
Phoenix. 
Dick Smith is the new district 
manager of the local link of Fox 
West Coast Theatre chain, embrac- 
ing the downtown Fox and Vista. 


Former manager of Fox and lat- 
terly district manager in California, 
Smith oye Louis B. Christ, who 
is giving up the post after 11 years, 
because of ill health. “ 


Aas 
courses in 





; |Minnesota Entertainment 
liday has been transferred to Dal- | 


Minneapolis, Jan. 20. 

North Central Allied is engaged 
in still another fight to halt addi- 
|tional Minneapolis theatre compe- 
tition. This time it’s opposing Roy 
Secrest, owner of a neighborhood 
house which he is losing his 
lease. 


in 


Secrest. is seeking a special con- 





his present theatre into a 1,200-seat 
showhouse. The move will be 
| fought to the last ditch, North Cen- 
| tral Allied announces. 

The independent exhibitors’ body 
lalso is battling to prevent 
| issuance of permits for a new neigh- 
| borhood theatre to a property owner 
inot now engaged in the business 
and makes no bones of the fact 
that it will vigorously oppose all 


ijnew theatre construction here on 


ithe grounds the city still is over- 
only one not owned by RKO Thea- | 


seated after 12 years without such 
building. 

A temporary setback was given 
the organization when the city coun- 
cil recently abandoned a 12-year 
no license policy by granting a per- 
mit to Nathan Shapiro, former night 
club owner, to build and operate a 
new local neighborhood theatre. 





2 More in Montreal 
Montreal, Jan. 20. 
Two new theatres have just been 
opened here. First, the 909-seat 
Mercier, is operated by General Thea- 
tres of Quebec, an affiliate of Odeon 


Theatres of Canada. It is managed |, 
opened | 


by Alf Goulet and was 
Thursday (15). It will show mostly 
original French films distributed by 
Eagle Lion and _  French-dubbed 
American or British pix, also dis- 
tributed by Eagle Lion. 


Second, the 828-seat Van Horn, 
which opened Saturday (17), is 
temporarily managed by Jack 


Moore. It is the 22d house in the 
United Amusements chain in Mon- 
treal. Company also operates 32 
theatres in the Province of Quebec. 
The Van Horn will exhibit regular 
run product. 





New Indiana Drive-In 
Greenfield, Ind., Jan. 20. 
Indiana Theatre Corp., Louisville, 
Ky., will build a $78,000 drive-in 


theatre east of Cumberland, ind., in’ 


Hancock county. 
Louis Arrus, Louisville, heads the 
firm, 





Amarillo’s $75,000 Drive-In 
Amarillo, Texas, Jan. 20. 
Construction has been started on a 
new drive-in $75,000 theatre in 
suburban Amarillo. 

Builder is Charles Weisenberg, of 
Dallas, who also owns and operates 
two houses at Tulia and one at 


Seagoville. 


Twin-City Drive-In Race 
Minneapolis, Jan. 20. 
Dave Flexer of Memphis, and the 


Enter- 
prises, are both applying for a per- 





mit to build and operate a drive-in ' 


theatre in Rose, St. Paul suburb. 
Flexer, who last season built and 
operated the area’s first drive-in 
theatre in a Minneapolis suburb, 
figures on 500 to 1,000-car capacity 
for the new enterprise. 

The MEE was organized by a 
group of Twin City . independents 
with $1,000,000 capitalization for the 
purpose of keeping outside drive-in 








motion-picture theatre 
management, publicity, ad- 

vertising and exploitation 
under direction of Michael 
Zala—beginning February 5. 


theatre interests from invading the 











N. Central Battles Another Bid 
For New Construction in Mpls. 


4 


+ 
+ 





—— 


territory by building them itself 
and engaging in other amusement 
enterprises. 

If both permits are granted it’s 
expected a race will ensue for con- 





struction permit to enable him to} 
|convert an abandoned school near | 


the | 


struction. 
| 








Korda 


Centinued from page 3 —— | 








chairman of a new French corpora- 


j}tion the producer is organizing to 
make pictures in France. Korda’s 
situation is similar to that of Amer- 


ican distribs in that he has consid- 
erable coin tied up in frozen cur- 
rency in France, which he will try to 
move via returns abroad from pix 
produced there. 

Korda has been purchasing French 
films during the past few years for 
distribution abroad, but this will be 
his first actual production in the 
country. 





Korda Aide Visiting 


Ned Mann, camera special effects 
expert, arrived in New York Friday 
(16) aboard the Queen Mary from 
Britain, where he tutored Sir Alex- 
ander Korda’'s technical staff. 

In the U. S. to look into some 
photographic patents, Mann returns 
to Britain Feb. 10 to resume with 
Korda. He started his career in the 
film business more than 30 years 
ago. 











Ruggles-Rank 


Continued from page 3 








cided to drop all U. S. releasing 
plans for “London Town” which had 
already been labelled, “My Heart 
Gees Crazy” for the Yank market. 
Rank outfit has decided to take its 
losses on the expensive pic after 
months of editing and cutting failed 
to produce a film which Rank’s 
partners in the U. S. consider has a 
chance in the tough VU. S. theatres. 

Film was completed last year by 
Ruggles after a lengthy shooting 
schedule. Part of his difficulty, it’s 


said, was quiet resistance by British 
studio unions which were peeved by 
statements attributed in the press to 
Ruggles to the effect that native 
technicians’ were inferior to Ameri- 
cans in the Know-how of musical 
pic-making. 











THERE’S ONLY ONE 
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MIAMI BEACH 


OCEAN FRONT ¢ 40th to 4ist Ses. 
Reservations Invited - Walter Jacobs 














Register now by mail or ir per- 
son. Veterans eligible under 
G.I. Bill. Write or call for spe- 
cial bulletin MV. Room 211, 
100 Washington Square East, 
New York 3, N. Y. SPring 
7-2000, Ext. 292. 
Division of General Education 


NEW YORK 
UNIVERSITY 


on Washington Square 
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VARIETY 





RATING EM ON QUALITY BASIS. 
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What's All the 


Current state of anxiety around 


Shootin’ For? 


the advertising agencies is being 


translated in many instances into drastic economies and layoffs, with 


the general reaction around the trade being: 


Bewildered agency personnel point 


“What's the panic about?” 
out that billings are holding up all 


along the line; except for those agencies affected by transfer of ac- 


counts to other agencies, those 15% 


commissions not only hold up to 


previous year levels but in many instances top them. 

There have been few cancellations written into the major agencies’ 
books this season, with no indication at the moment that any alarming 
wave of withdrawals is in the offing. While this is the usual between- 
option-time period of doldrums around the agencies, the fear bug is 
apparently riding rampant as though agency execs were anticipating 


the worst. 


Some are inclined to see the same fear complex that’s gripped the 
film industry spreading over into the business end vf radio as part 
of the current economic outlook. But approached from a strict dollars- 


and-cents evaluation of actual conditions, 


curbs are unjustified. 


it’s felt that the drastic 








Era of Short Term 
Favors Spot 


With the big three of radio, Proc-? 


ter & Gamble, Lever Bros. and Gen- | 
eral Foods, showing anything but 
signs of levelling off on advertising, 
the outlook for spot broadcasting 
the first half of this year, according 
to authoritative agency estimates, is 
a condition which might even exceed 
that of the like period of 1947. With 
no daytime periods available on 
NBC, CBS and ABC and local mer- 
chants buying radio in record quan- 
tity, the major national advertisers 
who want te concentrate on house- 
wife appeal may soon find them- 
selves hard put to launch major spot 
campaigns. 

Another factor that favors spot biz 
is that the industry in general is still 
not inclined to make long range 
commitments. Spot is synonymous 
with short term involvements and 
that’s the way these agencies figure 
it will remain until business gets a 
clearer picture on taxes, wage boosts 
to organized labor and the Marshall 
Plan. 

The disinclination of business to 
make long term decisions, incident- 
ally, is attributed by some agency 
men to the maintenance of network’s 
present program level. Long term 
thinking entails research, study and 
experimental programing, but as 
things now stand it’s only the tested 
and tried that the advertiser is dis- 
posed to consider. The advertiser 
knows that it takes a long time to 
measure effectiveness and hence his 
continued preference to buy some- 
thing that’s had a rating rather than 
strike out with something new. 


In network quarters there’s quite 
a stir of optimism on the matter of 
nighttime activity on the part of 
the heavier industries, such as auto- 
mobiles, refrigeratc-s, ete. Their 
Detroit offices report that produc- 
tion seems to be catching up with 
demand and the automotives, espe- 
cially, have indicated to their agen- 
cies that they're ready to listen to 
camp2ign recommendations which 
ineludes network radio. 


Ford Theatre 
Drops Matinee 


“Ford Theatre,” the 60-minute dra- 
matic series currently heard in the 
5 to 6 Sunday afternoon bracket on 
NBC, will definitely stay on the air | 
upon expiration.of the second 15- 


week cycle. but will be moved out 
of the Sabbath matinee time. 


Ford has definitely decided it 
doesn’t want to continue with a 
matinee show after the present cycle | 
ends, and has asked Kenyon & Eck- 
hardt, agency on the account to shop 
around the various networks for the 
best available nighttime segment. 
ABC and CBS are pitching hard, | 
Since NBC hasn't a 60-minute after- | 
dark stretch to spare. K & E has} 
until the end of February to make | 
up its m:nd where it wants to move 

} 
| 








the dramatic airer. i 
Show has been a disappointment 
Tating-wise in the Sabbath after- | 
neon period, most recent Hooper | 
siving it 9 5.1. It’s a $14,000 a week ) 
package. : t 


lnvolvements 


Biz Outlook in ‘48 





Burrows Exits Davis Show 


Abe Burrows has checked off the 
Joan Davis co-op comedy show on 
CBS, for which he was supervising 
the writing. Now that he’s spon- 
sored by Listerine, Burrows wants 
to concentrate on his one-man show, 
for which he writes a couple new 
tumes weekly, as well as scripting 
the program, 

Artie Stander and Lionel Marks 
continue as Miss Davis’ writers. 


Videos Advent 
Poses Dilemma 
For Station Reps 


Latest problem that appears to be 
disturbing station representatives is 
television. Even though the older 
contingent in the field is enjoying a 
record prosperity, the reps with the 
choicer station lists are beginning 
to project their business prospects 
five years hence and trying to de- 
cide on what strategy to adopt so 
that they won’t be out in the cold 
when video starts hitting its real 
commercial stride. 

For the toprung reps the advent 
of video poses quite a dilemma. This 
element recognizes that while it is 
now sitting pretty the rise of tele 


(Continued on page 32) 
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EDVTORS: POLL 
ULLo OUAPRIot 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


It’s Bing Crosby in the No. 1 spot, 

with Amos ‘n’ Andy as runner up | 
and Fibber & Molly as No. 3. 

That’s how the cream of America’s 
radio editors, critics and reviewers 
size up the coast-to-coast air shows, 
on the basis of listening during the 
second week in January. 

Starting this week, Variety, in 
cooperation with Dick Mansfield, 
freelance researcher, inaugurates, on 
a continuing basis, a poll of the na- 
tion’s top radio editors. These edi- 
tors are being polled weekly in an 
attempt to evaluate programs on a 
qualitative level. 

While it’s recognized that the 
Hoopers and the Nielsons serve their 


Watch Them Climb 


In evaluating the top coast-to- 
coast shows, radio editors 
throughout the country list five 
programs for “Recommended 
Listening” as potential candi- 
dates for top-bracketed favor, 
although none of them has as yet 
achieved Top 15 distinction. 

Those listed as most likely to 
climb are ABC's “Candid Micro- 
phone” sustainer; Ozzie & Har- 
riet on CBS; Fred Waring on 
NBC; Percy Faith's Coca-Cola 
show on CBS, and the “Studio 
One” hour dramatic sustainer on 
CBS. 











useful purpose to the advertiser, the 
agency, the network and the sta- 
tion, it’s also felt that a Quality 
Rating Service based on the choice 
of the nation’s radio editors and 
critics can better reflect the genu- 
ine quality of programs. 

The criticism has often been heard 
that the polls and ratings represent- 
ing a composite of the non-profes- 
sional masses, too frequently tend 
toward perpetuating and glorifying 
mediocrity on the air. Thus it’s felt 
that a qualitative rating system, 
with the professionals who write 
radio participating, can be instru- 
mental in raising the general stand- 
ards of programming on the net- 
works and make it possible (via the 
solicited write-ins), for other shows 
not generally bracketed in the 
Hooper and Nielsen -Top 15 and 20, 
to be brought to the attention of the 
listener. 

Obviously it isn’t possible for all 
the radio editors polled (65 of the 








(Continued on page 32) 


NBC Mulls New Approach to Dog Days, 
Selling Programs on Co-op Basis 





A Viper Nourished 


Columbia Pictures’ forthcom- 
ing Red Skelton film, “Fuller 
Brush Man,” may wind up caus- 
ing plenty of embarrassment to 
the Russel Seeds agency and its 
Raleigh cigaret client. which 
sponsors Skelton on NBC. 

Film has a sequence in which 
a gal proffers a cigaret to Skel- 
ton, comedian responding with 
a “never touch the stuff’ line. 





+ NBC is mulling an entirely new 
approach to the summer sales-pro- 
gramming formula. If it works out 
according to plans currently being 
blueprinted, it will not only put 
summer replacement programming 
on a paying basis, but would be the 


biggest impetus yet given to co-op 
programming. 
Come the hot weather months 


and the networks are saddled with 
the responsibility of filling in the 
dozen or so nighttime half-hour 
gaps with sustaining fare while spon- 





Erickson to Head 
K&E Radio; Lewis 


In New Exec Post 


In a realignment of the Kenyon & 


Eckhardt 
agency’s 


radio dept. cued to 


become the account supervisor 


as a general executive. 


Stepping into Lewis’ spot 


be Leonard Erickson, 


over from B B D & O agency. As 
former general 


(Continued on page 32) 


Gene Autry’s 507; Buy 
Into KOWL Gives Him 





Interest in 4 Stations 


Hollywood, Jan. 29. 


Fourth buy into a radio station 
property has been made by Gene 
Autry who, with FCC permission, 
has acquired a 50% interest in 
KOWL, fairly new Santa Monica 5.,- 
000-watter. 

Autry exercised an option to buy 
the interest in lieu of the return of 
an $80,000 loan previously made to 
the former sole owner, Art Croghan, 
one time Detroit station operator. 
On the deal, Clay Osborne remains 
on as g.m., with Croghan still ac- 
tively operating, while Autry takes 
no hand in actual affairs. 

Star’s others are KOOL, KPHD 
and KOPO, all in Arizona. 


as 
veepee in charge of K & E radio will 
who moves 


sales manager for 


sors take a summer hiatus of any- 
where from eight to 13 weeks. 





NBC now reasons, why not utilize 
these dozen time segments to co-op 
the summer fill-in shows? While the 
bankrollers relinquishing the time 
|during the July-Aug.-Sept. stretch 
| still continue paying 28% of the 
|regular time charg» to the network 
in order to establish their franchises 
for the following season, this partial 
reimbursement hardly begins to 


compensate the web for the coin 
that has to be sunk into the fill-the- 





the | gap replacement shows. 
wrap-up of the Lincoln- | 
Mercury account, Bill Lewis moves | 
out as veepee in charge of radio to | the 
on | 
all the Ford business and gets rated | 


Thus by selling the programs on a 
co-op basis, it’s figured it will take 
network off the hook and give 

NBC, at least during the summer 
months, a dominant position in the 
co-op programming field. 

NBC is holding off thus far on a 
decision for two reasons. First, 
there’s the question of what James 
C. Petrillo intends doing about per- 
mitting live musicians to operate on 
co-op shows, since his lifting of the 
ban only extends to Jan. 31, when 
AFM-network contracts expire. Sec- 
ond, the network still has to explore 
local bankroller sentiment to estab- 
lish whether clients are willing to 
invest coin in shows that must even- 
tually fold after an eight-to-13-week 
summer run. 


Them Rehearsals 
Ain't Funny, McGee 


It’s estimated that, on the basis of 
its current six half-hour shows a 
week, the Fred Waring orch-glee 
club ensemble puts in more ree 
hearsal time than any musical ag- 
gregation intact, what with the 
painstaking and intricate Waring 
choral arrangements. 

It’s one of the reasons why John- 
son Wax, sponsor of Fibber McGee 











RADIO EDITORS’ QUALITY RATING 


(WEEK OF JAN. 10-17) 





ing points: Script, Performance, 


or 19—Good, B or 16; Fair, C or 


Bing Crosby ....... 
. Amos 'n' Andy 


Lux Radio Theatre 
Fred Alien ...... 
Godfrey's Talent Scou 
Jack Benny 
Duffy's Tavern 


. 


SNoOU PWN > 


. Fibber and Molly. Ku tee 


As Compiled Exclusively for Variety by Dick Mansfield, 


Freelance Researcher 


(A composite evaluation of programs by the nation’s leading radio editors, rated upon the follow- 
Originality. 
a possible high of 30 points, as follows: Outstanding, AA or 30; A plus: or 25—Excellent, A or 22; B plus 


Production, Advertising, Music, 


13; Poor, D or 10.) 


haven 22.1 9. Edgar Bergen 

. 215 10. Walter Winchell 
RP as . 21.0 11. Eddie Cantor 
a 12. Al Jolson 


veo 20.4 «13. 
19.314. 
15. 


ts. 


Bob Hope . 
Screen Guild 


Rating system allows for 


17.5 
17.4 
17.4 
17.3 
ee 17.1 
ae Saee 
17.0 








RECOMMENDED LISTENING: 
Comma. Winer erpnenei ea. ass scn esa 0005 iS HAL A... cevranncoseees ABC 
Ozie and Harriet........... ... CBS 
Fred Waring.................. ..NBC 
Percy Faith-Coca Cola Show PI st Se Oe) ae CBS 
ees Ss et ec "a CBS 





& Molly on NBC, this year has a 
summer replacement problem on 
its hands. For the past few years - 
it was simply a case of getting War- 
ing’s signature to a 13-week contract, 
a situation that, on the basis of pub- 
lic response, made the sponsor, the 
listener and the Waring crew happy. 
| This year, however, Waring’s back 
'on the nighttime kilocycles with his 
own show for General Electric, in 
the Monday 10:30-11 p.m. slot which, 
lhe figures, coupled with his five- 
times-a-week morning show on 
NBC, gives him more than enough 
j}to deo. He’s reportedly served notice 
that he won't be available for the 
| Fibber fill-in, 

} 


r 
Congh-Minded Weather 
| Inches Ludens To 

| Stay on Calmer Tab 
| Luden’s has changed its mind 
|about sponsorship of the Ned Calmer 
| five-minute news show on Sunday 
jnights (8:55-9) on CBS, figuring that 
| in view of the fuel situation and 
| the wintry blasts, there could be no 
|more propitious time to plug its 
!eough drop product. 

As result the firm, which checked 
out of sponsorship on Jan. 4, re- 
turned last Sunday (18) and will 
give Calmer a commercial ride into 
mid-March. In addition to the $600 
talent cost (Calmer, announcer, etc.), 
Luden’s is paying $5,000 a week for 
the five-minute period at the rate 




















| of one-half of a 15-minute time seg- 
ment. 
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Precedent Setting FCC Decision 
Denies Ohio Publisher 3 Station 
Licenses Due to Papers Conduct 


+2, 





Washington, Jan. 20. 


In a decision which may well make 
radio history, the FCC last week 
boldly refused to license a news- 
paper publisher because it felt he 
could not be trusted to operate a 
radio station “in the public interest.” 
It was the first time in recent his- 
tory the Commission has used an 
applicant’s conduct of his news- 
paper as the sole basis for denying 
him a radio franchise. 

The publisher is S. A. Horvitz, 
owner of the Lorain, O., Journal and 
the Mansfield, O., Journal. Horvitz 
applied for AM-FM permits in 
Mansfield and for a standard broad- 
cast permit in Lorain. In a proposed 
decision, the Commission announced 
it was denying all three requests. 

The FCC edict assumes particular 
importance in view of the Commis- 
sion’s former caution in weighing 
conduct of a newspaper operation in 
handing out radio permits. For ex- 
ample, the Commission carefully re- 
frained from any . pronouncements 
along this line in writing its de- 
cisions to date on the contested 
New York FM cases, and an FCC 
majority opposed consideration of 
testimony by the American Jewish 
Congress on the New York Daily 
News’ editorial content. As a result, 
the FCC decision here appears to be 
a complete about-face. 

Here’s the dossier on Horvitz: 

He publishes the only daily papers 
in both Lorain and Mansfield. Hear- 
ing on his applications brought into 
the open details of a long-standing 
feud with radio station WMAN, the 
only station in Mansfield. Horvitz, 
according to nine public and al- 
legedly disinterested witnesses, 
carried on a campaign against the 
station rivalling the oldtime feuds 
of the Hatfields and the McCoys. 

He refused to carry program logs 
or accept station advertising, and on 
several occasions refused to accept 
advertising from any companies 
which also bought time on the sta- 

(Continued on page 32) 


Directors, Webs 
Reach Accord 


It’s virtually all over but the sign- 
ing in the tug-o-war between the 
networks and the New York local of 
the Radio Directors Guild (AFL) to 
arrive at a new pact covering staff 
ue-throwers. After the protracted 
uddles to arrive at a compromise 
Jon wage minimums, the going went 
easier, with the webs granting most 
of the RDG demands. The negotia- 
tors met yesterday (Tues.) to mop 
up final details. Membership of the 
local will meet tonight (Wed.) to 
ratify the conditions of the new 
contracts. 

Still to be worked out—but with 
little difficulty expected—are local 
pacts covering staffers with WOR, 
WNBC, WCBS and CBS television. 

Following agreement on. boosting 
eof associate directors’ pay from $70 
to $95 weekly, and directors’ mini- 
mums from $100 to $130, the webs 
agreed to the following additional 
conditions: 

1. That anyone who directs pro- 
gcams shail come under the RDG 
contract. (Previously, only those 
employed “primarily” to direct were 





* covered.) 


2. That associate directors shall 
not be permitted to direct shows. 
Nothing, however, shall prevent a 


(Continued on page 32) 


CBS MULLING SWITCH 
ON ACES COMEDY SHOW 


The half-hour Jane-Goodman Ace 
comedy show was cut Saturday 
night (17) in New York and CBS is 
mulling a switch in its Saturday 
night programming setup to slot it 
in the 7-7:30 p.m. period. Original 
plan was to co-op “It Pays to Be 
Ignorant” in that time segment, but 
latter may now go 10:30-11 p.m. 

If the revised setup sticks, it 
would be: Jane-Goody Ace, Abe 
Burrows and Hoagy Carmichael, in 
that order, occupying the 7 to 8 
stretch. CBS execs, incidentally, 
were quite excited over the Ace 
audition platter.’ 





Church Council Offers 
Client Rebate on Sermons 


National Council of Protestant 
Episcopalian Churches has so far 
made good headway in lining up sta- 
tions throughout the country to car- 
ry a transcribed sermon by the 
Right Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, 
presiding bishop of the churches, at 
the same time across the country 
Sunday, Feb. 29. Purpose of the 
broadeast is to usher in a drive to 
collect $15,000,000 for the reconstruc- 
tion of European churches as an an- 
tidote to the spread of communism. 


The council, through the H. B. 
Humphrey agency, has submitted the 
program on a free or pay basis, de- 
pending on the choice of the sta- 
tion, and has even offered to re- 
munerate a station’s regular Sunday 
morning client for any talent loss 
entailed in a cancellation. The 
roadcast would be made part of the 
services of the churches that day by 
mounting loudspeakers on the altar 
—an innovation—and playing the 
talk to the congregation. 


Gaines ‘Plan Sets 
WTAM Overhaul 


In the first major o-&-o station 
revamp since Jim Gaines took over 
that phase of operation for NBC, the 
network is overhauling the manage- 
ment of its Cleveland station, 
WTAM, with Vernon Pribble being 
replaced as manager by John Mc- 
Cormick, account exec in the web’s 
Chicago sales department. Pribble 
had been manager of the station for 
13 years. 


It’s known that NBC has been un- 
happy for some time over the fact 
that WGAR, the CBS rival station, 
has taken the play away from 
WTAM by projecting itself as a 
vital community cog, by its public 
service programming and otherwise 








integrating itself into the civic pat- 
tern. On the other hand, the web 
has felt that WTAM has remained 
static over too many years, being 
content to ride along day and night 
with network shows. 


It’s the first of a series of “screen- 
ings” of o & o stations which during 
the coming year will take Gaines 
more and more into the field, al- 
though he’s continuing as manager 
of WNBC in New York. 

McCormick, once head of the Re- 
publican National Committee radio 
dept., takes over on Feb. 1. He has 
had 15 years of radio experience, 
gaining most of it at WGBS, WKRC 
and WCCO, Minneapolis. 


Mennen Shaving Comedy 
(Lew Parker) in Order 
To Put Stress on Plugs 


Mennen has cancelled its five-min- 
ute recorded comedy show with Lew 
Parker and will replace this series 
with local 15-minute program, also 
in the early am. The switch is be- 
ing made so there will be more el- 
bow room for the commercials. Af- 
ter going along with the comedy 
idea the aceount found that a five- 
minute program didn’t allow enough 
time to say what it wants to about 
the product. 

Reason for not expanding the 
comedy show to 15 minutes is that 
the cost of material would make it 
teo expensive. Before Parker came 


into the picture a year ago the disks 
were cut by Tom Howard and 
George Shelton. 





dled by the Duane Jones Agency, 
was nudged toward expansion by the 
supplementary thought that the 
broadcasting industry might some 
day be induced to adopt a trade 
practices code after all and that sf 
that were to happen its blurb quo- 
tient on a_ five-minute program 
would be reduced to the point where 
the half awake listener might not 





even catch the name of ‘the sponsor. 


The Mennen account, which is han- * 





KLZ Writer- Rnibeibeie 


CLAYTON nel 


The Sunday a.m. “Funny Paper” 
show which he scripts packs the 
KLZ studio with kids and grownups 
every week. He is producer for such 
KLZ shows as “Colorado Speaks,” 
“Penthouse Serenade,” and “Joe 
Alpert’s Barn Dance.” 

KLZ, DENVER. 


Lots of Axings In 
Drastic Reshuffle 
Of WOR Programs 








WOR, is axing its morning 
“Record Miner” and Bob Reed’s 
afternoon “Your Time” stint in a 


wholesale reshuffle of daytime pro- 
gramming next month which also 
will see the format of Barbara 
Welles’ show “glamorized” and John 
Gambling’s “Rambling” possibly 
shelved. Two other strips, “The 
Listener Reports” and Victor H. 
Lindlahr’s stanza, may also do fades. 
It’s all part of a new daytime deal 
calculated to hypo the key Mutual 
station’s ratings. 

A new disk jockey stanza is in the 
works as a result of WOR’s clear- 
ance of a 15-minute Monday- 
Wednesday-Friday segment of Mar- 
tin Block’s Mutual platter show. 
Quarter-hour period at 2:45 p.m., 
following Block, has been sold to 
BC Headache Powder and will fea- 
ture a local wax twirler, who also 
will fill out the 2:30-3 time Tues- 
days and Thursdays. Possible that 
Jack Lescoulie, WOR’s nightowl 
gabber, will be elected for the chore. 

“Record Riddles” is going out the 
window in favor of John Nesbit’s 
new MBS co-op at 9:15 am. “Lis- 
tener Reports” and Lindlahr may get 
the gate in favor of a “Nickel a 
Name” quiz emceed by Phil Tonken, 
at 1:30 p.m. Barbara Welles’ half- 
hour at 3 will be taken over by 
Johnny Olsen’s “Movie Matinee” 
from the stage of the Palace the- 
atre. Jack Barry’s “Daily Dilem- 
mas” will be trimmed to 15 minutes 
at 3:45, but may return to its half- 
hour format in March if Pharmaco 
fails to renew Mutual’s “Song of the 
Stranger.” 

Barbara Welles is set for the 
4-4:30 segment, but her new show, 
which will be “based on glamor” 
and entirely unlike her present stint, 
is as yet untitled and unformatted. 

“Ladies Man” gets the 4:30-5 slot, 
replacing Gambling. Status of the 
latter’s “Rambling” half-hour is in 


doubt. He’ll continue, of course, his 
locally top-rated ayem musical 
clock. 


The new sked goes into effect 
Feb. 2. 


CBS Pacts Paul Muni For 
Controversial Dreyfus 
Drama on ‘There’ Series 


“CBS Is There,” in which the net- 
work reenacts top events in world 
history via the on-the-spot coverage 
technique, is going to tackle the 
Dreyfus case. It'll go on some time 
in February, with no exact date set 
as yet. 

Paul Muni, ihe played the title 
role in the Warners “Zola” pic some 
years back, in which the Dreyfus 
case figured prominently, will also 
appear in the CBS dramatization. 
However, Muni in this instance will 
portray the meaty role of the coun- 
sel for the defense. 


Alun Williams Back to WMCA 


Alun Williams rejoins WMCA’s 
(N. Y.) staff as chief announcer Jan. 
25 following a two-year hitch with 
E-YW in Philadelphia as assistant 
educational director. 

He replaces Joe O’Brien who re- 
tains his announcing chores on the 
indie. ‘ 
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than a year ago. 


and before long. 


time only, 10kw nights). 


the web 11 50kw outlets. 


Bird sEye View of 4-Web Facilities 


ABC, addjng 46 new affiliates and three more 50kw outlets, “just 

about reached its goal in the expansion into new markets” during 1947, 

» Mute@al meanwhile merrily went on annexing affiliates, a total of 96 

during the 12 months, CBS and NBC, already plush with coverage 
power, added a mere 12 and nine, respectively. 

These additions brought the webs’ totals to: 479 for Mutual, 265 for 

ABC, 174 for CBS and 169 for NBC—a grand total of 1,087, 163 more 


Mutual’s engineers figure that power increases and stations added 
during 1947 give the web 39% more wattage than ft had a year ago. 
Net currently has 19 dual affiliates, 
stop is anybody’s guess, but it’s a cinch at least to pass the 500 mark, 


Where the annexing of outlets will 


ABC’s number of affiliates probably will stabilize at about the 265 
mark, program relations veepee John Norton believes. 
on, ABC’s energies and time will be concentrated on improvement of 
its-position in. presern@ market areas,” h- 

Trio of ABC affiliates which went up to 50kw during '47 were KGO, 
San Francisco; WLAW, Lawrence, Mass., 


“From here 
said. 


and KCMO, Kansas City (day- 


Norton pointed out that 50kw installations are under way at KEX, 
Portland, Ore.; KF BK, Sacramento, 


and KGA, Spokane. This will give 





reset 


a 








‘Teentimers Club’ In 
Revival Via Mutual 


“Teentimers Club,” which faded 
out of NBC’s Saturday morning ju- 
venile show sequence last summer, 
is due for a revival on Mutual, with 


vocal role. Stanza starred Gordon 
MacRae at the time it went off NBC. 
Sponsor of the show is Teen- 
timers, Inc., New York manufacturer 
of clothes for young ,people. Agency 
is Buchanan. Time and starting date 
are yet to be set. 


NBC Study Prelude 
ToMoppet Revamp 


NBC has had an outside research 
outfit, headed by Eugene Gilbert, of 
Chicago, quietly making a compre- 
hensive survey of the juvenile pro- 
gramming field. The project, which 
web. execs are reluctant to discuss 
at this point, presumably presages 
a major revamping of the net’s 
moppet shows or possibly expansion 
of current offerings, which are 
mainly to be found in the Saturday 
morning schedule. 

Gilbert, who has now concluded 
his survey, was in New York last 
week to easel his findings for NBC 
program toppers. It’s said, however, 
that the story won’t be unwrapped 
for trade inspection for a month or 
so, 


Henry Morgan Slugs It 
Out With Joey Adams 
On Barry Gray’s Air Show 


Miami Beach, Jan. 20. 

Sequel to the Henry Morgan-Mil- 
ton Berle set-to was staged here last 
week—but with Joey Adams in 
Berle’s role. As in the bitter hassle 
that sparked the Radio Directors’ 
Guild Ball in New York in 1946, la 
Morgan again came off second best. 

It all started when Morgan, down 
here on a fishing trip as guest of an 
ad agency exec, dropped in at the 
Copa lounge where Barry Gray, 
whilom N.Y. disk jockey, was doing 
his nightly platter stint, aired by 
WKAT, local Mutual outlet. Gray 
invited Morgan to the mike. 

In short order, the pair were ex- 
changing slurring remarks. 
was no match for Morgan and began 
taking the worst of it. At this point, 
Adams, who recently concluded a 
nitery engagement at the Beach, 
overheard the slugfest from a near- 
by table and stepped up to take up 
the cudgels for Gray. 

Morgan, who had his hands full 
with the fast-cracking Adams, finally 
piped up: “I happen to have a 30- 
minute show on the networks and a 
sponsor. Do you?” 

Adams snapped back with: “You 
look like you stuck your head in a 
pencil sharpener. 

The whole affair, according to ob- 


(Continued on page 32) 


PUCK TO HANDLE D.C. 
CORRESPONDENTS FEED 


The four networks are doing the 
entertainment honors for the forth- 
coming Redio Correspondents Din- 
ner, to be held at the Statler hotel, 
Washington, Sat., Feb. 7. 











Larry Puck, CBS producer, will 
produce this year’s in-person show, 
wth Bob Hope and Jane Froman as 
the top-bracketed personalities lined 
up thus far. 

Number of radio execs from New 





.| York attend the affair annually. 


Johnny Desmond possibly in the star |- 


Gray . 





Scripters Vamp 
2 CBS Airers As 
Basic Backfires 


Now that the Minimum Basic 
Agreement for writers is in force 
on all four major networks, the sit- 
uation covering scripts is shaking 
down into a matter of interpretation, 
administration and enforcement. So 
far, the principal “incidents” en- 
countered by the Radio Writers 
Guild have involved CBS, which 
broadcasts most of the bigger script 
productions. 

A’ series of such incidents has 
arisen over scripts for the CBS pro- 
gram, “Studio One.” For this 60- 
minute stanza, the network former- 
ly paid between $450 and $550 for 
single-broadcast rights. Under the 
MBA, the net is still offering the 
same writers the $450-$550 price. 
However, the contracts it has been 
submitting specify that $325 of the 

(Continued on page 32) 


WNBC Showcase 
For Student Eds 


WNBC, N. Y., which has been ac- 
centing wholesome kid shows dur- 
ing the past year, with a payoff in 
ratings as well as kudos’ from par- 
ents and educators, will unveil still 
another addition to the siation’s juve 
program lineup on Jan. 30. 

Stanza, fitted into the Friday 
-|6:30-45 p.m. slot, will be called 
“Junior Reporter” and feature four 
different high school students each 
week in a session stimulating the 
preparation of a newspaper, with 
the teenagers expressing their views 
on how significant world develop- 
ments of the week should be 
“played.” Ed Herlihy, emcee of 
NBC’s “Honeymoon in New York” 
and WNBC’s Horn & Hardart kid 
show, will sit in as adviser to the 
student “reporters.” 

Setup. worked out by Tony Pro- 
vost, WNBC’s program director, 
calls for the NBC flagship to furnish 
four platters of the show each week 
to the N. Y. Board of Education for 
playback in classroom — current 
events sessions. 

New show fills out a third of the 
five 6:30 p.m. week-night periods 
WNBC hopes to program with 
strictly juve stuff. Two series al- 
ready going, “World Over Play- 
house” Tuesdays and “Story Teller” 
Thursdays, recently won plaudits of 
the United Parents Assn. of New 
York City as the most outstanding 
kid shows aired locally. 


Seeman Bros. Expanding 
ABC News Sponsorship 


Seeman Bros., which bankrolls 
ABC’s “Monday Morning Headlines” 
Sunday nights, has picked up the tab 
on a new Saturday morning news 
and gossip stanza on the same web. 

Fifteen-minute show at 10:30 a.m., 
starting Jan. 31, will feature Adele 
Fletcher, editor of Photoplay mag, 
doing film reviews and editorials; 
Les Tremayne, doing a “feature 
story” in dramatic narrative style, 
and an anonymous gossiper called 
Cal York, telling tidbits mainly out 
of Hollywood and Gotham. 

Agency is William H. Weintraub. 
apenas makes Air-Wick, a deodor- 
ant. 
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WEBS THROW BOOK AT PETRILLO 





Network Nighttime Rating Averages 


ABC is tripping over CBS’ heels. 


NBC is still out front, by a little 


less than formerly, and Mutual is a lagging fourth. 

That’s the story told by comparison of average nighttime commer- 
cial ratings in Hooper’s Chartbook for the fourth quarter of 1947 and 
the corresponding periods of the preceding three years. 

Here’s how the four-web nighttime average rating picture stacks up: 


ABC CBS * MBS NBC 
| ee ee eee eee re on 9.8 4.9 14.5 
Se ssuka + Oe.s vib-was 040,0 ree 10.2 4.4 14.3 
nr ere Pee * 10.4 4.9 13.5 
Ds dinate th metas 660 8 eked 8.8 9.0 45 13.6 


Advance Hooperatings available 


last week for the Jan. 2-8 period 


show the gap is continuing to close between ABC and CBS. Tabula- 


tion by commercial quarter-hour 


periods, 6-11 p.m., showed ABC 


ahead four nights, CBS three. The tally by nights: 


ET 5 one Was, one > haee wane 


IEE 04 666.46 6.0 2:09: 


PSE Sey 
ED iis o cles babs mele ds a 
ET 055 0 +b: + hwbiadin oabeaecs 


Stk ps 55 oneal ees 


ee re 


ABC CBS 

eres, Tr 8.7 8.5 
re oe 6.4 16.5 
yt cree 4.7 10.3 
os dacs Geko "RE 75 
ee ork! 3.6 9.5 
Ht Ee 10.3 10.2 
Torres T . 10.7 6.8 


Summarization gives CBS’ 107 commercial evening quarter-hours all 
av iverage ef 10.3, against ABC’s 65 such periods averaging 8.7. 








N.Y. Talent Agencies Selling Stars To 


Radio Are Cutting Staffs, Service 


Talent agencies handling film stars , 


at the New York end are reported | 
in an “unusually confused” state 
just now. Buyers for advertisers | 
and networks have noted _ these 
omens of change and uncertainty: 
(1) Rapid turnover of individual 
employes, doubling up of contact 
work with consequent deterioration 
of service. Buyers telephone people 
they’ve done business with for 
months only to learn’ they’ve 
vanished from the payroll. 


(2) Economy pressures cut down 


talent agency service in other ways | 
such as refusal or disinclination to | 


use the leng distance telephone to 
Hollywood where a deal has a short 
time deadline. 


(3) More than an ordinary amount 
of agency contradiction on the New 
York end as to who represents whom 
Buyers report many instances of two 
and some of three separate offerings 
of the same star by rival flesh 
peddlers. 


FCC Tangles With 
Ga. State Court 


Washington, Jan. 20. 
The F€C. prepared to do battle 
last week to defend its right to order 
cancellation gf any contracts which 
might prevent a licensee from oper- 





ating his radio station “in the public 


interest.’ In a brief filed as “friend 
of the court” with the Supreme 
Court of Georgia, the Commission 
protested a lower court’s decision 
which claimed FCC had no right to | 
set aside a contract between WGST, | 
Inc. and the Southern Broadcasting 


(Continued on page 30) 


COY, STERLING UP 
FOR CONFIRMATION 


Washington, Jan. 20. 

FCC's acting chairman Wayne 
Coy and new Commissioner George 
Sterling appeared before the tull 
Senate Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee here today (20) for question- 
ing in connection with their recom- | 
mended confirmation by the Senate. 

Committee failed through lack of 
quorum to vote out recommendation 
and will have to meet later to do so. 


ABC Grooms Betty Betz 


Betty Betz, author of books for 
teen-agers such as “Manners Are 
Fun,” is being groomed as emcee 
of a variety show which ABC may 
Slot in a Saturday morning period as 
a buildup for nighttime airing. 

_ Stanza, titled “Betty Betz Bets,” 
is being scripted and produced by 
Madge Tucker, who writes, pro- 








duces and stars in ABC’s “Coast to | 


Coast on a Bus.” George Weist is 
directing. Show is a joint ABC- | 
MCA package. 





/WNBC’s 1356 Shell Oil Biz 


It’s a hefty $135,000 billing 
WNBC, N. Y., chalked up last week 
in pacting Shell Oil to bankroll a 
seven-nights-weekly 11 o’clock news 
strip starting Feb. 1. Sale, via J. 
Walter Thompson agency, is the NBC 
flagship’s first major piece of 1948 


WON'T PRESSURE 
A AFFILIATES 


Washington, Jan. 

| The networks and James uae 
Petrillo are still far apart on at least 
two of the music czar’s demands for 
ja 1948 contract, the House Labor 
| Committee was told yesterday 
e-menele Network spokesmen de- 
clared they had no intention of ac- 
| ceding to Petrillo’s request that they 
} pressure their affiliates into rehiring 
| 136 AFM members laid off since pas- 
|}sage of the Lea and Taft-Hartley 
acts. And two of the webmen ex- 
pressed stubborn opposition to the 
demand that they use only AFM 
cardholders as platter spinners on 
network o and o stations. 

| Petrillo is also requesting a “gen- 
eral wage increase” and hiring of | 
more studio musicians in New York, 
Chicago and Los Angeles. The wage | 
demands, however, are believed sec- 
ondary to his desire to spread the | 
work around among more musicians 


| 
| Won’t Pressure Affiliates 
} 


NBC veepee Frank Mullen and 
ABC president Mark Woods told the 


Tuneday's . Clambake 


Washington, Jan. 2 

After huddling for four oes 
today (Tues.), network execs 
and James C. Petrillo reported 
nothing was crystallized. FM 
reps sat in on the whole session, 
about three hours of which was 
devoted to discussion of FM, 
one hour to tele, web officials 
said. 























business 
Kenneth Banghart will handle the | 





news chore six nights a week, with | 
a gabber yet to be chosen for Sat- | 
urday nights. 





‘WNEW Learns 
About Disks— 


“Mystery at 8.” N. Y. indie station 
WNEW’s experiment at cross-the- 
board whodunit programming, is go- 
ing off the-air Feb. 2 after eight 
months, last four of which were 
under Bruno-New York sponsorship. 
Experiment has been revelatory of 
several things—not the least being 
lone station’s fanciful experiences 
with transcription companies. 

Station ran five different who- 
|dunit series a week, im order to 





hypo listening at the 8 p.m. hour and | yu 
would not be difficulty in pacting | 


dip into network audiences. Project 
worked, with listening , jumping 
108% and staying there. WNEW is 
| going back to news and music at | 
| that hour, it says, but feels its ex- 
| periment has been a success and that 
‘it can hold the added audience. 
WNEW, however, discovered sev- 
eral points. There aren't enough 
good whodunits to sustain five a 
week over a long period, and those 
that were very good wanted $500 to 
$1,000 for a half-hour program, 
which put them out of reach. Sta- 
tion had to go out of town for many 
lof its programs (all of which were 
| transcribed, of course) and ran into 
several difficulties over a length of 
(Continued on page 30) 


GUARD PICKS UP TAB 
FOR NBC’S GARROWAY 


Chicago, Jan. 20. 

“Dave Garroway Show,” NBC 
;Sunday sustainer 10:30-11  p.m., 
ibears the National Guard banner 
beginning Feb. 15, with the net pro- 
viding free facilities and the Guard 
paying package costs of $3,500-$3,- 
| 800. Show has 35-piece orch batoned 
by Joe Gallicchio, vocalists Jack 
| Haskell and Vivian Martin, Art Van 
;Damme Quintet, and Garroway as 
‘emcee. Latter is one-of Chi’s most 
polysyl.abic disk jocks. 

Musical currently is heard on 70 
stations, but Guard is asking full 
net. Fifty-two-week deal was , set 
| through ‘Gardner Adv., St. Louis. 











The Hard Way. 


Negotiations will be iesumed 
in N. Y. next Monday (26) at 
2 p.m. 








committee they would see a strike 
Jan. 31 rather than require their 
affiliates to hire more musicians. 
Mullen safd such an action would 
“constitute an illegal secondary boy- 
cott’” and “be abhorent both: to the 
stations and ourselves.” The AFM 


dropped 136 musicians whose aggre- 


books. 

| Mullen told the committee NBC or 
any other network could not hire 
AFM’ers exclusively as _ platter- 
turners unless AFM were certified 
as collective bargaining agent in an 
NLRB election. NBC holds con- 
tracts with the National Assn. of | 
Broadcast Engineers and Technicians | 


cago, where AFM members control | 
the pancake-turning jobs. 

The net offcials refused to reveal | 
status of their negotiations on dupli- 
cation of AM-FM shows but repeated 
Petrillo’s assurances that there 





agreements to put musicians on FM | 
and television networks. Joseph 
| Ream, CBS exec-veepee, did tell the 
committee “Petrillo has not yet ad- | 
vanced any concrete proposals as to 
| the basis on which he would agree 
to simultaneous AM-FM broadcast- 
ing.” And, speaking for the group, 
(Continued on page 32) 


CBS, Shuffling Shows, 
Convinced There’s A 
Ford in Its Future 


CBS has effected a switch of the 
DeSota - Plymouth “Christopher 
Wells” show from Sunday at 10 p.m. 








en as a determined bid on the 


mart of the web to romance the. 


hour-long “Ford Theatre” over from 
|NBC. Ford is checking out of the 
'Sabbath matinee slot on NBC and 
' wants a nighttime segment. 


| Moveover of “Wells” and the up- | 


coming cancellation of the Texaco 
Sunday night half-hour from 9:30- 
110 paves the way for the 60-minute 
bid to Ford. 

| With “Wells” moving into Tuesday 
9:30, it means the “Studio One” hour 
| Sustainer shoves back to the 10-11 
p.m. period. “Open Hearing” (heard 
Tuesdays 10:30) goes to 10:30 Wed- 
nesday. “Escape,” cancelled’ on 
| Wednesday, moves into Sunday at! 
10 as a filler pending a possible 
Ford deal. 


claims 20. affiliated stations have | 


gate salaries totaled $277,413 since | 
the new labor law went on the} 


at all origination points except Chi- | 


be Tuesday at 9:30, with the move | 
' Jack Cluett, 





IB’casters Unhappy Over Petrillo 
Hearing, Fear It'll Backfire on Them 


* Washington, Jan. 20. 
Just what purpose, if any, is to be 
served by the House Labor Com- 
mittee’s resumed hearings into the 
being so tough that even the activities of the American Federa- 
network producers are now pro- tion of Musicians is the $64 question 
ducing apparently goes double _ | here 





Roamin’ Roland 
The old wheeze about things 





at CBS. where, for. example, | For the broadcasters who took the 
Will Roland is now handling stand last week blasted the AFM 
three five-a-week shows. These chief roundly in their prepared 
include the Robert Q. Lewis’ | Statements, but made no bones about 
stanza, the Arthur Godfrey | the fact they aren't looking to legis- 


jlation as a cure-all for their battles 
| with Petrillo. What's more, on the 
| witness stand they were discreetly 
| silent on the point, but their off-the- 
on the Godfrey show, skipped a lrecord statements left no doubt the 
session due to illness. Roland | industry reps believe the legislation 
found himself also wielding a |the House Committee appears ready 
band baton. jand eager to recommend has just 
s%one chance in a thousand of passing 
the Congress in this election yea: 


| And the network and FM broad- 
ac nny ife casters, in any event, made it clear 


they can’t wait for legislation te 
solve their Petrillo problems 


There was no doubt Committee 
or ries Chairman Fred Hartley (R., N. J.) 


stood ready to recommend amend- 


morning show and the Radie 
Harris program. 

Final rub came last week 
when Archie Bleyer, orch leader 














ment of the anti-trust laws to break 
_ monopolies and/or inclusion 

irs | D s Tesapest more specific language in the 
Taft-Hartley Law to outlaw coercion 

lof union members or employers. 
| But the radio men, almost to a man, 
appeared pessimistic about possie 
| aay of any law effectively break- 
ing Petrillo’s hold on the musicians. 
Their gloom was noticeably heighte 

(Continued on page 32) 


“The Life of Jack Benny,” a 15- 
minute comedy passage recorded in 
early 1945, has become the center of 
a bitter argumentative tempest in- 
volving a threatened lawsuit. Mixed | 
jup in the wrangle are Foote, Cone 
& Belding, as agency for the Lucky 
Strike account; the Music Corp. of 


America, as agent for Benny, and 9 

the Kermit-Raymond Corp., which 

produced the transcription in ques- ny ee . 

tion as part of its open-end “Holly- 3 7 
Network Billings 


wood Open House” series. As the 
situation stood yesterday (Tues.) 
Dancer - Fitzgerald - Sample again 
| topped the list of ad agencies in total 


K-R had the choice, according to a 
notice from MCA counsel, of wWith- | 
| drawing the Benny disk from Sale or | 
network billings during 1947, place 
ing more than $21,000,000 in busi- 
ness. This more than doubled the 


face injunction proceedings. 
The battle over the self-recorded 

| figure of the next in line, J. Walter 

| Thompson. 














| biog broke last Thursday afternoon 

(15) when Emerson Foote, FCB 

prexy, heard that the thing was 

scheduled to be aired over WNBC, 

N. Y., that same evening for Schaefer It was the 14th time that D-F-S 
beer, which whas been sponsoring | (formerly Blackett - Sample - Hum- 
“Open House” locally for several mert) led the annual network billing 
weeks. Foote called on the station |derby. The agency also placed more 
to reject the Benny recording, but | than $14,000,000 advertising in other 
out of a meeting which lasted up tO | media, including spot radio, telee 
several minutes before broadcast | \jcion newspapers, magazines, oute 
time (7:30) came a decision by door, ‘ete, : ‘ 

| NBC's chief counsel, Charles V./ Figures for network radio for the 
(Continued on page 30) leading ‘agencies during 1947 were: 








TD erty eee e ree s $21,155,292 

| RADIO-TELE CRITICS’ Thompson. .....:..... 10,707,632 
| oe nena ending ae 

ento1 owles..... 121, 

CIRCLE FORMED IN N.Y. Suse Panay aK 8,013,823 
Paul Denis, of the N. Y. Post, has} Young & Rubicam.... 7,951,155 
been elected chairman of the newly-| 3B,B,D & O......... 6,734,620 
'formed Radio-Television Critics’ Cir- Biow .... 5,826,277 


| 























cle of New York. Group has been Kenyon & Eckhardt... ae 
| established to encourage more seri- Ward Wheemee-: 5,071,000 
ous consideration, criticism and Totals are based on figures re- 
;evaluation of- both radio and tele-|leased by four major networks. 
| vision and will present each May an- 
nual award to chosen programs and 
prowdeasters ‘MELODY’ LINGERS NO 
Other officers of the Circle are | 
Saul Carson, of the New Republic, | ON 0 H COAST 
vice chairman; Jean . Sulzberger, L GER N T E 
Time, secretary, and Jerry Franken,| “American Melody Hour,” the 
of Billboard, treasurer. Bayer Aspirin Wednesday night CBS 
Committee on Awards includes | show, has been cancelled oft the 
Gene Cook. Life; John T. McManus. | web’s Pacific Coast stations and is 
PM: George Rosen, Variety, and|now being heard on a 136-station 
Jerry Franken, The Billboard. hookup instead of the previous 147. 
Charter members of the Circle in- Client was unhappy about the 
clude: Gene Cook, Life; Joanne |show’s Coast rating and figured it 
Melnicker, Look: Jean Sulzberger. | was one way to. start trimming 
Time; Betty Forsling, Newsweek; | costs. Program had been taken off 
Women’s Day: John | the line for a delayed Coast pickup 
Garrison, Radio Best; Saul Carson, | at 9 p.m. (Pacific Time.) 
New Republic: Ben Gross, Daily | 
News: John T. McManus, PM; Har- | aig 
riet Van Horne, World-Telegram; CBS Giving Up Ghost On 
Paul Denis, Post; Jerry Franken, The 
Billboard, and George Rosen, § & Ma Sho 
roseoeme weeney rch Show 
— After a year and a half of trying 
to land Sweeney & March in the 
Pitch ‘Gasoline Alley’ As commercial columns, CBS is giving 
° up, with result that the comedy duo 
} Autolite Summer Sub. checks off the web after next week’s 
Ruthrauff & Ryan has taken a 10- | (28) broadcast. 
day option on “Gasoline Alley” with | S & M held down the Wednesday 
the view of pitching it to Autolite | night 9:30 segmeut and as a replace- 
‘as a summer replacement for the | ment CBS is again dusting off the 
Dick Haymes show. on-again-off-again “Romance” show, 
\ “Alley” had been under ,constryc- | which goes in Feb. 4. Al Ward will 
tion by CBS as a sustainer. direct. 


es a 




















Sa ee 


ptoeraen ae “eR st Ten it Se 


| 
i 
tM 
it 
' 





$ 

4 
: 
: 

2 
% 
‘ 





eat iniciett alin ia 
Oe gg Abeta ie wbanek: “3 


Sar 


x 
‘ 





VARIETY 





Wednesday, January 21, 19438 





RWG After Minimums on Com’ Shows; 
Sponsors May Sit in on Feb. 3 Parley 





With its Minimum Basic Agree-+¢ 


ment with the networks now in op- 
eration, the Radio Writers Guild has 
started moves toward working out a 
similar deal for commercial shows. 
The Guild negotiating committee 
has held one meeting with repre- 
sentatives of 18 leading ad agencies 
end program package firms, and a 
second is scheduled for Feb. 3. 

At the initial meeting the agency- 
package spokesmen were given 
copies of the network MBA and 
were told that the RWG wanted a 
commercial deal among more or 
less similar lines, though with 
higher minimum fees. Both ad and 
package execs immediately raised 
ihe question of their authority to 


represent sponsors. They pointed 
out (and it was verified by RWG 
officials) that many sponsors sign 
their own script contracts, and 
would presumably want their own 
representatives on a negotiating 
committee. 


The RWG bargainers thereupon 
gave the commercial group until the 
Feb. 3 date to consult their various 
clients to see which ones want to 
delegate the negotiating to their 


agencies or package men and which |ball games long held by Associated 
to do the dickering |Oil may be broken when the col- 
leges 
this matter should be’ settled and | Both NBC and CBS have been called 
the two groups squared away with |in by. the conference committee to 
submit offers for the games next fall. 
Understood Associated paid the Con- 
ference $100,000 for exclusive broad- 
membership, to “defer any decision, | cast rights to all:games but there has 


ones prefer 
themselves. The Guild figures that 


the Feb. 3 session. 
Meanwhile, RWG leaders re- 
solved, with the endorsement of the 





the Story” and “The March of Time,” 


Coast Colleges 


Lucas Back in Toronto 


Toronto, Jan. 20. 

Rupert Lucas, who left here five 
years ago to join the Young & Rubi- 
cam agency in Hollywood, has re- 
turned to open an independent pro- 
gram package firm. 

While with Y & R he was pro- 
ducer or supervisor at various times 
on “Silver Theatre,” “The Star and 


working on the Coast, in New York 
and Chicago. 


Want More Coin 
For Airing Games 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
Corner on Coast Conference foot- 


hold their meeting in June. 


CONVENTION SEATS 
ALREADY ON THE LINE 


Washington, Jan. 20. 

Applications for seats at the Re- 
publican and Democratic National 
Conventions at Philadelphia in June 
and July must be made by radio 
and television newsmen by Feb. 15, 
Bill Henry, prexy of the Radio Cor- 
respondents Assn., announced here 
yesterday (19). 

Henry is chairman of the com- 
mittee supervising accreditation, 
seating and operation of the radio 
galleries at the conventions. Henry 
said both party committees have 
“given us assurances every effort 
will be made to provide facilities, 
including seats, for all possible legi- 
timate working radio and television 
newsmen and commentators. But it 
will be necessary for applications to 
be filed not later than Feb. 15, so 
that our needs can be presented to 
the arrangements committee of the 
two conventions right after Feb. 15.” 
Applications should be forwarded 
to Radio Corespondents’ Assn., U. S. 
Senate Radio Gallery, U. S. Capitol, 
Washington, D. C. 


Speedup Plan On 
Nielsen's Agenda 


A. C. Nielsen, the Chicago audi- 
meter man, is instituting a new plan 








as to whether we will or will not | been a growing dissatisfaction with | 


certify under the Taft-Hartley Act, | both the payoff and handling of the | 


until May 15.” It’s figured that as | games. 


the T-H legislation is still new and 


Split of the 100G to the 10 colleges 


Jargely untried, it may have much |is considered inadequate and if the 


greater perils for the Guild than 
have yet become apparent: At the 


networks fail to submit ah accept- 
able figure each school may make its 


outset, however, it was noted that |own individual broadcast deal as is 


under T-H certification, supervisory 


done in the east. 


CBS is said to be 


employees would be excluded from | more interested because of available 


MBA benefits (and this would in- 
clude all top-money scripters and 
gag men), and that the elaborate 
supervisory setup necessary to ob- 
tain union-shop status might erase 
all the. gains thus far won by the 
Guild. 


Fer the present, therefore, it was | 


decided tc bypass the question of 
T-H certification in the negotiations 
with the agencies, package firms 
and, probably, sponsors,’ with the 
understanding that this matter 
would be taken up when other is- 
sues have been settled. 


N. Y. TO L. A. SWITCH 
6 b] ? 
FOR ‘GIRLS, ‘PRESS 
Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Two top Mutual shows, “Leave It 
to the Girls” and “Meet the Press,” 
move to the Coast next month with 
the Feb. 13 and 20 airers originating 
here. 

Only one making the trip from 
N. Y. with “Girls” is owner-pro- 
ducer Martha Rountree. Seeking 
names, she may leave it here if suc- 
cessful and can be sold. 

Personne] of “Press” has not yet 
been selected for two Coast broad- 
casts. 


A.T.&T. Sets 28c-a-Mile 








Rates for FM Cables 


Washington, Jan. 20. 

Atlantic Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. today (20) filed tariffs fixing 
rates for use of its 15,000-cycle 
high-fidelity lines by FM networks, 
a move which FM interests have 
been loudly demanding for many 
weeks. AT&T announced the rate 
“for occasional use” would be 28c 
per airline mile per hour, effective 
in one month unless there are pro- 
tests. Company now charges 22c 
for comparable use of its 8,000-cycle 
lines by FM stations. 

For the present, the only high- 
fidelity line available is that be- 
tween. Washington and New York. 
AT&T hasn't said when additional 
lines will be available. 


JACKSON’S DUQUESNE POST 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 20. 

Dale Jackson, continuity chief at 
KDKA, has been appointed instruc- 
tor in radio writing at Duquesne 
University. 

A former concert tenor, English- 
born Jackson entered radio in 1932 
when he was made program direc- 
tor of KVOA in Tucson, and first 
came to Pittsburgh three years later 
to freelance as a radio writer, actor 
and singer. ‘= 





would have to 


Saturday afternoon time. NBC 
sidetrack two or 
three commercials to take the full 
games. Conference has been un- 
happy with Associated’s handling of 
the games, with the top pay of $100 
excluding top sportscaststers. Both 
nets have several big advertisers in- 
terested in sponsoring certain games. 


RWG ASKS MUTUAL-LEE 
TO TALK FREELANCE FEE 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

A letter requesting the opening of 
negotiations for freelance _ script 
writers, similar to those recently 
concluded in contracts with ABC, 
CBS and NBC, was received yester- 
day by Mutual-Don Lee here from 
the Radio Writers Guild. Deal would 
cover regional and local fees based 
on the master national contract 
signed last year. 

Separate negotiations are _ re- 
quired since Mutual-Lee didn’t sign 
the interim agreement® rushed by 
the RWG to beat the Taft-Hartley 
deadline and get a_ guild shop. 
Therefore, Mutual-Lee will not be 
asked now for that but only for the 
rates prevailing with others. They 
are 60% of national rate for re- 
gional commercials and _ sustainers, 
and 40% of national for locals. No 
local sustaining basic is asked. 





of operation designed to cut the de- 
lay in his network listening reports 
approximately in half, thus over- 
coming one of the main industry ob- 
jections to his rating systerr. If it 
works, he'll be practically apace 
with C. E. Hooper’s reports. 

While Nielsen’s Radio Index head- 
quarters has as yet made no official 
announcement of the speedup plan, 
it’s learned on good authority that 
NRI is supplying its audimeter 
homes with self-addressed, postage- 
prepaid mailing containers with in- 
structions for the listeners to remove 
the audimeter tape from their radio 
sets and forward them at regular 
intervals to NRI. 

In the past, NRI reps Mave per- 
sonally called at the 1200-odd audi- 
meter homes to pick up the tape, a 
procedure which made _ Nielsen’s 
rating reports at least a month old 
by the time they reached clients. 
It’s expected that the new system 
will enable NRI to get out its listen- 
ing reports in two weeks, which is 
approximately the delay in Hooper’s 
Pocketpieces. 

How strongly Nielsen can rely on 
his audimeter homes to ‘remember 
to get the tape promptly in the mail, 
of course, remains to be seen. 

The speedup plan is the latest in 
a series of moves unreeled by Niel- 
sen in an obvious offensive to knock 
Hooper from his rating preeminence. 
A few wéeks ago NRI began issuing 
Top 20 program listings, comparable 
to Hooper’s long-established Top 15, 
and followed this up by instituting 
a simplified, lighter weight Nielsen 
“pocketpiece” resembling Hooper’s. 
Both moves were accompanied by 
heavy promotional blasts rapping 

















Hooper’s telephone coincidental sys- 
tem. ‘ 








KMOX’s Unique Collegiate-B’casting 
Experiment (B.Sc. in Radio) Paying Of 





-Smallfry ‘1.Q.’ to Preem 


Chicago, Jan. 20. 
“Dr. I. Q., Jr.,” smallfry version of 
the silver dollar quizzer, tees off on 
40 NBC stations March 6. Show, 


'heard on NBC in 1941, will air Sat- 


urdays at 5-5:30 p.m. Broadcasts will 
originate, from theatres, but not the 
same ones used by the senior show. 

Stanley Vainrib, Dr. I. Q. of the 
nighttime series, will toss questions 
at the tots. Mars, Inc., is the sponsor. 


FWers Get New 
Chance to Air 





Beefs on Feb. 3 


Washington, Jan. 20. 

The FM’ers, whose financial pros- 
pects have been getting gloomier 
in recent months, will get another 
chance next month to air their 
grievances on Capitol ill. The 
House Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee announced last weekend it 
will open hearings Feb. 3 on a 
resolution introduced last session by 
Rep. William Lemke (R., N. Dak.) 
to probe the FCC’s allocation of fre- 
quencies to FM broadcasting. 

At the time it was introduced, the 
Lemke resolution was intended pri- 
marily to air protests of some FM 
spokesmen to FCC’s June, 1945, de- 
cision to shift FM upstairs to the 
88-108 megacycle region. Recent poll 
of the FM Assn. membership indi- 
cated that. bulk of the FM’ers are 
now reconciled to the post-war al- 
location and don’t want any more 
upsets in the spectrum. 

FM men said they will make a 
strong plug, however, for FCC to 
return the 44-50 meg band (now 
assigned to television channel No. 1) 
to FM for use in relaying network 
programs. This, at any rate, is the 
position expected to be taken by 
Maj. Edwin H. Armstrong, FM in- 
ventor, and Everett Dillard, FMA 
prexy, both of whom are skedded to 
testify next month. 

A minority group under strong 
leadership of the Zenith Radio Corp. 
of Chicago, it was reported, is still 
plugging for return of the entire 
pre-war FM spectrum for commer- 
cial FM broadcasting. 


Albers Takes One of Two 
Serials Safeway Drops 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Safeway cancelled out its two 
daytime serials on NBC due to a 
change in advertising policy, of its 
food suppliers. Dropped are “Aunt 
Mary” and_“Dr. Paul,” both pack- 
ages of the Fogel-Crosby outfit. 

Soon after the decision to forego 
the two serials, NBC put out its lines 
and landed Albers Milling as spon- 
sor of “Aunt Mary” and options for 
“Dr. Paul.” 








NIGHTTIME 











Nielsen Radio Index—Top Night & Day Shows 


DAYTIME | 


TOTAL AUDIENCE 


(Week Dec. 7-13) 


TOTAL AUDIENCE* 


Cur. Prev. Cur. Points Cur. Prev. Cur. Points 

Rank Rank Program Rating Change » Rank Rank Program Rating Change 
1 1 Sex. TRONS cd 5 ++ 30.9 —1.6 1 2 Right to Happiness ....11.7 +13 
2 3 Fibber McGee ..... ee 30.3 +1.1 2 1 Back Stage Wife ....... 11.7 +1.0 
3 2 Amos ’n’ Andy .........28.4 —1.9 3 6 When Girl Marries ....10. +0.5 
4 8 Edgar Bergen ...ccccccsatel +3.0 4 &:° Miele Datlas oii e..icux 10.7 +0.4 
5 5 Red Skelton ..... saan ae +0.8 5 14 Pepper Young ......... 10.6 +15 
6 4 Bop Hope .acovices rr | 0.0 6 3 Young Widder Brown ..10.4 0.0 
§ 16. Jack Benny ......¢. ver +4.6 7 7 Our Gal, Sunday .../...10.2 +0.2 
8 em Fv eee i 0: ae +2.1 8 9 Arthur Godfrey ........10.1 +0.6 
a 6 Truth or Conseq........25.6 +0.8 9 11 Lorenzo Jones soseae: 08 +0.5 

10 19 Life of Riley....... ba os ae +3.5 10 8 Portia Faces Life ...... 9.8 +0.2 

1] 11 Fitch Bandwagon ......24.1 +1.5 11 13. My True Story ........ 9.8 +0.6 

12 Ee: Ae TOWN ..cscs bode. <a +0.4 12 10 Big Sister ..... iidvees. 84 0.0 

13 a aw 22.1 +4.7 13 5 Wendy Warren ......... 9.4 —0.9 

14 14 Date with Judy ........ 21.9 0.0 14 NR Jack Armstrong ........ 9.2 +1.9 

15 12 Mr. Dist. Attorney . 21.8 —0.5 15 15 Ma Perkins (CBS)...... 9.1 +01 

16 15 Godfrey's Scouts .......21.7 +0.2 

17 NR This Is Your FBI ......21.6 +4.6 

18 10 Your Hit Parade ....... 21.5 —1.6 

19 j) oe ro ere +2.4 

20 NR Mr. & Mrs, North...... 21.0 +1.1 


NR—Not ranked in top brackets on preceding report. 
* Includes only once-a-week shows, 15-60 Mins. 


St. Louis, Jan. 20. 

The unique experiment in col- 
legiate study of the broadcasting in- 
dustry launched six months ago by 
KMOX, CBS-owned 50kw St. Louis 
outlet, and the University of Wash- 
ington in St. Louis is panning out 
up to highest expectations.  In- 
itiated, organized and conducted by 
the KMOX staff, the project repre- 
sents the first attempt to present an 
integrated course on radio opera- 
tions towards an academic degree of 
Bachelor of Science in Radio. 

Initial semester of the two-year 
course has been’ completed this 
month with an enrollment of 25 
upper-class students. According to 
Soulard Johnson, KMOX assistant 
general manager, the station’s de- 
partment heads have been briefing 
the collegians in the basic operation 
categories of continuity, program- 





ming, production, sales and admin- 
istration. The students will branch 
out in the specialized fields in sub- 
sequent terms. 

For purposes of the pedagogic set- 
up, all the facilities of KMOX have 
been absorbed into the university. 
KMOX general manager has been 








(Copyright 1947. A. C. Nielsen Co.) 
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named head of the radio department 
as a dollar-a-year man while sta- 
| tion staffers have been inducted into 
| the university’s faculty as recognized 
| instructors. The college-station tie- 
|in offers the students a groundwork 
of practical training for better em- 
ployment opportunities. KMOX 
also gives a $400 annual scholarship 
| to the standout student applying for 
the course. 

According to Johnson, the students 

are permitted free run of the station 
while working as assistants in the 
various departments. For the later 
terms, the station is planning to rec- 
ord all productions turned.out by the 
radio class for more accurate criti- 
cism. Johnson stated that all sta- 
tions in the St. Louis area have in- 
| dicated a desire to employ the stu- 
dents after completion of their 
| courses. 
Tiein with the college represents 
| only one phase of the station’s edu- 
}cational activities, regarded as 
among the most widespread in the 
country. KMOX also runs a Teach- 
ers Radio Workshop each summer, 
giving instruction on proper utiliza- 
tion of radio programs within class- 
rooms. Also taught by the KMOX 
staff, this course is recognized by the 
St. Louis board of education for of- 
ficial credit to a graduate degree. 

On lower levels, KMOX is one of 
the few CBS outlets that platters the 
“Columbia School of the Air” series 
for rebroadcast during school hours. 
All publie schools in St. Louis use 
the “School” as part of their stud- 
ies due to the KMOX promotion. At 
the high school level, KMOX also 
sponsors extra-curricular radio 
workshops in which the students 
participate in the production of 
radio shows. 


WOWO NIXES GABBERS’ 
‘CLOSED SHOP’ STANCE 


Fort Wayne, Jan. 20. 

' National Labor Relations Board 
elections were held last week (13) 
at WOWO and WGL. Fort Wayne, to 
determine whether there would be 
union shops for the recently-organ- 
ized radio announcers. Jan. 28 has 
been set as the date for a similar 
vote at WFTW. 

Announcers at all three stations 
have affiliated themselvés with the 
American Federation of Radio 
Artists. 

Howevr, Westinghouse Radio Sta- 
tions, Inc., on the day following the 
election refused to recognize the 
union shop clause in a contract be- 
tween WOWO’ and announcers, 
despite the fact that the station's 
eight announcers voted unanimously 
for it. 

Announcers at WGL also voted for 
the union shop clause in their con- 
tract, and WGL has agreed to in- 
clude the clause. 











‘CAL. CARAVAN’ KUDOSED 


Holiywood, Jan. 26. 

ABC’s regional netted show, “Cali- 
fornia Caravan,’ will be given 
award for being the “most outstand- 
ing documentary program for 1947” 
by the 10th Congressional District of 
the Parent-Teachers Assn. 

Award will be made to Lou 
Holzer, of the Lockwood-Shackle- 
ford agency, producer, in a cere- 
mony at NBC studios (used by ABC ) 
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Tele’s Congressional Shadow 


Washington, Jan. 20. 


Television broadcasters had better go easy on scripts that lampoon 


Congress or they’l] wind up on the 


tifying before the House Un-American Activities, or some other 


gressional committee. 
Case in point was the 
Petrillo hearings 
chairman of the House Labor 
Poppele, prexy of the Television 
ommended that tele set up a centra 
of the 


recommendation thrown out 
last week by Rep. Samuel McConnell, who was acting 
Committee during testimony by 
Broadcasters Assn. 


Johnston office for pix. His 


wrong side of the kleig lights tes- 
Con- 


during the 


Jack 
MeConnell rec- 
1 censorship bureau similar to that 
suggestion drew plenty of alarms 


among radio men present, but Poppele fended it off neatly by informing 


the congressman of tele’s plans for 
programming. 


a “code of ethics’ to govern home 


McConnell’s recommendation followed gripes by several of the solons 


about a play called “Alternating Current,” 


NBC Kraft Television theatre. Pla 
collusion with a private power 
project. The legislator had introd 


aired last Wed. (14) on the 
y portrayed a senator involved in 


company to defeat a public power 


uced a bill supporting the public 


project but had a commitment from one of his fellow ‘senators to kill 


it in committee 


when the 


To top it all off, he had another deal which called for 
a kickback from the priyate utility. 
senator’s daughter fell in 


Naturally, this plot was foiled 
love with her pop’s competition. 


McConnell said one of the complaints described the script as “ex- 


cellent Communist propaganda.” 


Meanwhile, Rep. Carroll Kearns 


(R., Pa.) said he would ask NBC for a copy of the controversial script. 


——_- —_ -—----—_ 








History Repeats as 


In a bid to perpetuate the Major? 
Bowes name in television, the origi- | 
nal staff of the old Bowes Amateur 
Hour that held the No. 1 Hooper 
spotlight in radio some years back, 
is now responsible for the produc- 





tion of this new hour-long video 
series over the DuMont net (New 
York, Philadelphia, Washington, Bal- 
timore). 

The tele version of the Bowes 
“Amateur Hour” preemed Sunday 
night (18) under. sponsorship of 
Kaiser-Frazer auto outfit from the 
WABD key outlet of the DuMont 


AMATEUR HOUR 
With Ted Mack, 
Sweeney, 


emcee; Warren 


announcer 


Produced by original Major Bowes 
staff 
60 Mins.; Sun., 7 p.m. 


KAISER-FRAZER 
WABD (DuMont Network), N 
(Swaney, Drake & Bemert) 


net in New York, and plan is to tour 
the show to the other cities repre- 
sented. in the web. 

Why DuMont has seen fit to spot 
the Bowes show in the 7 to 8 Sunday 
slot immediately following Bob Em- 
ery’s “Rainbow House” amateur 
showcasing is one of those video 
programming mysteries. What it did 
serve to point up, however, was the 
inadequacy of the “Rainbow” stanza, | 
as well as most talent buildup shows 
that have hit television to date. For 
in contrast, this K-F-sponsored Am- 
ateur Hour is unquestionably the | 
best thing of its kind to hit the video 
circuit—television’s counterpart, in 
quality and production know-how, 
of the Bowes radio show of more 
than a decade ago. 

Considering the hour length of 
the show, there were remarkably 
few dull spots on the preem broad- 
cast. There was an obvious attempt 
to endow it with production values. 
Selection of talent (in which there 
was an apparent though justifiable 
nod, in at least two. instances, to 


(Continued on page 34) 


CBS Wants Some Of 
That Ad Revenue, To 
Reopen Its N.Y. Studio 


CBS television. 





in an attempt to 
Zet_its share of the steadily-in- 
creasing advertising revenue, will re- 
open its N. Y. studio as soon as pos- 
sible. Web shuttered the studio last 
March efter the FCC: turned down 
its color video bid, claiming it was 
too expensive to operate in light 
of the $5,000,000 spent in the color 
fight. 

Web has since been operating with 
a strict fare of film and remote 
pickup shows but has reportedly 
lost several opportunities to hook 
onte lucrative ad billings because 
sponsors wanted to do live studio 
shows. CBS officials hope to get 
back into the studio within the next 
two months. Because of the deliv- 
ery holdup in the new equipment! 
ordered, however. they're skeptical! 
about making that date. 

Studio is to be completely rede 


sitnec “» offer the best facilitie 
possible. All ecuipment will be of 
the latest design obtainable. 1 


‘Bowes Amateurs 
Spread Tele Wings; Other Reviews 





| tomorrow 


_ bidders—Jack 


! 
lows: 


replying for 
| Broadcasting Co.., 


'lehem-Easton, Pa.. 


| Pittsburgh, 


Bob Trout’s Tele Show 


Bob Trout, back from a_ long 
cruise through the Caribbean aboard 
his own ketch, checked in Monday 
(19) at NBC’s New York newsroom. 
The web, which had a contract wait- 
ing for the ex-CBS news gabber 
upon his return, hasn't yet decided 
upon a radio time slot for him, but 
is giving him an immediate televi- 
sion stint. 

Along with W. W. 
John MacVane, Trout 
new video news show via WNBT, 
N. Y., from the network newsroom 
Thurs.) night at 9:15. 


a 


Chaplin and 
will tee off a 


‘90 Video Stations 


Now Have Grants; 
4 Hearings Set 


Washington, Jan. 20. 


Number of video station grants 
topped 90 yesterday (Mon.) when 


FCC awarded permits to three more 
Rose’ Broadcasting 
Co., San Diego; Cincinnati Times- 
Star (WKRC), Cincinnati, and 
WDSU, New Orleans. 
At the same time the Commission 
called for hearings on. top-heavy 
bids for four other markets. as fol- 
Stations WEEU and WHUM 
bidding for the single channel as- 
signed Reading, Pa.: Akron, O., sta- 
tions WADC and WAKR, both ap- 
Akron; Lehigh Valley 
the Aston Daily 
Express and Philco Television Corp., 
all competing for channel eight, only 
assignment for the Allentown-Beth- 
area. Commis- 
added a bid of WWSW, 
to the already skedded 
hearing on four 
video applications. 
Another half-dozen bids for 
operation hit Washington’ earlier 
(Continuea on page 34) 


ZIV PREPPING FOR 
EARLY VIDEO BOW 


Frederic W. Ziv transcription out- 
fit is priming an early start in tele- 
vision. Exee veepee John L. Sinn 
left N. Y. for the Coast Sunday (18) 
to’ talk things over with company 
exees in Hollywood. He'll be back 
at his desk about Feb. 1. 

Although Ziv officials have de- 
clined to furnish any details on the 
venture, it’s believed the company 
will operate a transcription service 
for video through use of films. Ziv 
has reportedly bought out a _ top 
film library. which it will bolster 
through actual production. Whether 
the films will be produced in N. Y. 
or on the Coast hasn’t yet been 
determined. . - - ---- -- 


sion also 





tele | 
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Despite the steadily-rising influx 


;of new advertisers into television, | 
|most of the ad agencies involved are | 
|still taking a financial licking from 
the new medium. Only reason that 
many of the top agencies have en- 
tered tele now, in fact, is the enthu- 


iSiasm displayed by their clients. 
| Agencies must either stage the video 
shows as directed or take a chance 
on losing a lucrative account 

Agencies’ 15% commission on the 

$1.000-$1.500 average budget for a 
| current half-hour video show repre- 
isents less than the proverbial drop- 
'in-the-bucket for the 
curred by the ad firms in staging 
such shows. Until the viewing audi- 
ence is increased via more network- 
iing facilities, most clients 
pay more for a show. At the same 
time, majority of the clients involved 
lare the same as those that bankroll 
i\the top padio shows and they expect 
their agencies, consequently, to stage 
ishows of comparable quality for 
| video. ; 

Agencies lose money on the setup 
by being forced to use 
radio men for tele or 
ditional personnel with the required | 
|know-how to produce 
lthe clients’ liking. Where the 
|expenditure for such top men on a 
|}radio show budgeted at $5,000-$20,- 
000 turns a neat profit for the 
agency, the ultra-small commission 
on low-cost video shows leaves the 
ad firms consistentlv in the red. 

Another money-losing 


the agencies is the extra rchearsal 


time necessary for tele programs. | 
Where the average radio show can 


take the air with something like two 
hours of rehearsal, a tele show of 
similar length requires anywhere 
from six to 10 hours of pre-camera 
rehearsal in addition to several hours 
lof experimentation inside the stu- 
dios. Agency personnel, 
| quently, 
lary. is tied up from week to week 
'with a low-budgeted teie show and | 
iso is prevented from doing anything | 
else for the agency. 


Steady drain on the ad firms’ in- 
i|come, in fact, is one of the prime 
| motivating factors behind several of 
the agencies’ beliefs that all tele 
‘shows should be done on _ film. 
|Througl. use of film, a single show 
| could be aired on every tele station 
in the country. Clients would neces- 
sarily have to budget more money 
for the shows, wHich would return 
more to the agencies. In addition, 
| the added expense involved in doing 
shows on film would require higher 
budgets and hence a larger agency 
' commission. 

About the only types of video: | 
show on which the agency can make | 
a profit currently are remote pickups | 
of sports events. Only rehearsal 
time involved is for the sponsors’ 
plug. In addition to the greater au- 
| dience 
production nut is one of the chief 
reasons why several of the top agen- 
cies have convinced their clients to 
enter tele in that way. 


PAR ENTERS FIFTH 
TELE BI), IN SF. 


Washington. Jan. 20. 
Paramount Pictures, Inc., entered 
its fifth video bid this week for the 
'No. 9 channel in San Francisco, and 
served notice on FCC it plans a fight 
to the finish for the television spec- 
trum in Detroit and Boston. 





other Pittsburgh | 


Television Productions, Inc., Par | 
subsidiary, called on the FCC to} 
throw into skedded hearings in De- 
troit and Boston all existing per- 
mittees. some of whom have failed 
to get their stations on the air with- 
in the normal eight-month construec- 
tion period. Par claimed it intend- 
ed to get its stations on the air in 
record time and that hip-pocket 
video permittees should be forced to 
defend their franchises, particularly 
in spectrum-scarce markets like 
Boston and Detroit. 

Par is competing with seven other 
outfits for the Hub city’s two re- 
maining channels and with two 
other companies for Detroit's last 


URGE THEM IN 


refuse to | 


their top | 
else hire ad- | 


packages to | 
salary | 


factor for | 
| $30,000,000 worth of video receivers | 


conse- | 
although drawing top sal- | 


pull of such shows, their low | 
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| All Talk and No... 


Washington, Jan. 20 

Only big question-mark in the 
elaborate plans for telecasting 
the Demo and Republican Na- 
tional Conventions in Philly 
next summer is whether or not 
the video audience will be per- 
mitted to see and hear James C 
Petrillo’s music-makers jazz up 
the campaign songs on the 
podium 

Jack Poppele, 
Television Broadcasters 


prexy of the 
Assn., 


expense in- | 


told the House Labor Commit- 
tee last week that unless Pe- 
trillo relaxes his ban on AFM 
| members appearing on_ tele- 
vision before June, the video 
men will have to do some plain 


and fancy improvising 


$30, 0000,000 in Tele 
Sets Earmarked 
For Hub in 1948 


| Boston, Jan. 20. 
According to Alan Steinert, head 
of the Eastern Company, big RCA 
|dealers here, television manu- 
facturers figure to place more than 








in the Hub area before the end of | 
1948. 

This only comes to something un- 
der 10,000 actual installations in a 
potential market available to one 
strategically located video tower of 
more than 2,000,000 people, but, it'll 
be at least six months after WBZ-TV 
goes on the air (skedded for March) 
before the real stampede begins. As 
it is, television manufacturers are 
|already urging potential customers 
| to place orders now, 
'crews will be plenty hard to get 
once video is a fact here. 

Steinert, speaking to 600 Greater 
| Boston radio dealers during a public 
| demonstration of video this week, 
said the sales of television receivers 
in the country during the year would 
exceed $200,000,000. 

Meanwhile WBZ-TV initiated its 
three-step training progfam 
Sidney V. Stadig, TV 


technical 
Station. Program involves familiariz- 


ing and simulation of tele produc- 
| tion. 


POLL FINDS D.C. HAS 
| 6,600 SETS IN USE 


Washington, Jan. 20. 

A committee representing the 
three operating video stations here 
has reported the result of a co- 
operative poll which places at 6.600 
the number of tele receivers pri- 
vately owned and in use in the 
greater Washington area 

The committee, headed by James 
Seiler of WNBW (NBC). said this 
| was the minimum number of s€ts in 
use here as of Jan. 1, 1948. The fig- 
ures are based on monthly estimates 
compiled by the Electric Institute 











of Washington and other sources. 
For the last three months of 1947. 
Washington dealers sold sets at a 
rate slightly under 3,000 a month. 


Admixal Radio Preps 
Heavy Tele Bankroll 


Chicago, Jan. 20. 
When spring comes round. Ad- 
miral Corp., plans to bankroll tele 


programs in every major market 
with video facilities. Sports are pre- 
ferred for tagging by local dealers 
but other handsome spectacles will 
‘do. In Chi, for example. a magician 
jis under consideration as cross-the- 
board tele fare. 

Firm will plug-ts radio.. refriger- 
Tators and telé sets. Cruttenden & 


* 


as installation | 


under | 
supervisor of the local Westinghouse | 


ing staff with equipment, field train- | 


c- 


Video Interests May See Legal 


Showdown on Theatre Television 


-@ Increased interest in theatre tele- 
vision, sparked by several recent 
successful showings on the Coast, 
may lead to the first major legal 
ijcomplications between the video and 
film industries. hile Paramount's 
video chief Paul Raibourn denies 
hat Par’s KTLA is peeved at the 
Los Angeles Pantages theatre for 


its pickup of KTLA shows, never- 


theless there are indications of un- 
rest brewing 
Under present arrangements, thea- 


tre owners can’t put tele shows on 
their screens without cooperation 
from the broadcasters, who must 


necessarily furnish the programs. 


It's to be expected that the exhibs 
would kick back a percentage of 
their increased boxoffice take to the 
broadcasters. Several exhibs, how- 
ever, have taken shows off the air 


without seeking advance permission 
from the tele stations involved and 
with nosuch kickback. They've done 
0 to date without threat of legal 
reprisal but officials of both indus- 
tries are doubtful that the broad- 
casters’ “turn the other cheek” alti- 


tude ‘will last much longer 


KTLA, according to Coast reports, 
was getting ready to institute legal 
action to prevent the Pantages from 
screening its pickup of the Santa 
Anita races each Saturday. In deny- 
| ing the reports, Raibourn declared 
'+hat Par’s future course of action 


lis still undecided but that the sys- 
tem of cooperation right now is good 
for video by introducing it to more 
people who might view it in the 
theatrés. As a’ result, Raiburn said, 
(Continued on page 34) 


NBC, ABC, MBS 
Rush Chi Video 


Chicago. Jan. 20. 

As it now shapes ip NBC. ABC 
and Mutual will be represented in 
|Chicago tele by early fall of “48. 
CBS plans are still in the pre-con- 
| struction stage. although transmit- 
ting equipment was earmarked for 
| WEBM, the net’s local o-and-o, prior 
to the turn down on color tele. 

WGN, Mutual’s Chi affiliate, be- 
igins flexing its tele arm in late 
'February or early March. Until 
‘completion of the Tribune Centen- 
nial building behind WGN’s AM 
studios. WGN-TV will occupy space 
in the Daily News building. The 
|station will be the first videu ven- 


'ture of any Mutual affiliate. 

NBC’s o-and-o WMAQ will make 
fer tele teeoff by September. Trans- 
mitter and antenna mast will be 
Hoc ated atop the Civie Opera build- 
ling. The rooftop will be shared 
with ABC, whose WENR-TV is 
skedded for a late summer bow. 
|ABC will install separate trans- 
mitter and antenna. 


NBC Tele $ en Of 
Dramatic Shows Video's - 
Top Budgeters to Date 


NBC televisions two top series of 
dramatic shows, the Theatre Guild 
productions and American National 
Theatre and Academy onc-acters, 
carry two of the highest price tags 
on video to date. Guild plays. with 
three to go out of the original five 

heduled. are being offered to po- 
tential sponsors at a reported $9.000 
each, while NBC is asking $5,000 for 
each of the ANTA series 

Because each of the Guild shows 
is staged on the same budget, NBC 
and the Guild were able to come up 
with a top list of name stars for 
“Angel Street,” third in the series 
which will be aired Sunday (25) 
night. Since “Street” requires 
only one set and a cast of five. it 
was possible to spend more on tal- 
ent. thus making it possible for NBC 
to sign Betty Field, Leo Carroll, 
Walter Abel and Florence Edney. 
Both “Late George Apley” and “John 
Ferguson,” two previous shows, had 
some 16 characters, so that only one 





*\ each, 


,top-name star could be afforded for, 
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RADIO REVIEWS 





Wednesday, January 21, 1948 








IT’S IN THE FAMILY 

With Joe O’Brien, John and Marcia 
McManus, Gordon and Jean Weber 

15 Mins.; Tuesday, 16:45 p.m. 

Sustaining 

ABC, frem New York 


Here's the answer of the Congress | 


of Industrial Organizations to weekly 
look-what-a-good-boy-I-am spiel by 
the National Assn. of Manufacturers 
over the ABC network Tuesd-y 
nights. The employers’ organization 
offers a straight talk stanza. The 
CIO unions reply with a chatty, in- 
formative, shrewdly 
titled “It's in the Family.” 

ease, big business is 
piiching in the old platform-oratory 
menner, while the labor contingent 


tois 


is making use of the informality and | 


intimacy of radio to Sell its ideas. 
And, sandwiched in with the enter- 
iainment, the ideas unquestionably 
get across in unobtrusive, inoffensive 
an therefor effective manner. 

As heard Tuesday night (6), “It’s 
the Family” presented two mar- 
ried couples (both frankly  pro- 
Jabor, natch) in competition, with 
Joe O’Brien as m.c. to toss the ques- 


in 


tions and rule on the answers. The | 
queries involved such subjects as | 
labor history (and sometimes just 


plain history), civil rights, minimum | 


wage requirements, food prices, Con- 
stitutional law, union policy, foreign 
affairs, eic. There was, 
ample scope for CIO editorializing, 
end O'Brien did same in skillfully- 
easy style. 


For this broadcast the competitors | 


were John McManus, radio critic of 


the New York newspaper PM and a} 


former Newspaper Guild officer, and 
his wife, Marcia, against Gordon 
Weber, identified as a radio writer, 
and his wife Jean Curtis, a_ re- 
searcher with Fortune mag. Each 
couple won a $100 U. S. savings 
bond. There was no _ implication 
that they aren't relatively lofty 
J. Q. entrants. On the other hand, 
the flavor of the stanza was geared 
to popular interest and taste. In 


other words, showmanship. Hobe. 





aimed quiz, | 
| boldly in favor of Charity. The rat- 
,ing is so low that the station owes 


obviously, | 


| tronizing 


“hi ercials were by | 
morbid. Commercials y | scene 


FEATURE STORY 
With Don Herbert 
15 Mins.; Mon., 1 p.m. 
WJJD, Chicago 

All too often good causes have been 
poorly sold via radio at the com- 
munity level. Generally the organ- 
ization concerned doesn’t allot one 
penny for trained personnel. The 
trivial matter of programming ls 
turned over to-a volunteer who usu- 
ally takes the easiest way out. The 
resultant show has an announcer 1n- 
terviewing Mr, and Mrs. Civic 
Leader, both of whom, come out 


Hooper 17 listeners. ; 

This fall directors of the Chi Com- 
munity Fund decided to use radio on 
a practical basis. Funds were budg- 


eted for a few staffers who, working | 


with limited means, have given mod- 
ified huckster treatment to Charity. 
The rewarding results should point 
the way 
tions throughout the country. 

“Feature Story,” one-man 
of Don Herbert, is a tape-recorded 
series of interviews with persons 
who have benefited from CF contrib- 
utions. Teeoff (12) took listeners 
into the Lighthouse of the Blind, 
where sightless workers manufacture 


toys and precision instruments. Three | 


interviews pointed up the fact that 
the blind have deserted the rocking 
chair for normal, productive lives. 

The interviews were good human 
interest stuff, unmarred by any pa- 
touch or exploitation 
the 
implication and Herbert wisely re- 
frained from pulling testimonials. 
Unobtrusive factory noises gave a 
whistle-while-you-work background. 
Whole session proved that public 
service programs needn’t be poison 
Ivy. 

Subsequent shows will illuminate 
services provided by the more im- 
portant of the 192 agencies that re- 
ceive contributions from the CF. 
Idea is that man on -the street will 
find out what happens to his buck. 

Baxt. 











WOOING . 
THE WOMEN... - 





. 


WWJ-TV, Detroit’s first and only television station, 
is busy these days wooing and winning the women’s 
audience, Pictured above is Jean McBride, Home 
Institute Director of The Detroit News, in her 
popular, Philco-sponsored household economics 
program. Other current, diversified WWJ-TV shows 
aimed specifically at women include a fashion 
' program sponsored by the J. L. Hudson Company, 
Detroit’s largest department store; the John Powers 
Charm School, featuring hints on etiquette, make- 
up, etc.; and the WWJ-TV Television Party, a ‘ 


mirthful audience participation show emanating 
from WWJ-TV’s large studio auditorium. Each of 
these sponsored programs is proof of the selling 
effectiveness of television, and of the programming 
aceomplishments of WWJ-TV in its first year of 


Operation. 


wi 


Associate AM Stotion WWJ 
Associate FM Station WWJ-FM 


TV 


> 
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| Will Remember,” “Daneing in the 
Dark,” and a particularly good ver- 
|sion of “Just One of Those Things,” 


for local welfare organiza- | 


output 


of | 


|Charta by 





Follow-up Comment 


eH OO4 + 4 OO EO4 64444646464, 


Jane Froman, as successor to 
Ginny Simms, did a nice job Sunday 
(17) evening with the Coca-Ca@ia 
“symph” under Perey Faith (CBS- 
6:30 p.m.). Getting in -only three 
song innings during the half-hour of 
standards to which Faith clings, 
Miss Froman added vocal spice to 
the show with her handling of “Stars 





which pointed up the unusual abil- 
ity of a singer with a voice such as 
hers in handling rhythm tunes and | 
phrasing them unexpectedly. One| 
objection possible was that “Stars” 
arrangement was much too long for | 
the class of the tune. it sagged. 


Gregory Amsterdam, a new com- | 
edy prospect, had a guest tryout | 
Tuesday night (13) on “We, the 
People,” via CBS. His timing and 
emphasis seemed a trifle off, possibly 
due to his limited professional ex- 
perience (he’s four years old), and 
because his material was weak. The 


young comic uses his writer as 
straight man. As it happens, the 
chap’s name is Amsterdam, too— 


first name sounded like Morey, or 
something of the sort. 

“CBS Is There” gave its on-the- 
treatment Sunday afternoon 
to the signing ot the Magna 
King John. Edward R. 
was announced to partici- 
Instead, the 


(18) 


Murrow 
pate, but didn’t do so. 
principal part was read by’ John 
Daly, “covering” the headquarters 
of the insurgent barons on the field 


of "Runnymede, while. Don Hollen- 
beck was the observer with the 
King’s forces and Quincey Howe 


gave the analysis.. Possibly even 
more than usual, it made not simply 
illuminating history, but also grip- 
ping entertainment. And, as history 
generally does, the show had arrest- 
ing contemporary significance. 





JEANETTE DAVIS 

With Howard Smith Orch 

Producer: Larry Puck 

Director: Ace Ochs 

Writer: Wm. Kendall “larke | 
15 Mins.; Sun. 5 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CBS, from New York 
Jeanette Davis, who’s been picked 
up from the Arthur Godfrey “Talent 
Scouts” show for her own CBS sus- 
tainer, is the latest ferme singer to | 
be showcased on that network. Her 
predecessors had considerable play- 
ing time and expensive presentation, | 
but unfortunately most of the web’s | 
investments in this direction failed 
to pay off in terms of commercial 
sponsorship. 

In all cases the singers show up | 
well inasmuch as they have essen- 
tially good voices, know their radio 
projection, and are given good or- 
chestral backing and a script that 
brings out a high degree of per- 
sonality. 

Miss Davis is on a par with her 
predecessors on this score, putting 
over a pleasing personality into her 
song sessions and furthermore pro- 
vides excellent variety in a series of 
well-chosen songs. 

Unfortunately, it’s likely that Miss 
Davis will continue as a sustainer 
only. There’s not much to differ- 
entiate her from the multitude of 
femme singers now in radio. It may 
be that the CBS formula of high- 
lighting chirpers via their own shows 
isn’t conducive.to the creation of 
name talent. Probably, she'd do bet- 
ter in terms of building if she were 
given a spot on a variety shaw since 
there isn’t enough individuality in 
her pipes to set her apart from 
many others who have tried the sus- 
taining buildup. Jose. 





LIBRARY OF FAITH 

With Raymond Edward Johnson, 
Charles Webster, Bernard Len- 
row, Winfield Hoeny, Maurice 
Franklin, Frank Richards 

Writer: Eric Arthur 

Director: George Wailach 

Producer: Ted Cott 

15 Mins.; Friday, 9 

Sustaining 

WNEW, N. Y. 
This new series of dramatic shows 

has Been designed by WNEW to 

buttress the crumbling faiths of men 

through historical examples of great 

acts of devotion to God. As straight 

story-telling, this airer has the im- 

pact of the powerful legends related 

in the Bible. This program should 

let it go at that and not pretend, as 


| chio,”’ 


- professional 





it does, to contribute to a solution of 
any speciiic problem now facing 
mankind. 

With the Palestinian crisis grow- 
ing more intense, initial airer (16) 
was based on the timely story of | 
Moses’ liberation of the enslaved | 
Israelites in Egypt. The show fol-| 





except for the unexplainable omis- 
sion of Aaron's role in Moses’ inter- 
view with Pharaoh. The 
handled their lines with appropriate | 
reverence although the thesper play- 
ing the Lord was inclined to roll his 
r’s a bit extravagantly. Production 
and direction also were geared to 
make this an absorbing session. 

_ Following this act of devotion, the 
indie spotted a singing commercial 
for Barney's. Thus proving it could 
serve God and Mammon within a 








space of 16 minutes. Herm, 


TELL IT AGAIN 


“(“Preasure Island”) Pad 


# 


With Jerry Farber, Harry Levig, Ken 
“Christie, Paul McVeighi “Marvin 
Miller, narrator, Re festille, con- 


ductor 
Writer-Direcior: Ralph Rose 
30 Mins.; Sunday, 1:30 p.m, EST 
Sustaining 


CBS, from Hollywoed : 
Obviously. aiming to cop-kid -lis- 
teners (anid incidentally make char- 
acter with educational experts, 
women’s club officfals. and PTA 
reps), CBS has launched a new early 
Sunday afternoon dramatic series 
based on juve classics. » The first 
was a dramatization of Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s immortal adventure 
yarn, “Treasure Island,’ and subse- 
quent editions are to include’ such 
standards as “Robin Hood,” “Pinoc- 
“Sinbad the Sailor,” “Legend 
of Sleepy Hollow,” “Black Beauty,” 
“Hiawatha.” “Gulliver’s Travels” 


land “Ali Baba and the Forty 
| Thieves.” 

According to the network’s pre- 
liminary blurb, the show will “ap- 
peal to both adults and children.” | 
Mebbe so. In any case, it’s more 
likely to placate the militant op- 
ponents of too-many-radio-thrills- 
for-junior, since they  presum- 


ably devoured these same yarns once 
upon a time themselves. And just 
look what healthy, intelligent and 
emotionally balanced people they’ve 
grown up to be. 


follow the relatively mundane 
heroics of Little John, the Headless 
Horseman, and a redskin with only 
a bow and arrow remains to be seen. 

Anyway, the initial chapter in the 
series succeeded fairly well in turn- 
ing the excitements of Stevenson's 
prose into terms of action sound. 
It probably didn’t. project the de- 
gree of enchantment -that enabled 
the stage and screen versions to 
tingle the scalps of pre-Superman 
moppets. But perhaps these hal- 
lowed tales, even in the slightly 
out-of-focus form of the air, will 
still have their own appeal for 
Frankenstein-hardened urchins. 

From a_ technical standpoint, 
“Treasure Island” was moderately 
good radio, though it suffered from 
apparent budget. limitations. The 
plot was epndensed with reasonable 
skill and the dialog retained at least 
a suggestion of the old shiver-me- 
timbers tang. The production and 
playing were of sustaining network 
standard. 

Nevertheless, there was never any 


compelling atmosphere to the show, 


no real illusion—no magic. Hobe. 


IRA STADLEN SHOW 

With Doris Parker, Rene Paul, Naomi 
Lewis, Mike Lewin; Herb Ross, 
announcer 

Writer: Ira Stadlen 

Producer: Ken Joseph 

30 Mins.; Mon., 9:15 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WNYC, New York 


For the first time in its 25-year 


career WNYC, city-owned, aired last | 


Monday night (19) a comedy pro- 
gram. Odd as it may be, under that 
circumstance, the _ station came 
through the event in commendable 
fashion. It was far 
from a polished production, but the 
overall impression was one of radio 
entertainment that hit close to the 
present comedy idiom and which 
might in due time snag more than a 
cursory ear from the web impre- 
Sarlos uptown. 


There’s quite a glimmer of talent 
entangled in the efforts of Ira Stad- 
len, young ex-GI, the program's 
headliner and writer. Stadlen has 
some bright comedy conceits of his 
own and a fairly adroit knack for 
borrowing from others. Where he 
makes his major mistake is in the 
borrowing. Stadlen’s youthfulness 
and likeably ebullient personality 
comes over best when it’s his own 
style of topical kidding and parody, 
and not Henry Morgan’s, for in- 
stance. Underneath the more or less 
crude treatment lies a quick eye for 
spotting a truly funny human foible 
and hooking it with a clever and 
terse turn of wit. Stadlen’s .other 
major asset is the fact that he does 
yery little dipping into the. joke 

e. 


For an initial try, Stadlen showed 
himself quite handy in maintaining 
command over the proceedings. The 
material could have struck more 
spark if the pacing had been more 
edept and the stooges hadn’t strained 
so hard at their lines. The script’s 
funniest bits revolved around a re- 
cital of “Humor Through the Ages” 
(a la March of Time) and an inter 
view with “The Expert of the Week.” 
the selfsame being a 3rd Ave. bar- 
tender who 


of television on his customers. The 


| bit that could have been omitted | 


was a burlesque on “The Court of 
Human Relations.” 


Of the two vocal interludes Rene 


lowed the Biblical details closely | Paul’s turned out the more listenable..| 


This French baritone shows a lot of 
promise. 


other singer. Odec. 





La Paz—Primera Red Boliviana | 


de Radiodifusion, Bolivia's first net- 
work, has added a station in Santa 
Cruz to those previously operating 
in La Paz and Oruro. 


Each of the three stations is known 


as Radio Condor. 


What the small fry 
think, and whether they’ll unclutch | 
the Sunday comics long enough to | 


recounted the effects | 


Doris Parker, who had a 
cast | Spot in “Cail Me Mister,” was the | 


LET’S GO TO THE MET 
With Pierrette Alarie, Hugh Thomp- 
son, Josef Stopak and arch; Milton 
Cross, narrator; Don Lewe, an- 
nouncer 
Producer: William L. Marshall 
Writer: Ira Marion 
30 Mins., Fri., 4:3@ p.m, 
Sustaining 
ABC, from New York 
This day-before radio preview of 
Saturday’s Metropolitan Opera Assn. 
broadcast is a long-needed innova- 
tion. A capsule rendering of the 
work to be heard; it’s a primer for 
the Metopera’s vast radio audience 
that will greatly aid in understand- 
ing the performance. Ccuched in 
simple language, for even youngsters 





to grasp, the program has Milton 
Cross narrating the plot of the 
opera, while an orchestra’ back- 


grounds with the opera’s music, and 
two of the Met’s singers deliver the 
principal airs of the work. It’s all 
}so much to the point, that one won- 
|ders why it hasn't been done right 
| along. 

Friday’s (16) premiere discussed 
Donizetti's “Lucia di Lammermoor,” 
which the Met aired next day. Hugh 
| Thompson and Pierrette Alarie, of 
'the Met’s roster, sang the important 
|arias, and Josef Stopak and an or- 
| chestra accompanied, and played im- 
| portant orchestra interludes. Cross 
| made the stuffy plot sound interest- 
ing. It was a pleasant appetizer as 
well as intro. Bron. 


ADVENTURES IN INDUSTRY 
With Norman Rose, narrator, others 
| Writer: Ira Marion 

| Producer-director: Howard Phillips 
|30 Mins.; Sun., 7:30 p.m. 

| Sustaining 

|'WMCA, N. Y. 

| Nathan Straus’ indie, which is still 


slugging away cross-the-board at 
|New York's housing problem, last 
Sunday (18) initiated this new 


weekly series to point up dramatic- 
ally the roles which various public 
j}and private industries play in N. Y. 
‘life. The series is tied in with the 
|50th anni of the Commerce and In- 
dustry Assn. of N. Y. and is set to 


salute a total of 15 industries, in- 
cluding foods, finance, _ banking, 
foreign trade, communications, tex- 


| tiles, department stores and hotels. 
'Initialer looked at Consolidated Edi- 
| son's electric power setup. 

Ira Marion’s script marshalled the 
limpressive facts of “Coned’s” vast 
land intricate system and presented 
jthem in a manner effectively bring- 
\ing home the metropolis’ complete 
| dependence on efficient light service. 
One sequence depicted, for instance, 
|what would. happen all over the city 
if all current suddenly went off. 
Sound effects and musical bridging 
|were both employed to good effect. 
Norman Rose’s narration had warmth 
and smoothness. Doan. 
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| PEGGY 


| MARSHALL 


| (Arranger-Singer) 


Vocal Director on ABC's 


| “Land of the Lost” 


Every Saturday for 
“BOSCO" 


® 
PEGGY MARSHALL 


and 


THE HOLIDAYS 
on Decca Records 
with 
| ENRIC MADRIGUERA 


» 





singing obout 


| LIPTON TEA 
Monday Nights CBS with 


| ARTHUR GODFREY 


| 
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Independent— 
Pasadena, Calif. 


Beacon-Journal— 


Akron, Ohio. 
Newsweek. 
Benson—Saturday Night— 

Toronto, Canada. 
Catholic Messenger. 
Will Jones—Tribune, 

Minneapolis, Minn. 
Cue. 

Press—Houston, Texas. 
Anderson— 

Cleveland Press. 

McManus—PM. 

Time. 

Miami Herald. 
McManus—PM. 
Chicago Sun. 
Clark—Bridgeport Post. 
Cleveland Press. 
Dolbier— 

Providence Journal. 
Van Horne—World Telegram 
Journal—Jersey City 
Radio’s Best. 

Woman’s Day. 


MacArthur— 
Washington Star 


Picture of a man having an original 


The name of the man is Allen Funt. 
He had the idea sometime last year. 
Both man and idea are doing nicely, thank you. 


He calls his brainchild “Candid Microphone.” 


Candid Microphone is a radio show that is (so they 
tell us) New,! Rea//y New2... Unique... Original4... 
Unusual5... Fresh and Different®...Uninhibited7... 
Side-Splittingly Funny8... Refreshing?. .. Too Good 
To Be True.1 


It is also A Solid Hit™...A Quick Hit!2,.. The Sock- 
eroo Of The Season!3. . . The Funniest New Show". . . 
Truly One Of The Funniest Things That Have Happened 
In Radio For A Long Time.'5 


In fact, they say, There Is Nothing. Like It On The 
Other Networks'6...Has Other Shows Licked 87 
Different Ways.'7 It also has Rare And Wonderful 
Satire!8,.. Thumbs Its Microphone At All The Tradi- 
tions Of Broadcasting’®. .. It Shines Like A Good Deed ¢ 
In A Naughty World.20 In short, Candid Microphone 
Will Go Places,2' because it’ s An Idea Someone Should 


Have Had Long Ago!22 








idea in radio 
(of all places) 


Candid Microphone is for sale—to the right sponsor: 
an advertiser who is on the lookout for a knockout of 
an idea that will build and build and build. Candid 
Mike is that kind of show: fresh, fast, funny—with 
an opportunity for built-in, candid commercials that 
could be every bit as good as the rest of the show. 


The price is low: $3,000 a week (including 11-piece 
orchestra). 


The sponsor: Call Circle 7-5700 /eday and it can still 


be you! 


Also available on ABC: 


EXPLORING THE UNKNOWN 
Authentic, fascinating dramas of the miracles of science. 


An award winner! 


THE OPIE CATES SHOW 


A brand-new comedian in a delightful situation comedy! 


ELLERY QUEEN 


Suspense and thrills in a mystery show. 


SO YOU WANT TO LEAD A BAND 
Sammy Kaye and his famous band in a half hour of 


music and hilarious fun! 


PROGRAM DEPT. 30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA, NEW YORK, Clrcle 7-5700 
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CIRCLING THE 


Philadelphia, Jan. 20. 
A custom-built mobile broadcast- 
‘ing unit equipped with shortwave 


KILOCYCLES 








Pittsburgh—John Gibbs won audi- 
tion to do the local commercial spiel 
on KQV for “Information Please,” 
which is now being bankrolled by 
American Beauty Mattress. Show 
had been sustaining here for last 
four months. Gibbs, along with "ave 
Scott, also picked by station to-m.c. 
its new “Traffic Quiz” program every 
Saiurday evening at 7. With resig- 
nation of Roger Kelly from WJAS 
announcing staff to become physical 
instructor at a dude ranch in Ari- 
zona, Henry Debecco has fallen heir 
to Kelly’s “Musicana” disk show 
every week-day evening at 6:30. 


C’:necinnati—Record albums of the 


WCKY radio program, “The Foun- 
tain Speaks,” are to be used as a 


cultural education medium by the 


Public Library of Cincinnati. “Foun- | 


tain.” broadcast every Sunday at 
5:30 p.m., is a natration-musical pro- 
stories about the history 
culture of Cincinnati. The 
areewritten and produced 
Fleming for the J. & 
Peeking Co. 
Hempstead, L. I1—Joseph A. Lenn, 
vice-president in charge of sales at 
statior WHIL and ‘FM 
WHNY. kas been appointed a mem- 
ber of the Steering Committee of the 
Hempstead Community Chest. 


gram of 
and 
programs 
by Bob 
Schroth 


Raleigh — The new studios of 
WNAO, broadcasting service of The 
News and Observer, are rapidly tak- 
ing shape, with experts working day 
and night to complete the intricate 
job of building one of the most-mod- 
ern and complete broadcasting sta- 
tions in the entire South. 





Albany—Coincident with the an- 
nouncement WRWR_ will begin 
broadcasting in February, Stephen 
R. Rintoul, president of the operat- 
ing cempany, announced that con- 
struction: would be started on a 40,- 
000 FM transmitter near Prospect 
Reservoir, the city’s highest point. 
Rintoul said he expected the FM 
station, first to be built here, would 
go on the air next month. 

Salt. Lake _City—C. Richard Evans, 
former chief engineer at KSL, has 
been appointed assistant manager of 
the station. KSL is the lecal CBS 
outlet. 





Harrisburg — David J. Bennett, 
program director for WKBO for the 
past seven years, has 


F. |mont Plaza, larger spot gn Tremont 


station | 


been named 
manager of the station, succeeding 


relay transmitter was placed in op- 
eration by WFIL Saturday (17), 
enabling the station 


C. G. Moss, who recently became co- 
l'owner and manager of a station in 
his native town of Bloomsburg. 





city. m 

Roger W. Clipp, station. g.m., said 
the unit, designed by WFIL’s chief 
engineer, Louis E. Littlejohn, will 
“serve to increase the special events 
activities” of the station and “en- | 
able them to do a finer job in the 
public interest.” 


Wichita — J. Wirth Sargent has 
|been appointed general manager of 
|KFBI, Wichita. He succeeds Robert 
|K. Lindsley, who resigned as of Jan. | 
11, to expand his interests in the oil 
| business, 
\e 
| Raleigh—Richard H. Mason, gen- 
|eral manager of WPTF, has been re- 
elected by NBC affiliated stations in | 
five southern states to represent the 
1!Second District of NBC's Stations’ | 
Planning and Advisory committee 
during 1948. He'll represent 20 NBC | Denny, to let the 
affiliated stations in Virginia, North | through as slated. 
and South Carolina, Georgia and | B.B.D. & O., agency for 
| Florida. had previously been advised by NBC 
of Foote’s demand and, after appris- 
} sitions . .., | ing itself of Kermit-Raymond’s ver- 
| Besten— Breakfast in Surrey ! sion of how the Benny disk came to 
| Room, high-rated ayem show over |). made, stood pat on the*broadcast. 
WEE! (CBS), | moved out of the | K-R’s story was that back in Janu- 
|Touraine Hotel’s Surrey Room as of " 


Bets : tay : ary, 1945. a deal was arranged 
this week. Shifted to the Cafe Tre- lthrough the Steve Hannagan office, 


then pressagent for Benny, to cut a 




















Jack Benny 


Continued from page 25 waa 











transcription go | 


Schaefer, 


| ctrae ‘ a “ 0 ast in | . 
| Street, and whee called «Agog |} gag routine which was to be in- 
| Boston. low is m-ca dy **|corporated into one of “Open 
Newell, announced by Tom Russell | House’s” half-hour ‘programs. Per- 


and produced by Tom Calhoun. 


|mission, according to K-R, was 
|cleared through Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
Boston—Craig Lawrence, general | agency at the time for Lucky Strike 
tmanager of WCOP (ABC), appointed | and the passage, which also used the 
'to advisory committee of northeast- | services of Benny’s regular troupe, 
}ern office of the National Confer-| was grooved in Hollywood three 
| ence of Christians and Jews. | months later. 
| | Foote’s contention to NBC was that 
| Indianapolis—George J. Higgins | Lucky Strike’s contract with Benny 
has been named general manager of | called for his exclusive radio serv- 
| WISH, succeeding C. Bruce McCon- | ices and that there was nothing on 
neli. He has recently been man-jrecord to show that the “Open 
ager of KLO, Des Moines. House” producer had cleared the 
| thing with the agency or the client. 
Philadelphia—WIP Board of Direc- Also, that the broadcasting of the 
tors has elected Gordon Gray as vice | disk constituted a violation of 
president. He will continue his dual | Benny's Lucky Strike contract, and 
duties as assistant general manager | that whoever aired the record could 
and director of sales. be held liable as a party to the vio- 
lation. Denny gave the WNBC man- 


| agement the greenlight after he him- 
San Antenio— John Seagle, NBC | .cv had examined. K-R’s file and 


| Thesaurus recording artist —_ Eieaw te | photostais bearing on the disk. 

a guest professor at Trinity ‘eigen | MCA came into the hassle at FCB’s 
sity music department here is being | instigation, ion agency havieie 
heard on WOAI daily = Ss program | pointed out to it, as happened with 
of “Morning Devotions. the network, that the recording was 
in flagrant disregard of Benny’s 




















San Antonio — Imogene Stanley | obligation to American Tobacco. The 
|has been named publicity director of |MCA lawyer who Monday (19) 
/WOAI here replacing Yolande | gave Kermit-Raymond notice to pull 


Teague who resigned her post. \the disk out of the “Open House” 
series, or else, was Maurice Schreier. 

Cleveland—Murray Young, news K-R’s answer was to retain Newman 
commentator WHK has been elected | Lawler, of O’Brien, Driscoll, Raftery 
president of Cleveland’s Shrine |and Lawler, to defend it in the litiga- 
Luncheon Club. j tion, if and when it should material- 











ize. 





































Salt Lake City—KRAM, new 1,000- The disputed record has already 
watter in Las Vegas, became the been aired over 100 stations around 
18th station to affiliate with the In- | the country. 


FCC Tangles 


termountain Network, when con- | 
Continued from page 25 











tracts were inked Saturday (17) with 
Ed Jensen, KRAM  prexy, and 
George C. Hatch, web president, | 
signing. This gives Intermountain | 
complete coverage of major mar- 
kets in Utah, Idaho, Wyoming, Mon- | Stations, Inc, former owner and 
tana, and Nevada. | later lessor of the WGST equip- 


| ment. 
WM. GROODY JOINS DRYER The FCC brief declared a 
William Groody fast week left the court has no authority to review an 
iSam Jaffe Agency in New York. action of the Commission taken 
where he handled radio talent con- “der mandate of the Communica- 
‘tacts, to join Sherman Dryer, who | !0"s Act. Commission said it was 
jis going into the program package 

















taking no position whether one or 
line. Groody will be sales manager the other parties had failed to live 
for Dryer. |up to their contractual obligation 
| He’s a brother of Louise Groody, | Put insisted on its right to order a 
once prominent in musical ‘comedy. licensee io set aside a contract which, 
|in effect, gave control of a station 
| to a person. other than the licensee 


‘ 





ing “in the public interest.” 
Commission earlier refused to re- 
new the license of WGST. Atlanta. 
| until it cancelled a contract with the 
| Southern Broadcasting Stations. Inc. 
| When ihe contract was modified 
| last year to give the Regents of the 
Georgia School of Technology more 
control over the station, the Com- 
mission ckayed the license renewal. 
Southern Broadcasting Stations did 
| not appeal the FCC's order but, 
‘after WGST was given a license, 
sued the station itself for fraud and 
fi, ‘Weach of contract. The state court 
Juli: of Georgia decided against WGST. 
Wy Interesting angle of the case is 
Yy fact that Sam Pickard and his son 
are principals in the Southern com- 
pany, whose contract with WGST 
on leasing equipment and dividing 
managerial control, FCC found “no* 
in the public interest.” Commissio: 
jlast tangled with Pickard when i 
|revoked the license of WOKC 
Z| Albany, -N. Y., for failure to repor 
Yj \ hidden stock ownership in the sta- 
Yj. \ tion over a 12-year stretch. The 
Y concealed stock was held by Sam 
Va | Pickard and or his wife throughout 
‘the erfthe" patiod: * fe rrtrra’ 





Yi 





WFIL Preems Mobile Unit | 


to orginate | 
live broadcasts from any part of the | 


state | 


or hindered a licensee from. operat- 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


The eastern chapter of the Radio Writers Guild has started a monthly 
publication, The Scriptwriter, with the January issue. This replaces a 
mimeographed sheet formerly issued at irregular intervals. Besides news 
stories and personal items the periodical carries a column, “Know Your 
Rights,” by former national .prez Peter Lyon, and a regular crait article 
under the heading, “Off Mike.” ~ 

Margot Gayle is editor and the editorial board includes Martin Seifert, 
Rosemary Roth, Stanley Silverman, Ethel Harris Gregory and Elizabeth 
Hart. 





Erik Barnouw, national president of the Radio Writers Guild, will be 
the principal speaker tomorrow night (Thur.) at the seventh workshop 
| session of the Guild’s eastern chapter, at Holland House, N. Y. The topie 
for the evening will be “Writing Plays for Radio.” 

Other speakef$ will include George Zachary, producer-director of the 
“Ford Theatre” program, and Charles Newton, script editor of “Arm- 


strong Theatre of Today,” with William Norwood, freelance writer, as 
chairman. 
The next meeting in the workshop series, on the topic, “Women's Shows,” 


is skedded for Feb. 5. 


New promotion idea designed to get wider press coverage of NBC's 


| University of Chicago Roundtable broadcasts was tested out in Washing- 


ton with the Sunday (18) stanza. Roundtable debate on the issue “Will 
the Marshall Plan Succeed?” was transcribed and copies of the disks 
delivered to all Washington corresponcents requesting them. 

George Probst, radio director of the show, said arrangement is being 
tried out on a tentative basis until the newsmen indicate definitely whether 
or not the service is desired. 


| WNEW 


ummm continued from page 25 
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WOMEN B’CASTERS SET 
D.C. POWWOW TALENT 


Washington, Jan. 20 








time. transcription company 


gave it a contract for 104 episodes, 

and stopped shipping after 26. An- Ruth Crane, Acting Prexy of the 
other kept its shipments so close to Assn, of Women Broadcasters and 
day-and-date, that station had to do | director of Women’s Activities fo 
one program live because disks | WMAL-ABC here, has copped off 


big-name talent for the 


| association’s fifth annual conventior 


weren't ready. | plenty of 


There was a difference between , 

disk company promises and per- which will hold forth Jan. 29 
formances, WNEW found, Some ‘rough Feb. 1, at the Mayflower 
would sell a series on basis of one  #otel. 
or two good shows, with subsequent More than 200 delegates are ex- 
programs not maintaining the stand- | pected. Mrs. Truman will be hostess 
ard, Or the first few Shows in ai| to the femme broadcasters at a 


White House tea, Friday, Jan. 30. 
The next day, the radio.women will 
turn to the GOP side of the aisle 


series might be excellent, then lose 
quality in writing, acting, etc. The 
N. Y. production quality or standard 
was definitely lacking in several and hear House Speaker Joseph W 
series submitted. Station found too Martin discourse on a “A Challenge 
many fly-by-nights in the disk field, to Women Broadcasters.’ He will 
it- says. It feels, too, that whereas be the principal speaker at a Jan. 
transcription companies always had | 31 luncheon at the Mayflower Hotel. 
a tough time selling in New York, = i. 


WNEW’'s experience will now make 
it tougher. Van Woodward to WINS 
Van Woodward has joined WINS, 


T | U p di |N. Y., staff 
| emp € U. lo € icate |replacing George Carlesco, who re- 
| : > Ms {signed to take over active director- 
$40,000 Studios In Philly :\** of the Cambridge School of 
| Philadelphia, Jan. 20. | Radio. 
| New $40,000 Temple University Woodward, who's been a freelance 
radio studios, said to be*one of the | Scripter the past three years, was 
/most complete student-operated sta- continuity director at WLW. Cin- 
tions in the country, will be dedi- | cinnati, for six years previous, and 
cated Thursday (22) at the Thomas had same job at KMOX, St. Louis, 
Hall site of the broadcasting unit. | before that. 

Following ceremonies, the station 
will begin operation under direction 
ot Dr. Armand Hunter, chairman 0, 





as continuity director, 














the university's department of radio, 
speech and theatre. 

Dedication of the new campus | 
broadcasting setup culminates plans 
|made in March, 1946, when WFIL | 
announced it would cooperate with 
Temple in establishing a practical | 
school of radio. 








| @Central 
New England 


' Connee Boswell’s Guest Stint 

Connee Boswell does a guest shot 
on “We the People” program Jan. 
29. Singer, who's been confining her 
activities to night club work in re- | 
cent months, is doing the show in a | 
tieup with the Warm Springs Founda- | 
tion. 

Program will be done from New 
| York, 















WORCESTER 


























“He used to be the team mascot until the coach 


| found out what a Wheaties fan he is.”’ 
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‘A BREAD-AND-BUTTER 


LETTER FROM 
VIC DAMONE: 


Twas the first month of New Year’s and all through my heart 
Skipped a wonderful feeling for those who took part 


In helping me up toward the show business skies. 
I’m ever so grateful—so here are my “Hi’s”... 


7 


To LOU CAPONE, my manager, a bow bent almost double, 
For steering me to prominence and steering clear of 
trouble. 


A hand-shake to SID ASCHER, my press relations man, 
For keeping me from being just another “also-ran.” 


To all the people on the team, all along the line, 
I'd like to say just “Thank you”—and here’s this heart 
of mine. 


Thanks to MY SISTERS for their faith and advice, 
And the nation’s DISC JOCKS who have been mighty nice. 


Thanks to PET MILK for my first sponsored show, 
And ROLAND MARTINI for helping me so. 


To MERCURY RECORDS, dealers and distribs 
To fans in their nineties and fans in their cribs, 


To LA MARTINIQUE club and WHN, 
My thank-yous and thank-yous, again and again. 


Talent scout GODFREY, on-the-ball WILLIAM MORRIS, 
The whole “SERENADE” crew from Gus Haenschen to 


chorus, 


The critics, the songsmiths, the boys in the band, 
To all of my friends all over the land, 


BOB WEITMAN, and all of the PARAMOUNT folk... 
All help to make singing a biz that is “oke.” 


And last but not least, MY MOTHER and DAD, 
The best friends a fellow named Vic ever had. 


~~ 


PU always remember, you've all been so slick, 
But just for the record, 


Yours gratefully, 


Vic ‘ 


"eo adestertartv « tete tun Be 











Personal Management: LOU 





CAPONE, CANTO, INC., 260 West Broadway, Ni ‘Y. Co ¢ 
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~ FCC’s Precedent 


Boston, Jan. 20. 
Noble and ..ing, currently at the 
Somerset, pulled a new one here this 





Continued from page 24 











first year on the air and after that 


tion, it was asserted, News stories in- 

vo'ving the station were used only if | would consider them. only on a 
they were unfavorable, witness said. | limited and case-to-case basis. 
Testimony showed that Horvitz Commission further declared “fail- 
solicited opposition to WMAN’s| ure to understand the responsibility 


of a broadcast licensee to use the 
facility as a medium for community 


original grant in the town. If and 
when he won a license, he told the 


FCC, he would carry his own logs! service and education is also ap- 
in the newspaper but not those of parent n Mr. Harry's proposed 


preferential treatment of one church 
Refused Phileco Ad in Fostoria and his desire to dis- 
courage the use of the proposed sta- 
tion for political broadcasts through 
use of the device of in- 


WMAN. 


» 





In the hearing on his FM bid for | 
Mansfield—which followed by sev-| 
| possible 


eral months the hearing on his Mi 
standard broadcast request there—| creased rates for such broadcasts. 

a representative for the Philco Corp. | Commissioners Rosel Hyde and 
testified that Horvitz refused to ad- Robert F Jones dissented to the 
vertise in his newspaper a Phileo | Majority 1 uling on Harry and wanted 


program to be aired over ABC and | to defer action on the application of 

the local ABC affiliate, WMAN, on|the Mansfield Journal Co. for an 

the ground the Journal accepted | FM station until a final decision had 

enly non-radio advertisers. been handed down on his AM sta- 
In Lorain, Horvitz also ran up tion requests. 

against opposition. Reps of the CIO '; 

















| Mr. & Mrs. Musicomedy 
"| 


week when, asked to appear on 
Trudy Richmond's “Girl About 
Town” slot on WCOP for the usual 
| celebrity interview, turned up with 
ja 15-minute opera. 


In response to Miss Richmond’s 
stock questions, the nitery song 


team responded with music and lyr- 
ics, working the whole interview 
in as a full musical production. Only 
|spoken words were those of the in- 
|terviewer, the rest being a combi- 
| nation of recitative and original songs 
by Harry Noble. Team now is mull- 


jing idea for weekly Mr. and Mrs 
ishow done entirely in music and 
| lyrics. 














Rating "Em 
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country’s most recognized have been 
chosen for participation), to keep a 





























ened by the acquittal handed the 
music czar in Chicago last week. 
Fear Package Deal Menaced 
As a case in point, the report cir- 
culated in the committee room that 
the networks had made an eleventh- 
hour move to have the hearings 











Henry Morgan 


. Continued from page 24 











least, with Morgan, trounced 
good, finally taking a powder as 





unions claimed his newspaper in Lessa = gem tab - _ the nee 
Lorain either suppressed or gave | © . v | to-coast shows aired, but on the 
unfavorable treatment ‘to labor cripters amp basis of the programs listened to by 
stories. Horvitz testified he had Continued from page 24 40 of the 65 who responded to the 
lined up several groups to enlist initial poll sheet, the weekly Quality 
their cooperation and to offer them|amount, the MBA minimum rate, | Rating Service will be can overall 
air time. but no unions were among! applies to the original broadcast. | reflection of the editors’-reviewers 
them. Another $65 choices. 


The FCC concluded “the 
Mansfield Journal Co. has harassed 
some local merchants to prevent 
their using radio station WMAN as 
an advertising medium and has used 


(also a fee specified | 
under the MBA) is for four-year | 
exclusivity and the balance may be | 
applied against re-use, if any. Thus, | 
according to RWG, the writers are | 
offered the same price as before, | 


Evaluations are based on a break- 
down of points for script, perform- 
ance, production, advertising, music, 
and originality. Crosby’s choice for 


but get less attractive supplemen- 
tary terms. 

In the case of the same network’s 
“CBS Is There,” the eight writers 
who formerly worked on the series 
on a freelance basis were paid about 
$750 per script, including research, 


its position as the only newspaper in 
the community to attempt to coerce 
such merchants into entering into 
exclusive adveftising contracts . 

this conclusion alse finds support in 
light of the other practices and 


activities of the owners of the Mans- 
field: Journal Co. Which indicate they 
have operated their newspaper with 
a consistent objective of suppressing 
competition and establishing monop- 
olics in the field of local advertising.” 

At the same time, the Commission 
took a strong position in denying a 
third bid from Laurence Harry, 
trading as the Fostoria Broadcasting 
Co. Harry was competing with Hor- 
vitz for use of the 1510 ke channel 
in Fostoria, O. FCC nixed his bid 
because Harry testified he would air 
no controversial subjects during his 








“HIRES TO YA‘’” 


FOR THIRD YEAR 
ON CBS 





when it appeared likely the show 
would be boughf by a sponsor. Sub- 
sequently, when the’ sponsorship | 
prospect faded, the fee was ersgag et 
to $500, still including research. In 
both instances the deal was outright 
sale. When the code went into ef- 
“fect, the $500 fee was broken up to 
include $150 minimum, plus exclu- 
sivity and rebroadcast rights. 

An immediate result of the CBS 
policy has been the withdrawal of | 
some of the established freelancers | 
who formerly scripted the two 
shows. In one case, a writer who 
had partly completed an assignment 
for “Studio One” (started before the 





' 





MBA went into effect) at first re- 
fused to accept the revised contrac- 
tual terms for the finished script, 


mise deal. However, he has done no 
further writing for the series. 
Under the terms of the MBA, the 
Guild cannot demand better: than 
minimum fees and terms, nor in- 
struct its members to do so. How- 


ever, with the exit of various estab- 


lished writers of the “Studio One” 
and “CBS Is There” shows, the as- 
signments have been offered to 
numerous newcomers. When the 


but ultimately agreed to a compro-| 


| the No. 1 spot was predicated toa 
| large degree on the “music” points 
registered, with the scripting con- 
trib on the Amos ’n’ Andy show a 
|big factor in putting A & A in the 
top non-musical bracket. Similarly, 
| some shows suffered in the final 
} compilation due to bad commercials, 
while one of the factors in the list- 
ing of the Percy Faith Coca-Cola 
CBS show as “recommended listen- 
ing” was the recognition of the good 
taste in which the coke commercials 
are put across. 

(Under the rating system used, 
shows are qualified for a _ possible 
high of 30, with the No. 1 Crosby 
program getting a 22.1 on the ini- 
tial tally). 


The first of the Quality Rating 


|System breakdowns appears in this 
| 


appear on 
listed weekly 


jissue. The next will 
| Feb. 4 and will be 
| thereafter. 


Video's Advent 


Continued from page 23 


























as a commercial medium might find 
them five or more years away in a 
far less secure position unless they 
had in the meantime fortified them- 
selves with some video representa- 
| tion. 

Where the dilemma comes in is 
that these reps are beset by conflict- 
| ing urges and interests. The ques- 





Adams flung at him: “You came up 
|here with a chip on your shoulder 
land you're leaving without 
shoulder!” 

York, Morgan failed to 
show for a guest-narrator stint an 
ABC’s “Candid Microphone” show 
Thursday (15). A network program 
exec reported: “We don’t know 
where he is. All we know is, when 
we got ready to do the show, Mor- 
gan wasn’t to be found.” 

Morgan’s new show for Rayve 
Creme Shampoo tees off Jan. 29. The 
comic was in Florida as guest of 
Richard Porter, exec of Roche, Wil- 
liams and Cleary, agency for Rayve. 


In New 








Directors, Webs 


 B’casters Unhappy 


Continued from page 25 


your | 











called off. Same report said the 
webs’ reasoning was that the seg. 
sions might not only not help their 
present negotiations but, as fre. 
quently happens, would backfire on 
the industry. Another argument was 
that with the FM’ers and some of 
the recording spokesmen already 
;unhappy about their pledge of a 
| united industry front, the testimony 
imight break down work of the alle 

industry committee in getting a 
| package deal with Petrillo 

As a matter of fact, these fears 
were borne out as the hearings prog. 
ressed, when a half-dozen  solons 
argued vehemently that the Taft- 
| Hartley Act as now written slaps at 
|} the very practices the broadcasters 
complained of. Several committee- 
men gave it as their opinion that if 
the broadcasters “had any guts” they 
would invoke the statute to throw 
off Petrillo’s yoke. At one point, 
Rep. Clare Hoffman roared angrily: 
“The Lord and Congress can only 
help those fellows who are willing 
to help themselves.” 

Situation worsened for the indus- 
try as the week wore on, when the 
nets and standard broadcasters had 
to face up to some fancy charges by 
committee members on the score of 





servers, went on a ful] 20 minutes at | 
but | 





“monopoly” and “collusion.” For 
example, Reps. John Lesinki (D, 
| Mich.) and’ Ray Madden (D., Ind.), 


after listening to the FM witnesses, 




















Continued from page 24 


web from promoting an associate to 
director if it wants him to direct. 
(At first, the nets wanted to be al- 
lowed, to “try out’ associate direc- 





latter inquire at the RWG office | tion they are asking of themselves 
about the status of the shows, they jis whether to stand by and hope that 
are informed that there’s nothing in / the AM outlet they represent in a 
the MBA to forbid them to accept | community will get a TV channel or 


the new terms. 

But it’s explained why the former 
writers of the pfograms withdraw, 
and it’s pointed out that by accept- 
ing the present conditions they’re 
undercutting their predecessors. 
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On the Air Beginning 
“Today ... Daily from 
7 A.M. to Midnight! 


WBUZ-FM 


96.7 Megacycles—Channel 244 


Metropolitan Washington and Prince 
Georges County. For Availabilities, Phone Hillside 


Chesapeake Broadcasting Co. 


: 1510 SOUTHERN AVENUE S. E. 
® BRADBURY HEIGHTS, MD. 





ALBERT K. PORTER 
Asst. General Manager 


should they go after a TV applicant 
| who has a channel but doesn’t op- 
\erate an AM station. They would 
| prefer to sit tight with their hopes 
| but there is always that chance that 
a competitor may not be so opti- 
mistic about his own AM connections 
and go after whatever makes itself 
available. 


These reps also realize that to sit 
tight entails quite a gamble with 
their future standings in the field, 
but they admit there isn’t much 
they can do about it unless they 
‘want to follow the behavior of the 
meat-toting dog in the Aesop fable 
who saw his reflection in the water. 
The only line of action to which 
they’ve reconciled themselves so far 
is to look to the markets where they 
don’t have AM commitments. 





tors as directors for anything up to 
26 weeks.) 

3. The first $65 of a staffer’s com- 
mercial fee shall be free from the 
so-called “kickback.” For any part 
of a commercial fee exceeding $65 
weekly, the statffer will “kic’. back” 
25% of that amount out of his base 
pay. (Previously, an amount equal 
to 25% of the entire commercial fee 
was. extracted from the director’s 
salary.) Effect of this is to give a 
director $195 ($130 base pay plus $65 
commercial fee) where he formerly 
got $147 ($100 base pay~plus $65 
minus 25% of latter sum). 

At yesterday’s huddle, the guild 
and webs agreed the new pacts, 
retroactive to Jan. 1, should run for 
two years and that a no-strike clause 
|should be included. RDG insisted, 
however, on a union non-liability 
clause as protection against wildcat 
actions or personal actions of mem- 
bers. 

Council of the directors’ local 
Monday (19) elected Morey Robin- 
son, an NBC associate director, to 
membership succeeding Larry Har- 
ding, who resigned to accept man- 
agership of a new station in Roch- 
ester, N.Y. 


Webs Stiffen 


Continued from page 25 























Woods declared: “If we can't get 
an agreement with Petrillo, we'll 
continue to serve the public.” This 
statement was taken to mean the 
webs would invoke sanctions of the 
Taft-Hartley act if present negotia- 
tions fall by the wayside. The in- 
dustrymen were unanimous: in their 
testimony yesterday that “:t is too 
early to say whether we'll reach an 
accord” by Jan. 31. 

Ream undertook to defend his 
network against earlier charges of 
conspiracy to suppress FM. CBS, 
Ream said, had been “the most ac- 
tive and effective force” within the 
industry in promoting FM, but had 
been stalemated by Petrillo as far 
back as 1942. CBS did not fight Pe- 
trillo’s ban on duplication issued in 
October, 1943, it was explained, be- 











Erickson 


Continued from page 23 


CBS, he was formerly 
with Lewis when latter 
web’s program veepee. 

For at least the first year, coin 
siphoned into radio from the top- 
money Lincoln-Mercury account, 
will be devoted to spots. Exact 
amount going inte radio's 
during 1948 hasn’t been determined 
as yet, with the agency currently 
effecting its shuffle and agency per- 
sonnel expansion to handle the new 
business. 


Igncoln - Mercury account will 
mean, all told, a 35-person staff 
hypo, with new offices being opened 
in Washington, Kansas City and San 
Francisco. A _ half-dozen newly - 
treated exee spots wil be filled: 











associated 
was the 





coffers | 


cause Columbia lawyers thought it 
| would be a breach of their contracts 
and “Petrillo might have struck our 
AM operations.” Ream said -CBS 
was spending over $2,000,000 a year 
and CBS advertisers over $4,006,006 
for musicians. 

Mutual Vice-chairman Theodore 
C. Streibert lashed out at Petrillo’s 
use of quotas, and his recently-lifted 
ban On cooperative programs. He 
said WOR, N. Y., is “straitjacketed” 
| into hiring minimum of 40 musicians, 
each paid $152.80 for a 25-hour week. 
The co-op ban particularly hit Mu- 
tual, Streibert said, since MBS af- 
filiates collect about $5,000,000 an- 
nual receipts fron this 
show. 

Woods hit hardest at Petrillo’s ban 
on transcriptions and delayed broad- 
casts. Highest rate ($27 an hour) is 
paid for transcriptions which don’t 
cause unemployment since they are 


“J 


used only once, Woods said. 





type of. 


promptly charged the standard 
broadcasters with conspiring with 
PetriNo to protect their AM invest- 
ments and squeeze out FM. As the 
charges against Petrillo’s monopoly 
of musicians grew more heated, the 
committeemen on both sides of the 
fence threw out suggestions that the 
RCA-NBC-Victor combine and the 
network - recording tie-ins might 
conceivably come under the heading 
of monopoly. 


As a result, at weekend, the in- 
dustry was none too. happy about 
the hearings: _And Petrillo’s an- 
nouncement in New York that he 
expected a pact with the webs by 
Jan. 31 which would include airing 
of musicians on FM and television 
was believed likely to make the net- 
works stili less happy about the 
committee sessions. 












CAREERS IN 
RADIO AND 
TELEVISION 






your own creative and pro- 
talents in eveuing classes 

top ucers, directors, writers 
and executives from the radio and tele- 
vision networks and 


encies. Veterans - 

eligible under G. I. Bill. Register now 
by mail or in person. 

Classes begin February 4 
RADIO WORKSHOP COURSES: 
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Radio Writing (beginner's, advanced 

and markets clinic); Radio Publicity 
. and Promotion; The Business Side of 

" nnouncing; Radio 

(laboratory, workshop and playhouse). 
TELEVISION COURSES (with facili- 
ties and equipment of WABD studios 
DuMont Television): Fundamental 
Survey course. Advanced courses: Act- 
ing for Stage and Television; Studio 
Operation; Make-up: Programming. 
Write or phone for special Bulletin RV. 
Room 211, 100 Washington Square E., 
ew York 3, N. Y. 


adio Production and Direc- 
Actors’ 


SPring 7-2000, Ext. 
Division of Genera! Education 


NEW YORK 
UNIVERSITY 


on Washington Squere 


‘S°THERE’S PLENTY OF 
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|| NOTE TO PROFITABLE PLAY, RADIO, 
TELEVISION, TALENT AGENCIES 


Self-supporting partner available te 
'§ head any department you wish to ex- 
|\f pand, Several monetary possibilities. 
|f Ability and excellent background. 

Write Box 594, Variety, 154 West 46th 
ie New Nork WBN. Yo. 
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FM Set to Go in Britain 
By Fall; 50 Stations 
To Cost $102,500,000 


London, Jan. 13. 

British Broadcasting Corp. has 
chosen a site in Kent for its first FM 
station. It is expected to be trans- 
mitting by the fall. 

This revolution in broadcasting 
technique for Britain will bring 
near-perfect listening on the ultra- 
short waves. To the new station 
this year will come a 25 kilowatt 
transmitter ordered by the BBC 
from the Marconi Co. nine months 
ago. 

New station will concentrate on 
the transmission of the BBC’s Third 
Program, which carries the high- 
brow shows and talks. The station 
will be connected to London by a 
24-mile land line. At present the 
Third Program is only heard by 
about half the country, and FM will 
extend this coverage. 

Each FM station is estimated to 
cost between $100,000 and $250,000, 
according to size. Present aim is to 
establish 50 new stations at a cost of 
$102,500,000. The entire Home Serv- 
ice prograin will eventually be 
switched to FM transmission, and 
then a start will be made on the 
Light Program. The process will be 
gradual over a number of years. 

Radio manufacturers state that no 
sets at present in use will become 
obsolete for a long time. Eventually 
sets will be sold with an added 
switch enabling listeners to have FM 
as extra, These sets will cost only 
a few dollars more. 


NAB Invites Web Reps 


To Sit on Committees 


Washington, Jan. 20. 

Reps from the four major net- 
works were invited last week to 
serve in advisory capacities with 
six standing committees of the Na- 
tional Assn. of Broadcasters. NAB 
said purpose of the invite was to 
coordinate all segments of the 
broadcast industry in planning NAB 
policies at the committee level. In 
their new status as associate mem- 
bers of the trade organization, the 
nets can serve only as non-voting 
liaison or advisory members on 
NAB committees. 

Webman named to sit on on the 
NAB committees were: 

Engineering Executive Commitee: 
Frank H. Marx, ABC; William B. 
Lodge, CBS; Earl Johnson, MBS; 
and O. B. Hanson, NBC. 

Public Relations Executive Com- 
mittee: Robert Saudek, ABC; 
George Crandall, CBS; A. A. 
Schechter, MBS; and William 
Hedges, NBC. 

Program Executive Committee: 
Charles C. Barry, ABC; William 
Fineshriber, CBS; an MBS member 
to be announced; and Ken Dyke, 
NBC. 

Legislative Committee: Joseph 
McDonald, ABC; Joseph H. Ream, 
CBS; Robert D. Swezey, MBS; and 
Frank Russell, NBC. 

Employee - Employer’ Relations 
Executive Committee: Joseph Mc- 
Donald, ABC; Howard Hausman, 
CBS; Robert D. Swezey, MBS; and 
John McDonald, NBC. 

Research Committee: Edward 
Evans, ABC; Elmo Wilson, CBS; 
E. P. H. James, MBS; and H. M. 
Beville, NBC. 


Coast FM Hearings On 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Hearings on 16 FM station appli- 
cations open here tomorrow 
(Wednesday). Examiner James D. 
Cunningham will preside at the con- 
test for eight available class “A” 
channels, with Joseph Brenner act- 
ing as counsel for the FCC. 

Among applicants are two new- 
comer standard stations, KGIL, San 
Fernando, and KOWL, Santa Monica. 

hers by area in Greater Los An- 
8eles are: Alhambra, I: Santa Moni- 
ca, 3; Inglewood, 3; Monrovia, 1; 
Vernon, 1; Lomg Beach, 2; Temple 
City, 1, and Whittier, 1. 
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KAYCEE AFRA FIGHTING 
ANNOUNCER DISCHARGE 


Kansas City, Jan. 20. 

Local chapter of American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists has taken ex- 
ception to the action of the Midland 
Broadcasting Co. (KMBC-KFRM) in 
letting out announcer Sherwood Dur- 
kin, known on the air as Harry 
Douglas, and is taking the matter 
to the National Labor Relations 
Board. 

AFRA has filed a charge with 
NLRB, claiming Midland discharged 
Durkin because of his membership 
and activities in the radio union. 
| The local is making its claims under 
| provisions of the Taft-Hartley Act, 
according to secretary Don Roberts. 
|A copy of the charge has been de- 
| livered to KMBC, and the case rests 
there. 

Durkin was a member of the 
KMBC announcing staff for about 
six years. He is president of the 
local AFRA, and was steward for 
AFRA members at KMBC. 


5 Pitt Colleges Set For 
World Affairs Program 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 20. 

In cooperation with the Foreign 
Policy Assn. of Pittsburgh as well 
as the city’s five colleges and uni- 
versities, Pitt., Carnegie Tech, Du- 
quesne, Mount Mercy and Pennsyl- 
vania College for Women, WWSW 
will embark this week on a new 
type of collegiate forum under the 
label “The World Affairs Student 
Radio Program.” Show is to be 
aired for a half hour every Wed- 
nesday night beginning Jan. 21. 

Programs will be moderated by 
Dr. J. Warren Nystrom, head of 
geography department at Pitt, and 
are to feature undergraduates ex- 
clusively in extemporaneous and un- 
rehearsed opinions. A_ specially 
picked group from each campus, 
chosen on the basis of their knowl- 
edge and interest in-world affairs, 
will be used on different weeks. 
Foreign Policy Assn. will determine 
the topies for discussion. 


Name Ohio Stadium After 


Radio’s First Announcer 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 20. 

World’s first regular radio an- 
nouncer, Harold W. Arlin, who went 
on KDKA’s payroll more than a 
quarter of a century ago, has just 
been honored by town of Mansfield, 
O., where he’s industrial relations 
manager at the Westinghouse plant. 
Wew stadium in Ohio city has been 
named Arlin Field after him. Arlin’s 
rated the community’s No. 1 sports 
fan as well as one of Mansfield’s 
most civic-minded citizens. 

While there were others on the air 
before him, Arlin was the first to 
get paid for announcing. In the early 
days of KDKA he introduced such 
celebrities as William Jennings 
Bryan, Marshall Foch and David 
Lloyd George, and he did the first 
play-by-play broadcast of a football 
game, between Pitt and West Vir- 
ginia in 192}. In 1924 he was voied 
the world’s most popular announcer. 














KYW’s Program Tourney 


Philadelphia, Jan. 20. 

Youngsters from 25 recreation 
centers will compete in a radio pro- 
gram tournament conducted by KYW 
in cooperation with the city bureau 
of recreation. 

Competition will take place in the 
recreation centers with a simulated 
studio setup, the youngsters using 
script material provided by the sta- 
tion. Later, however, they will pre- 
pare their own scripts. 

Tournament, which will be held 
during the coming four months, is 
outgrowth of an eight-week course 
in radio techniques conducted last 
November and December by the 
station attended by more than 60 
recreation center supervisors. 


WCAU’s Shuffle 


Philadelphia, Jan. 20. 
Harry Ehrhart, WCAU night sup- 
ervisor, Moriday (19) moved into his 
new spot as personnel manager and 
purchasing agent. 
In other changes at the station, 





Hugh Ferguson, former staff an- 
nouncer, has become morning 
supervisor, while Harry MclIlvain 


changed his operating hours from 
the morning supervisor slot to al- 
ternate with Horace Feyhl, new 
night supervisor. 

New additions to the program de- 
partment at WCAU are Bernice 
Spector, former actress on the sta- 
tion’s “Children’s Hour”; Lois For- 
tescue, known in show business as 
‘Lois Fontaine, and Dorothy Winters. 











Spot Show 
7 St. Louis, Jan. 20. 


A spot announcement with a 
radio program format, squeezed 
into 50 words, is a new approach 
to home buyers cooked up by 
Jim Denny, head of Gor- 
don-Marshall, Inc., for the J. 
Ben Miller Realty Co., a client. 
Snaring the interval between 
“Mayor of the Town” and “Vox 
Pop” over KXOK the spot fea- 
tures “the spot of the week to 
buy your home.” 

Announcement opens with all 
the drama of a full-fledged half- 
hour, builds to a swift climax, 
giving the exact location of real 
estate value, details of monthly 
financing whenever possible and 
winds up with an invite to “lis- 
ten again next week, same time, 
same station for the spot of the 
week.” 


Only 9,573 of 641,402 
Air Com’ls Held Suspect 


Washington, Jan. 20. 
The Federal Trade Commission 
examined continuities of some 641,- 


402 radio commercials last year~ but 
questioned only 9,573 of them as 
containing representations that might 
be either false or misleading. Info 
was contained in the agency’s annual 
report, released yesterday. 

By far the largest proportion of 
questionable commercials were 
found in the drug field. Next 
largest were contained in plugs for 
cosmetic products. 


Ryan Ducks 3d NAB Term 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
Bill Ryan, g.m. of KFI here and 
director of the 16th district of the 


NAB, definitely will not seek office 
again in May elections during na- 
tional convention, To clinch this he 
has recommended in a letter to 
members in southern California and 
Arizona that Harry Witt, assistant 
to CBS v-p here, and Dick Lewis, of 
KTAR, Phoenix, be considered as 
likely replacements. 























Coast Newsmen's Beef Against Deme 
Sluff Spreads ‘Cross Country 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 


Just when Jimmy Roosevelt 
thought he had the local Radio News 
Club’s beef with recently visiting 
politicos straightened out, wham, it 
was re-sparked into a virtual na- 
tional issue. Chairman of the state 
Democratic central committee, JR, 
apologized for the behavior, or lack 
of it, of Sen. J. Howard McGrath, 
national chairman, and his drum- 
beater Jack Redding when the Club 
here beefed to him (Jimmy) and 
others. But Redding’s version of 
the incident as related in Washing- 
ton, D. C., varied greatly from the 
truth, says Clete Roberts, Club 
prexy, hence the second blast This 
time letters were sent to all hands 
again, plus the National Press Club, 
National Assn. of Broadcasters, etc. 

Redding was distantly quoted as 
saying the radio boys got it all 
wrong. They were given the oppor- 
tunity to tape-record, as requested, 
at the regular press session, he says, 
and that newscasters boycotted the 
conference, with radioites reported- 
ly stating they could not inconven- 
ience engineers. All that’s denied 
by the newscasters. They got their 
first offer of simultaneous coverage 
of the daily press after their com- 
plaint had been aired to the trade 
press. They did not insist on a sepa- 
rate radio interview, nor did they 
boycott it. They were just told too 
late that they were welcome. 

Letter from Roberts states: “Mr. 
Redding’s attempt to squirm out 
from under the consequences of his 
own shortsightedness by giving the 
lie to the radio news men of Los 
Angeles is characteristic of the deal- 
ings we had with him. In view of 
the unanimity of radio newsmen 
here on what Mr, Redding originally 
said—as against what he now wishes 
he had said—there seems little point 
in underscoring the matter. Ob- 
viously, James Roosevelt and the 
state publicity director, James Dag- 
gett, would have had little reason 
to apologize for the arrangements 
made by Mr. Redding if some breach 


of journalistic etiquette had not 
been involved. In referring to Mr. 
Redding’s subsequent statements in 
Washington in which he asserted 
that radio was welcome to record 
the actual press conference, it should 
be pointed out that this belated of- 
fer to radio newsmen was made in 
a series of hurried telephone calls 





a few hours before the press con- 
| ference and only after our organiza- 
ition’s letter of protest had been re- 
|ceived by Mr. Redding and released 
'to the trade press.” 


Richards’ Station Brass 
Set Policy in Coast Huddle 


| Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
Meeting of the brass of G. A. 
| Richards’ three stations, WJR, De- 
| troit, WGAR, Cleveland, and KMPC, 
| Hollywood, is being held here this 
|week to review policies and set 
plans for the coming year. 

Attending are Harry Wismer, as- 
jsistant to Richards; Conrad Noll, 
| operating manager of WJR; John 
| Patt, v-p and g.m. of WGAR, and his 
| assistant, Carl George; P. H. Thomas, 
|secretary-treasurer of WGAR and 
| WJR, and R. Morris Pierce, v-p in 
\charge of engineering of the trio, 
| plus KMPC toppers here, including 
Bob Reynolds, v-p and g.m. 


It’s NBC Clinic Time 


Series of New York, Chicago and 
Hollywood clinics is again being set 
up by NBC for affiliate station per- 
sonnel. 

Initial clinics will be held in Man- 








“hattan, Feb. 9, 10 and 11, with af- 


filiate program managers to meet on 
the opening day with Ken R. Dyke, 
NBC’s exec program veepee. Pro- 
motion men will meet with Jim Nel- 
son, web’s top promotion man, on 
the second day. Third day will be 
given over to the publicity men, 
meeting With Syd Eiges, and to the 
engineers. 
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semi-professionals) represented any- 
thing but hit-and-miss preparation. 
It showed, too, an appreciation of 
the wider scope tele can ag Sion 
talent development programs, - 
ticularly as revealed In the expert 
closeup camera shots of hoofing, 
mimicry, etc. 

Show has sufficient novelty to 
heighten audience interest, such as 
the on-the-spot vote for favorite 
contestants (via audience telephonic 
participation in the four: cities), plus 
on-the-spot commitments for profes- 
gional engagements (Kermit Bloom- 
garden, the legit producer, for ex- 
ample, calling up within 10 minutes 
after a trio’s turn te wrap up & 
deal). i 

If there are criticisms of the ini- 
tial show they’re in a mmor key, 
and oddly eno stemming chiefly 
from the “stri pro” participants, 
such as Warren Sweeney, the an- 

ouncer, and Ted Mack, the emcee. 

ere seemed little excuse for Swee- 
ney doing the commercials from @ 
script, while Mack, although not 
overdoing the gab and always at 
ease, nevertheless seemed to lack 
distinct personality. be 

™, one instance a participant, a 
singer from ~ Philadelphia, was 
brought on, and after a few bars 
was so noticeably bad that he was 

anked and told to come back later. 

hether it was an unblushing error 
on the part of the auditioning boys, 
or the buildup for a running gag 
with the guy reprising the routine 
for weekly laughs wasn’t made quite 
clear to the viewer. s 

Commercials were anything but 
amateurish, cued to the current se- 

ies of K-F cash prize contesis (with 
Boss Man Frazer himself making the 
initial ear award before the tele 
cameras), and a plug neatly integrat- 
ed into a contestant-emcee — 

ose. 





HARADE QUIZ 

ov Minna Bess Lewis, Herb Pe- 
lesie, Bob Shepard, Elfen Fi . 
Sandra Ree, Allan Frank, Richard 
Seff, Johnny Foster; Bill Slater, 
emcee 


WABD-DuMont, N. Y. 

Television broadcasters have long 
been flirting with various methods of 
using the common, living-room style 

charades on video. “Charade 
Quin” packaged by Telamuse Corp., | 


Centinued from page 77 





er Tele Reviews 


it was. among 
the crowd and exvited youngsters 
don’t stay in their seats. Result was 
that not only the lens but also the 
announcer was barred from some of 
the finishes. Switch to the second 
camera was easy enough but this 
still left the announcer on a limb. 


A couple of points thi. meet 
brought out was that announcers 
will help generate audience interest 
if they mention the pool record for 
each event as it comes along. Also 
when they get to the diving they let 
the pool p.a. system announce the 
contestant and dive. Otherwise 
there’s to much confusing talk. 
Plenty of time for the station man 
to embroider the meet announcer’s 
bare facts, anyway. In a duel meet 
each man performs three compul- 
sory and five optional dives. For 
this occasion there were three con- 
testants with their gymnastics neat 
if not always brilliant. 
Trouble with battling Yale in a 
pool is to dig up some real opposi- 
tion. The New Haven school hung 
up the amazing record of 180 suc- 
cessive duel meet victories and al- 
though that string is no more Yale’s 
navy remains a tough one to sink. 
Penn only won two firsts in absorb- 
ing a 55-20 defeat but they were 
two good ones, the 100 and the 400- 
yard relay. DeForest, of Penn, went 
into the final turn of the 100 trailing 
but banked himself off the wall with 
such a solid push as to win by a 
bare touch in 53.3. That’s good time 
but far from unusual in a day when 
those who can’t break 52 are asked 
to swim along the edge of the pool. 
Penn's regulation four-lane tank 
(75x25) has room for about 1,000 
spectators and was announced to be 
around three quarters filled. Such 
swim meets should- fit into televi- 
sion’s sports schedules successfully 
with those in charge learning how 
best to handle them as they go 


op 
Chi’s WBKB Racks Up 
+. 
Spot Coverage of Major 
. . > 
Disaster in Video ‘First 
Chicago, Jan. 20. 

Important first in spot coverage 
of a disaster was chalked up by 
Chi tele last Thursday (15) when 
WBKB cameras focused on firemen 
clearing debris at the scene of a 
gas explosion. The explosion snuffed 
out five lives, shearing away one 
wall of a four-story building occu- 
pied by a furniture company. 

At 4:30 p.m., about three and a 
half hours after the blast, a mobile 
unit was ready to send pictures, but 
WBKB director Bill Eddy decided 
not to interrupt a children’s pro- 
gram in progress. The kid show was 
cut short at 450. Transmission of 
disaster shots followed for five 
hours. 


Two image orthicons were used, 
one on the roof of a filling station 
opposite the wrecked building and 
the other on top of the mobile unit 
truck. Telephoto lens picked up 
firemen hacking a peephole in wall 
in their search for survivors. Another 
shot caught the removal of a sur- 
vivor, Three announcers interviewed 
civic officials and relatives of vic- 
tims, in addition to news coverage. 

For five hours of viewing. pan 
shots of power shovels digging into 
splintered wreckage failed to hold 
interest. Studio interludes anc. back- 
to-the-scene switches would have 
broken the monotony. The quality 
of reporting was generally below 
that provided by radio. Such defects, 
however, are inherent in pioneering 
of any kind. The fact that WBKB 
provided 300 minutes of spot disas- 
ter coverage can be set down as an 
important milestone im the progress 
rof Chi tele. Bazxt. 





along. WPTZ did a nice job on this | 


ment of the event if they have a stop | 
watch with which to act as their } 
own timer. 

And if they ever hold the inter- | 
collegiate or A.A.U. championships 
in Madison Square Garden you'll see 
something. 


90 Video Stations 
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new indie outfit, may well be the \last week, most of them for spec- | 


answer, By combining an affable 
emcee, a stock company of actors, a 
pane) of sear eimaleks Telanaee bes 
rticipa use 
snot up with a neat little show 
that sheuld elicit plenty of viewer 
interest. Cash giveaway, of course, is 
a prime factor im the ultr: -strong 
mail pull the show is getting. 

Format is a simple one. Home 
viewers send in their ideas for cha- 
rades and any that are accepted for 
the show pay $10. Skits are then 
acted out by the stock company. If 
the panel of three experts can’t come 
up with the right answer in 90 sec- 
onds, the sender gets an additional 
$15. About $150 was handed out on 
the show’ the night caught (15), 
which probably makes “Charade 
the most generous giveaway program 
now on tele. 

Under the skillful direction of 
Telamuse’s Henry Alexandér, the 
stock company of five tyro thesps 
handled their assignments in good 
style, lending a note of ebullience 
to the show. Emcee Bill Slater, 
who’s tried his hand at various video 
productions im the last several 
months, made out better in this one 
than any of the others, with his 
sometimes corny puns not so+«ir- 

. Pitating as usual. Panel, comprising 
Minna Bess Lewis, Herb. lesie 
and Bob Shepard, seemed complete- 
ly at ease before the cameras and 
evidenced enough erudition to pro- 
vide right answers to the majority 
of the charades. : . 

Alexander’s camera direction, with 
an assist from director 
Frank Bunetta, was guilty of the 
most common video error—failure 
to cover the person speaking with 
the lens. This might have been due. 
however, to the fact that he had 
three separate areas of action to 
cover with only two sg sgt og 


YALE—PENN SWIM MEET 
70 Mins.; 3 p.m. Sat. (17) 
Sustaining 

WNBT, N.Y. 

Of a winter afternoon an Ivy 
League swim meet makes a nice 
filler for viewers. NBC delivered 
same to the Metropolitan audience 
via WPTZ, Philadelphia. 

The keener the competition the 
more interest, of course, but greatiy 
in favor of these aquatic meets, this 
one anyway, is the speed with which 


trum-scarce markets where hear- | 
ings appear necessary to weed out | 
the competition. 

Last available video slot (channel 
8) in Atlanta, was sought by Eurith 
Dickinson Rivers, Jr.. which means 
that Rivers will have to go through 
hearing if any more requests for 
Atlanta reach FCC. 

New England Television Co., new- 
comer to radio, already bidding for 
Boston and Fall River, Mass. sta- 
tions, put in a request for the No. 5 
channel in wide-open Kansas City, 
Mo. Other bidders imcluded: Lee 
Segall’s -Variety Broadcasting Co. 
(KIXL) for the No. 2 spot in Dal- 
las, and Roy Hofheinz, doing busi- 

as the Texas Television Co., for 
the No. 7 channel in Houston, and 
‘“The Friendly Group,” operators of 
WFPG, Atlantic City, late Friday 
(16) entered a bid for a commu- 
nity-sized video outlet on Atlantic 
City’s only assigned channel. 





Pittsburgh — James L. Snyder, 
from Duquesne Univ. publicity serv- 
ice, has been added to the staff of 
the KDKA news room. Bob Clay- 
ton, of WLOA in Braddock, has gone 
to WJAS as an announcer, filling 
berth left vacant by resignation of 


Roger Kelly. 


one. Viewers can help their enjoy- | 














Video Interests 


——_— Continued from page 27 = 


Par has decided to let matters ride 
for the time being. What course 
other broadcasters will take under 
similar situation hasnt yet been put 
to the test because of the newness 
of theatre tele. : 

Par Has Ambitious Plans 

Par’s action, it’s believed, may be 
based on its own plans for theatre 
tele. Company has already success- 
fully demonstrated its imtermediate 
film method of flashifg regular 
video shows on to its theatre screens 
but has not put the system into 
commercial operation yet because of 
various copyright and union prob- 
lems still to be solved. When the 
system is ready to go Par will need 
just such cooperation from broad- 
casters as it’s now offering the Pan- 
tages. It’s current mode of opera- 
tion, consequently, may help pave 
the way for an early start to- its 
theatre tele. 

Demonstrations of theatre televi- 
sion on the Coast have done more 
to awaken exhibitors to the threat 
of video than anything else to date. 
And following close on the heels of 
such showings on New Year's Day, 
theatre operators are scurrying to 
get their toes, at least, im the tele- 
door. Topper is National Theatres 
and Fox-West Coast, execs of which 
indicate that the circuit will be in 
it but good and soon, while Holly- 
wood’s Film Row continues buzzing 
wildly with talk of the new medium, 
its application and/or opposition. 





Seattle — Cliff Hanson, chief an- 
nouncer at KOMO, Seattle, has re- 
signed and will freelance. Hanson is 
also president of Seatthe AFRA local. 











Sods Wabae 


_ NBC screened the annual dinner of Washington's Touchdown Club 
Saturday night (17) from that city. It ought to prove an early lesson to 
television. It has always been one that radio failed to learn. 

The point is that these sports gatherings are better left alone. The 
reason is that the local talent’is seldom, if ever, either verbally fancy or 
funny and there’s never enough professional talent around to save the 
night. Besides, the informality of these stag affairs ofien leads to pro- 
fanity which can't be cut off. The guilty party here was a veteran sports- 
caster who was audibly told he was on television before he started to 
speak. He paid it no mind. 

This affair was well on its way to being a first class stage wait until 
Harry Wismer, toastmaster, introduced Jimmy Conzelman. Recipients of 
| the gridiron awards had been as inarticulate as usual and the various 
| speakers had been dealing heavily in “locals,” so Conzelman and his 
| Chicago Cards found a ready welcome. Any consistent reader of eastern 
‘sports pages must know by now that Conzelman has worked out a regu- 
| lar routine about his football team and his family. And it’s a good mono- 








they're run off. Nine events, includ- | log if sometimes better delivered than others. This happened to be one 


ing the diving, in an hour and 10. 
minutes. That spells no waits, no! 
delays, no fuss or feathers. 

The Philly station had two cam- 
eras on the event. One was parallel 
to the course, the other behind the 
starting, or deep end. The parallel 
eamera had its troubles because al- 


} 


| and did it well. 


of James’ ordinary nights but, even so, based on what had gone before 
it didn’t seem as if anyone could follow him. Yet George Marshall did, 
The Washington Redskins owmer was on his feet more 
than a few minutes and was in turn followed by Jack Lavelle, the Notre 
Dame scout. The latter, heralded as quite a speaker, no more than got 


| started when NBC blacked out on him, calling the whole thing off after 


70 minutes. 








From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... : 


Walter Selden has checked out as casting director of Foote, Cone & 
Belding. Has story sold to Allied Artists, subsid of Monogram pix, and ig 
moving to the Coast....Columbia Pictures, now shooting “I Surrender, 
Dear,” will use Jack Eigen at the lounge Mar. 1 for one sequence 
on a N. Y. disk jockey....Girl borm to Mrs. Osear Katz, wife of the CBS 
researcher....Norman Brokenshire in Washington Jan. 31 to speak at the 
anniversary of the founding of Alcoholics Anonymous....Nancy Ranson, 
wife of Jo Ranson, WHN publicity chief, will have a “one-man show” at 
the George Binet Gallery for three weeks starting Saturday (24). Feature 
portraits will include one of hubby....ABC peddling the Henry Burbig 
comedy show (with Margo Lee as femme stooge) around the agencies. .., 
Mutual’s’ revived “True or False” is looking for a new quizmaster. Bill 
Slater checked off because of other commitments....Lorraine Sherwood 
celebrates her tenth anni on WOR's “Going Places” next Sunday (25).... 
Lanny Ross cut an audition show with an audience participation angle 
for ABC last week. Web may give him a sustaining spot following his 
current vaude tour....Lester Gottlieb postcards from New Orleans that 
the street car is still running. 


All of the quizees on Jack Barry’s “Daily Dilemmas” today (Wed.) on 
WOR will be Manhattan disk jockeys, in there plugging their big benefit 
show at the Met Opera House next Sunday (25)....ABC program veepee 
“Bud” Barry mysterious about a “big thing,” to wit, an hour-long show, 
he’s thinking about slotting in the “Sunday Evening Hour” spot starting 
Feb. 1. May hop to the Coast to wrap up deal....Charles S. Webster 
added to “Stramge Romance of Evelyn Winters.” Jeanette Dowling new 
to “Romance of Helen Trent.” Ivor Francis, Cliff Carpenter and Kath- 
erine Emmet added to “Just Plain Bill.” Lyle Sudrow, Martin Wolfson and 
Rene Gekiere into the “Front Page Farrell” cast.... Arnold Moss, finished 
with his stint in Rita Hayworth’s “Loves of Carmen,” heading home to old 
N. ¥. radio haunts. 


Bafe Blau’s script, “The Line Is Dead,” which was heara on “Murder 
at Midnight” and “Stars Over Hollywood,” was adapted mto a three-act 
stage play by the dramatic group at Bowling Green Univ., in Ohio.... 
Art Holch, Chicago writer, has joined the NBC news and special events 
staff in New York....Virginia Grace has joined the writing staff of the 
Margaret Arlen series on CBS. ...William Rafael is with the ABC writ- 
ing staff, concentrating om documentaries and news shows....After more 
than a year’s efforts by the Radio Writers Guild grievance committee, 
Daisy Amoury was paid a dispu’ed $250 seript fee by the Buchanan 
agency....Phyllis Jeanne Creore has been cast for a running part in 
“Front Page Farrell.” She's continuing the commercials on the Knox Hat 
television series from Madison Square Garden and the narration and 
dubbing on a Hollywood-made commercial film for Armour... .Ra-Best 
Features, new package outfit, has acquired the right to six Kelley Roos 
comedy whodunits, and will peddle them as a half-heur series, with a 
$4,000 price tag....Ethel Colby has replaced her husband, Julius, on 
WMCA’s RKO “Miss Hollywood” daily program. This is not a new trend 
for Mrs. Colby. She had replaced her husband as drama and motion pic- 
ture reviewer for the New York Journal of Commerce, eight years ago, 
when he left the newspaper for a fling in radio.. Morris Novik on vaca- 
tion-biz trip to Havana, wih return stopoff fn Miami scheduled for AFL 
exec board meeting 

Herald-Trib’s new “Quizdown” on WMCA isn't the first airer to get 
active cooperation of the N.Y. Board of Education, sez WQXR, pointing 
to its three-year-old “Youth Forum”....C. L. MacNelly, ex-Doherty, Clif- 
ford & Shenfield, has joined Pedlar & Ryan as an assistant account exec. ... 
James C. Douglass has been brought in from Colgate’s radio office in 
Sydney, Australia, which he managed. to be radio coordinator_of the 
company’s foreign dept. in N.Y..... Ward Wilson, WHN sports commenta- 
tor and comic, honeymooning with Kay Loring of ‘stage and radio.... 
George Hamilton Combs’ cross-the-board news stint on WHN has been 
shifted from evening to daytime since his return from Europe. ...Helbros 
Watches, which has picked up the mb on Mutual's “Quick as a Flash” 
for five years running, signed last week for three more years. 


IN HOLLYWOOD .... 


It’s of rare vintage when a picture star wants to do something on radio 
besides act and the “what else” that interests Robert Montgomery is com- 
menting on the news. So to this end Bill Lawrence cut a platter with 
him for an imterested Chicago agency, which is said to have an interested 
client, which makes it interesting all around ...Frank Woodruff, whe 
deserted direction of Lux Radio Theatre for pictures and after the war 
returned as director of The Camay Show, has moved into the Lennen & 
Mitchell agency as assistant to Mann Holiner....Lathrop Mack turned in 
his resignation after two years as spot sales manager on the Coast for NBC 

..-While down New Orleans way Edgar Bergen will take his troupe 
over to the leper colony for his second call on the inmates. Last time he 
was there he remarked that he had never played to a more appreciative 
audience....Memo to the N.Y. office: check Sidney Strotz and Norman 
Blackburn on the score pad of their Pasadena-to-Chicago gin game aboard 
The Chief....Pencilled date for takeoff of Dinah Shore-Harry James 
entry for Philip Morris is now Feb. 13....Mac Benoff, who turned from 
acting to gag writing, now wants to merge the two talents in a r ew comedy 
piece snaking out of his typewriter called “Sam Pilgrim's Progress.” Sit- 
u_tions are built around a Manhattan cab driver... .Rochester’s hosses are 
paying off with fancy prices at Santa Anita but the other radio stables 
are still trying to pay off the feed bill. 

_ Bob Wolfe and Ian Smith of the Kenyon & Eckhardt forces back east 
in town te work up some new ideas for Mark Warnow’s Borden musical. 
Not that the client is unhappy but an improvement in the show and rat- 
ing would not be sneered at....Hal Peary passed a quarter of a century 
in radio with last week's airing of “Great Gildersleeve”....Jimmie Fidler 
got himself jammed up with his “man of the week” by putting out the 
unverified news that a victim of leukemia, since “cured,” was now offering 
his blood to other sufferers. It later developed, after a flood of mail, that 
Fidler had been “taken in” and was forced to send out apologies to those 
who had written in from all over the country... Medical science knows of 


no cure for leukemia which Fidler could have found out by checking any 
medico 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Warren G. Nelsen, former sales manager of WAAF. has joined the 
station rep firm of George P. Hollingbery....New WBBM series will be 
built around Myrus the Mindreader, if satisfactory format is worked out 
my . Westinghouse order of 60-minute “Symphonic Hour” six nights a week 
on WGNB is the biggest time sale on Chi FM to date... Joe Kelly, quiz- 
master of the Q.K.’s, will unree!l stories for moppets on a new transcribed 
series packaged by Green Associates....Marvin Rosene, v.p. of WQUA, 
Moline, Ill., takes over as general manager of WKTY, La Crosse, Wis., 
Feb. 2. WKTY tecoff is set for late March....Jimmy Cominos, LeVally’s 
radio director, biz tripping to Hollywood... .Prize-winning seript on Jan. 
21 airing of “Dr. Christian” was written by Harrison Bingham, of Evans- 
ton, Ill.....Nelson Boswell, formerly with the Sunbeam Corp., has joined 
WBBWM’s sales force....Franklyn MacCormack doing his first disk show 
Since 1932, “Record Preview,” on WIND... Patsy Lee, “Breakfast Club” 
chirp, will return home to Vakland, Cal, for two weeks, recuperating from 
her recent bout with pneumonia. B.C.’s Sam Cowling meanwhile is 
stricken with hives....Announcer Sid Mandel described hi; sensations 
while donating bleod to a civilian blood bank last week via WKAN, 
Kankakee, Il. 
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Record Companies Mull 
Vocal Disks But Fear Reprisals 





Major recording companies have ¢ 


been considering the making nad 
vocal recordings, but there are many 
angles of such an eventual move 
which must be gone into deeply be- 
fore a decision is reached. Primary 
item, at least as far as RCA-Victor 
and Columbia Records are con- | 
cerned, is the fate of talks between | 
the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians and radio networks over the 
renewal or reneging on a new radio 
contract as of Feb. 1 and the effect 
any result will have on Victor and 
Columbia, subsids of NBC and CBS 
pes. 

Execs of both firms feel that in 
the event a radio strike is called, 
and is not settled for a while, they 
will be hamstrung in so far as cut- 
ting disks with vocalists are con- 
cerned. Execs of either net wouldn't 
allow cutting in that event since 
such a move might only serve to! 
antagonize the AFM and lengthen | 
settlement negotiations. 

As for Decca, Capitol, Mercury 
and the other firms which are not | 
affiliated with radio interests, and 
haven't those worries, there's still 
the possibility of another sort of re- 
taliation in the event any went in 
for vocal disks. In many cases the 
supervisors of recording in these 
firms are AFM members and to be- 
come involved with recording in 
violation of the AFM’s ban would 
bring retaliation on them. They 
know that the Taft-Hartley Act is 
a protective cloak for them in such 
an eventuality, but the habit of fear- 
ing the AFM is strong. 

Many indie recording companies 
of small calibre, which were not able 
to lay in much of a stock of masters 
before the Jan. 1 disk ban and there- 
fore are facing shutdown, are plan- 
ning to argue with the AFM. They 
figure on making new masters as 
soon as they feel it necessary, using 
vocal groups, harmonicas, and any- 
thing else that might produce a 
musical note. It’s possible that some 
will go for non-union musicians. 

Indies planning such moves are 
not at all bashful about stating their 
purpose, pointing out that it must 
be done as a means of staying in biz. 
They cannot hope to compete with 
the huge backlogs of masters piled 
up by the majors involving top songs 
by major publishers, and their only 
salvation is to try for the unusual 
via voices, ete. 


Gillespie Band 
To Great Britain 


Dizzy Gillespie's orchestra, which 
left New York Friday (16) for six 
weeks of concert dates in Europe, is 
going to England — a rare occur- 
rence since the British Musicians 
Union has long barred U. S. bands 
from its jurisdiction. Gillespie se- 
cured permission to enter the coun- 
try. from the BMU and the Labor 
Ministry after Ted Heath, London 
bandleader has interceded for him 
on the grounds that his music was a 
new form of jazz (be-bop) and there- 
fore educational Trumpeter will 
work three days, March 2-3-4, at 
points so far unknown to him. 

British musicians have always 
barred the importation of American 
bands on the theory that such an 
occurrence would displace its own 
members from work (just as the 
AFM here bars English combos). It 
does permit a U. S. leader to enter 
and work dates supported by Eng- 
lish musicians, whom he may hire 
and rehearse in his own peculiar 
methods or style. 

Gillespie's combo consists of 16 
men and two vocalists. It is being 
taken overseas by promoter Harold 
Lundqust for one-night concert dates 
in Sweden, Czechoslovakia, Copen- 





| flatly 
‘are normally deducted after taxes 
lare paid, and not included 


| persist 
jmean that SACEM could only turn 





hagen, the U. S. zone of Germany, 
Holland, Belgium, Paris and a two- 
week stay in Switzerland. It re- 
turns to the U. S. around March 10, 
enntetely following the English 





Pale Heads Star 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
George Pale has been eiected 
President of Hollywood Star Rec- 





ords, platter outfit which markets | 
interviews with stars. 

Firm's other officers are: Howard 
Helmick, veepee; Robert D. Kirstein, 
treasurer; B. C. Prigge, secretary; 
and 





Eugene O'Brien, Universal 
Studios radio director, for three | 
years, director of artists’ activities. 


SACEM Finds Rebellion 
Against Music Tolls 


A problem is being raised by ex- 
hibs here which degenerate 
into further headaches by extending 
to legit unless settled pronto. Claim- 
ing that they are already suffering 
from overheavy taxation, French 
exhibs are now getting their backs 
up against paying the 15% to 2% 
royalty due SACEM (local equiva- 
lent of ASCAP) which in turn, later 
rather than sooner, is turned into 
dollars for American composers. 
Several times lately film men have 
refused to pay sums, which 


may 


in the 
net figures on which the _ distrib 
share is computed. If exhibs should 
in this attitude, it would 


to the distrib to pay the music toll 


| out of their rental, roughly an aver- 


age 1%. 

Should such an attitude spread it 
would entail a complete revision of 
the provisions of international col- 
lection of music costs through local 
organizations. 


AFM Com Rule 
Rubs Agencies: 
Seek Revision 


There is increasing § agitation 
among the major band booking 
agencies for a revision of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians regu- 
lation which makes an agency re- 
sponsible for a bandleader’s guar- 
anteed salary in the event a one- 
night promoter, location op, or any 
employer runs out on a contract and 
doesn’t pay off. This ruling has 
been a thorn in the sides of the 
agencies for some time and with 
conditions as they are currently, 
with biz off ail around, the oppor- 
tunities for agencies to be stuck for 
the coin obligations of buyers to 
maestrees are legion. And the agen- 
cies would like some changes made 


Agency execs disagree with the 
rule completely if they cannot get 
it erased entirely would like a 
change in its form. They feel that 
throughout the country there are 
certain “standard” promoters with 
whom they do business with week 
in and week out. In such cases 
there is no need for them to question 
a promoter’s financial ability or in- 
tegrity and in the event one does 
find himself in a position where's 
he’s unable to pay off a bandleader 
for a contracted date, or something 
occurs to prevent him from fulfili- 
ing the contract on short notice, the 
agencies feel they shouldn't be held 
responsible. 

Agency men are of the opinion 
that the regulation was put into the 
AFM books to preclude a salesman 
recklessly doing business with un- 
knowns and fly-by-night promoters 
for the sake of a sale. And as a 
result placing artists in the position 
of risking coin. They see no rea- 
son why they should be penalized 
for the failure of dates that have 
been in operation consistently. 


Brit. Pubs Look Over 
Irish Sheet Music 
Sales Possibilities 


Dublin, Jan. 16. 

British sheet music publishers are 
showing increased interest in the 
Irish market and are scanning pos- 
sible methods of upping sales. At 
present Eire is near the bottom of 
the list as a sheet music buyer. 

Teddy Holmes, managing director 
of Chappell, Londen, has been here 
for a look-see. Reginald King, di- 
rector of Peter Maurice’s light mu- 
sic catalogue, has also been over to 
talk with young Trish composers 
about putting their work across in 
Britain. King, who directs his own 
sextext, also a guest shot from Ra- 
dio Eireann in Hospitals’ Trust 
sponsored hour. 


Springfield, O., City Council is 
considering an ordinance to license 











| juke-boxes at $40 annually. 


No Professional Courtesy, 
Sues Terpery for 73G 


Holiywood, Jan. 20. 
Joe Scandoval, who heads a small 
; combo under the monicker, Joe Nor- 
man, has entered a $75,350 suit for 
assault and battery and malicious 
prosecution against Southern Cali- 
fornia Enterprises, owners of the 
Palladium ballroom, Hollywood. 
Sandoval claims Palladium boun- 
_cers tossed him out Nov. 20 when he 
|tried to enter under the house rul- 
ing of no charge for visiting band- 
leaders. He stated that bouncers 
used brass knucks and gicked out 
two upper teeth and then had him 
pinched for drunkenness, a charge 
he beat at trial by jury Dec. 22. 





Diskers, Pubs 
Verge on Tussle 
Over Releasing 


A sharp tussle between recording 
manufacturers and music publishers 
is becoming increasingly ominous 
;over the forthcoming release of 
/tunes recorded before the Jan. 1 
;American Federation of Musicians 
|disk ban. Publishers, it seems, are 
earning the spleen of recording 
execs before the ban is a month 
old by requesting changes in re- 
lease dates of disks at a time when 
the manufacturers’ plans for record- 
ings were being worked into some 
sort of focus. 

In some cases the recording men 
had completed or were on the verge 
of completing marketing schedules 
for the long lists of disks recorded 
before Jan. 1. These lists were as- 
sembled on the basis of release pro- 
grams laid down by pubs weeks 
back and to revise them now com- 
pletely tangles anew the diskers’ 
smoothly-laid launching programs. 

As a result, the recording men 
charged with supervising the rela- 
tions with publishers so as to get 
the maximum benefit of the latter’s 
plugging of a new tune, are getting 
burned over the changes they’re be- 
ing asked to make. They are at the 
|point where it’s very probable that 
jthe original release dates observed 
j\by the publishers will be followed 
regardless of what changes the latter 
have planned. 

Too, diskers feel] that large com- 
bines are trying to take advantage 
of the situation by so arranging new 
release schedules that two cr three 
publishers under one ownership will 
dominate or almost dominate a disk 
company’s releases. For example, 
one group has asked that diskings of 
five of its songs be marketed within 
less than a twe-month period. 


Hartley Telis N_J. Fruit 
Dealers Convensh That 
Petrillo Pulled Lemon 


Atlantic City, Jan. 20. 

Acqguittal in Chicago last week of 
James C. Petrillo, president of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
|of violation of the Lea act, will have 
|no effect on the House Labor com- 
mittee’s hearing, Congressman Fred 
Hartley (R. NJ.) told a convention 
here this week. Hartley said that 
Petrillo has many good qualities and 
that his word was as good as his 
bond, but he doesn’t “understand 

















\there’s a limit in how far he can 


Zo. 
New Jersey congressman told 
delegates to the National League of 
Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Distribu- 
tors that top bandleaders would be 
summoned to Washington this week 
to tell his committee how they feel 
about the ban on making records 
and having live musicians barred 
from radio broadcasts. He hopes he 
"a some answers. 





Hartley said that as this was an 
| election year it presents a great ob- 
| Stacle to amending the Taft-Hartley 


‘law. “There is more shadow boxing 
|}going on in Congress now,” he 
|added. Incidentally, he won't run 


for election to Congress again. 





San Antonio Disk Sales up 30% 
San Antonio, Jan. 20. 
According to advices from local 
| record shops, sales have increased 
since Jan. 1.-. Local buyers are 
'making about 30% more requests 
| for particular material than before 
the new year. 





Sammy Kaye drew the biggest 
crowd at the Palace Pier, Toronto, 


|since the war years, piling up heavy 


gross of $4,800, with 2,800 people at 
$3.50 a couple. 





Diskers Refuse to Urge Changes 
~ In Anti-Trust Laws to Curb AFM 





‘Argentina Readies Big 
Int'l Composers’ Meet 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 13. 
Argentores (Argentine Authors 
and Artists Society) is busy organ- 
izing for the general convention of 
the World Confederation of Authors 





Societies, skedded to meet here next 
| April. The Federation groups to- 
igether with both dramatists and 
j composers and delegations are ex- 
pected from all over the worid 
| Spanish dramatist Jacinto Benavente 
jhas been appointed honorary chair- 
iman of the meeting. It is over 10 
years since Argentina has had a| 


} 


| full tilt to make the confab a suc- 
eer 


Meanwhile, SADAIC, the Argen- | 
|tine Composers society, is surveying | 


|with some grim looks the unfavor- 
| able balance of royalties paid and 
lreceived on music heard in this 
|country. The U. S. balance is partic- 


jularly discouraging, with over $51,- | 


1000 paid out to U. S. composers, 


balance is rather 
$5,000 paid out, against $4,000 re- 
ceived. Argentine composers receive 
most from Brazil, Uruguay and 
Mexico. 


Leeds, BMI Set 
Expanded Deal 
On Duchess Co. 


Lou Levy, head of Leeds Music 
and subsidiary companies, completed 
a deal last week wth Broadcast Music 
whereby his BMI-affiliated Duchess 
Music will undergo considerable ex- 
pansion. Levy set Duchess up as a 
BMI firm last year with the advent 
of the novelty tune “Open the Door, 
Richard” under a minimum financial 
arrangement with BMI. This pact 
expired a couple months ago and 
ever since the two principals have 
been at work negotiating a new deal 
which considerably increases the 
coin investment by both parties in 
ithe new firm over a long term. 

Expansion calls for the establish- 
ment of Chicago and Hollywood of- 
fices as well as an increase in the 
Duchess staff in New York, most of 
which had been done by the time 
the final papers were signed last 
week. Arnold Shaw, with Leeds, has 
been named a veepee of the firm, 
while Levy is president. Part of the 
arrangement with BMI for Duchess 
calls for Levy to toss into that 
catalog the properties now contained 
in various catalogs he has acquired 
in the past. They are Jimmy 
Wakely’s Mono Music, Carroll Mu- 
sic, Reis-Taylor, and Wabash Music. 
The process of listing the melodies 
contained therein as BMI property 
is now being done. 

Levy's closer relations with BMl 
via the Duchess deal has nothing to 
do with his association with the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, which is his 
major performing rights association 
Leeds Music, Peter Maurice (subsid 
of English firm), and various other 
catalogs, are all ASCAP affiliates. 


AFM Local Revealed 
As a Bankroller Of 
Lombarde Disk Show 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Los Angeles local 47 of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians last 
week was revealed to be a bank- 
roller of transcribed radio programs 
—which the AFM and of course all 
its locals banned from manufacture 
after Jan. 1 because they help put 
musicians out of work. Local 47| 
backs the Guy Lombardo orchestra 
platter show on KFI here each Sat- 
urday evening, through the Centrai 
Labor Council. 











show, but, it’s pointed out, local 47 | 
is the heaviest financial supporter | 
of the Council, pro-rata, and there- 
fore is considered as carrying the 


i 
} lent for years among recording com- 
| pany 


gathering of international personali- | 
ities, and the organizers are working 


| against $14,000 received. The British | 
better—around | 





CLC is actually the sponsor of the | 


+ Washington, Jan. 20. 


The attitude that has been preva- 


executives—a fear of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
and what in can do to them in the 


event of the latter’s dissatisfaction 
over their every move—was evident 
here last week during the House 
Labor Committee's investigation 
into James C. Petrillo and the AFM, 
Major company men flatly refused 
to openly urge amendment of anti- 
trust laws which might curb Petril- 
loss monopoly on music laber and 
| took the pessimistic view that such 
legislation would not be the answer 
to their Petrillo-sponsored head- 
aches. 

Disk executives, in gist, pointed 


out that theirs and allied industries, 
involving thousands and thousands 
‘of employees, stood to suffer Petril- 
|lo’s wrath (in the event they aided 
anti-trust legislation). They de- 
clared they would not put to a test 
protections against union coercion 
now afforded by the Taft-Hartley 
Act. 

James V. Murray, head of RCA- 
Victor, told the committee on be- 
j half of the entire recording industry 
that “The single issue is whether 
one man or one union should be 
| permitted by simple edict to put an 
jentire industry out of business. 
! About 150 small record companies 
}face slow starvation and certain 
death,” Murray said. He predicted a 
like fate for symphony orchestras, 
which recoup operating expenses 
via recordings. 

On the other hand, transcription 
executives took out after Petrillo. 
Richard Testut, of Associated Pro- 
grams and Gerald King, head of 
Standard Radio Transcriptions as- 
serted they would battle Petrille 
“to the bitter end.” Both recome- 
mended fines and/or prison sene- 
tences on union heads coercing 
members into a work or not to work 
policy. 

Murray pointed out to the com- 
mittee that it was Petrillo’s hope te 
achieve changes in the 1909 copy- 
right law which would enable him 
to collect royalties from record per- 
formances in ‘coin machines, and on 
the air. He said that in this way 
Petrillo hoped to recoup the $2,000,- 
000 lost annually by the AFM due 
to the T-H act’s barring of the for- 
mer royalty per record sold deal 
with recording eompanies. Murray 

(Continued on page 44) 


Scott Scraps Big 
Band for Quintet 


Raymond Scott is scrapping his 
big band and returning to the 
Quintet with which he originally 
achieved the success which has car- 
ried him through recent years as & 
bandleader. Smaller, more widely 
known group is how being organized 
for a Feb. 6 opening at the Rag Doll, 
Chicago. 

Scott originally formed the Quin- 
tet in the mid-30’s and, via Columbia 
recordings, reached b.o. success, He 
dropped the group later in the 30’s 
and began experimenting with 
larger bands, for a while conducting 
a house organization at CBS in New 
York. Later he took a full-sized crew 
on. the road and hasn’t been nearer 
New York with it than Pittsburgh. 
Apparently during this period he re- 
ceived a lot of requests for the 
smaller, better known group and 
some patrons even believed that he 
still was using the Quintet. New 
one actually will be made up of five 
men, himself and vocalist, seven 
people in all 
In addition to the requests for the 
smaller group, Seott was influenced 
toward its reformation by the heavy 
costs of operating a full-sized band 
on the read. 


McConkey to Expand 
Chicago, Jan. 20. 
Mack McConkey, prexy McCon- 
key agency, is here from Kansas 
City, to look over proposed expan- 
sion of firm. Although no definite 
appointments made, or cities as- 
signed, it is believed Andy Ander- 
son, now with Chi office, will head 
Dallas setup, and another branch 
will be established at Richmond, 
Va. 
Meanwhile, Dick Stern, local 
booker on medical leave from Mc- 
Conkey, is touring south, with eye 


























doled for Lombardo’s transcriptions. 


heavier portion of the coin send bao finding possible site for 


Florida or Cuban department. 
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HIS IS HAWTHORNE 
With Jim Hawthorne ; 
30 Mins.; 10:30 p.m., Mon.-thru-Sat. 
ticipating 
exLA. Pasadena and KRNO, San 
Bernardino, Cal. 
This is “anything and everything,” 
and by any other names would still 
pe pretty far removed from a disk 
jockey show as known today. Of 
all the pixilated pot pourri, adenoidal 
Hawthorne’s show must take the 
proverbial cake. He outdoes all the | 
Godfreys and Grays, lifting as he 
does from every style and device | 
used, while also improvising his 





Disk Jockey Reviews 





own. Actually, a stranger to him 
accidentally tuning in could not be- | 
lieve his ears. There's nothing quite | 
like Hawthorne's ‘thing’” anywhere | 
else in radio — or, possibly, this | 
world. It’s not certain that it is! 
radio—but, it is getting fans, mail, ! 
sponsors and just recently added 
another indie station for dualing. 
As often as not he comes on un- 
announced; it’s just there. 

In his half hour Hawthorne man- 
ages to squeeze in four disks. They 
are of the sort that all pop jockeys 
abhor and avoid. A sample session 
may contain a Tibetan dirge, a plate- 
ful of completely cacophonous sound 
effects, a travestied aria or an off- 
off label novelty heard nowhere 
else. They are spiked with gags of | 
uncertain quality, conversational | 
asides with helpers, visitors and lis- 
teners; voice impersonations; com- 
pletely off key accompaniment of 
disks by voice and invented screw- | 
ball “instruments” (duolika), double | 
talk monologues, 
speed-ups and slowdowns of disks, | 
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Latin pion eptoner. And the gen- 
tleman has a flair—and an accent— 
that makes for good entertainment. 
_ Ravell, a native of Buenos Aires, 
is m.c., host and rhumba pro at 
the Embassy nitery and through this 
connection is no stranger to ila- 
delphians. It also helps him to a 
wide segment of listeners, 

Platters’ pace is good, and the 
script contains clever lines and the 
type of chatter that goes over well 
with rhumba fans and the lovers of 


| Latin-American tunes. Only flaw in 


Ravell’s presentation is that he 
sounds too much like he was reading 
a script. More informality in his 
speech would help considerably. 
Show written and produced by 
Milton Shapiro is aig indie pro- 
duced package on Philly airwaves. 
A good bet. Shal. 


1@ O'CLOCK TUNES 
With Fran Pettay : ° 
30 Mins.; Mon. thru Friday, 10 p.m. 
Cleveland Electric IMuminating Co. 
WHK, Cleveland 

(D’Arcy) 

Light, easy-to-listen-to tunes are 
used exclusively on this recorded 
program. A minimum of voice and 
the shortest possible commercials 
also feature the spinning. 

Opening note is a time signal, a 
means of bringing in the electrical 
angle of the CEL 

Fran Pettay does a nice job of 
twirling the platters. His unusual 
gimmick is that he does not an- 
nounce titles, but only the perform- 
ers, and disks are played three in a 


an asset in any platter stanza. A 


Pubs Face Possible 
Lithographers Strike 


Possibility that the production of 
sheet music, orchestrations, etc.—the 
life blood of the New York music 
publishing industry—would be cut off 
this week due to a strike of litho- 
graphers, is at least temporarily 
averted, Lithographers union reps 
met with heads of the National 
Music Printers and Allied Trades 


Assn. in N. Y. Monday (19) and the 
two remained in a huddle until mid- 
|night endeavoring to resolve the 


| lithographers demands for a _ sub- 
stantial pay increase and other 
benefits. 


Meet was to have been followed 
yesterday (Tuesday) morning by a 
| Strike vote by the lithographers, but 
isince the Monday meet made prog- 
| ress and was not ended (another 
| will occur later this week) the strike 
}meeting was not called. 








Mercury in Clear 


On Royalty Debts 


Mercury Records is completely in 





the clear insofar as mechanical roy- 
alties to music publishers enter its 
picture. 
l edly cleaned up the last of its de- 





financial Company assert- 


interruptions, | row without dialogue interruptions, |}ayeq obligations early last week via 
1 : 


} 


sponsor and listener joshing, gag | in all, the show makes for pleasawt |Payment of $39,000 to Harry Fox, 


mail readings, etc. In short, he’s} 
the answer to how different can one | 
get as he and a hep engineer-enter- | 
tainer, who shares the commercial 
take, ad lib. Hurl. 


RHUMBA WITH RAVELL 
With Nicolai Ravell 
Writer-Producer: Milton Shapiro 
30 Mins.; Sun., 12:30 p.m. 


Sustaining 
WIP, Philadelphia 
This new disk jockey show 


featuring authentic Latin-American 
rhythms is unique in that it brings 
before the mike this city’s only 


Needle Points 


London Records imported by plane 
fyom England last weekend 24,000 
records of Gracie Fields’ version of 
“Now Is The Hour.” Disk is big in 
the middlewest . . . Melodee Records 
reduces prices of its kid albums, ef- 
fective Feb. 1, when it releases 
“Freedom Songs” and “Songs Chil- 
dren Love.” ... George Engles, Jr., 
and Ernie Gallet co-wrote “If You 
Need Me,” which Regent releases 
this month with Beverly White on 
the vocal . . . National Records cut 
12 sides with Una Mae Carlisle just 
before recording ban became effec- 
tive. . . . Kelly Camarata, London 
Records’ radio exploiteer, leaves 
next week on a business tour along 
the east coast, south and southwest. 
. Esey Morales’ instrumental 
novelty “Jungle Fantasy” (Rain- 
bow), has within a couple weeks 
reached a claimed 240,000-sale mark. 
Artist is a brother of Noro Morales. 

Decca made an album on the 
Coast, just prior to the disk ban, 
with Robert Mitchum .... Sydney 
Mills signed management pact with 
Beale Street Boys, M-G-M artists 
....J3, C. Marden was named v.p. of 
RCA-Victor distributing organiza- 
tion last week. 

Decca Records releasing Connee 
Boswell's disking of “You Were 
Meant Fer Me” to coincide with the 
film of the’ same name....Manie 
Sachs and Mitch Ayres of Columbia 
Records to Chi for coin operators 
convention....Tommy Dorsey and 
Paul Whiteman will exchange guest 
shots on respective transcribed disk 
jockey shows....Rainbow Record’s 
‘ungle Fantasy” disk claimed to have 
gone 261,000 in two weeks... . Victor 
Records reissuing Fats Waller's 
“Ooh Looka There, Ain't She Pret- 
ty?”; Columbia getting out Tiny 
Hill's old version of “Four Leaf 
Clover”....RCA-Victor launched 


system of merit awards for plant 
workers, 


Geo. Paxton’s MCA Pact 


_ George Paxton’s orchestra has 
been signed to a term deal by Music 
Corp. ef America. Band is now at 
the Areadia New York, 
&nd is with M-G-M Records, for 
which it cut 24 sides before the Jan. 
1 disking ban applied by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians. 








evening listening. Mark. 





KEYBOARD PROFESSOR 
With William Lang 
Director: Newt Stammer 
Producer: Ray Katz 

15 Mins.; Mon. thru Fri., 7 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WHN, N. ¥. 

The boys in the backroom who 
long for the good old days will get 
a kick out of this airer. “Keyboard 
Professor” is a pseudonym for a disk 
jockey with a flair for nostalgia and 
a library of antique platters dating 
back to the 1920's. The recordings 
are thin and scratchy, but for those 
in whom they pluck a memory chord 
such minor details won’t matter. Wil- 
liam Lang handles the chatter in 
appropriate style with voice and 
comments befitting to a barfly philos- 
opher. 

On the preem stanza, Lang played 
an old record by Al Jolson, “I’ve Got 
My Captain Working for Me Now”: 
a dance tune by the then highly 
touted Isham Jones orchestra that 
sounded pre-historte, and one ever- 
green ballad rendered by the Irish 
tenor John MacCormack. In between 
the platters and the chatter, Herbert 
Marks makes with the piano like 
those extinct pianolas. 


;publisher collector, and owes only | 


|the final quarter of ‘47, which isn’t 
j}due until Feb. 15. 


|} Mercury had been in the same 
|boat with Signature, Majestic, Mu- 
|sicraft and others who currently or 
lat various times past have been in 
jarrears to publishers. In addition, it's 
|asserted that Mercury is now in a 
state where its entire operation is in 
the black. A financial statement for 
‘47 is said to show a fair profit, but 
that’s not confirmed. 


Majestic Records, on the other 
hand, for example, is not in too 
good shape. And it’s possible that 
sometime in the near future the cur- 
rent set-up which finds the record- 
}ing branch and the parent radio and 
tele manufacturing company all one 
entity, will be split up, the recording 
division operating separately. 

Musicraft’s record men assert as- 
sets of $1,250,000, including some 
$475,000 in accounts receivable (dis- 
tribs still. don't pay their bills) the 
remainder consisting of equipment. 
Against this there’s a total of some 
$200,053 in debts. 








| Violin”; 











Johnny Mercer and King Cole 
Trio—“My Baby Likes to Be-Bop.”- 
“You Can’t Make Money Dreamin’” 
(Capitol). Teaming up of the Nat 
Cole and the Mercer personalities 
makes this quite promising. “Be- 
hop” blends ’em in a scat passage 
competish. All six sentimental pieces 
and the rhythm ballad on the re- 
verse perks with a shade of humor 
reminscent of more than one oldtime 
vaude team. 

Dick Haymes—“At a Candle Light 
Cafe,"-When a Gypsy Plays His 
“The Treasure of Sierra 





My Favorite Five 
By STAN GEE 
WGAR, Cleveland 
“Sing, Sing, Sing” (Benny 
Goodman), 
“I Can't Get Started With You” 
(Bunny Berigan). 
“Body and Soul” 
Hawkins). 
“Bijou” «(Woody Herman). 
Happiness Is a Thing Called 
Joe” (Woody Herman-Frances 
Wayne). 





(Coleman 








!Madre,”-“Little White Lies”; “Your 
|Kiss,”-“What'll I Do?” (Decca). 
| Hay mes may be running a little late 
away from the post on “Candle 


\difficulty in catching up with the 
competish. All siv sentimental pieces 
go well with the Haymes manner, 
but the number in which his phras- 
}ing seems extra lush is Alfred New- 
|man-Frank Loesser’s “Your Kiss.” 
It’s one of those groovings that could 
take a spiral. 

Tony Martin—“Fools Rush In,”- 
“My Next Romance” (Decca). Mar- 
tin’s pipes build a sweet case around 
“Fools,” showing off his meticulous 
ease in dramatizing a lyric that 
should figure this one as a good 
nickelodeon bet and counter item. 
“Romance” contains just enough 
lightness and hop for contrast. 


Buddy Clark and Xavier Cugat— 
“Youn Don’t Have to Know the 
Language,”-“An Old Sombrero” 
(Columbia). Cugat’s lush rhythmic 
background helps Clark in a big 
way to lift “Language” into the like- 
ly hit brackets. It’s solid juke fare, 
and the jocks will tag it for the fast 
tempo slots. The off-the-shelf “Som- 
brero” may fit in with the other 
side’s local color but it’s not top 
register Clark or native Cugat. 

Bing Crosby and the Andrew Sis- 
ters—“You Don’t Have to Know the 
Language,” “Apalachicola” (Decca). 








spetetcle 


1. BALLERINA (9) (Jefferson) 


= 


NOW IS THE HOUR (Leeds) 


PASS PEACE PIPE (Chappell) .. 


GONNA GET A GIRL (Miller) .. 


THOSE THINGS MONEY CAN'T 


SHINE (Shapire-B) ........... 





Paxton had been with Associated 
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Best 


2. GOLDEN EARRINGS (4) (Paramount) 


data cio: = 


‘ 7 en 
Sellers on Coin-Machines 
§ Vaughn Monroe............Victor 
pee. ae aca Ma, sansa 


FORGE TAB... tre beicae «++...Capitol 
Dinah Shore...........-Columbia 


Week of Jan. 17 





-M-G-M 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By Ben Bodec 


Light” and “Sierra” but he'll find no 


FOUR LEAF CLOVER (Remick) ..... 


’M MY OWN GRANDPAW (General) 


HOW LUCKY YOU ARE (Maurice) 


FELLOW NEEDS A GIRL (Williamson) 


YOUR RED WAGON (Leeds) .. ..... 2.66. cece cece cence nsec eeeenes 


POPPA WON'T YOU DANCE (Morris) ......... oscene ovcess- 
[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.] 
FOF ESO POPES ESOSESSSEEESSE ESOS SED FESS EEEEEE SFE OS EEF 460464606466446466464 


3. TOO-FAT POLKA (8) (Shapiro-B) ..............-.........085- } priate gpm Sie hs et 
Be PNY pare #2 See {Tomy Martin... sc vccs see, letor 
5. HOW SOON (8) (Supreme) ..............00..0 00005 i di ao seri = 190 Does 
6. SERENADE OF THE BELLS (2) (Morris) ..................... ae ee 
@, CEVELIZATION (11) (Morris) ...........0......ccecceeeeeducees ; ew nbstign fe 4 Pee Rae Sa a 
Oe NO TS AOU Ce. os ces ia anis sno creedecay ase’ baomee of Min PugKeye: 
9. TWO LOVES HAVE I (1) (Miller) 2.0.2.0... 0.0 000cccccu ees ; aange esetge yea meg Oe 
40; AND DAUMEE (8) (GheGMO-B) 2.2.00. ..0ecceee cece cece see ene eee pera nen sas eer seme 


{ Art Mooney..... 
| Uptown 
{ Bing Crosby. 


Strings. 








Here's the “Language” version that 
will probably head the pack by a 
wide margin and prove smash going 
on all media, It’s got a bangup ar- 
rangement and the talent combina- 
tion overlooks no rhythmic or me- 
lodie angle. The flipover “Road to 
Rio” tune also furnishes kicks, par- 
ticularly that “off-to-Buffalo” shuffle. ° 

Skitch Henderson— ‘But None 
Like You,” “I A-Comin’ A-Courtin’ 
Corabelle” (Capitol). Seems like an 
odd mixture for the Henderson 
ganization this Ray Noble ballad and 


or- 





hillbilly burlesque. Ballad makes 
the more promising surface. Hen- 
| derson’s pianistic embellishments 
land Andy Roberts’ neat way with a 
llyric put something of a stamp on 
quality on “Like You.” 

Ella Mae Morse—‘“Early in the 


Morning,” “On the Sunny Side of the 
| Street” (Capitol). Miss Morse is 
on the exciting side. Her boogie 
beat is powerhouse whether its the 
blues-slanted “Mornihg” or the 
livelier tempoed “Street.” Dave Cav- 
anaugh is the leaderman behind her 
} with a dynamo all his own, Either 
| side is a juke special. 

| Arthur Godfrey—‘“Slap Her Down 
| Agin, Paw,” “I'd Give a Million To- 
| een” (Columbia). The God- 
|frey rep and personality may be 
| just the springboard that “Slap Her 
| Down” needs to send it on a ride. 
| Musicraft cut the hillbilly twangeroo 
with Esmeralda some months back, 
| but Columbia has propped up its 
| version with nifty production 
| touches plus the comedy infiltration 
of the male trio. which helped make 
Godfrey's “Too Fat Polka” a smash. 
Flipover side is backroom harmony, 
with Godfrey’s buzzsaw quaver sup- 
jorted by the melodic barbershop 
quarteting of the Mariners. 

Claude Thornhill — “I Remember 
Mama,” “Tell Me Why” (Columbia). 
Could be that this is the record that 
will start things buzzing for Fran 
Warren. Haunting, tender quality 
she pours over “Mama” places her 
work tops among the song stylists. 
Both are plaintive melodies, “Why” 
culled from the Broadway-bound 
“Bonanza Bound,” serves as exercise 
for the nimble piano mooning of 
Thornhill and the subdued inter- 
weaving of reeds and brass. 

Teny Pastor “The Secretary 
Song,” “I'm My Own Grandpaw.” 
Either side packs an ingratiating 
comedy wallop, but the chances are 
heavy that “Grandpaw” will Mave 
the edge on favor at the slots. Hill- 
billy ditty as done by Pastor and 
the Cloony Sisters has this ad- 
vantage over other versions: the 
clear phrasing of the lyric makes it 
easy to follow the complicated kin- 
ship. Same bright juggling of the 
verses stamps the saga of a stenog. 
“Secretary” also offers a zippy 
danceable rhythm, 

Sal Franzella Quintet — “Valse 
Bluette,’ “Yesterdays” (Majestic), 
An instrumental item that should 
get attention. Franzella’s technical 
brilliance and tonal quality makes 
either side a treat. Piano and guitar 
also get in some ingratiating licks. 


Platter Pointers 
Dizzie Gillespie's “Two Base Hit” 
and “Stay on It” (Victor) should be 
quite a picnic for the be-boppers, 
especially that bass and trumpet 
dueting on the “Two Bass” surface 
. . . Louis Jordan’s “Barnyard Boo- 
gie,’ (Decca) with the amusing 
“How Long Must I Wait” coupled, 
has a “good-seller” label written 
over it .. . Dinning Sisters (Capi- 
tol) have carved out a solid piece of 
harmony in “Melancholy” and given 
Francis Craig something to be hope- 
ful about in their version of his “Beg 
Your Pardon”... Count Basie’s or- 
chestra (Victor) offers a brace of 
nifties in the slow-paced and sweet 
“Blue and Sentimental” (Bob Bailey 
on the vocal) and the comedy-phras- 
ed blues, “Don’t You Want a Man 
Like Me?”—Jimmy Rushing doing 








ay (Gracie Fields....... b ebwesi London the wails . . Hoagy Carmichael 
( Dhesnhs  BHOG, 04s uaisasiesise Victor (Capitol), aided by the Chickadees 

ERP moe xe PSE pepe TPs TTS Bee | Kay Kyser..............Columbia gets some pleasant bounce into 
af “Gonna Get a Girl’ but his person- 

ree # Guy Lombardo........ “pos Deen ality shines much more brightly in 

Ride Tony Pastor............Columbia the semi-western rhythmie piece, 
wane Andrews Sisters.....,......Decca “The Feathery Feeling.” . . . Lionel 

: { King Cole Trio............ Capitol Hampton (Decca) projects his style 
BUY (Robbins) ......-....-.-... | Clark-Noble ............ Columbia of frantic jive in commercia) dimen- 
Per | ee ee eee ee Victor — —_ “Giddy -Up" and “Red 

‘Toran EMRE a 0c cleecic Columbia Top. eae a Tex Williams (Capitol ) 

. : goes “Spike Jones” in his version of 

ag ste AE Aes ebnCh USes Chie tak ee Frankie Laine............Mercury “Don’t Telephone—Don’t Telegraph 
j Andrews Sisie?s............ Decce {Tell a Woman)” and the chances 

1 Tony Pastor...... «+ee+--Columbia are that he has a hit... sey 

AEE RET Lewis and Guy. Lombardo (Decca 

s+ sees { Gum, Lombardo, -»..0+» --;Deces $ | Ger together for “Don't Call be Love” 


: 


and “Lei’s Be Sweethearts Again” 
and the result is above par Lom- 
bardo and just.a band singer. 
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‘One of the prettier new ballads of the day”—suisoaro * “Bound to keep phono’s hopping” —casu sox ¢ “Well! presented” —music Business 
‘A new BMI ballad, Passing Fancy, recorded for Victor by Vaughn will quickly be headed for top honors’’—RADIO BEST MAGAZINE 
‘Easy to remember...might develop into something hit-wise’’—SWLLBOARD ¢ ‘Top notch tones that add up to coin play galore’’—casn pox 


“BMI has another click on its hands in Passing Fancy’—ranio pany © “Billboard Picks” (most likely to achieve popularity)—BiLLBoaRD 


ii 
; 
} 

















A beautiful song” —#Reopit ROBBINS, WOV New Yok © “PP 





“A direct hit’ = bCHARD LIVIGNE, WHYN Holyoke, Mass. © “A new hit to please the public fancy. 


“‘More than just a Pa 


“Passing Fancy isan 


“The real thing in 





Il with. practically everyone’’—WISON SHELLEY, KRLD Dallas 





Oo 
“Music that should tak _ “ ae ssa a GM 
"Passing Fancy should be one of Vaughn Monroe’s top hits”’—NED TRUDEAU, WABY Albany ven u meee ee 
i “A sure-fire hit’’—Sit GRIFFITHS, KOL Seattle * “‘A must on any show’’—TOM LEAHY, KANS Wichita Rar eal 
i “Tune that lingers’’—Atonzo Squires, WAYS, Charlotte, N.C. © “Passing Fancy has what it takes to be a smash hit” —sHerm BOOEN, WDGY Minneapolis ~ 


“An up and coming tune’’—GENE NELSON, WLCS Baton Rouge * “Passing Fancy, super terrific’’—HAL KENNEDY and BOB ABBOTT, KSJB Jamestown, W. D. 


“With that certain something that makes for a hit” —PAUL CLARKE, WMT Cedar Rapids, ta. © “Has plenty of balladistic verve’’—Joe Coox, KDAL Duluth 


& 


‘‘Monroe’s Passing Fancy one of his best” —CHARLe PICKEL, WBIR Knoxville © “Congratulations Vaughn Monroe” —JoLty JO£ MARTIN, WNAX Yankton, $. D. 


‘ BROADCAST \) Sone com | mom 0 FIFTH’ AVENUE NEW YORK 19. N. Y 
JULIE STERN, Gen. Prot. Mar , IRVING WEISS 
NEW YORK HOLLYWOOD 
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Mex Diskers Eye Hop 
In US. Exports; Aussie 


Tooters Back Petrillo 


Washington, Jan. 20. 
Mexicans are hinting that the 
American Federation of Musicians 
recording ban will open the U. S. 


market to south of the border plat- | 


| 
| 


ters this year to a far larger extent | 


than ever before. 
One report out of Mexico, during 


the first three or four days of the | 


ban was that more than 300 Mexican 
disks had been imported into this 
country through Hidalgo, 
alone It was the first time that 
records had ever crossed the border 
through that city and was described 
as significant by Mexican sources. 


Anzacs Won't Expert Bisks 
Los Angeles, Jan. 20 
Australian musicians will back 
the no-recording edict clamped down 
by the American Federation of Mu- 


Texas, | 


sicians, Jan. 1, by refusing to make | 


recordings for export. 
was received in the U. S. last week 


This decision |! 


via Radio Australia, received at San | 
Francisco, and was the first refer- | 


ence made to the AFM’s ban by that 
country’s union tooters. 

Under ordinary 
Australian disks are not sold in this 
country. If they are, the amount is 
negligible. 


GOVT. RED TAPE BALKS 
MUSIC BIZ IN VIENNA 


Vienna, Jan. 6 

Obstacles to the export of Aus- 
trian printed sheet music are end- 
less. Not only do foreign countries 
demand special manipulations, but 
there are countless difficulties to 
overcome in Vienna itself. 

Molitor - Lyra Music Publishing 
Co. received an order from Holland, 
with stipulation that music arrive 
there before Christmas. This order 
was received well in time in Novem- 
ber. Owner told: Variety. that after 
visiting Music Publishers. Assn., 
Chamber of Commerce, Tax Office 
and again Chamber of Commerce, 
filling out scores of questionnaires, 
he was told that “everything will 
go its way.” But no permit was ever 
received, and order wasn’t filled. 


circumstances, | 


| 


| 


}operation. Jack 
isted Moss in 

ization, and 
bought out 








— RETAIL SHEET BEST SELLERS|— 





and showing 
rating for this and last week. 


VARIETY ——— 


Survey of retail sheet 
sales, based on reports obtained 
from leading stores in 10 cities, 
comparative sales 














National 
Rating 


This Last 


“How Soen” 


~ “Toe Fat Polka” 


“Civilization” 
“fll Dance at Wedding” Simon 
“And Mimi” 


“Four-Leaf Clover’.. 
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Week Ending 
Jan. 17 


~ “Serenade of the Bells”. Morris 


a rere Supreme 


“Whiffenpoof Song”... Miller........... 9 _ 
“A Fellow Needs Girl’. Williamson Bie os 6 
“Sone of New Orleans” Simon 























“The Stars Remember”. Witmark PS 8 
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Kearny, Heicklin Carry 
On Harry Moss Agcy. 


Harry 
| begun more than a year 
‘late Harry Moss, 


Moss 


Manie 
the 


ago by the} 


have | 
of Moss’ | 


| Two Youths Nabbed In 


| Chicago, Jan. 20. 

| Two Gary, Ind., youths were ar- 
rested in their homes last week fol- 
| lowing the theft of 
equipment from the 
Theft 


clothes and 


Lionel Hampton orchestra. 


'family and will continue to run it|gagement at the Mir-A-Mar Ball- 
themselves. 


| 


Moss 


curred during his sleep. 


died 


| room in Gary. 


| Looting of Hampton Band | 


‘Spine Ailment May 


Arnett Cobb, tenor leader of a 


ismall combo that has been encoun- 


instruments | tering unusually good b.o. success | 


since Cobb left the Lionel Hampton 
orchestra, may be forced out of the 
business. He has an ailment of the 


| Jimmy Dorsey in Coin 
Tilt With U. of Pitt Over 


| Uniforms, Sweet Music 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 20. 

U. of Pittsburgh’s Inter-Fraternity 
Council is holding up $1,250 of 
Jimmy Dorsey’s $2,500 guarantee for 
playing annual fraternity ball here 
last month, claiming maestro didn't 
live up to several terms of his con- 
tract. School itself is said to be 
yacking committee’s stand in refus- 
ing to shell out the dough 
Inter-Fraternity 


a cS 


| 


According to 


roup, Dorsey had promised to have 
) outfit dressed formal since this 
\ e a strictly formal fT 
I he and his men all showed 
up wearing sports clothe: Also 
Do: y was asked to go ea rf 
1 d emphasize sweet n ft 
€ gnored the request k 
it’s contended 


didn’t bring ( 
orch to town in toto but had to 
‘ruit several local musicians to fill 
in for him at the last minute. 


and leadet 


| Informed ahead of time that it 
| Was against union rules to include a 
formal-dress stipulation in contracts 
the Inter-Fraternity Couricil got it 
written in a letter, and it claims 
that’s just as binding as the contract 
itself Half of Dorsey’s $2,500 fee 

paid in advance, and the ot 
half the committee says he can } 
try and get 

U. of Pitt. on ‘Unfair List’ 

American Federation of Mu 
placed the U. of Pittsburgh 


he unions’ “unfair list” for f: ‘ 
to pay Jimmy Dorsey the remainder 
of a $2,500 salary due him for a Gne- 


nighter at the school. This action 


b be Iw as taken pending final adjudication 
Force Cobb S Retirement of Dorsey’s complaint to the AFM 


over the school’s withholding of his 
coin “Unfair” label means the 
school will be unable in the future 
t hire an AFM orchestra. 

Dorsey asserts that the school’s 
demand that his musicians wear 


took place Saturday (10) while the |spine which has already caused the tuxedos on the date was not re- 
band was playing a one-night en- |cancellation of six weeks of dates layed to him by the middle man 


| beginning the past Sunday (18) and | ‘(Bob Bundy), who booked the date 


Police recovered all belongings | 
York, of a heart attack which oc- | except a $6,000 mink coat belonging | the results of which will depend his |soft music when asked, he had 


to Mrs. Hampton. 


may force him to lay off indefinitely. 
Cobb is currently going through 
extensive medical examinations on 


future. 


for him 
| Agency. 


through the Mus-Art 
As to the student com- 
mittee’s claim that he failed to play 


‘nothing to say. 














NO: 14 “PIANISSIMO'’—Vocal 


SAM 
BROWNE 


i “A TREE IN THE MEADOW" ~Vocal 


“AN OLD SOMBRERO" —Vocal 
SAM BROWNE with Bert Thompson ond his orchestra 


LIST PRICE 75¢ plus tax 


SAM 
BROWNE 





NO. 118 “MY SILENT LOVE'—Vocal 


ANNE 
SHELTON 





“YOU'VE CHANGED'’—Vocal 


ANNE SHELTON with Camorata and his orchestra 
LIST PRICE 75¢ plus tax 


“MY COUSIN LOUELLA”—Vocal 


SAM BROWNE with Bert Thompson and his orchestra 
LIST PRICE 75¢ plus tox 


“AT THE CANDLELIGHT CAFE"—Vocal 
“I'LL MAKE UP FOR EVERYTHING’—Vocal 


VERA LYNN with Bob Fornon and his orchestra 
LIST PRICE 75¢ plus tox 











KRAMER & 
WOLMER 





JANUARY RELEASES 


“BUT BEAUTIFUL—Vocal 
“BED OF ROSES"~Vocal 


LIST PRICE 75¢ plus tax 


“DICKORY DOCK —Vocal 


“BAIA” —Instrumental 
TED HEATH ond his Music 
LIST PRICE 75¢ plus tax 


JOHNNY DENIS and his Ranchers 
LIST PRICE 75¢ plus tox 


LIST PRICE 75% plus tox 


DENNY DENNIS with Stonley Black and his orchestre 


“DOWN IN DREAMY VALLEY"~Vocal 
“RAGTIME COWBOY JOE”—Vocal 


“DANISH NOOK POLKA’—Instrumental 
“CLAP HANDS POLKA’—Instrumental 


KRAMER & WOLMER—Accordions, Piano, Guitar, Bass 


; HARRY 
LESTER 





PARNELL 








1 Instrumental by RONNIE MUNRO and his orchestra 
yo. 
LIST PRICE $3.75 plus tox 


(Gilbert & 


“THE FARMYARD MELODY” Vocal 
“HEADIN’ HOME TO TEXAS” Vocal 


HARRY LESTER ond his Hayseeds 
~ LIST PRICE 75¥ plus fox 


“OLD MAN REBOP’—Instrumental 
“SWEET LORRAINE’—Vocal—Jack Parnell 


JACK PARNELL ond his Quartet 
LIST PRICE 75 plus tox 


“BLUE DANUBE” (Johann Strauss) 
AN ALBUM OF STRAUSS WALTZES 


“A WANDERING MINSTREL I” 


Sullivan) 


Mikado —Yeoman of the Guards—Gondoliers 


Instrumentals by RICHARD CREAN and his orchestra 
LIST PRICE $3.00 plus tox 





j 
; 
{ 
: 




















eee 


or 


1) 
i 


ee ee ee ee ¥ 





hn ee et ee ee 
21 gt thes idiepliensiy o 
mo é 


een 


ee 
- 


LE 
Be 


» 
a a 
arene 





I 
Sees 


te 





© 


40 ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 











JOHN HAMMOND HEADS 
MERCURY N.Y. BRANCH 


Chicago, Jan. 20. 
Mercury Record Corp. opened 


New York offices last week, with 
John Hammond, recently named 


vice-president, as head. Hammond 
will also be in charge of Mercury’s 
newly acquired Classical Library, 
purchased from Keynote Records. 


Hammond is now in Chicago. 





Harms Music; is priming an oldie 
by DeSylvia, Brown & Henderson. 
Tagged “Tweet Tweet.” Song is 
from one of George White’s “Scan- 
dals” and is spotted in Republic’s all- 
bird film, “Bill and Coo.” 


Songwriters Sue Autry 
For Return of Tune 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

In a type of action rare among 
song writers Rose Cooper and Mar- 
tin Kotes, cleffers of oatune “Rollin’ 
| Along” have entered suit in Los An- 
geles Superior Court against Gene 
| Autry and his Western Music pub- 
bery. Pair claim that Autry bought 
ditty last March but has not lived 
| up to his agreement which called 
ifor waxing and plugging of num- 
ber by firm. 

Cooper and Kotes want copyright 
returned to them plus $25,000 dam- 
ages for loss of profits. 











Les Paul’s 1-Man Band 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Les Paul, leader of the trio of 
the same name, has come up 
with something new in disking. 
He made a master before the 
Jan. 1 ban on‘*Tecordings with 
eight instruments—and all eight 
were played by himself. And 
he did all the monitorin; him- 
self, which engineers say is im- 
possible, even after they hear 
the acetates. 


Paul’s octopus-like stunt was 
done in the usual manner of cut- 
ting one instrument into the 
master on top of the preceding 
ene, via the use of headphones. 
Some of the instruments he used 
were of his own design and 
manufacture. 
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These Great | Leceords / 


| ICHAEL 
HOAGY CARM 
PAGE CAVANAUGH TRIO 
XAVIER CUGAT 
BETTY GARRET! 
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Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


Covers Tota) 

Band Hotel Played Week on Dee 
Nat Brandwynne®* Waldorf (400; $2) .........eseesee. 1 2,125 34,475 
Frankie Carle.... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)........ 3 1,700 5,895 
Larry Clinton*... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)......... 4 1,450 5,600 
Johnny Pineapple.Lexington (300; $1-$1.50)............ 62 725 56,425 
Guy Lombardo... .Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)............ 4 2,275 31,150 
Eddy Howard*... Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)...... aor: d 1,500 1,500 


Carlos Ramirez and Estelle Sloan at Waldorf; Ice Show at New Yorker: 
Mel Torme at Commodore. / 





Chicago 
Chicago, Jan. 20. 

Murray Arnold (Empire Room, Palmer House; 550; $3.50 min.-$1 cover), 
Near zero weather better part of week froze b.o. Phil Regan drew a tidy 
3,300. 

Skitch Henderson (Boulevard Room, Stevens; 650; $3.50 min.-$1 cover), 
A few small conventions, plus Dorothy Shay maintained noble 4,000. 

Ray Morton (Mayfair Room, Blackstone; 300; $3.50 min.-$1 cover), 
Victor Borge along. Keen 1,900 covers. 

George Olsen (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach; 700; $1.50-$2.50 min.), 
Olsen and variety show; slim 3,000. 

Freddie Slack (College Inn, Sherman; 700; $2-$3.50 min.). Bonnie Baker 
replaced Nellie Lutcher Friday (16); 4,900 tabs divided. 





Los Angeles 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1.50-$2). Okay 2,000 tabs. 
Jan Garber (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). Sound enough 1,700 covers. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 
Marty Gould (Chez Paree; 550; $3.50 min.). Martin & Lewis are shining 
lights in Chi nitery picture. Very strong 5,700. 
Art Kassel (Blackhawk; 500; $2.50 min.). Okay 2,300. 
Teddy Phillips (Aragorr; $1-$1.15 adm.). Phillips keeping spot busy; 
14,000 dancers. 
Buddy Shaw (Latin Quarter; 700; $2.50 min.). Billy Vine and 40 stooges. 





‘Spot hit by cold spell. Slipped to 2,600. 


Lawrence Welk (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). Trim 13,900. 





Los Angeles 
Tex Beneke (Palladium, B, Hollywood, 4th wk.). Considering heavy 
nut, for both orchestra and operation, skid to 12,000 payees not healthy. 


ee —— 
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Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending Jan. 8) 





London, Jan. 9. 


Apple Blossom Wedding ...........5....005-- .... Connelly 
DAUD GORA 6 bao Bice b.60.008-4 Fs Ne Rte ene eet .- Dash 
OS A OOS CIN ideas casted FU CCin ds Ohba 0c tees Ascherberg 
Bal BORD 2 POG TOVOE TUNIS occkccs co ccuc svdtdoss Maurice 
Now is the Hour ...... ne i PS Py yes Se et K. Prowse 
RT et. v.6's oo 0s ho o oat mca sa bes 6 .. Southern 
he BO ds) |. wedeieen .. Ricordi 
South America .......... OP a aan mig Ge te Feldman 
Cel at FT Marry... 6 iss js Sates ackeow apes .. Berlin 
I Wonder Who’s Kissing Her Now................ . Feldman 
First Love, Last Love ..... Vp aaer el cabavds bx 44 Dash 
Tree In a Meadow........ Pe a ae ep Pay Sh ene ..Connelly 
Second 12 
And Ma Fic setseons. Care eb <éhs + Ghsdaoens Wess Connelly 
mow Wells’ ...:-cttheaseiate te Oe AR eee ee 
How Are Things in Glocca Morra...... hiss . eae de Chappell 
meray and Joh wiscicsickvacvacss ree en ee ahht ¢ mks Box & Cox 
gsarden in the RAM 4ica cocks vii ceehe o> teeta cose ies Connelly 
manger Ahead .isisdphiccdets+ igi avicdias csi 
My Desire ..... OP CEE Ey ake a pt shes Sate .... Feldman 
Hapoy Go: Lucky BOG iscissccwiicsscareas Lar pap ih es Dash 
STORY GR, late cs cs vs op ckbceastae et te ....Connelly 
| ee apo Sues 6 yas ae ON baw ERS aes > ci B. Wood 
EE OD a a. cokes pees ‘EMER TRS S eee Bek F. D. & H. 
I Never Loved Anyone .........0esee0-- is OAD Yale 





“Arch of Triumph,” cleffed by 


BMI TIES UP SEVEN Dave Oppenheim, Art Kahn and 
ITALIAN PUBLISHERS | 74 Raden ana published by Mills, 


Hie: iy Ti | will be printed with picture of In- 
roadcas usic, Inc., has tied u : 

with seven music houses i Italy grid Bergman and Charles ——— 
which brings to the licensing organi- en oo Oe while song jo 

- at be plugged in Enterprise press 
zation about 5,000 additional com- books 
positions. . 

Firms, allt located in Milano, con- ee 
sist of Edizioni Suivini Zerboni, 
Casa Musicale Sonzono, Edizioni 
Melodi, which put out the original 
version of “Ferryboat Serenade,” 
one-time American hit; Edizioni 
Kramer, which specializes in jazz; 
Edizioni Redi, which controls the 
English number “Flower Girl;” Edi- 
zioni Mascheroni and Di Lazzaro & 
E. M. L., partly owned by Aldo Di 
Lazzaro, composer of “Ferryboat 
Serenade” and “Woodpecker Song.” 


_’Nother ‘Too-Fat’? 


Cincinnati, Jan. 20. 

“Ebony Rhapsody” recording has 
become the hottest request tune on 
platter programs here and Colum- 
bia’s fastest-growing record in more 
than a year. Disk featuring the 
Big Three Trio, with Rosetta 
Howard vocal, was released last 
August, but came to local attention | 
in a big way several weeks ago 
when WCPO'’s Paul Dixon began! ja : 
spotting it on his morning and after- 
noon sessions. Since then it has 
been steadily on the bounce. 

George E. Kleeman, manager of , 
record sales for Tri-State Distribut- BOURNE INC 
ing Corp., Columbia’s Cincy outlet 799 Seventh Ave. 
says “Ebony Rhapsody” is in similar New York * 
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high favor in the Dayton, O. area 
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Radio Networks. 
G. Peatman, Director 


{Filmusical, *Legit Musical. 


Se a i ane 

Songs With Largest Radio Audi 

The top 30 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience 
Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over Radio 
Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John G. 
Peatman, Director. 

Survey Week of Jan. 9-15, 1948. 

All Dressed Up With: Broken Heart .................. Marks 
eM TLS OES 6050's 9,00: a $eceens'seescess  SnapirO-B 
NOONE bho AER aisba dave ea GaSelOi sé ads we 'ee bePs bee as + + CRRTEON 
Best Things Are Free—t“Good News”.............. Crawford 
| Ra oe ee ee - ; .. Burke-VH 
Civilization—*“Angel in the Wings”’.................. Morris 
I a Soo clad hccsa'' a's op o'S cc ce Ci obee bee's Robbins 
Don’t You Love Me Anymore..................... . Oxford 
Golden Earrings—t“Golden Earrings” ................ Paramount 
ay ee re ee ae . Maurice 
How Soon a CAL gach wh.at o'ehe or hee 6 kde) chews Supreme 
I Still Get Jealous—*“High Button Shoes”............ Morris 
rll Dance At Your Wedding...............c cece, .. Simon 
wm Comm @ “ourtin’ Coratielle .... occ. cicccccccee Dreyer 
Let’s Be Sweethearts Again ................ oe C-P 
Little Old Mill ae ox re .. Shapiro-B 
a ee nao sew ved ca deen Chappell 
eg i ats ok ike ote eeeveees Supreme 
oe ee Ae ee hea ML ach so oa 
Papa You Dance With Me—*“High Button Shoes”... .Morris 
Pass the. Peace Pipe—i“Good News”...... ..Crawford 
Serenade Of the Bells ......, a ES eee .. .Melrose 
i OS rs ek og eat velcccweceewceed Williamson 
Ene SUCRED: Pele PUMIIIDOR. 6 bdo wé cv Givecwrccbceuvecane Harms 
PRORBUTO See UOnE PAROLE occ cc ce inececccscccececess Remick 
Whatll I Do....... ie bwhtede Ca uss Ce CTs . Berlin 
Whiffenpoof Song .. eee reer errr ee 
With a Hey and a Hi.and a Ho Ho Ho.........cceees: Bourne 
You Do—i“Mother Wore Tights” ...........c.cee0--: BVC 
EE, 6 5's ah. 6 Cech whee eee He. 2 cteewaleee . Southern 

The remaining 20 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted ; 
Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over 

+ 








Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John 


A Fellow Needs a Girl—*“Allegro”..... ....... ....- Williamson 
Almost Like Being In Love—*“Brigadoon”......... 53 oe ON 

An Old Sombrero ..... 5 hidtan de ee ae vi ccd.) $4 he, a Os 
AE Te CRESTS CONG. Sik cies be ries Ween des eves Witmark 
Beg Your Pardon ME ty ES Wee) CP ee eee eee Robbins 
Se Pivet. Te 1 WINES TOO lth te op be cetdeccies Warren 

I Never Loved Anyone .......... Pt Fe a ..-Dreyer 
I'm Looking For a Four Leaf Clover ................ Remick 
TOG Cae Beet Bete, bo p's eevee wer eeee eu Santly-Joy 
ee Ne EE, ES Os Gig 5 00 0 0s le cod ceo oes eéesoe . Southern 
My ‘Rancho Rio Grande ...... ied «pie aera Sroed ea ad Criterion 
One Raindrop Doesn’t Make a Shower ......... . Bloom 
as yb kee co ona decks ee Poot eee oe eee Feist 
EE ee ee Oe, GU fu 5 0 oc -b-0n 6 sip bes . Duchess 
There'll Be Some Changes Made................+.0..: Marks 
They’re Mine, They’re Mine, They're Mine.......... Sinatra 
ee Fe OPEN os 5 oc aos whew ob 3 08 ade Whexiw's ..-ee..-oNapiro-B 
ED a A ilies Wate Sd wes ai best ccbececcoveces Santly-Joy 
eee Se OE eer dee feed vcccccces ...- Miller 

Tou Turned the Tahins.0m Me og. cdeccvvdociebesres . Fox 


DS en te eo 





On the 


New York 


Shorty Sherock orchestra replaces 
George Paxton at Arcadia Ballroom, 
Feb. 11....Ted Straéfer orchestra 
will go it alone in Iridium Room, 
St. Regis hotel, N. Y., after exit this 
weekend of Raye & Naldi....Louis 
Bernstein back to Florida for three 
weeks Jan. 30....Al Trace left his 
“Silly Symphonists” under pianist 

- Lee Pines while he hopped to Coast 
to work out film deal; band at Blue 
Mirror, Newark, N. J... Eddie Sa- 


p 

















Are you dating 


TERESA 


Call Circle 7-2670. if a 
man answers —don't 
hang up! It's Olin “Duch- 
ess" Schottier and he's 
giving the gal a play. 


a 
_—_. 




















Photo Reproductions 


8x10 GLOSSY 
25—$3.00 100—$7.50 
50—$4.75 Copy Neg. —$1.25 


PHOTO SERVICF CO. 
145 W. 45th St.. New_York 
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Young Lady Vocalist 
Wants Audition With 
- @ Band 

‘6a 3 
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Upbeat | 


franski, Stan Kenton, bassist, out 
with own recordings on Atlantic la- 
bel....ASCAP’s new Biographical 
Dictionary of members due to hit 


book stalls soon....Gene Doyle 
(& Donnelly) co-writer of Ben 
Bloom’s “One Raindrop Doesn’t 


Make a Shower,” cut Perry Como’s 
Chesterfield radio broadcast of it 
last week into p.a. systém of Hipp, 
Baltimore, where his act was work- 
ing. 


-— 


Hollywood 

Henry King orchestra at Mapes 
hotel, Reno, commencing Jan. 28... 
Stan Kenton continues his concert 
tour at Toronto, Jan. 22; Ontario, 
23; Niagara Falls, 24; Montreal, 26- 
27 and Cleveland Feb. 19...Tex 
Beneke crew made a short for Uni- 
versal-International during Palla- 
dium stay; kicks off on a one-niter 
tour. at San Jose Feb. 2 ane follows 
through at Eureka, 3; Portland, 5; 
Seattle for an afternoon concert at 
U. of Washington and dance in 
Seattle for night sesh, 6; Bellington 
for afternoon dance and back to 
Seattle for night sesh, 7; ‘Portland, 
concert, 8: Oakland, 10; San Diego, 
11; Phoenix, 13; U. of Arizona at 
Tucson, 14; Kansas City, 18; U. of 
Iowa, Iowa City, 20; and U. of Chi- 
cago, 21. 

Chicago 
Chicago, Jan. 20. 

Davey Tough has left the Muggsy 
Spanier group. currently at the Blue 
Note. ..Eddie Heywood at Club De- 
tour, outlying Chi nitery..,Buddy 
Moreno to Florida with his band for 
a 10-day hiatus...King Cole Trio at 
the Tiajuana Club, Cleveland, week 
of Jan. 23; Oriental theatre here, 
Feb. 29 two weeks...Hugh Douglas, 
vice-chairman NADJ, to New York 
for organization's Metropolitan 
Opera House shindig...Gray Gor- 
| don, former bandleader, joined Chi 
sand department of Associated 
Booking. Was recently with Mus- 
Art's Manhattan. office. ..Sam Dona- 
hue into the Music Box, Omaha, Feb. 
/3, and then plays ene week of dates 
‘for Tom Archer Ballroom chain. 





Disk Ban Pushes Indie 
Exec Into Talent Mgmt. 


Chicago, Jan. 13. 
Ill wind of the American Federa- 


tion of Musicians djsk ban has blown 
at least one talent exec from his 
| post into field. George 
|Tasker last week opened a man- 
agement rep biz here with clients 
Ellen White and Jehnny Hill, both 
of whom record for Universa_ label, 
for which Tasker was talent head. 


Tasker is no longer bound by the 
| AFM rule which bars officials of 


another 





Livingston, Hoffman, 
David Siga Disney Pact 


Mack David, Al Hoffman, and 
Jerry Livingston, co-writers of “Chi- 
Baba,” “Don’t You Love Me Any- 
| more,” etc., have been signed by Walt 
Disney to turn out tunes for his car- 
toons. Trio are tied to a six-month 
with indefinite options contract and 





are headed for the Coast to start 
work on “Cinderella.” 
| Hoffman and Livingston (who 


|formerly wrote with Milton Drake) | 


land David, have lately been writing 


‘CONTINENTAL GRABS 2: 
COOLEY, GLENN HENRY 


| Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

Continental Artists, agency which 
| sprang into existence late last au- 
'tumn via the acquisition Woody 
|Herman from General Artists Corp. 
| last week raided rivals again, pull- 
| ing Spade Cooley and his oatune or- 
| chestra from GAC and Glenn Henry 
| band from Music Corp of America. 


Cooley, under Continental chart- 
ing, in March will essay his first 
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| recording and booking firms from ! for Santly-Joy, who published the/|tou: of Phoenix, barnstorming 
j engaging in the artists rep biz. He | two tunes above. S-J has been mar-/| through midwest and south. Long- 
| continues with Universal, but added keting Disney scores for the past} time w.k. cactus crew hereabouts, 
| the new venture as soon as the AFM year and have additional ones due}! Cooley has been disking for RCA- 
contract expired. for release this year and next, | Victor for about a year. 
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Armstrong’s French 
Date Set; Mgr. Glaser 
Along to 0.0. Europe 


Joe Glaser, head of Associated | 
Booking Corp., will hop for France 
in mid-February with Louis Arm- 
strong’s six-piece orchestra, which 
will play the “Jazz Festival” at 
Nice, for one week opening Feb. 20. 
Glaser completed the deal for Arm- 
strong’s date only last week, when 


the French Government agreed to 
post half of the coin Armstrong is 
getting for the Nice week. Salary 
which each side refuses to reveal 
is supported by transportation costs 
and living expenses from the time 
Armstrong’s group leaves New York 
until at returns 


Glaser is going over to Franc¢ 
to look over the booking situation. 
He has had many offers from France, 
Belgium, Holland, Switzerland, 
Sweden and other -countries for 
Armstrong and before he returns it’s 
quite possible deals for Armstrong 
dates in various other Continental | 
cities will be begun. 

Before he goes overseas, Arm- 
strong will play the Roxy theatre, 
New York, opening Jan. 28. Fred 
Robbins, N. Y. disk jockey, who 
m.e.’d Armstrong’s recent concert at 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y., has been signed | 
to perform the Same chores at the | 
theatre. It’s Robbins’ initial theatre | 
date, although he has been m.c.’ing 
weekly Saturday evening jazz con- 
certs at Town Hall, N. Y. 





Warner theatre, Memphis, minus | 
stage shows for decades, will break 
loose with a one-day run by Vaughn | 
Monroe’s orchestra Feb. 16. Picture | 
is not booked as yet. 
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JACK MILLS 
SUGGESTS FOR YOUR PROGRAM 


| CAN'T GIVE 
YOU ANYTHING 
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sellers, based on reports ob- 2 7 2 a) = ih 5 
tained from leading stores in a S 4 S 5 2 Ss T 
11 cities, and showing com- S a S s a 0 oe Sy oO 
parative sales rating for this ’ S % - + & ‘3 g 21 SI1% 1 
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wk. w k. Artist, Label, Title os Seeneps ti 7 3 | Qa a. | a | oD rE: | & | a] ols  . 
PEGGY LEE (Capitol) 
1 y ‘Golden Earrings” : er ee 4 1 2 4 2 2 4 4 4 5 8 81 
20 VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) Nat Mike: GENE SAG; i’ 2 eens 
2 l “Ralitsittea’”.. ..4. Gi .aens a < ee 3 1 1 8 1 2 2 2 68 
a JO STAFFORD (Capitol) 
3 3 “Serenade of the Bells”............... 3 3 3 3 1 , 
r ~ ART MOONEY (MGM) . = 
4 10 “Four-Leaf Clover”................ 1 4 4 1 1 44 
ARTHUR GODFREY (Columbia) 
5 4 “Too Fat Polka”. Pore ees oerd 606% 7 5 6 1 6 é 5 36 
GRACIE FIELDS wey, 7 
6 i) “New. Us the Memr”’: oi... c..cch cvccce 2 2 1 238 
bo CLARK- NOBLE ORC H. (Col.) 
7 7 “ll Dance at Your Wedding” Be Cane ee 6 5 9 2 ak 7 7 it 26 
ANDREWS SIS-D. KAYE (Decca) 
8 5 "“Siviiiention”™ |... 6% 6% ARE he, ae ; 2 3 8 20 
FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) 
9 ie “Shine” ee Smee Decide king’ om 6. b 60 5 9 7 6 17 
ROSE “MURPHY (Majestic) 
10A 8 “I Can’t Give Anything But Love”... 5 4 8 16 
BING CROSBY (Decca) 
10B 16 MIRO CRONE big Seis oes cee eh ity beret 5 7 5 ; 16 
MARGARET WHITING (Capitol) 
12 As “Pass That Peace Pipe”............... 10 \.. 8 8 ‘i 3. & 
PEGGY LEE (Capitol) 
3) foe “Pll Dance at Your Wedding”........ 7 : ‘ a 6 6 14 
SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
13B il “Serenade of the Bells”............... 5 BS es 14 
GUY ~ LOMBARDO (Decca) 
15 ne “I'm My Own SR oo ss Sos eat re ie ine 6 10 11 
BING CROSBY (Decca) 
16 =a OU i Ne ee keen 08 . 1 ‘ wi 10 
BUDDY CLARK. (Columbia) 
17 is CS A REE aie ac ae ea 2 ow es 9 
~ FRANCIS CRAIG (Bullet) 
18A D Pitas - WOM. wi ine od rod ereverones oe 10 10. > 5 8 
FREDDY “MARTIN~ (Victor) 
J. << | Ug ge ne oe) or 3 o* an ‘ 8 
BUDDY GRECO “(Musicraft) — 
Ree “Oh Look Ain’t She Pretty” is ae Sie . P 3 P ett 8 
oak KAY KYSER (Columbia) 
18D _—_... “Pass That Peace Pipe”..............- 3 8 
FIVE. TOP ; : ! 
; “GOES TO TOWN” KING COLE TRIO “ALLEGRO” AL JOLSON "“GOOO NEWS” 
ALBUMS Dorothy Shay Volume No. 3 Orig. Cast Album No. 2 Orig. Cast 
Columbia Capitol Victor Decca MGM 








12,000 Coin Machine 
Reps at Chi Convention 


Chicago, Jan. 20. 
Over 12,000 coin 


tributors and operators registered 
for the opening of the annual coin 
machine convention. Meeting, which | 


started Monday (19) and ‘runs 
through the 22nd, features a 50- 





BUT LOVE, BABY 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


MILLS 











| chandised for sale to hotels and use 
lin public,places. Also new is a 40- 
tune bar box juke selector. 

In the field of records, several 
companies are showing lines of two- 
minute disks, which according to | 
company reps get a heavier play 
, from patrons. 
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Room 419 


machine dis- 


cent coin operated tele set for half- | 


hour operation. Set is being mer-| ger the twice modified agreement | 


they each were to have a drawing | 














Lan pleased to announce that start- 
ing Jan. 26 | am working on what | 
think is the novelty song hit of 1948 


THE CUE SMe 


CHARLIE WYNN 


Gen. Prof. Mgr. 


PAT BALLARD MUSIC CORPORATION 


1619 Broadway, New York 19 











|IRVING GWIRTZ SUED | 
OVER PUB CONTRACT 


Breach of contract suit has been 
filed in N, Y. supreme court against | 


| Irving Gwirtz Enterprises and East- | 


}ern Music: Sales, Ine., by John Le 
|Mar and Alva Edwards. 
,claim under an August, 1946, con- 
| tract they were to be sole distrib- 
| uting reps of Eastern Music, and tin- 


|} account of $95 weekly. 


As amended on Jan. 1, 
original pact also stipulated that 
| Eastern’s net profits were to be 
equally split among the plaintiffs 
and Gwirtz. But, it was contended, 


withdraw any of the firm's profits. 
Nevertheless, the plaintiffs charged, 
Gwirtz went ahead and took out 
money. 

In bringing the action, Le Mar 


$2,945 allegedly due them over the 
period from Oct. 14, 1946, to May, 
1947, as wett as asking an account- 
ing of coin Gwirtz allegedly ex- 
traeted from  FEastern’s 
Suit came to light last week when 
the defendant moved that the plain- 
tiffs separately state their causes of 


bill of particulars. 


Associated-Muzak Cos. 
Combined as Muzak Corp. 


Albany, Jan. 20. 

A consolidation of Associated- | 
Muzak Corp., Muzak Corp. and! 
Associated Program Service, under | 
the title Muzak Corp., has been! 
affected, according to papers filed 
with the Secretary of State in Al- 
bany. 

Authorized capital stock is $800,- 
000, 500 shares of preferred at $10,- 
000 par-value, and 30,000 common at 








$1 par value. 


Plaintiffs | 


1947, the | 


the defendant had agteed not to | 


and Edwards are seeking to recover | 


treasury. | 


actions whith in effect amounts to a | 





|Suit Claims ‘Robin Hood’ 
Pirated From ’44 Original 


“Robin Hood,” written by Louis 
| Prima and Bob Micetta and pub- 
lished in Nov., 1944, by Edwin H. 
Morris, was lifted from their un- 
published tune of the same name, 
Stanley and Marti Shier have 
|charged in N. Y. supreme court. 
; Known professionally as Neal and 
| Marti Stanley, the plaintiffs claim 
they wrote their song in March, 1944. 

Placing a valuation of $25,000 on 
the pubiishing rights to their tune, 
the Stanleys charge the defendant 
| writers and publisher with having 
| had access to words and music of 
| their number and_ accordingly 
| pirated them without consent. They 
ask an injunction and an accounting 
| of the profits. 


Suit came to light last week when 
| Prima sought an order to modify a 
| scheduled examination before trial. 


{ 
| 
| 
| 
} 
! 
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‘Too Fat’ Writers 
Squawk Over Brushoff 
On ‘Hit Parade’ Airey 


Arthur Richardson and Ross Mae- 
Lean, writers of the song, “Too-Fat 


Polka,” have lodged a sharp Protest 
with the American Tobacco Co., ang” 
Foote, Cone & Belding, sponsors and 
-agency for the Lucky Strike “Hit 
| Parade,” over the failure of the pro- 
| gram to list the song as one of the 
| country’s leading melodies. Though 
“Too-Fat” has been a leading re. 





cording, sheet sales, and request 
tune for weeks, it has never been 
so recognized by “Hit Parade” 


which purports to spotlight the na. 
tion’s top songs. 


This is the second squawk against 
“Hit Parade” since the latter’s spon. 
sors made a settlement some time 
ago with the Warner Bros. music 
firms, which had sued the program. 
That settlement was supposed to 
have been made on the basis of a 
new method to be used by the “Hit 
Parade” in determining the leading 
songs. It was designed to avoid such 
{obvious mistakes as failing to iden- 
| tify “Too-Fat” as a top tune. Weeks 
back, Redd Evans’ Jefferson Musie 
was forced to beef loudly about the 
program’s lack of attention to “Bal- 


lerina,”’ which subsequently was 
listed; whether this was due to 
Evans’ beef or not is anybody’s 
| guess. 


Beef over “Too-Fat,” the music 
biz feels, spotlights the fact that 
|though the program’s listings are 
supposed to be determined by a 
new, fool-proof method, actually 
not much of a change has taken 
place. “Too-Fat” is not a “perform- 
ance” song, that is, it does not get 
too many air plugs. And for this 
reason, it’s felt, it fails to get very 
high in the Lucky Strike method of 
polling the top tunes. In other words, 
it’s contended the new method is as 
weak as the old, which for years 
| brought recurrent music biz howls 
against the “Parade.” 











new scientific method of Joseph Schil- 
linger. Nine courses, complete and com- 
prehensive, under Rudolph R. A. 
Schramm, Roger Bass and Roger Segure. 
Afternoon and evening classes. Veterans 
eligible under G.I. Bill. Register now by 
mail or in person, 











Write or phone for special Bulletin VT. 
Room 211, 100 Washington Square East, 
New York 3, N. Y. 
292, 

Division of General Education 
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Schillinger System 
Composition and arranging, using the 
e 
e 
e 
6 
2 











She's an Old Sweetheart J 
with the New Look #® 


MARY LOU 


The Nation's Record Hit 
I Can’t Give You 
Anything But Love 


Rose Murphy (Majestic 1204) 
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WHEN YOU’RE SMILING 


MILLS MUSIC, Inc. 
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AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
NOW FOURTH WEEK 


| 
||| STRAND THEATRE, NEW YORK 
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Current VICTOR Releases 


y COME BACK TO SORRENTO (i 
Adams Theatre, Newark, Week Feb. 5 


FIELDS *! 
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JOE. GLASER 


Pres. 
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Hialeah, Lush Talent Fails to Spark 
Fla. Cafes; Other Nitery Reviews 


By LARRY SOLLOWAY 
Miami Beach, Jan. 18. 


unimaginative production that gets 
in the way. Nothing much has been 
































. Come Hialeah, the old timers here- | changed for the return of Joe E. | 
abouts used to say the season is on | Lewis and the addition of Jack Cole | 
and everyone begins to reap the| with his dancers. There's still the 
dough. But this time out there's a | 18 girls to crowd the stage in color- 
doubtful quaver in the cash registers | ful costumes and dull routining. The | 
of the niteries as Hialeah opened ‘to | production soloists are talented, 
a less take than in previous seasons)! among them Mavis Mims, Laura | 
and An clubs brought in a rash of | Corbay, Kent Edwards, Martha Bur- 
names that are making history for | nett and in the first half of the show 
salary payoffs, and in-most | cases for} the outstanding Jack Cole group, | 
not bringing in enough to justify the with Cole himself sparking their 
outlay bright Javanese Jive, to make for | 

Moot question: Is it a need for new | the high spot Again there 1s a 
! faces or the old ones with new ma-| lush looking thrush in Marilyn Max- 
terial? There was the instant click | well with ordinary arrangements 
of the Beachcomber with Sophie! of songs and delivery And in that 
Tucker, Peter Lind Hayes and Carl | spot, Lewis was to come on cold to 
Ravazza: the always steady biz, introduce her, to the disappointment 
(thanks to the tables) of the Co-|of the tableholders who expected | 
lonial Inn: the rush of the swank to} him to work into some comedy. 
the Brook Club; George Jessel’s Only-when Cole group #ome back 
opening the same night as the Beach- | for their Harlem jivesters grouping, 
t comber, and the big question in| with the topical underlinings and | 
Miami proper—the smaller Clover | perfect cohesion, does the show take | 
Club’s lineup of Jackie Miles, Gracie | on bigtime form. A show stopping 
Barrie and the Vagabonds. All are ' sequence, the awkward routining of 
finding out there’s not enough spend- | the layout becomes the more obvious 
eis to go around. when Lewis walks into their show 
Colehial Inn stop. To his credit, the, vet come- 
Here again is evidence of the ian overcomes the spotting, to click | 
' faults of the opening show. A top i? no uncertain fashion. With ma- | 
: star, too cafe-wise to be obscured by | terial all new, he socks across 35 
} minutes of laughs, with his satire on 
i a Broadway anent “New York’s My 
# Home” and the takeoff on Phil Har- 
fi ris’ “That's What I Like About the 
i North” the standouts. There's a 
q FLORENCE Hollywood scripting bit, a radio 
i soap opera canto, all of them encore 
making sections 
| Clover Club 
4 Going after biz in so uncertain a 
season, the Clover Club has installed 
) | Gracie Barrie, a fave here, in a rou- 
tining that features a smart blending 
. of the new and familiar tunes; Jackie | 
The Risque Frisky Miles with his comedy, and the Vaga- 
bonds. 
30th Week Mermaid Room Miss Barrie this time out assumes 
additional stature as a cafe per- 
Park Central Hotel, New York J) former. In the tough opening dont, | 
> she belts ever pops and special songs 
JANE DOUGLASS at the Piano anent bosses who like the rhumba. 
and a laughmaking “How Do You 
| Like the New Look” that earn her a 
begoff. The Vagabonds, though 
The Exclusive and Amusing utilizing the same material as here- | 
ti iets tofore, have tightened their songs | 
* and comedy music making, to make 


for a briefer. albeit as effective ses- 


| sion. 




















| does “Sophie for President” 


; 3rd WEEK 














in which | Eddie 
}she brings on the line, Hayes and 
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Comic Cracks Rib In 
Str enous Stage Routine 
Frank Marlowe; who gives himself 
a beating every time he steps on 
stage due to the style of his act, is in 
a New York hospital with pleurisy 
and is out of the show at the Strand 


theatre, N. Y. Pleurisy developed 
following the breaking of a rib dur- 


CLARK GETS BROOK CLUB, 
MIAMI, FOR $350,000 


Miami Beach, Jan. 20. 
The Brook Club changed hands, 
with Arthur Clark taking over as 
new owner. Understood sale price 
was $350,000 for the nitery-casino. 
Clark was interested in Piping 
Rock club, Saratoga, N. Y., last 








summer. Sellers were Harry|ing his act at the Strand last week. 
|'McLeod, Lou Meyers and Richard Morey Amsterdam replaced Mar- 
Brown. The trio operate a Mon-|lowe for one show and thereafter 
tauk Point (L.I.) setup. Strand, management secured Don 

Preem show opening Jan. 15 is Cummings to finish the run. Whether | 
topped by Ella Logan, Dean Mur-/| Marlowe will be able to play a 
|phy,. Mario and Floria ‘and Jules} scheduled week at the Adams thea- 


| Lande’s orch. Bids are out for Ger- 











tre, Newark, opening Jan. 29 is un- | 
trude Lawrence, Beatrice Lillie and | known. 
|Rudy Vallee for following shows. sins | 
Gracie Fields, singing comedi- Pi f (I M | 
enne, has been booked for the Brook ea or can ateria | 
Club, Miami Beach, starting Jan. 29. Minneapolis. 
It’s her first Florida date in some | Editor, Variety: 
| years. Spot opened last week, with With entertainment business off 


Ella Logan, Dean Murphy and Mario | all over the country, 
and Floria on the bill. | operators, 
Deal is also pending for Miss | take a tip 
Fields to open atthe untitled Max Agents have been instructed not | 
Geordon-Herbert Jacoby cafe to be|to submit talent to us that has built | 
located on the site of Cafe Society |}a reputation as a result of blue ma- 
| Uptown, N. Y., when the spot opens |terial. We have even fired dalent 
in late February or March. (they were “paid off”) that refused 
- |to abide by our policy. 


maybe it’s time 
entertainers and agents 








| The results? We've been buying 

St. Loo Nitery Op Held In | | top talent such as Carl Brisson (3 
° . |} times), Liberace (5 times), Benny 
Murder of Rival Boniface | Fields, Danny O'Neill (4 times), 
St. Louis, Dec. 20. | Jane Pickens, Allan Jones. Evelyn 

Vic Giamarino, owner of the Club | Knight, John Boles, The Modern- 
Avalon, was shot and killed last | aires, Russell Swann, Dave Apollon, 
i week by Sam Salvatore Moncado,| Dorothy Shay, Sid Cacsar. Joe 
'also a nitery operator, in a quarrel | Mooney Quartette. Lanny Ross, 
in which Moncado told police that | Robert Maxwell, Frakson,. Georgie 
Giamarino had been trying to lure | Gobel, Tito Guizar, Lucille and Ed- 


customers from his spot. The shoot- | die Roberts, etc. 
ing occurred in front of Moncado’s | Our guests are happier, as are we. 
- . 
place. lthe apents, press, radio—and _ busi- 
Police said the shooting followed a | ness holds up better, musi- 
fight during which Moncado sought | cians, waiters, etc., in their 
| to restrain Giamarino from entering | jobs. 
his place because he was not a mem- We thought you might like to help 


hence 
cominue 


ber. Moncado said Giamarino grabbed |spread the “M€@ssage to Garcia.” 
|him and tried to drag him into aj{ Let's all aid the “Gojden Goose.” 
parked car. Moncado drew two} GERALD F. 


| automatic pistols and started shoot- Director of Public Relations, 
jing. Three shots struck Giamarino. Radisson Hotel. 


Moncado stood beside the body un- ——— 


| til police arrived. P 
Kalcheim’s Dual Chore 


| 
CONWAY. | 
' 

| 

| 























And Miles, as usual, scores | Heller Acting Out Harry Kalcheim. of the William 
with his clowning, though still using | Pitts! = 20. | Morris agency theatre dept.. will 
his familiar bits on Miami hotel we aging eee |double into that office's television 
rates. the weather, the comic strips Jackie Heller, who has stuck to a : BE 2 

' J Stl 2 ise ieee: sector. Exact duties havent been 
and the adage of the dialecticians |the home base ever since he opened | jog,6q4 but it's believed he'll chan- | 
‘ seeing a Western movie winding into |his own night club. the Carousel, | 3 theaite P-vecict thing gine rire 
his clever “I’m A’Rollin’.” . The} here more than a year ago, is going ws . bensre performers with video | 
: ; | Aurora Roche Carlyle production |tg hit the road again, but only for | res “ont medium. 
ogi. | numbers are brief and brilliant. a couple of weeks. He's booked ove is most likely designed to | 
Beachcember himself into Buffalo’s Town Casino | Keep the talent happy during the | 
: LAURETTE and CLYMAS Off to a slow start, this big room | peginning Monday (26) when act of |CUtTent vaude employment slump. | 
. finally hit the money pace with the Joey Adams, Tony Canzoneri and 1S 
4 “DANCUMORISTS” | eerent matemiatnn. ages tx. Siot Mark Plant comes to the Carousel ’ 
: | perennial draw, Sophie Tucker, .who - ec Psi : MILLER’S COAST TREK 
ie JACK DAVIES PHIL TYRELL | comes back with new material; Peter| With Plant also a singer, Heller oe eae ae 
New York Chicago | Lind Hayes, one of the sockiest acts | figured there’d be too much vocaliz- | _ Bill Miller, operator of the Riviera, 
to hit here in years and Carl Ra- | ing in the show with him on the bill, | Ft. Lee, N. J., will leave for the 
4 —ammeeen | VAZZa; Plus a fast paced June Taylor |too, so he’s heading elsewhere for | COast shortly in an attempt to line | 
4 production. ‘ : that fortnight. up film names for his nitery. 
i. La Tucker, with slick hairdo and The spot is slated to reopen for 
; | dazzling gowns, belts out “Tm Livin’ the season May 4. 
Alone and I Like It,” “Never Live Saranac Lake 
; |the Same Day Twice” followed by 
the nostalgic parade of hits she has By Happy Benway . . 
| been identified with, rearranged in Saranac Lake. N. Y., Jan. 20. Detroit Nitery Sold 
Mimi bright and — manner for what Birthday greetings are in order to Detroit, Jan. 20. | 
Panto-Mimic amounts to a show stop, and then | Moe Gould, Louise Harris, Frank - tery. wes | 
ry ithe topper, “Inhibition Papa, Don't | Hynes and Jennie Aleman at the | dieaeglh Room, tees! sayin wins” 
e ‘You Frustrate Me.” For finale she | Rogers. | bought last week by Phil Warshaw | 


Rehberg. 


cartoonist who! and 
1 cured here. 


wh Abe Bemis from the Shapiro | 
has opened a studio in 


| operate, 


ANKARA, PITT., FOLDS. 
LUMARBA MAY REOPEN 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 20. 

Another nitery casualty of the 
times and the tax (added city levy 
of 5% to federal: government's 20) 
is the Ankara, theatre-restaurant on 
the outskirts, which has closed down, 
for the winter, the management says, 
Spot, built at a cost of $175,000, hag 
been open less than a year 
half. 


and @ 
continue to 
but there'll be no 
dancing or entertainment 
Ankara makes the fourth local 
room to toss in the sponge in the last 
few weeks. One of them, ho 


Lounge bar will 


MUSIC, 


wever, 
may be only a temporary shutee, 
Club LuMarba, which folded right 
after New Year's Eve, is being dick. 
ered for by Len Litman, who re- 


cently sold his Mercur’s Music Bar, 
and if deal goes through, he'll re- 
light it about March ! with name 


| attractions. 


City rap, which went into effect 
Jan. 1, has hit the hot spots pretty 
hard, with general survey revealing 
that biz last couple of weeks has 
been off as much as 50%, 





Frank Libuse has been set for the 
Latin Quarter, N. Y., starting Feb. 29. 











GOING TO BOSTON? 
A MUST! 


Marge and Gower 
Champion 


at the 


STATLER HOTEL 














GOWNS BY EKNESTO 





HELENE and HOWARD 


“Comedy Dance Aatics’ 


MELD OVER 
CONTINENTAL CLUB 
CHESAPEAKE. 01110 

ir.: MATTY ROSEN 














COMEDY PATTER 


For All Brenches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 
“The Shew Biz Gag File" 


Nos. 1 to 22 at $1.00 ea. 
10 PARODIES for $10.00 


“How to Be an Emcee” 
$3.00 Including 2 Gag Files 





























opera 


. CRITICS AGREE 
MIAMI SEASON’S FIRST DANCING CLICK 


At the Smart COPACABANA 


Thanks to MURRAY WIENGER who says: 


BUSTER BURNELL 


i * #1§ A GREAT PERFORMER" 








{ ‘Bs. _— 


& “Buster Burnell turns in a socky stint of tapestry s d 
Lary, Variety. 


Pay palm leaf to Buster Burnell for some top-drawer tap-to 
work.” Bourke, Miami Herald. 


“Buster Burnell... sensational modern ballet.” 











| ing nifty clinic reports and up for 
| meals: 
| Jerry Rosenberg. former child 
| actor of the Yiddish theatre. back | 
for a short vacation and checkup. 

James Wotton elated over visit | 
| from Loretta Munger. 

Benny Ressler again appointed 
| chairman of the coming March of | 
| Dimes drive for the colony. 

Write to those whe are ill. 


SULL 














Personal Manager 
JOSEPH MARSOLAIS 
1697 Broadway ce New York 
Suite 906 - Cl. 5-40%4—5 


Diskers Refuse 


=e Continued from page 35 ee 








MAXINE 


CURRENTLY 
LE RUBAN BLEU, New York 
RADIO: Sundays, 3-3:15 P.M., WNEW 


Ravazza to huzzahs from the tab; New Rochelle, N. Y. | Bros. Purchase price wasn’t dis- poo ~ F yf ay adnpenet: 
4 SAMOVAR i. Saat ditt dae ani f Pag ye Fm nes —— final stage | closed. }§ outs, skits, e. ir 
t | ayes is pro y the best comic o e oracoplasty operation , i Tare. N 0.D's 
M ‘ }around in years. He walked on to/| resting at the iron: E on and Meanwhile, the Shapiros are shop- PAULA SMITH 
; MONTREAL , an ovation, and won continued salvos; Sydney Cohen, former Capitol, P!"8 arour d for another cafe opera- | 200 W. 54th 8, New Vork 19 
aid | with each bit. Opening with anj|N. Y., upped for meals and exercise. | tion. { 
Va (Continued on page 46) Howard Levy back to New York | a 
dad . after annual chec kup. 
a _ Betty Biessing, Inez Groething, | 
ap Carl Kessler and Joe DeNicolo flash- 









IVAN 














jmade no bones about the fact that | 
if Petrillo ever succeeds in achiev- 
ing his aim, the recording, manu- 
| facturers are going to be right in 
| there arguing for their share of 
| royalties. He followed up with the 
first statement blasting Petrillo, 
when he alluded to Petrillo’s con- 
.tention that recordings cause union 
‘unemployment. He pointed out that 
only 32,000 of the AFM’s claimed | 








; Raymer, Miami News. | 225,000 membership are professional | 
* “Filled his spots wonderfully.” Broun, Miami Beach Sun. musicians and that Petrillo’s pitch | 
; = |is to secure money for musicians 
who can't qualify for recording | 
. work. Musicians last year received | 
Bess > sh . : : “ ‘in salari ies, Murray pointed out. } STRAND THEATRE, N.Y 
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~ Four A’s Committee Sets Up Plans 
For AGVA Convention in March 


The American Guild of Variety 
Artists has resumed work on the 
first convention organization is to 
hold since its organization in 1939. 
Temporary respite in the series of 
Jegal battles brought on by AGVA’s 
parent union, Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America, through dismis- 
sal of former national administrator 
Matt Shelvey, has caused the na- 
tional committee, now governing 
AGVA to resume discussions of the 





pointee in that town, to prevent him 
from operating as AGVA represent- 
ative there. Hearing for the prelim- 
inary injunction has been set for 
next Wednesday (28). 

AGVA claims that Nickerson is 
still representing himself as the 
Philly union head despite the fact 
that he was fired from that post sev- 
eral weeks ago. 

In order to pass on the injunction, 


ithe courts will have to rule first on 


convention, which it hopes to hold | the validity of the 4A’s firing. This 


in March, probably in New York. 
At a meeting last week, committee 
took up the question of fractional 
representation. It’s been tentatively 
decided that cities having less than 
a membership of 200, would get a 
vote in proportion to the ratio of 
one to 200. It was also decided that 
where nomination meetings had been 
held under “suspicious circum- 
stances” new confabs would be set 
up. AGVA national committee since 
assuming the administration of the 


union had charged that Shelvey 
“rigged” several nomination meet- 


ings in order to get a slate entirely 
favorable to his aims of a “one man 
rule of AGVA.” Convention has 
now been in the works for about a 
year. 

Despite the committee’s, tackling 
of convention matters, legal battles 
have not entirely ceased. AGVA at- 
torneys in Philadelphia last week 
served temporary injunction papers 
on Alan Nickerson, Shelvey ap- 
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Terrific Comedy Material ! 


Laughingstock Series, 1 to 5..$1 Each 
Master Monologues, 1 to 4...$2 Each 


Hits and Bits, 1 to8.. ...... $1 Each 
Rapid-Fire Routines (Acts)..$2 Each 
Minstrels — Varieties — Gag Files 


1650 Broadway, New York 19 








}case is regarded as the first major 
'test of the 4A’s power to hire and 


| fire 


Case, however, is not regarded 


las final. since another test will come 

















up at a hearing for a permanent in- 
junction. 


‘Brush Creek Follies’ 
Resumes Stage B’casts 


Despite AGVA Row 


Kansas City, Jan. 20. 
KMBC’s “Brush Creek Follies” 
turned to the stage of Ivanhoe Tem- 





re- 


ple last Saturday night after a 10- | 


week layoff, as performers on the 


station to re- 
sume the stage production. Show 
went off stage last fall when dis- 
agreements arose between KMBC 
and the American Guild of Variety 


show petitioned the 


London Vaude Operator 
Finds N.Y. Cafe Tariffs 
Lower Than Abroad 


Cheapest entertainment buy in the 
world, says Bernard Delfont, is the 
New York night club. The operator 
of the Casino theatre, London, now 
in the U. S. seeking talent for his 
theatre, claims that nowhere else in 
the world is it possible for a cus- 
tomer to get a good meal, a big show 
and a session of dancing for $5 a 
head. 





The British theatre operator claims 
| that the same deal in London or 
| Paris would cost infinitely more. Ot 
|} course, he adds, there are no night 


|clubs operating in London at the | 


The 


; moment 


better spots, such as 
| the Savoy and Dorchester, have mu 
sic only, while the food and 


| tariffs in Parisian boites are prob- | 


ably the highest in the world. 

The food situation in Britain de 
not permit nitery operations, acco! 
ing to Delfont. The public is con- 
tent with a good eating place 
these days of food shortage. In many 
comparable spots, according to Del- 
font, the price of a London meal 
would be equal to a nitery tab in 
this country. 





Delfont, who is slated to sail for 
| England on the Queen Elizabeth, 
Saturday (24), however, was dis- 


| appointed in the talent crop in this 
country. Aside from the names that 


| were developed before the _ war, 


| . i 
| there are only a few acts worth the | 


being asked for them, he 
|found. He said the situation is simi- 


|lar to that in England, where the 


prices 


Artists over union representation of | war stymied the development of new 


the artists. 


| top turns. European novelty and 





New Show Being Set For 
Old Nick Music Hall, N.Y. 


Jack Albertson, recently in “The 
Cradle Will Rock,” at the Mansfield, 
N. Y., will have the lead in a new 
show at the Old Knick Music Hall, 
N. Y., opening Jan. 30: Others in 
the cast will include Hazel Shennet 





also recently in “Cradle,” Kay 
Courtley, Bob Henry and Jack Lem- 
mon. The show, a hokum melle1 


|with olios, early silent pictures, etc 
is being produced by Paul Killiam 

Current show at the spot, a tal 
i version of “The Drunkard,” has been 
running nine months. 


Goldstein Tossed Dinner By 


Ninth Election to Office 





| tossed a testimonial dinner to Hymie 
|Goldstein, who has been prexy of 


| the group for past nine years, at the 


|Hotel Astor, N. Y.. Monday (19) 
jnight. Affair was to ratify his re- 
| election for current year and was 
lattended by 300. 

| Among those on the dias were 
| Alan Corelli, head of Theatre Au- 
| thority, and Dave Fox, assistant na- 


| + 
|tional director of American Guild 


lof Variety Artists. Both 


| 


Majority of the show’s performers acrobatic acts, however, are superior | plished within his organization dur- 


walked out on AGVA, handing in 
resignations to the union last week. 
The resumption was determined 
when it appeared that AGVA, in a 
last ditch stand, threatened to picket 
the premises. No picketing devel- 
oped, however, and AGVA repre- 
sentatives contented themselves with 
passing out pamphlets calling KMBC 
“unfair.” 

“Follies” is KMBC’s long-estab- 
lished hillbilly and western show. 
It has been a Saturday night regular 
for over 10 years, going on the air 
the year round. During winter 
months, broadcasts have been staged 
at Ivanhoe before audiences. 
This season “Follies” gives a 
hour performance beginning at 8 
p.m., and takes to the air 8-8:30 and 
9:45-10:30 with a trio of sponsors, 
Quisenberry Feeds, Four-Way Cold 
Tablets, and Hy-Power Chili. 


Bloom Ankles Fredericks 
For Alliance With Foster 


* Walter Bloom has resigned as head 
of the Frederick Bros. cocktail dept. 
in New York to become a partner 
with Bill Foster in a new agency, 
Favorite Attractions, Inc. 

New office is an outgrowth of the 
Foster Agency which was operated 
by Foster and his sister, Frances. 
Miss Foster’s interest was bought 
out by her brother, and Bloom 
moved into the setup with fresh coin. 
Foster agency was subsequently dis- 
solved. 

Tom Kettering, head of the N. Y. 
FB office, will assume Bloom’s duties 
in the cocktail dept. 


914- 
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LEON FIELDS 


Comedy Star of Nothing 


Held Over 3rd Week 





BELMONT PLAZA 
NEW YORK 


Per. Mgt.: LENNY DITSON 





| to those in the U. S., he thinks, 
Grade Planing to U. S. 


London, Jan. 20. 
Agent Lew Grade planes to New 


. « € > . ; ; ~+ 

doee Jan. 24, returning in fort- Other’ officers who had heen 
he }elected with Goldstein were also 
Main object of trip is to attend | installed at the dinner. Latter in- 
opening at the Roxy, Jan. 28, of|clude Sid Leipzig, veepee: Jack 
Robert Lamouret, formerly in “Pic- | Segal, treasurer; Jimmy Daley, secre- 
cadilly Hayride,” at the Prince of/tary; Harry Dell, sergeant-at-arms. | 
Wales. Also Eddie Luntz. chairman of the 
After date at the Roxy, Lamouret | board of governors, Hammer, Nick 
opens at the Copacabana, N. Y. Elliott, Juliet Heath, Johnny 


Durante May Cancel 


Copa, N.Y., Due to Illness 


Jimmy Durante is not expected to 
play the Copacabana, N. Y., Feb. 5. 
Durante, who is in Palm Springs 
convalescing from a recent opera- 
tion, is reported as having cancellea 
all personal appearances including a 
tour for the March of Dimes. How- 
ever, the Copa has received no of- 
ficial word of the cancellation. 

Should the _ cancellation ma- 
terialize, the Copa will be in a spo. 
for a replacement. It was originally 
thought that Gertrude Niesen would 
stay on until a name was set up, but 
she’s been booked for  Slapsie 
Maxie’s, Hollywood, starting Feb. 9. 

Probability that Durante will re- 


that friends are arranging a testi- 
monial dinner for him late next 
month. 





White Makes Settlement 
In Auto Deaths Suit 


San Diego, Jan. 20. 

An out of court settlement of 
$8,750 was made by George White 
for auto accident last year in which 
two people were killed and for 
which producer was convicted on 
hit and run charges. 

White served nine months in 
county roadcamp on charges. Rela- 
tives of Claude McLester Lee and 
wife, who were killed, had sued for 
$100,000. 





Wences’ British Tour 


Senor Wences, ventro, has been 
signed for the Casino, London, start- 
ing July 12, by Bernard Delfont, 
its operator, who’s currently in the 
U. S. In addition to the Casino 
| date, Wences will play several houses 
in the British provinces. 

Delfont is currently dickering for 
several other performers including 





Harry Richman. 





main on the Coast is seen by the fact’ 


ing tenure of office in way of 
creating a better understanding 
between talent and employers. At 


conclusion, Mike Hammer, of organi- | 
made | 


zation’s board of governors, 
presentation of a set of luggage. 


McHugh, Charley Rapp, Harry Stone, 
Sim Kerner, Hal Edwards and Bob 
Irwin as board members. 


SPORTS SHOW FOR N. H. 
New Haven, Jan. 20. 

Third annual Sportsmen’s Show 
has been set for Arena here on May 
5-9. 
being promoted 
(Mickey) Wren, who is now lining 
up acts for show. 


+ Refusal of vaudeville bookers 





Assoc. Agents Group On 


Associated Agents of America. Inc., | 


kudosed | 
|Goldstein for what he had accom- | 


As previously, event is again | 
by Michael H. | 


— 


Bookers Holding Off on Top Price Acts, 
Hoping New Talent Will Adjust Things 


te 
make advance commitments for most 
Standard acts indicates that theatre 
|marquees in the near future will 
| have that New Look. The era of the 
Broadway stock company, wherein 
performers repeated most New York 


houses once or twice annually, is 
over. Houses in other parts of the 
country are expected to follow suit. 

As situation currently shapes up, 
the talent-inkers are rarély issuing 
contracts for a future date even 
after it’s evident that the act is do- 
ing well. For one reason, bookers 
have to offer more money wher 
that’s done. Then again, the buildup 
of a backlog of talent futures doesn’t 


permit the pacting of new acts be- 
cause of the necessity of playing out 
ithe contracts already signed. 

plan to go back to 
the former custom of booking prom- 
ising newcomers in conjunction with 
| pictures that are likely to have long 


| Bookers now 


runs. In some cases, they hope to 
|fiank the fresh acts with picture 
names so that they will get top 
showcasing. By this method it’s 


hoped to build up prestige and draw- 
ing power of new turns 


D’Arcy’s Cafe Act 


D’Arcy, film and legit 
actor, is readying a cafe singing act 
of the “personality” type. 

He’s a baritone. 


Alexander 
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JQAQUIN GARAY 


(PRONOUNCED WAUKEEN GAH-RAY) 


YELLED, THEY WHISTLED, AND JUST WOULDN'T LET HIM OFF THE FLOOR. 
Direction: M.C.A._ 


Currently 4th Week 


“ONE OF THE GREATEST OVATIONS EVER GIVEN TO ANY PERFORMER, WAS GIVEN TO OUR OWN JOAQUIN GARAY. HE'S BETTER THAN EVER AND HE HAS ALWAYS BEEN TOPS. THEY 
. . JOAQUIN HAS ACQUIRED A POLISH THAT DEFINITELY STAMPS HIM—BIGTIME. . . .“—SYD GOLDIE, 


HOUSE-OF-HARRIS 
(SAN FRANCISCO) 





Re-opening “Havana Madrid," New York, March 19th 
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Fla. Cafes; Other Reviews 








incisive satire on a travelogue, he 
follows with the Punchy Callahan 
sequence, impreshes of Vallee, 
Crosby, Bob Burns, Vaughn Monroe 
and Ethel Waters to wrap things up. 
And when partner-frau Mary Healy 
comes on for the “Annie Get Your 
Gun” canto, with the two harmoniz- 
ing, and the Hildegarde satirization, 
the house rocks with applause. 
Ravazza is the 
trio to come on 


Continued from page 44 





first of the} 
and clicks in top| 


fashion with his versions of the pops | 
and the special material he essays. | 


Copacabana 
George Jessel is a great performer. 
But in his current engagement at the 


Copacabana he’s suffering from com- | 


petition..of the Tucker-Hayes-Ra- 
vazza lineup across the street. Espe- 
cially with no yoy org | show of 
any consequence to help. In a show- 
wise town such as New York, his 
reminiscenses anent the vaude greats 
ef yesterday and Zanuck, Jimmy | 
Walker and the others of his era, 
probably hit with solid impact; here, 
its a matter of entertainment for 
the tourists from all over the coun- 
try. . The unfortunate factor of no 
support doesn’t help. Betty Jane 
Smith is a neat tapstress. Bernice 
Parks is a good enough and niftily 
begowned thrush, though laboring 
under the impresh that her version 
of a man’s song such as the “Wiffen- 
poof” is strong material. And Jessel 
has to follow. His quietly nostalgic, 
not too punchy routines are in a 
spot; at least here. With a stouter 
supporting setup that could add 
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sparkle and pace, his would be a sock 
sequence. But as currently con- 
stituted, it makes for just pleasant 
listening. Production is neatly 
enough handled by the Wally Wan- 
ger group and Ralph Young does 
okay on the solos. 





Versailles, N. Y. 


Edith Piaf, Bob Grant and 
chito Orchs, $3.50 minimum, 
Saturday. 


Pan- 
$4.50 


The waif-like quality that might, 
perhaps, seem somewhat out of place 
in a Broadway theatre is more 
sharply defined in a nitery such as 
the Versailles for Edith 
Gallic character-chanteuse. In short, 
Miss Piaf reveals she’s an excellent 
saleswoman in an intimate cafe; 
she was not so successful when she 
performed at the Playhouse recently 
on her debut in this country. 


It doesn’t make a smattering of 
difference that lay audiences aren’t 
conversant with Miss Piaf’s native 
French. With that drab black gown, 
those soulful orbs and frowzy coif, 
Miss Piaf might ordinarily be con- 
fusing upon first sight. What, no 
glamour? But then, as she goes into 
her soulful French chants, one gets 


the idea, without knowing the lan- | 


guage, that she’s singing of the 
French sidestreets and their deni- 
zens, with all their heartaches. That 
drab gown and apparently careless 
hair-do are soon not so confusing 
after all. 

Miss Piaf 
quires a special platform for all to 
see. She’s definitely an interesting 
personality whose voice has a 
throaty lack of quality. Since she’s 
more performer than just singer, 
who would dispute her peculiar 
voice quality? 

An orchestral and vocal background 
is excel- 
lent for the tiny headliner, who is, 
incidentally, the lone act here. 

Bob Grant and Panchito’s orchs 
play for the American and Latin 
dancing, respectively; as usual, both 
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Brothers, 


keep the floor crowded. Kahn. 


Minn. Terrace, Mpls. 
(HOTEL NICOLLET) 


Minneapolis, Jan. 10. 
Gordie Bowen Orch (8), 3 Lind 
Sen-ationalists (3); $2.50 
minimum. 





This class room, one of the town’s 
two swankiest supper clubs, .sand- 
wiches in occasional “unknowns” 


between more prominent personali- | 


ties. And every once in a while 
these “unknown” acts come across 
in a big way for it, stirring up much 
word-of-mouth and attracting beff 
business. Currently it’s the Lind 
Bros. 

As far as Minneapolis is concerned, 
the Linds comprise .by far the best 
male singing trio ever to hit a local 
night elub or, for that matter, vaude- 
ville, and ther provide a delightful 
30 minutes of high quality vocalizing. 
It's pretty much straight singing 
without frills, but it’s of such 
a high ealiber that its entertainment 
value proves exceptional. In fact, 
it’s so ear-intriguing that at a late 
hour a crowded night club listened 
with rapt attention to religious num- 
bers. like “Eli Eli” and “Ava 
Maria,” and an operatic aria from 
“Pagliacci,” the celebrated “Vesti La 
Guibba,” which ordinarily probably 
wouldn't be suitable vocal fare at a 
nitery. 

Each of the trio #mpresses as hav- 





ing a legitimate operatic voice and 
thejr very effective arrangements 





ineck 


Piaf, the 


permit individual soloing along with 
the e~eree which is tops. The 
boys mix in a few comedy numbers 


‘embellished by mild but amusing 


clowning, such as “Feudin’ and 
Fightin’,” “McNamara’s Band” and 
“Whatever Happened to Opera?”. 
Other numbers done at show caught 


‘included a Stephen Foster medley, 
|“Anniversary Song,” “Irish Lullaby” 


and a sock novelty, “Flight of the 
Bumble Bee.” And after all that the 
customers still were clamoring for 
more. 

On small floor space, the roller- 
skating Sensationalists, two men and 
a girl, perform thrilling whirls and 


spins. A one-foot spin with the per- 
former wearing a single skate is 
unusual and the whirlwind finish, 


which has two suspended from one 
of the men as they spin at break- 
speed, brings sock applause. 
The Gordie Bowen orchestra, plays 
well for dancing and the show. 
Rees. 


Peaceck Court, 8S. F. 


(MAKK HOPKINS HOTEL) 
San Francisco, Jan. 16. 
Carl Brisson with Dick Lewis, 
Benny Strong Orch (12) with Vir- 
ginia Phillips; cover, $1.50, $2. 





There is a practiced verve about 
Carl Brisson, supported by a wise 
selection of songs, which is register- 
ing strongly here. Plying his knack 





is diminutive and re- | 
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of charming the femmes, Brisson 
moves along through his melange of 
special material, holding the rapt 
interest of the audience. 

Teeing off with a medley of tunes 
long identified with him (“Cocktails 
for Two,” “I Kiss Your Hand 
| Madam,” and “Isle of Capri”), Bris- 
|son then ranges the floor, going from 
ringside table to table, for “Memo- 
|ries of Vienna,” “Sun Goes Up,” 
“Lilette,” “Optimistic Guy,” and 
“Lamplighter,” all of which score 
nicely, and then rounds out stint 
with a Danish medley for audience 
participation, a French number and 
“Lilli Marlene” for most rousing re- 
ception. He holds the floor for 50 
minutes and keeps them applauding 
all the way. Accompanist Dick 
Lewis provides a smooth backing. 

Benny Strong’s orch keeps floor 
crowded for dancing, with Virginia 
Phillips okay on the vocals. Ted. 


Cire’s, Hollywood 


Hollywood, Jan. 10. 
Jerry Lester, with Milton Ross; 
Jack Fina Orch (15), the Continentals 
(4): cover, $1.50 weekdays, $2 week- 
ends. 








Top film names who have managed 
to.. avoid coming down with the 
mysterious “Virus X” have fallen 
prey to something new. Tentatively 
tabbed “Virus JL,” the symptons 
| include aching stomach muscles and, 
in severe cases, sore palms. 

Cause of it all is Jerry Lester, cur- 
rently at this Sunset Spot nitery, 
whose stint is a barrage of belly- 
laughs that winds to a barrage of 
applause from filmites who scream 
for more. 

New, sure-fire material delivered 
in»the easy Lester manner is only 
partly responsible for his success 
here. Rest can be traced to fault- 
less timing and a keen, natural wit. 
Opening night, for example, only 
one gag misfired in a riotous 65-min- 
ute routine—and that was the crowd’s 
fault for the laugh was simply too 
topical, coming from that day's 
papers which many hadn't read. 

Except for a few yock routines 
with straightman Milton Ross, who 
fits Lester’s style perfectly, comic is 
up there all alone. And any single 
who can command attention for over 
an hour in this haven ‘of_table-hop- 
ping filmsters, has plenty on the ball. 

Dance chores, plus a minimum of 
show backing, is capably handled by 
Jack Fina. crew which is drawing 
considerate attention here. Conti- 
nenials, on relief, also keep ‘em on 
the floor. Kap. 





Club Ebony, N. Y. 


Billy Daniels, Tondaleyo & Afro- 
Cubans (3), Archie Savage, Dyna- 
mice Jefferson, Dickie Wells, Mar- 
celine Guera Orch (10), Sabby Lewis 
Orch with Evelyn White (7); mini- 
mums $3, $3.50. 


The recently opened Club Ebony, 
striving to establish itself as the 
successor to the Harlemesque cafes 
that flourished at various times on 
Broadway, has ar idea _ that 
differentiate itself from its prede- 
cessors. Instead of generating in- 
strumental heat and fast shows 
which carbon the oxthodox run of 
nitery, the Ebony is going in for 
erotica in various degrees, which 
may provide a selling point in its 
bid for permanency on the Stem. 

This small-seater, located on the 
site of the defunct Rio Cabana and 
La Conga, offers heat in various 
forms. Layout topped by the Har- 
lem faves Billy Daniels and Tonda- 
leyo, is a well-playing.§ affair, al- 
though in need of tighter and more 
imaginative production. 

Daniels has been a draw for Har- 
lem and 52d street elements for some 
years. He has a pashy delivery 
that’s able to get rapt attention with 
such items as “September Song” and 
“Black Magic.” Opening night he 
got encores despite faulty orchestral 
backing. ai3 
The tess-subtle types of torridity 








may |} 


are by Tondaleyo, backed by a trio 
of Afro-Cuban bongo players and 
singers, who perform a series of 
ritual dances in which hip-waving is 
the major ingredient. The group 
puts itself across nicely. 


A bit of curiosa is by Archie Sav- 
age, who gives out with a singular 
muscular display that would rival 
that of Carrie Finnell. Stripped to 
the waist, Savage shows some amaz- 
ing flexes and muscular control, in- 
corporating these movements in a 
stationary dance. It’s an oddity that’s 
well received. 


Dynamite Jefferson, who manipu- 
lates chairs and tables with his teeth, 
gives the show a fast start. 

The routining of the six-girl line 
isn’t up to par and some of their 
costumes could stand a bit of re- 
furbishing. 

Spot, which has been 
good play of Negro trade, 
a bid for, more paleface 
with installation of the 
Guera band (10) to entice the 
rhumba addicts. Sabby Lewis does 
the showbacking, but on opening 
night was below standard because of 
obvious lack of rehearsals. Jose, 


Click, Philly 
Philadelphia, Jan. 10. 


getting a 
is making 
patronage 
Marcelino 





Ted Weems Orch (18) with 
Shirley Richards, Elmo Tanner, Billy 
Blair, Glenn Martin; Jack Verna 


Band (5); no cover, $2 nlinimum. 

Ted Weems is paying a visit to his 
hometown with a band which has 
rocketed back into top-drawer cali- 
ber via a couple of clicko recordings. 
Weems packs plenty of -showman- 
ship into his stint on the bandstand 
giving fhe customers slick entertain- 
ment as well as danceable music. 

Band’s vocalists lean to the novel- 
ty numbers. Shirley Richards re- 
minds of Martha Raye and Cass 
Daly when she mugs and bounces 
around the mike with “My Uncle 
Fud,” “Feudin’ and Fightin’” and 
the band’s latest bestseller, “The 
Secretary Song.” 

Fatso Billy Blair steps down from 
the sax section to provide laughs 
with “Who Threw the Whiskey 
Down’ the Well,” “Too Fat Polka” 
and “Ding Dong Daddy.” 

Others who help provide an en- 
tertaininkg segment to _ the iant 
Frank Palumbo boite are Imo 
Tanner in his whistling act; Danny 
Martin, romantic baritone, and 
Glenn Martin, who doubles from the 
brass section fof a stint at the mike. 
Weems does a workmanlike job 
with ‘the baton and m.c. chore. 

Verna’s rhumba crew is a hold- 
over and.good. House was jammed 
when caught. (Sat. dinner). Shal. 


Embassy. N. Y. 
Jan Bart, Edwards & Diane, Jerry 
Bergmann, Darien Roberts, Jose 
Cortez, Nino Marais Orch; mini- 


mum $3, $4. 


The Embassy, which recently re- 
opened following a series of. de- 
lays, is apparently aiming for 
smart and quiet entertainment. 
However, it’s still to find talent suit- 
able to carry out this idea. The 
marquee lure currently is Jan Bart, 
who recently wound up 10 weeks at 
the Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J., and has 
been a fave in the Miami Beach re- 
sorts for many seasons, The rest of 
the draw is a neat rhumba outfit and 
a society dance crew. It’s a formula 
that can work out, once the proper 
surrounding talent for the room is 
obtained. ' 


Bart, who has made the jump from 
N. Y.’s lower east side spots to plush 
uptown rooms, is a skilled singer 
who can put over most any type of 
tune. His catalog comprises hit 
numbers from musicals, oldies and 
an operatic aria, which win salvos. 

Edwards and Diane are graceful 














ballroomers with imaginative roy.* 


tines mixing nifty choreograph 
lifts and spins to maintain inks 
However, their numbers as exhibited 
here, show a tendency to look like 
the same dances to different types 
of music. This could be remedied 
by s change of routining for better 
contrast. They're well liked here 
and have been held over from pre. 
vious show. 

Rest of layout has magician Jerry 
Bergmann and songstress Darien 
Roberts, both New Acts. Jose. 


EI Mereeco, Meont’l 


Montreal, Jan. 17. 

Artie Dann, Pat Rooney, Naomi 
Stevens, Millray Line (6), Buddy 
Clarke Orch; minimum, $2. 

In his 57th year in show biz, Pat 
Rooney gathers the reward of his 
long and brilliant’ career. He gets 
‘em from walk on, and walks off to 
solid returns. He does his nifty 
waltz clog and soft-shoe routines to 
“Daughter of Rosie O'Grady,” “Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Band,” “Tea for 
Two,” Irish reel and Joe Frisco 
takeoii in usual expert manner. Has 
to beg off. 


Comedian Artie Dann clicks with 
fresh material and smart delivery. 
His parody, “You Made My Nose 
Too Long,” gets plenty laughs. Winds 
with “Song on Hands” and satirical 
impression of Stokowski directing 
orch for additional salvos. 


Naomi Stevens, blonde looker, 
scores in her song stanza. Gal has 
a flair for comedy that gives added 
impetus to her numbers. Teeing off 
with “Something New, Something 
Old,” she follows with “A Girl’s Best 
Friend Is No” in calypso tempo, and 
“Gin Rhumba” for nice reception. 

Milray Girls do three routines, a 
Can-Can, “Manhattan Serenade” and 
a Strauss waltz medley. Girls and 
costumes are smarter than routines. 
As usual, Buddy Clarke’s orch backs 
shows neatly. Marc. 
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SONIA 


WOJCIKOWSKA 


Unanimous reviews—first night- 
club date—Samovar, Montreal. 


* 


“Making her first cabaret ap- 
pearance is ballerina Sonia 
Wojcikowska, a dancer of 


unusual talent, delightful to 
waich.”—Mentreal Standard. 
“Gracious, elegant, charming, 
she is @ ballerina of style and 
talent.” —Le Canada. 
“All the grace and facility of 
a ballerina, and an astonish- 


ing gift for pantomimie com- 
edy as well.” 
—Montreal Daily Star. 


* 


For Other Enthusiastic Adjec- 
tives See the Montreal Matin, 
Gazette and Herald 


information: COlambeas 5-7628 


MIRIAM 
SEABOLD 


ANNOUNCES 


Exclusive Management 
HARRY LAWRENCE AGENCY 
BERNIE FELDMAN, Per. Rep. 
1650 Broadway, New York City 
Ci 6-6439 
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JUST RETURNED FROM 
21 SUCCESSFUL WEEKS 


SLAPSIE MAXIES 


IN AUSTRALIA 
Thanks to SAM KRAMER 


NOW APPEARING 


Hollywood ~~ 





























Mgt.: WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
AMERICA’S TOP HEADLINE SINGING GROUP 
RCA 
Currently VICTOR 
PALOMAR FAVORITES 
VANCOUVER 
AH Major Networks, 
Theatres and Clubs, 
U. 8. and Canada 
Personal Direction—_ED KIRKESYT 
+2908 SED: Baiiding; New York 26,.N.°¥. | wu st ' Civele 6-9306 
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OBITUARIES 


ARTHUR VOEGTLIN 
Arthur Voegtlin, 90, former stage 
reducer and designer, died Jan. 18 

at his home in the suburbs of Los 
Angeles. He was a leading figure in 
the theatre 30 years ago. 


Member of a family of theatrical 
scenic specialists, he worked as a 
poy for the theatrical firm of Hoyt 
& McKee in the old Madison Square 
theatre, N. Y. Later, he was asso- 
ciated with Thompson & Dundy, 
who built the Hippodrome, and was 
credited with the idea for the thea- 
tre’s under-water tunnel by which 
diving girls disappeared from view. 
In 1904, he staged the Hippodrome’s 
first show, “A Yankee Circus on 
Mars,” and until 1918 was producing 
director of the house. 


He also designed and staged many 
of the features at Luna Park, Coney 
Island. After the first World War, 
he! concentrated on importing and 
exporting productions between the 
U. S: and England, handling such 
hits as “The Lilac Domino,” and 
“Tiger Rose.” In 1937, he went to 
Hollywood as supervisor on a film 
about the Hippodrome, but it was 
never made. One of his last efforts 
was the construction of a _ special 
revolving stage for the “Night of 
Stars” benefit at the Yankee Stadium 
in 1934, 

Son, Jack Voglin, an assistant di- 
rector at Universal-International, 
survives. 





DOUGLAS GILBERT 


Douglas Gilbert, 58, veteran news- 
paperman who specialized in show 
business articles for the N. Y. World- 
Telegram, died Jan. 19 of a heart 
attack in the Hotel Gotham, N. Y. 
where he had visited and lunched 
with a friend. Funeral services are 
being held today (Wednesday) at the 
Little Church Around the Corner, 
with interment at Sand Lake, N. Y. 


Gilbert started his newspaper 
eareer in 1917 and worked on the 
staffs of the N. Y. Post, Daily News 
and the old Evening World before 
joining the World-Telegram. His 
specialty was the theatre and Broad- 
way. He also reviewed plays for 
the World-Telegram and was author 
of two books, “American Vaudeville, 
Its Life and Times,” published in 
1940, and “Lost Chords, the Divert- 
ing. Story of American Popular 
Songs,” published in 1942. He also 
Was narrator on a_ radio. show, 
“Fortune Builders,” which presented 
sketches of leading American in- 
dustrialists. 


He was the father of George Gil- 
bert, of Variety. Wife, daughter 
and grandson also survive. 


my 


LUTHER C. JANES 


Luther C. Janes, 55, business 
agent for the Memphis stagehands’ 
union and assistant stage manager 
at Ellis Auditorium in Memphis, 
died Jan. 13 in a Memphis hospital 
of self-inflicted bullet wounds. He 
had been despondent for some time 

ause of ill health and estrange- 
ment from his wife, and was found 
unconscious at his desk in the audi- 
torium’s electrical supply room. He 
left notes for his wife and an at- 
torney. 


Born in Paris, Tenn., Janes came 
to Memphis 27 years ago. He worked 
for a while as electrician at Loew's 
State, joined the backstage crew at 
the Auditorium 18 years ago and 
had handled the lights for virtually 
every performance of any sort from 
musical comedy to grand opera that 
has played the Auditorium since. He 
also served in the same capacity for 
the Memphis Open Air Theatre dur- 
ing the summer. 

Wife survives. 








W. EDWARD STIRLING 


W. Edward Stirling, 56, British 
actor - manager - playwright, died 
Jan. 12 after a heart attack in Paris. 
He had been connected with French 
radio for the iast few years. 


Born in Birmingham, England, he 
founded the London Players in 1921 
and the next year played a season 
of Shakespearean repertory in Paris, 
establishing his English company 
there. He later toured the continent. 
Stirling subsequently came to the 

S. and in 1939 appeared on 
Broadway in Sacha Guitry’s comedy, 
Where There’s a Will.” 


During the war he escaped from 
rance and did broadcasts for the 
British Broadcasting Co. He re- 
turned to Paris in 1944 as general 
Manager of ENSA entertainments. 
€ also ce-authored a trio of plays, 


ee 


“Captain Swing,” “Crepe de Chine” 
and “The Yellow Poppy.” which he 
produced and appeared in, 





MRS. LOUIS SOBOL 
Lee Sobol, 51, wife of Louis Sobol, 
N. Y. Journal-American Broadway 
columnist, died at Doctors hospital, 
N. Y., Jan. 19, after a prolonged ill- 


ness, Her husband was at her bed- 
side. 
Mrs. Sobol had a host of friends 


in theatrical and literary circles, 


|having frequently accompanied her 


husband to play openings and on 
his nightclub beat. She was a first 
cousin of Al Jolson. The Sobols 
were married 29 years ago. 

Rabbi Stephen S. Wise officiated 
at services held yesterday (Tues.) 
at Riverside Memorial Chapel, N. Y. 
Gene Buck delivered the eulogy. 
Burial was in the family plot at Mt. 
Hope cemetery, Yonkers. 

Also surviving are a daughter, 
Natalie, wife of Dr. Ramon Spritz- 
ler of Los Angeles; an infant grand- 
son, two brothers and a sister. 





HENRY TECK CULLEY 


Henry Teck Culley, 84, father of 
a family of well-known Canadian 
musicians and former president of 
the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians, died Jan. 13 at his home in 
Toronto. Born in London, he went 
to Toronto at an early age, was 
musical director at the Grand Opera 
House for 30 years and also played 
at the Reyal Alexandra, Shea’s and 
the Princess. He was also flautist 
with the Toronto Symphony for 25 
years and taught at the Royal Con- 
servatory of Music, Toronto, until 
his retirement. 

Four sons, all of whom survive, 
are Fred, musical director of the 
Fred Waring Orchestra; George, 
trumpet player with Fred War- 
ing; Harry, musical director of the 
Royal Alexandra, Toronto, and Ed- 
ward, sax player, Toronto. 





EDITH CANTER LAZEAR 


Edith Canter Lazear, radio and 
concert singer, died last week at her 
home in Pittsburgh after a short ill- 
ness, Former soloist with the Al- 
bany Symphony and the Cincinnati 
Summer Opera, Mrs. Lazear was 
also featured many times in her 
home town with the Pittsburgh Con- 
cert Society and the city’s Little 
Symphony. At one time or an- 
other, she has also been starred on 
her own programs over every fra- 
dio station there. 


Husband, Joseph G. Lazear, and 
two daughters survive. 





FREDERICK MORTIMER HEATON 

Frederick Mortimer Heaton, 69, 
retired advertising man and former 
advance agent for Ringling Broth- 
ers-Barnum & Bailey Circus, died 
Jan. 13 at Kennedy Veterans Hos- 
pital, Memphis. A native of Fay- 
etteville, Ark. Heaton travelled 
for many years ahead of the 
circus, engaged in ad business in 
Mississippi and Florida and joined 


General Outdoor Advertising in 
Memphis in 1934. He retired in 
1939. 


Son, stepdaughter and two sisters 
survive. 





MARGARET F. CRANDALL 

Mrs. Margaret F. Crandall, for- 
mer circus bareback rider, died Jan. 
12 in Toledo. At the age of 10 she 
went on the road with the John 
Robinson circus, later appearing 
with Ringling Bros. Barnum & 
Bailey, Hagenback- Wallace and 
other shows. She made a European 
tour 18 years ago with Ringling. 
The specialty act, featuring Mrs. 
Crandall and her husband, the late 
Frederick Crandall, was billed as 
the Riding Crandalls. 

Two sisters survive. 

BARNEY HORRIGAN 

Barney Horrigan, 71, former ma- 
gician, died Jan. 10 in Tulsa, Okla. 
Since his retirement from the stage 
he was in the oil business there. He 
was the brother of James Horrigan, 
who also toured vaude circuits here 
and abroad as “Harrigan, Tramp 
Juggler.” The brothers often toured 
on the same bill but with different 
acts, which prompted the brother’s 
switch of the Harrigan billing to 
ayoid confusion. 

Wife, brother, 
children survive. 


sister and three 





CARLO EDWARDS 
Carlo Edwards, 57, former assistant 
conductor of the Metropolitan Opera 





Co., died Jan. 15 in New York. He 
‘studied and -« eenducted 


® eemaa+*@4-» *- “eee ree . 


fore coming to the Metropolitan. He 
originally studied voice in Milan and 
had given several concerts before 
deciding to switch to conducting. 

In 1933, while conductor of the 
Tulsa (Okla.) Civic Orchestra, he 
had to have his right foot amputated 
as a result of an auto accident. 





SOLOMON MIHOELS 
Solomon Mihoels, art director of 
the Moscow Jewish Theatre, died 
Jan. 12 in Russia. He was chairman 
of the anti-fascist Jewish committee 
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NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L)) 21 





during the war, and had visited the 
U. S. in interest of that work in 
1943. 

He won special acclaim for por- 
trayal of Shakespearean roles dur- 
ing his 30 years with the MJT. 





HERMANN ZILCHER 

Hermann Zilcher, 66, German con- 
cert pianist and composer, died 
Jan. 17 in Berlin. He was formerly 
servatory, where he staged Mozart 
festivals. 

Among his best known musical 
compositions were “Klage,” “Night 
and Morning,” “Reinghart,” “Trilo- 
gie on Leidenschaften” and “The 
Love Mass.” 





LEE L. JONES 
Lee L. Jones, 57, a retired ex- 
hibitor, died Jan, 8 in Tucson, Ariz. 
He formerly was a resident of Kan- 
sas City and at one time was a man- 
ager for some of the Missouri houses 
of the Commonwealth circuit. 


Wife, two sons and two sisters 
survive. 
ROBERT WATSON 
Robert Watson, 65, Scottish 


author and Hollywood correspon- 
dent for tre Glasgow Sunday Mail 
died Jan. 13 in Santa Ana, Cal., 
from injuries received New Year’s 
eve, when he was struck by an auto, 

He was technical expert on many 
pictures. 





WALTER BENNIN 

Walter Bennin, 43, office manager 
of Metro’s Milwaukee exchange, 
died Jan. 15 in that city of a heart 
attack. He had been with Metro 
since 1930. His brother, Herbert, 
manager of Metro’s St. Louis branch. 

Wife and two children also sur- 
vive, 





EZ KEOUGH 
Ez Keough, 59, head of a the- 
atrical booking agency in Chicago, 
(Continued on page 48) 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Dick Smith, son, 
Phoenix, Jan. 8. Father is Arizona 
district manager of Fox West Coast 
Theatre chain. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Griffin, daugh- 
ter, Phoenix, Dec. 17. Father is 
manager of the Fox theatre there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Richards, 
daughter, New York, Jan. 16. Father 
is one-night booker for Music Corp. 
of America’s N. Y. office. 

Mr. and ‘Mrs. Jack Tunstill, son, 
Memphis, Jan. 3. Father is manager 
of Malco theatre, Memphis. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lou Heiden, son, 
Chicago, Dec. 24. Father is an en- 
gineer with NBC Central Division. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Lanterman, 
daughter, Chicago, Jan. 13. Father 
is engineering maintenance super- 
visor at NBC there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eddy Howard, son, 
Chicago, recently. Father is the 
orch leader. 

Mr. and Mrs. Art Hellyers, son, 
Chicago, Jan. 12. Father is staff 
member at WMAW, Milwaukee. 

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Casson, 
son, Dublin, Ireland, Jan. 3. Father’s 
an actor with Radio Eireann Rep. 
Co.; mother is a scenic designer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Crabtree, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, Dec. 29. 
Father’s the Theatre Guild actor- 
director; mother’s the former ac- 
tress, Mary Evelyn Ducey. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Zeltner, daugh- 
ter, Pittsburgh, Jan. 10. Fatber’s on 
the KQV staff there. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Robertson, 
son, Pittsburgh, Jan. 3. Father’s a 
WMCK announcer there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Al Skiegen, son, 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 12. Father man- 
ages the Cameraphone theatre there 
for WB. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lou Bolton, daugh- 
ter, San Francisco, Jan. 3. Father’s 
a talent scout who formerly man- 
aged Boyd Raeburn band. 

Dr. and Mrs. Bernard Braverman, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, Jan. 3. Moth- 
er’s the daughter of Archie Fineman, 
indie circuit exhib. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Saittis, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, Dec. 27. Father 
ownes Sheraden and Crafton Heights 
theatres in Pitt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Hecht, daughter, 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. Mother (Gina 
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Sammy Kaye Orc 

The Fontaines 

Florence Desmond 

| Music Hall (1) 22 

|'Margaret Sande 

| George Tator 

|} Ronalde 

Ernie & Marquita 

Rockettes 

iCorps de Ballet 

iGlee Club 

iSyvm Ore 

|Paramount (P) 21 | 

Andy Russell | 

Helen Forrest j 

Dick Wesson | 

Mack & Desmond 

Jecry Wald Orc 
Roxy (I) 21 

Iictna Massey 

iRolly Rolls 

|Vasso Argyris 

i|Rosario & Antonio 

| Strand (W) 23 

iLionel Hampton O 

ONX 
| Windsor (1) 23-24 
|The Elgins 


George Freems 
Ethel Lynn 


Metrotones 

Chet Clark 
BROOKLYN 

Flatbush (1) 23-25 

Roberta Circus 


Alan Stone 
The Crawfords 
Joyce & Sheidon 
Lee Noble 
Queens 
Jamaica (1) 
$3 Reddingtons 
Ramona Lang 
Sherman Bros & 
Tessie 
Grace Johnston 
Nino Ghezzi 
Earl Lippy 
Kenneth Zoya * 
Palermos Dogs 
fone to fill) 
BOSTON 
Keiths (R) 
Bill Robinson 
West & Lexing 
Renald & Rudy 
Jane Kean 
(two to fill) 
CHICAGO 
Chicage (P) 22 
Esther Williams 
Wally Brown 
Lane & Claire 
Lowry & Rae 
Oriental (I) 22 
Sugar Chile Robin'n 
Carl Sands Ore 
Lee Davis 
M & M Viera 
Regal (P) 23 
Cab Calloway Ore 
Berry Bros 
Apue & Estrelita 
Nick & Virgie 


21-24 


22 





BRISTOL 
Hippodrome (1) 
Babes in Woods 
Arthur Luean 
Jean Adrienne 
Bert Platt 
Finley Bros 
Valerie Lawson 
Jeanne Goddard 
Josephine Anne “ 
Harry Sims 
Carol Lane 
Doreen Davies 
Pamela Roye 
Rita Baker 
Yeoman 6 
Campb'll & Rog’r'n 
E Flying Ballet 
Dassie Bros 
Peggy Barnes 
12 Little Olivettes 

AR 


New Theatre (1) 19 
Sleeping Beauty 
Freddie Forbes 
Nita Croft 
Phil Strickland 
Bert Murray 
Billie Love 
Isobel Marden 
Jill Dunckley 
Leon & Kiki 
Hamilton Robins 
Sidney Trevelyan 
Vilma De Boer 
Robbs & Globe Gls 
Balmoral 4 
Charles Ancaster 
Beaton’s 12 Juves 
CHISWICK 
Empire (1) 19 
Cinderella 
Freddie Foss 
Nancy Burns 
Gwyneth Lascelles 
Jones & Thomas 
Johnny Cavanagh 
Anne Wheatley 
Leslie Barker 
Alec Harland 
Helen Jutson 
Renee Nichols 
Anthony Gordon 
B&H Nicol 
Court 4 
Beam’s 12 Babes 
Lawson's Ponies 
DERBY 
Grand (1) 19 
Babes in Woods 
Sandy Lane 
Norman Griffin 
Patricia Gall 
Ruby Riggs 
Pamela Denis 
Diana Lincoln 





19 


COLUMBUS 


Palace (R) 26-28 
Horace Heidt Ore 
DAYTON 
Keiths (R) 22 
Vaughn Monroe Ore 
Moonmaids 
Dunhilis 
Frankie Fontaine 
Bobbie Trelease 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 21 
Fayne & Foster 
Bobby Van 
Geri Blanchard 
Bert Wheeler 
Janet & Paul 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carmen (J) 22 
iPat tooney Jr 
Candy Stevens Co 
Stagg McMann 3 
Louis & Oliver 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (1) 23 
“Playtime Follies’ 


Gautiers Bricklay’s 


Nelson Sis 
Jeannette Starr 
Jim MeNally 


Oscar Lopez 
Paul Walker Ore 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (R) 21 
Joey Rardin 
Garry Wood 
Sensationalists 
Rochelle & Bebee 
(two to fill) 
SOLTH BEND 
Palace (P) 22 only 
Cab Calloway Orc 
Berry Bros 
Apus & Estrelita 
Nick & Virgie 
SPRINGFIEL 
Court Sq (1) 2 
Hum & Strum 
The Kayos 
Ross & Champions 
Danny Shaw 
Foran. Sis 
Edward Sis 
WASHINGTON 
Capitel (L) 22 
Authur La Fleur 
Ann Russell 
Gene Sheldon 
Harrison & Fisher 
Howard (1) 23 
Nellie Lutcher 
J Lunceford Ore 
Butterbeans & 
Susie 
Bunny Briggs 
Chuck Brown 
WOONSOCKET 
New Park (I) 
only 
Meyers & Walker 
R & B Pickert 
Bernie West 
Da Cal 3 
Ray /Jorey 
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BRITAIN 


-Gordon Court 


Malpass & Brown 
George Stevens 
Beryl Crook 
Keith Brereton 
Chollerton Babes 
Zio Angels Co 
HACF NEY 
Empire (1) 19 
Hutch 
Maudie Edwards 
M & H Nesbitt 
Al Carthy 
Ford & Lenner 
McDonald & Gr’h’'m 
Rita Carmo 
Raynor & Bett 
LEICESTE 
Opera House (1) 19 
Humpty Dumpty 
Duggie Wakefield 
G Huntley-Wright 
Stan Little 
Doreen Lavender 
Harold Childs 
Roy Jefferies 
Hugh Harden 
Little Jack 
D Harris & Stan 
Biel’s 12 Juves 
Palace (I) 19 
Max Miller 
Leslie Strange 
Al Carthy 
Ford & Lenner 
D Gray & Bro 
Eva ay Wong 
Drage 
Vivienne & Trene 
Alfred Thripp 
LONDON 
Stoll (1) 19 
Stars on Ice 
SHEPHE’DS BUSH 
Empire (I) 19 
Babes in Woods 
Ernie Lotinga 
Joan Edmondson 
Chris Wortman 
Kenneth Jackson 
D Elphinstone 
Valerie Turner 
Christine Moore 
Storr Bros 
Leo Eno 
Carol Gaye 
Jerry Lane 
Sylvia Oldéendaal 
Wizard Prangs 
K Empire Babes 
Ellis Debutantes 
WOODS GREEN 
Emptre (I) 19 
Chuck Aladdin 
Freddie Frinton 
Pat Taylor 








Arnold Bell 


Johnson Clark 
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Copacabana 
Gertrude Niesen 


Irwin Corey 

Sondra Barrett 

Jeff Clay 

Florence & Frederic 

Michael Durso Ore 

Fernando Alvarez O 
El Chico 

F Del Monte 

Victoria Barcelo 

Rita & Rozino 

Los Panchos 
Embassy 

Jan Bart 

Edwards & Diane 

|Jerry Bergmann 

| Darien Roberts 

} Harem 

| Martha Raye 

Beatrice Kraft Ders 

B Yost Guardsmen 

Elisa Jayne 

John Elliot 


Mack Triplets 
Nevada Smith 
Kanazawa 3 
Fausto Curbello O 
Art Roman O 

Hotel Edison 
Tommy Reed Ore 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Chas Jordan 
Hope Emerson 
Hazel Webster 
Downey & Fonville 
Highlights 

Hotel Biltmore 
Russ Morgan Ore 
Tom Grant Orc 
Hotel Commodore 








Havana-Madrid 
Lecuona Cub’n B’ys 
Cerneys 
Sacasas Ore 

Iceland 
Boyd Heath 
H. R, Whitehouse 
Roya Curie 
Ben Ribble 
rhree Ribs 

La Martinique 
Jan Murray 
Ralph Font Ore 
T & P Rodriquez 

Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Art Waner Ore 
Sherry Britton 
Lyda & Yanni 
VW e Danville 
Lenore Rogers 
Betty Gaynelle 
Danny Sullivan 
Shepard Line 

Old Roumapbias 
Sadie Banks 
Joey Dean 
Joe LaPorte 
D’Aquila Ore 
Essex House 
Erwin Kent Ore 

Latin Quarter 
Harvey Stone 
Georgie Tapps 
Jerry Keeber 
Smith Sis 
Patricia Adair 
C & T Valdez 
Muriel Kime 
Bon Vivants 
Vincent Travers O 


Ore 


Ore 











Met.: 
1501 Broadway 
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Sonny Dunham 
Mel Torme 
Hotel Lexington 
Pineapple Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Larry Clinton O 
Marshal Beard 
Phil Romayne 
Terry Brent 
Jay Martin 
Helen Lee 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Frankie Carle 

Hotel Pierre 
Calgary Bros 
Chas Reader Ore 
Van Smith Ore 

Hotel Plaza 
Hildegarde 
Joel Herron Ore 
Salvatore Gioe 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo O 
Hotel St Moritz 
Edo Lubich Ore 
Mirko 

Hotel St Regis 

Evalyn Tyner 
Rosalind Courtright 
Laszlo & Pepito 

Hotel Taft 


Ruban Blea 
Maxine Sullivan 
Connie Sawyer 
Elaine Barrett 
Bernie George 
Hal Hastings 3 
Wally Blacker 


Spivy’s 
Splvy 


Diane Courtney 
Hayes Gordon 
Skeptics 
Versailles 
Edith Piaf 
Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 
Piute Pete 
Kay Carole 
Rosanne 
Populaires 
Buccaneers Ore 
Village Vanguard 
Josephine Premice 
Louise Howard 
Max Kaminsky 8 
Don Frye 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Victor Borge 
Emil Coleman Orc 





Vincent Lopez Ore 
Charlie Drew 


Blackhawk 
Art Kassel 
Ray Olsen 
Gloria Hart 
Randy Brown 
T & J Mahoney 

Chez Paree 
Marty Gould Ore 
Kitty Kallen 
Martin & Lewia 
Betty Bruce 
Paul Sydell 
Ches Adorables 12 
Hotel Blackstone 
Ray Morton Ore 
Kay Thompson & 

Williams Bros 
Hotel Bismark 

Pierre Cartier 
Benno Delson O 
Tracy Sisters (2) 
The Paulons (2) 
Tony Dipardo Qre 
Maurice & Maryea 

Helsings 
Nino Milo 
Bill Chandler Ore 
Larry Ross 
Minda Lang 


Misha Borr Ore 


CHICAGO 


Sharkey the Seal 
Les Canova (2) 
Preston Lambert 
Marian Fedele 
Song Stylists (4) 
D Hild Dancrs (13) 


Hotel Sherman 
Bonnie Baker 
Marty Hogan 
Freddie Slack Ore 
Jeanne Williams 
Carl Marx 
Pat Curran 
Pat Varner 


Latina 
Billy Vine Co 
Buddy Shaw Ore 
Jackie Hamlin 
Joan Fields 
Carrol Sis 

Palmer House 
Phil Regan 
Murray Arnold Or 
Andrea Adagio Trie 
Rudy Cardenas 

Hotel Stevens 
Dorothy Shay 





Mary F. Kincaid 
H Edgewater Beach 
George Olsen Orc 


nitery vocalist, 
Alma Marks to 





strander, Los Angeles, 
Bride was formerly radio writers’ 


Skitch Henderson O 
Pryde & Day 
Boulevar-dears 





MARRIAGES 
Grace Morrow to John Meehan, 
Hollywood, Jan. 10. 
mount researcher; he’s an art direc- 
tor at the same studio, 

Mary Jane Dodd to Bernard 
Reuter, Chicago, Jan. 13. 


She’s a Para- 


Bride is 


Montgomery Os- 
last week. 














Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 








Bagatelle Cafe Societ 
Dorothy Ross (Downtown 

Blue Angel Rose Murphy 
Amanda Laine Helen Humes 
Kaye Ballard Dorothy Jarnae 
Herb Jeffries Cliff Jackson 
Hal Cooke Edmund Hall Ore 
Elliott & Jurist Diamond Horseshoe 


Ellis Larkin 3 Mata & Hari 








Carnival Choral Octet 
Ed Wynn Gleb Yellin Ore 
Jane Pickens Juenger Ballet 
Greb & Lober China Doll 
Dick & Dot Remy Ming & Ling 
Graham Sis Wong Sis 
Ray Jacquemot Laurie Long 
Chas Irwin Beatrice Fung Oye 
Chas Blagkman oy UW Curbello Orc 
Gao Orc beees Jack Prase Ore 

“*e - *RseGavtaeee 43 * 


representative with William Morris 
Agency in New York. 
Janet Lauterstein to Frank Glazer, 
New York, Jan. 16. Groom is a 
pianist and composer; bride is an in- 
structor at Mannes Music School, 
N.S, 
Martha Margaret Gallagher to 
Thomas Hambly Beck, Aspetuck, 
Conn., Jan. 16. She’s a radio and 
legit actress; he’s chairman of the 
board of Crowell-Collier, publishers. 
Hjordis Tersmeden to David 
Niven, London, Jan. 14; groom is 
film actor. 


Faith Domergue to Hugo Fre- 
gonese, Juarez, Mexico, Oct. 7, 1947, 
just revealed. She’s under contract 
to Howard Hughes; he’s. a Metro 
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House Reviews 


Roxy, N. ¥. 


Iiona Massey, Rolly Rolls, Vasso 
Argyris. Rosario & Antonio & Co., 
Choral Ensemble (24), Roxyettes, 
Paul Ash House Orch; “An Ideal 
Husband” (20th), reviewed in VARIE- 
ty, Nov. 26, 1947. 


» 





Roxy layout this session maintains 
a high level of entertainment 
throughout, but lacks excitement. 
There's just nothing that punches 
across to make the difference be- 
tween’ an ordinary show and an 
extraordinary one. Nearest to it is 
Rolly Rolls, French pianist, who 
combines some real artistry on the | 
88 with clowning that gets the | 
laughs the program so badly needs. 


Rolls turns in one serious Rach- 
maninoff number and some legit 
boogie-woogie, which serves to 
round out and set off his comedy 
routine. Best of his numbers is his 
imitation of various type pianists, 
such as the blase, the gay, the near- 
sighted, the jitterbug and the boogie- 
woogie player. It wins solid reaction 
from the house. 


In top spot on the bill is Iona 
Massey, who's been at the Roxy be- 
fore and the week prior to her pres- 
ent date was at the Versailles, New 
York nitery. Hungarian warbler re- | 
tains all the blonde magnificence 
and class that has marked her pre- 
viously, but shows no really top- 
notch talent in the pipes department. 
It’s a pleasant enough voice she has, 
but not sufficiently distinguished to 
earn her more than passing plaudits 
from audience. She does “Zing Went 
the Strings of My Heart,” a Hun- 

arian number, and “I Have But 

ne Love.” 


Bill also includes another singer, 
Vasso Argyris, in an early spot. He 
does some operatic warbling for mi- 
nor results, backed by the 24-voice 
choral ensemble. Latter, standing on 
a steep platform running up behind 
a orch, serves well throughout the 

ow. 


Rosario & Antonio, with their own 
company of dancers, provide most of 
the production scope in the layout, 
although, of course the Roxyettes 
are on hand with a very handsome 
hoopskirt number. Pair of Spanish 
terpers are firstrate technicians and 
showmen. Not only is their own 
footwork appealing, but their com- 
pany is topnotch—to the extent of 
occasionally outshining them. One 
weakness of the whole turn is An- 
tonio’s constant effort at “cuteness.” 
That’s unnecessary for a performer 
of his legitimate talents. : 


Paul Ash orech does the usual 
capable job of backing the show 
from its position onstage: Herb. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, Jan. 16. 
John Boles, Danny Drayson, Al 
Robinson & Alkali Ike, Wilfred Mae 
Trio, Juanito & Anita, Les Rhode 
Orch; “Road to Rio” (Par). 


Niftily blended show installed 
here week goes well all the way. 

Suave looking John Boles belts 
them with his approach and easy 
delivery of the musicomedy and pop 
tunes he purveys. Tees off with a 
medley, then swings to a special “I 
Can't Get Off My Horse” and then 
“Begin the Beguine” for change of 
pace. Encores with “Desert Song” 
for solid »eception. 

Pace setters are the Wilfred Mae 
Trio. Hoop stuff is tops, with the 
rings-work bringing gasps and ap- 
plause. 

Danny Drayson emcees in easy, 
smooth fashion. Slim little guy 
clicks in his own spot with eccentric 
hoofery and fast wordage to neat 
returns. 

Ventro Al. Robinson reveals a 
technique which impresses, his 
dummy, Alkali Ike, in slick fashion. 

Juanito and Anita handle the terp 
section for nice palming. Specialize 
in flamenco dances, with enough 
imagination and color to rack up 
healthy reaction. 

Les Rhode house orch handles 
show backing in good style. Lary. 


Orpheum, Mpls. 
Minenapolis, Jan. 17. 

Horace Heidt Orch (14) with 
Heidt Tones (6), Harold Peck, Don 
Rice, Hallyard Patterson, Allen Bodie, 
Dick Contino, Devy Davenport, Har- 
old Parr, Minneapolis Opportunity 
Contest Winners (6); “Crime Doc- 
tor’s Gamble” (Col). 











After an absence of three years 
from theatres and radio, Horace 
Heidt has tossed his hat back into 
both rings again. And if the large 
turnout despite a near-blizzard and 
the boisterous welcome given him 
are any criterion, he hasn't been for- 
gotten and still possesses that pulling 


' of Music,” illustrating various phases 


all announced as 12-year-olds, and 
a trio of local amateur contesting 
acts (different ones at every show). 
Along with the aforegoing are the 
band, comprising four saxes, four 
rhythms and five brass plus Heidt, 
going in more for clowning than mu- 
sic and confining itself to just a 
couple of straight-out musical num- 
bers; a newcomer comedian of fair 
ability with much ancient material 


and business, a really fine blind 
singer, a Heidt “discovery,” and a 
passable mixed singing sextette. 


Heidt ringmasters the proceedings as 
capably as ever, keeps things moving 
fast and gets on the same friendly. 
intimate terms with audience as for- 
merly. An enormous quantity helps 
to make up for any lack of over-all 
quality. 

The band starts off with “History 


of its developments and giving im- 
pressions of other bands, while Heidt 
describes it all. There are comedy 
high-jinks by the musicians for their 
second contribution, “The Green 
Grass Grew All Around.” Then Har- 
old Peck, 17-year-old Phillip Morris 
amateur, proves a proficient tap 
dancer. 

Don Wright, comedian, does the fa- | 
miliar impression of a girl arising in | 
the morning and dressing, among 
uther bits of business, more or less 





funny, and 10 band members in fem- 
inine attire stir more mirth with a} 
burlesque ballet number. Hallyard 
Patterson, 17-year-old Negro ama- 
teur, demonstrates skill at the, 
ivories, his two piano numbers, Alec | 
Templeton’s “Tecate” and “Hodge | 
Podge Boogie,” winning good ap- 
plause. 

The Heidt Tones, three girls and 
three boys, are assisted by Heidt in 
vocalizing of “Civilization.” Devy 
Davenport, another amateur, is an 
exotic dancer sparsely attired. More | 
supposedly cOmedy is on tap when} 
Allen Bodie, NBC sourid man, re- 
veals how radio sound effects are 
created while a playlet ensues at the 
mike. : 

Rice, with Heidt as a stooge, essays 
some more nonsense along with gags 
of ancient vintage. The band follows 
with a “Linger Awhile,” which is 
well received. Dick Cantino, another 





of Heidt’s amateurs, announced as a 


five-time Phillip Morris winner, 
clicks on the accordion, playing 
“Twelfth Street Rag,” “Lady of 


Spain” and “That’s My Desire.” He 
and Harold Parr, the blind singer 
who brings back memories of Fred 
Lowery, are the show’s standout per- 
formers. Parr’s singing of “Whif- 
fenpoof Song” and “Old Rugged 
Cross” is socko. 

Local Opportunity Contest win- 
ners, including a good-looking girl 
singer and a four-man glee club, one 
member of which is an assistant 
county attorney here, also get over. 
Show’s windup is a jam _ session, 
plenty lively. Rees. 


Hippedrome, Balto. 
Baltimore, Jan. 18. 


Claude Thornhill Orch (16) with 
Fran Warren and Gene Williams; 
Berk & Hallow, Barney Grant; “Love 
From a Stranger” (EL). 


Claude Thornhill’s orch is a 
smooth aggregation solidly fronted 
by the telling pianistics of the 
maestro and comprises an instru- 
mentation of five brass, four sax, 
three rhythm and two French horns 
which add novelty. It’s on the sweet 
side and pleasing to the ear. Open- 
ing number, “Arabian Dance,” a 
lengthy arrangement, supplies a 
tg motif for the balance of the 
stint. 

Male vocalist, Gene Williams, fol- 
lows with “Almost Like Being in 
Love” and a novelty “Hey, Boy,” 
which garner strong returns ‘and 
makes a good spot. for Berk & Hal- 
low, mixed hoofing team, for straight 
tappery winding up in strong chal- 
lenge stuff. Thornhill follows with 
a sesh at ivories in which he whacks 
out a medley including “Who,” “An- 
niversary Song” and “You Do,” a 
bell-ringing spot which holds with 
contributions of band’s femme 
chirper, Fran Warren. Singer with 
plenty of know-how punches out 
“Love for Love,” “Sunday Kind of 
Love” and “It Had to Be You,” all 
groovy and to maximum response. 

Highlight is Thornhill’s working 
out of the “Warsaw Concerto” en 
the piano which sets strong comedy 
niche held by Barney Grant in a 
routine of hillbilly stuff aided by 
guitar strumming. Thornhill and 
crew close show with sock rendition 
of “Oh, You Beautiful Doll.” 








Biz all right. Burm. 
RKO. Boston 
Boston, Jan. 16. 
Lanny Ross, Marie McDonald, 





power of ola. 

For his re-entry, Heidt offers a. 
variety rather than a band show and | 
the entertainment on tap is remi- | 
niscent of the late Major Bowes’ | 
troupes’ shenanigans and the Olsen- ! 
Johnson jamborees. It stacks up as, 
rather crude, rough and ordinary, | 
but the audience at show caught here | 
apparently found it a lot of fun and 
much to its liking. 

Show includes four Phillip Morris | 
radio show ‘amateur prize winners. 


Winik & Mae, Ladd Lyon, Low, Hite 
& Stanley; Larry Flint House Orch; 
“Pirates of Monterey” (U). 





Current bill shapes up okay with 
Lanny Ross in the top spot. 

Opens with Winik and Mae, two 
kids offering neat ballroomology. 
Ladd Lyon follows and clicks with 
chatter and a slick acro routine, aid- 
ed by audience stooge—in this case 
his brother. Low, Hite and Stanley 


score with ludicrous clowning and 
horseplay. 

Marie McDonald displays . easy 
stage manner and pleasing voice on 
“It Had to Be You,” “Can't Get a 
Man With a Gun” and “Ballerina.” 
Plenty nonchalant with the custom- 
ers, taking the wolf calls in stride. 

Ross goes big with stubholders. 
Generous with songs, including on 
his list “Falling in Love,” “Whif- 
fenpoof” and “Antoinette,” a French 
novelty, among others. At show 
caught he encored with “Make Be- 
lieve.” Finale brings out Ross and 
Miss McDonald in a duet on “Em- 
braceable You” with more clowning 
than vocalizing. Elie. 


Apelie, N. Y. 

King Cole Trio, Noble Sissle Orch 
(12) with Katherine Craves; Luck & 
Lucky, 2 Smith Kids, Danny Dennis, 
Spider Bruce, Vivian Harris, John 
Vigal; “Wyoming” (Rep). 





The Apollo, N. Y., should be in 
for a banner take on current week 
with sure-shot marquee lure of King 
Cole Trio, plus Noble Sissle’s band, 
sharing topline honors. Combo drew 
standees at opening Friday (16). 

Sissle, Negro composer and band- 
leader, is making his first appearance 
at the Apollo in a couple of years, 
during which time he and crew had 
held forth at Billy Rose’s Diamond 
Horseshoe, N. Y. nitery. For this 
theatre date he’s fronting a crew 
comprising three rhythm, five sax, 
three trumpets, which splendidly 
handles showbacking for other acts 
as well as clicking on own in a 
quartet of band numbers. Of the lat- 
ter, a new arrangement of “Wild 
About Harry” and Lamar’s “Boogie” 
garner loudest salvos. Katherine 
Graves, songstress, gives with a jivey 
treatment of “The Gentleman Is a 
Dope.” 

King Cole Trio, in closing spot, 
cops the show by reprising jukebox 
faves, such as “Baby Likes to Rebop,” 
“Save the Bones for Henry,” “Those 
Things Money Can’t Buy” and “Alb 
I Got Is Me.” Cole pianos and han- 
dies the vocals, backed by electric 
guitar and bass, in usual slick man- 
ner to win plenty applause. 

Sandwiched between Sissle’s band 
and Cole Trio are a trio of acts, con- 
sisting of Luck & Lucky, tap team; 
Two Smith Kids, and Danny Dennis, 
unicyclist-juggler, all reviewed un- 
der New Acts. In addition there’s 
also the comedy skit by house comic 
Spider Bruce, Vivian Harris and 
John Vigal, a switch on the jealous 
husband burley bit, that gets plenty 
laughs. Edba 








s 7 
Obituaries 
Continued from page 47 


died Jan. 15 there. His son was as- 
sociated with him in the business. 

Brother and three grandchildren 
also survive. 








ANNABELLE GLADMAN 
Mrs. Annabelle Flowers, 49, re- 
tired actress known professionally 
as Annabelle Gladman, died Jan. 15 
in Hollywood. She gave up her 
screen career four years ago. 





SAMUEL SIEGEL 
Samuel Siegel, 72, mandolinist and 
composer, died Jan. 11 jp Burbank, 
Cal. He was the father of Don Sie- 
gel, Warner director. 
Wife also survives. 





Mother, 93, of Robert E. Sherwood, 
playwright, died Jan. 1° in her New 
York home, after a ovrief illness. 
Around the turn of the century, she 
won several awards for her portrait 
paintings. 

Two other sons, a daughter, 
brother and two sisters also survive. 

Husband of Anne Morrison 
Chapin, playwright and_ screen 
writer, died last week at the St. 
Margaret’s Hospital, Pittsburgh, aft- 
er a long illness. 





Edward Krauss, 79. oldest mem- 
ber of the Paramount police force, 
died Jan. 13 in Hollywood after a 
heart attack. 





Father of Jerry Zigmond, in charge 
of Paramount theatres in San Fran- 
cisco, died Jan. 15 in Hollywood. 





Wife, 47, of Paul Covert, stage 
manager of Warners’ station KFWB, 
Hollywood, died Jan. 15 there. 





C. H. Lindbiem, 53, motion picture 
engineer, died Jan. 13 in Hollywood, 
following a heart attack. 





Mother, 77, of Franklin Pangborn, 
film character actor, died Jan. 17 in 
Hollywood. 





William Crockett O’Hare, 56, own- 
er of American Freedom mag and 
former manager of the Texas the- 
atre, San Antonio, died Jan. 12 in 
that city. 





Wife, 30, of Julian Hartt, former 
INS writer and film publicist, Jan. 13 
in Greensville, Mich., where he’s 





now editing a paper. 
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New 


HAYES GORDON 

Sengs 

10 Mins. 

Spivy’s Reof, N. Y. 

Hayes Gordon, doubling from the 
musical “Brigadoon,” in making his 
nitery bow, impresses as likely cafe 
fodder once he gets more experi- 
ence in this field. He has a well- 
groomed bary, which he can control 
to meet the requirements of this 
small room, or can let out for the 
larger spots. In addition, his pre- 
cise phrasing and diction gives him 
a solid base upon which to build 
a cafe act for the smart rooms. 
Gordon’s immediate need, how- 
ever, is a sapient tune selection so 
that he can get more variety into 
his offerings. At show caught, he 
did a series of hits from legit musi- 
cals, including “Almost Like Being 
in Love,” “Dancing in the Dark” 
and “You and the Night .and the 
Music,” all of which offer virtually 
the same mood and tempo. A great- 
er tune variety and more nitery 
experience will make him a wel- 
come addition to the cafe scene. 
Jose. 


THE SKEPTICS (2) 

Comedy 

9 Mins. 

Spivy’s Reof, N. ¥. 

The Skeptics, a youthful couple, 
have the makings of a pleasant com- 
edy act. They show a pleasing blend 
of satire on a variety of subjects 
which can be built up only with 
expert delivery. 

As is, they show only a brand 
of parlor entertainment that's yet 
to attain professional polish. They’ve 
chosen a type of act that’s difficult 
to develop, inasmuch as it’s de- 
signed essentially for smart rooms, 
of which there aren't too many out- 
side of the metropolitan areas. 
Their satire on the suspense type 
of film has some basically funny 
moments. Some of their other pieces 
similarly can be built up with addi- 
tional playing time. Jose. 


JERRY BERGMANN 
Magic 

9 Mins. 

Embassy, N. ¥. 


Jerry Bergmann, who has ap- 
peared previously in niteries, has 
developed a neat line of legerdemain 
that’s more suitable to intime rooms. 
Once he - fuller projection of 
tricks he'll be able to work the 


larger spots. 


Bergmann is a youngster with an 
eye-compelling assortment of small 
tricks such as rapid palming of 
thimbles, varied tricks with a hand- 
kerchief and ping-pong balls. Some 
of his stunts are good for laughs, 
but only from the ringsiders. In the 
rear of the room, they’re hard to 
follow and consequently don’t get 
full appreciation. Most of his items 
are standard, but his slick presenta- 
tion helps in putting them over. 

Jose. 


TWQ SMITH KIDS 
Calypso Singers 

9 Mins, 

Apolle, N. Y. 


The Smith Kids, lad and gal, have 
shaped their current offering from 
numbers previously done by them 
in the legiter, “Caribbean Carnival,” 
which had a brief run at the Inter- 
national theatre, N. Y. 


Youngsters are personable with 
plenty of know-how in selling calypso 
tunes, evidenced by animated ver- 
sions of “Ugly Woman,” “If You 
Ain't Got Rhythm” and an unidenti- 
fiable number. Both are colorfully 
costumed, harmonize well and point 
up final number with neat dance to 
take them off. 

Should do okay in family vauders’ 
and pop-priced niteries. Edba. 





GUY CHERNEY 

Songs 

20 Mins. 

Drake Hotel, San Francisco 


There’s a smooth cordiality about 
Guy Cherney’s singing which makes 
for easy listening. Adhering to this 
style Cherney cashes in on nice se- 
lection of tunes and sells them ef- 
fectively. 

Opening with “Serenade of the 
Bells,” he follows with “Ballerina,” 
“Wiffenpoof” and “Freedom Train” 
for solid reception. Then “Cecilia,” 
“Too Fat Polka,” a medley of San 
Francisco songs,” and a Jolson 
medley for additional palm pounding. 

Ted. 





DANNY DENNIS 
Unicyclist 

8 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 


Danny Dennis is a_ personable 
chap, too expert in his manipulation 
of regulation and king-sized uni- 
cycles to be a newcomer to’ vaude. 
However, he is not recorded in 
Vaniety’s New Act files. ° 

Dennis’ dexterity atop the one- 
wheelers, while juggling hoops and 
balls, proves he knows his stuff and 
that he didn’t just recently come out 
of the woodwork. 

As the only ofay act on bill at 
this Negro vaude house, he goes 
over solidly as a novelty act. 





Edba 


Acts 


LUCK & LUCKY 
Dance 

9 Mins. 

Apollo, N. ¥. 

Luck and Lucky, mixed sepia tap 
team, offer conventional routines but 
manage to incorporate clever and 
difficult turns into them to lift stint 
above average. Gal injects comed 
and torso-twirling in her solo whic 
whammed them here but would be 
—— parte. 

pen with precision tap doub 
each taking a solo spot for oe 
cleating and joumag in fast double 
for finish. Okay for family time 
vauders. Edba. 


DARIEN ROBERTS 
Sengs 

8 Mins. 

Embassy, N. Y. 

Darien Roberts is a personable 
vocalist with an okay voice. Un- 
fortunately, as yet she hasn’t the 
necessary projection to hold her 
audience. 

On the surface, Miss Roberts hag 
the savvy for a smart room. Her 
numbers show variety and manner- 
isms that hit the crowds nicely, 

Jose. 











B’way Theatre 


Continued from page 9 





for replacement of the Astor hotel 
with a huge theatre project. 

Freezer has taken the land under 
lease for three terms aggregating 90 
years at rentals and taxes reported 
to amount to almost $9,000,000 for 
the first 30 years. Plans call for a 
large restaurant on the second floor 
to be reached from the street by 
escalators and a roof garden. Thea- 
tre will be convertible from pictures 
to television and legit shows. 

Freezer, who has other extensive 
realty interests, is well-known on 
Broadway as a legit angel. He has 
recently had coin in “Gentleman 
from Athens,” the Emmet Lavery 
play which did a quick fold, and 
“An “"nspector Calls,” which failed 
to pay off in New York and is cur- 
rently on the road. 

Dowling said his plans for re- 
furbishing the Victoria next summer 
envisage an expenditure of between 
$300,000 and $330,000. He said that 
would have no effect on projected 
demolition and rebuilding of the en- 
tire 45th to 46th street block on 
Broadway, which will go ahead as 
soon as loosening of government 
building controls and other condi- 
tions make it practicable. That 


might be in a year and a half or two 
years, he opined. He said the un- 
amortized portion of the Victoria re- 
modeling would be but a drop in 
the bucket against the $15,000,000 
that the whole project will cost. 





Lehar Eulogy 


mms Continued from page 1 


Nazism who always maintained “art 
and music above politics.” 

Fact is, it’s argued, the operetta 
composer, now senile and ill in a 
Swiss refuge, was not only a per- 
sonal and artistic favorite of Hitler, 
but was clearly shown by Swiss 
newspapers as a writer of de- 
nunciations of former Jewish col- 
leagues in Vienna. Lehar, despite 
having a Jewish wife, weathered 
political storms personally through 
wide prewar publicity in which he 
was often pictured in the Fuehrer’s 
company, refugees here contend. 

Aufbau, German-language week- 
ly for emigres, has carried letters 
denouncing NBC and RCA for the 
assertedly undocumented “fairy tale” 
on Lehar. Inquirers at NBC's pro- 
gram desk, it is said, are told the 
program was “carefully researched.” 


Grunters’ Gate 


Continued from page ! 


“Dennis James Night” Dec. 26, night 
of the big snowfall. 

Despite the snow, more than 500 
people turned out, to be admitted to 
the arena merely by mentioning 
James’ name. Biz has since pick 
up, leading the promoters to believe 
that many of those that saw the 
matches for free are now paying cus- 
tomers. As a result, special tickets 
have been printed, which televiewers 
can get merely by requesting them 
from James via mail. : 

Fact that no newspaper publicity 
was given to the original “James 
Night,” with its only advance pro- 
motion consisting of three mentions 
py the announcer during the wres- 
tling airirgs, points up tele’s tre- 
mendous audience pull — especially 














when the public can get somethint 
for nothing. 
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Stagehands Union Asks 207, Wage Tilt, 
Costly Concessions for New Pact 


New York’s local No. 1 of the? 


Theatrical Protective Union (stage- 
hands) is negotiating with the man- 
agers for a revised extension of the 
basic contract which expires Feb. 
1. They are reported asking for 
wage increases and concessions so 
extreme that even one well-known 
deckhand leader termed them “ridic- 
ulous.” -It unions to 


make demands in excess of expec- 
tations but the explanation of the 
present “revisions” is that they were 
made as a counter-move to stop a 
“rollback” of present wage sched- 
ules. 

During the depression in the early 
1930's there was a 10% reduction ac- 
cepted by the N. Y. local but several 
seasons later the cut was restored. 
Although managers are mulling de- 
mands for wage tilis by other thea- 
tre unions, there are no known in- 
tentions of reducing the stagehands 
pay. Deckhands union obtained a 
20% increase two years ago but con- 
tend further boosts are in order in 
light of increasing cost living. 

Sunday Increases 


Union asks another 20% increase 
all along the line. Reported they 
also seek time and one-half on Sun- 
days in addition to the general tilt, 
which would amount to approxi- 
mately 70% over the present scale. 
Showmen say that if such increases 
were enforced it would mean the 
end of Sunday shows, because opera- 
tion in the red on such performances 
would be virtually certain. Since 
the same rates would apply to bene- 
fits, those shows too would be elimi- 
nated. It isn’t generally believed 
that the union will be able to effect 
the proposed scale. 

Understood, too, that the union 
asks for a minimum of eight hours 
pay when crews are called to the 
theatre for any purpose other than 
regular operation. The present min- 
imum for such calls is from two to 
three hours. The proposed eight- 
hoyr rule would force producers to 
pay for work not done which would 
eome within the scope of “feather- 
bedding,” supposed to be prohibited 
by the Taft-Hartley Law. Included 
would be the taking in and exiting of 
shows and while eight or more hours 
are required to take large produc- 
tions in or out, only a couple of 
hours are necessary in handling one- 
setters from or to the trucks. 

Union also asks that 10° of the 
payroll be paid it by the managers 
fer a welfare fund, that idea evi- 
dently stemming from the plan orig- 
inated by John L. Lewis for his coal 
miners union. Other theatre unions 
asking for increases include the en- 
gineers and wardrobe outfits. 

A dispute over two curtain men 
on the payroll in the case of “A 
Streetcar Named Desire” appears to 
have been tossed back into the lap 
of the union. Play is a one-setter, 
but the union delegate sought to 

the use of two men on the 
ground that the curtain was raised 
11 times. Management declared that 
Was no excuse for an extra man and 
Tefused to keep him on the payroll. 


CORIO, COOPER ‘SLEEP’ 
INTO REHEARSAL AT WB 


Hollywood, Jan. 20. 
“Sleep It Off,” farce comedy 
starring Ann Corio, Jackie Cooper 
and Vince Barnett, went into re- 
Is Monday ‘19) at Warner 
Os. studio. 
Play, being produced by James 
and Paula Stone, under Miss 
Stone’s direction, opens in San 
Diego, Feb. 9, and will head east 
Shortly thereafter. 


Prep London Bow Of 
Wexley’s ‘Last Mile’ 


London, Jan. 20. 


Easing of the Lord Chamberlain's 
ban forbidding pres-ntation of prison 
life on Stage has teed off plans for 
the first public presentation here of 
John Wexley’s “The Last Mile.” 
Noel Madison is planning a spring 
Production of the play which ran on 
Broadway and was filmed in the 
early 1930's, 

Private groups saw the play sev- 
eral years ago when a then unknown 
young British director, Carol Reed, 
defied the veto and presented it for 
Several performa.ices. 


is usual for 











Pelican, Coronet Split 
With ‘Jungle’ Showing 
Hollywood, Jan. 20. 


Invitational three performance 
world premiere Friday through Sun- 








iday (23-25) of Paul Peters’ “The | 
| Jungle,” will mark dissolution tieup | 
|between Pelican Productions, local 


\legit outfit, and the Coronet theatre. | 
{Pelican henceforth will book pro- 
| ductions into large houses since the | 
|255-seater gave no chance for real 
\dough. It also served as a financial 
| millstone when on permanent lease 
|'basis. Tieup began with Pelican’s 
bow last June with Coast premiere 
of “Skin of Our Teeth.” 

First indie production goes into 
Coronet Feb. 4 when Marie Louise 
Elkins presents “Dipper Over Gim- 
bels,” a Helen Sloan Stetson com- 
edy, for pre-Broadway premiere. 


Doherty Lines Up List 
Of Film, Legit Names 
For Canada Repertory 


Toronto, Jan. 20. 
name Canada’s National 
Theatre, has been registered by 
Brian Doherty, Toronto lawyer. 
Author of “Father Malachy’s Mira- 
cle,” Doherty joined the im- 
presario ranks last season when he 
backed the Canadian tour of John 
Gielgud in “Love for Love” and 
“The Importance of Being Ernest.” 
He's currently sponsoring the Dub- 
lin Gate troupe in a Canadian tour 
prior to its going to New York. 
Doherty states that agreements to 
appear with Canada’s National The- 
atre have been secured from Ray- 
mond Massey, Judith Evelyn, Hume 
Cronyn and Alexander Knox. Also 
that permission has been secured 
from Equity to ferm the new com- 
pany in Canada and use tie above 
professionals in their appearances 
with Canadian supporting casts. 
Doherty adds that he has also se- 
cured the permission of Equity to 
have certain apprentices attached to 
the troupe. 

Headquarters for the new com- 
pany will be London, Ontario, (inci- 
dentally the home town of Hume 
Cronyn and Alexander Knox), where 
the Grand Theatre has been secured 
for rehearsals, performances and 
workshops where sets, etc., will be 
built for forthcoming tours. Doherty 
says his initial tours will be confined 
to Toronto, Montreal, Hamilton, Ot- 
tawa, and some other Ontario cen- 
ters. 


ST. LOO MUNY ALFRESCO 
TO HIKE ADMISH FEES 


St. Louis, Jan. 20. 

For the first time in its 28 years of 
existence, the Municipal Theatre 
Assn., sponsor of alfresco entertain- 
ment in the Forest Park playhouse, 
will hike its admission scale starting 
with next season. Mounting costs, 
said to be 300% over what they were 
in 1920, is the cause announced for 
the action. 

Although installation ef new seats 
will bring the capacity to 11,900 
when season tees off next June, the 
directors nnnounced that “the volume 
of revenue from capacity houses no 
longer assures the association of 
handily meeting its current costs, 
which are influenced by the nation- 
wide upward spiral. Should there 
be a decrease in attendance because 
of weather or other uncontrollable 
factors, it would create a financial 
problem.” 





The 








Under the new scale 30c. and 60c. 
ducats will cost 5c more; $1.20 chairs 
will go to $1.30; $1.80 seats to $1.95, | 
and $2.40 seats to $2.60. Surplus 
funds from previous seasons have 
been used to improve the outdoor 


'with a medley of hit tunes from 





theatre and a new $500,000 improve- 
ment program has gotten under way. 
Last season the association just man- 
aged to skim into the black. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“You Never Can Tell” (revival)— 
Theatre Guild. 

“The Hallams”—William Brown | 
Meloney. 

“My Romance” 
Music” )—Shuberts. 

“Me and Molly”—Feigay. 
Kenwith and Cummings. 





(“Romance With 


Smith, 





Dramatists Guild Names 
Ten Eyck as Exec Sec 


Mills Ten Eyck has been named 
executive-secretary of the Drama- 
tists Guild, affiliate of the Authors 
League of America. He succeeds 
Luise Sillcox, who remains exec-sec 
of the League and the Authors 
Guild. Ten Eyck has been with the 
Dramatists Guild about a year. Miss 
Sillcox will continue in an advisory 
capacity with the DG, particularly 
for negotiations of contracts. 





The DG council will henceforth 
‘hold regular meetings the first Tues- 


day of the month. 





Birthday’ Too | 


Costly to Tour 


“Happy Birthday,” starring Helen 
Hayes, which has been running on 
Broadway for a year and three 
months, will not be sent on tour 
when the engagement terminates. 
Rodgers and Hammerstein, firm 
which produced the Anita Loos 
comedy, has decided the show is too 
costly to operate out of town, where 


to better an even break, “Birthday” 
can earn an operating profit at lower 
gross levels in New York. 

Despite the fact that the show is a 
one-setter, an unusual number of 
stagehands is necessary and mu- 
sicians comprise another cestly item. 
“Birthday” moved last week from 
the Broadhurst to the Plymouth, 
where Miss Hayes again was unable 
to appear because of laryngitis and 
two performances were cancelled. 
Star’s illness forced the show dark 
one night the previous week but she 
is reported having recovered. 

Miss Hayes is under contract with 
the Theatre Guild to star in “Next to 
My Blonde,” slated for production 
next season. - Written by Marcel 
Pagnol and called “Aupres de ma 
Blonde” in Paris, the adaptation is 
being made by S. N. Behrman. 


Broadway Toppers Live Up 
To Great Expectations In 
Successful ‘ANTA Album’ 


When Broadway deals in sentiment 
and tradition, it can provide irresis- 
tible theatre. The “ANTA Album” 
show Sunday night (18) at the Zieg- 
feld, N. Y., was such an occasion. 

For the benefit of the American 
National Theatre & Academy, a 
seemingly endless array of stars, 
featured actors, bit players, singers 
and dancers recreated memorable 
scenes and numbers from notable 
shows 6f the past—and present. And 
a name-packed audience stretched 
the capacity of the 1,600-seat house 
to give repeated ovations, and revel 
in old and recent memories, .It was 
a tremendous success. 

Few benefit shows have been. so 
expertly prepared and smoothly 
staged. The opening curtain rang up 
on time, an almost unprecedented 
event. The scenes and numbers were 
all well rehearsed, correctly cos- 
tumed and, by the use of simple 
semi-settings, backdrops, drapes and 
props, effectively presented. There 
were few apparent hitches, and none 
serious. 

The music was artfully suited to 
the performance, and was skillfully 
played. There was only one encore 
(and that a scheduled one, for the 
gifted dePaur male chorus to sing 
one selection on its own), so there 
were no milked curtain calls, repeti- 
tious choruses or uses of better- 
forgotten routines. And by no 
means least, the whole program was 
brilliantly presented and paced by 
Hiram Sherman as mc. He caught 
precisely the proper balance of dig- 
nity, informality, deference and wit. 

The show opened spectacularly 





“Annie Get Your Gun,” “Briga- 
doon,” “High Button Shoes,” “Alleg- 
ro” and “Finian’s Rainbow,” each 
done by the ensemble of its show, 
with Mary Jane Walsh as soloist. It 
received a roar of appreciation from 
the audience, which filled every seat 
and jammed the rear of the lower 
and upper floors, and stood in side 
exits and far corners of the house. 
Reed’s Stormy ‘Gesture’ 
Similar ovations followed Ray- 
mond Massey's performance ef the 
farewell scene from “Abe Lincoln 
in Illinois,” and Walter Huston sing- 
ing the currently popular “Septem- 
ber Song” from “Knickerbocker 
Holiday,” with June Lockhart as the 
pert New Amsterdam lass. There 
was a storm of applause for Flor- 


in 
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Unions’ Committee Nixes ‘Skipper 
Unless Drama Be Regularly Produced 





Yurka, Blackmer in ‘Sons’ 


Minneapolis, Jan. 20. 
Blanche Yurka and Sidney Black- 


mer, who were with the “All My /was put on 
| Theatre at the Maxine Elliott, N. Y., 


Sons” road company and appeared 
its locally-sponsored productions 
Detroit and Cleveland, will be 
guests stars with the Minneapolis 
Civic Theatre when the Arthur Mil- 
ler play is presented here for 11 per- 
formances starting Jan. 28 The 
usual $1.50 top scale will be boosted 
to $2.40 for the engagement 


“All My Sons” originally had been 
announced as one of the New York 
Theatre Guild’s subscription season 


offerings at the Lyceum, legitimate 
roadshow house, but the booking 


| company closed following its Chi-jregular boxoffice 


cago engagement. 





Schwartz’s ‘Shylock’ Set 


it would require $24,000 gross weekly | 


For Coastwide Tour; Co. In 
Three-Week Stand in L.A. 





Maurice Schwartz, currently star- 
lring in “Shylock and His Daughter” 
|at his Yiddish Art theatre on N. Y.’s 
lower East Side, will soon start an 
extended tour in the Ari Ibn-Zahav 
drama. First out-of-town date will 
be a week at the Forrest, Philadel- 
phia, starting Feb. 2, with stands in 
the east, including Canada, to follow 
in communities where there is an 
appreciable Jewish population. Some 
bookings are for split weeks but a 
full week will be played at the Ply- 
mouth, Boston, where “Shylock” 
will open Feb. 17. 

The Schwartz company, under ‘he 
management of Edward A. Relkin, 
will play two performances at the 
National, Washington Feb. 22 and 
then jumps direct to Los Angeles 
where it is booked at the Biltmore 
for three weeks, longest date for a 
Yiddish attraction in that stand. 

In L. A. Schwartz will play “Shy- 
lock” the first week. “Dr. Herzl” 
will follow, with several other plays 
to be given the third week. Support 


Winogradov, Yudel Dubinsky and 
Morris Strassberg. 


‘ANTA ALBUM’ SUCCESS 
CUING COAST CARBON 


Reaction to “ANTA Album.” the 
benefit bill at the Ziegfeld, N. Y. 
Sunday (18), which was so enthusi- 
astically supported by showgoers 
and so professionally presenied with 
a flock of stage names, was a pro- 
posal to put on a similar event in 
Hollywood, also for the benefit of 
the developing American National 
Theatre and Academy. Those closely 
identified with ANTA feel that the 
legit organization is now almost 
ready to start activities to encourage 
the theatre throughout the country, 
having gotten its best financial hypo 
so far from the “Album.” . 

Net receipts from the show ap- 

proximated $18,000. House was sold 
out and many requests for tickets 
could not be filled but had the show 
been staged in Madison Square 
Garden as originally intended, tak- 
ings probably would have been 
doubled. Front row seats brought 
$100 each and all were easily dis- 
posed of. Lower floor scale was $12 
(including $2 federal tax) but for 
the front rows the suggested contri- 
bution was $88, that being on a non- 
tax basis. 
Figured that the turnout of stars 
for Sunday’s performances would in- 
spire studio names on the Coast to 
participate also, if and when an 
ANTA benefit is held there. 


Shore Gets Winter Stock 
On Haddon Hall Roof 


Atlantic City, Jan. 20. 

The George Spelvin piayers will 
return for a winter engagement in 
the theatre atop the 17-floor, beach- 
front Haddon Hall hotel, it was an- 
nounced last week by the Leeds Lip- 
pincott Co., owners, 

They will open Jan. 29 with 
“Junior Miss” and then present 
seven more plays, as follows: “Hed- 
da Gabbler:; “Candlelight”; “A 
Murder has been Arranged”; “Love 
from a Stranger”; “Petticoat Fever”; 

















“A Long Way From Home”—Ex- | 
perimental Theatre. 


(Continued on page 53) 


“Biography”; “Laff That Off.” 





A fact-finding committee com- 


{posed of representatives from the 
| various 


For Mpls. Civic Theatre | 


theatre unions — actors, 
stagehands and others—ruled against 
the continuance of “Skipper Next to 
God” after this week unless the 
drama is regularly produced. Play 
by the Experimental 


and was supposed to have been lim- 
ited to one week, but the unions as- 
sented to an additional two weeks 
|which expire Sunday (25) 
Considerable confusion attended 
the switch from ET status to that 
f commercial rating and when the 
unions’ committee huddled Monday 
(19), it was decided that extending 


the “Skipper’s” date was not in con- 
|formity with the regulations adopt- 
;ed. Pointed out that the experimen- 


| tal showing was not a tryout and in 


i\had to be cancelled when the road /extending the “Skipper” date at 


prices the ET 
\formula had been discarded even 
jthough the added showings were 
lon a non-profit basis, as far as the 
| management was concerned. 
When Blevins Davis took over 
|“Skipper” he was required to en- 
gage a company manager, also a 
| house manager and a press agent at 
|regular scale, instead of one man at 
|reduced pay. Two men went into 
jthe boxoffice, none having been 
jneeded before, as ET’ is a subscrip- 
tion project. Only three men were 
backstatge but a crew of seven was 
required by their union. A _ scene 
designer was also put on the pay- 
roll 

Cheap Tryout Means? 


Committee decided that if “Skip- 
per” were permitted to continue, a 
way for cheap tryouts would be 
opened to managers, one of the 
points that Equity and other theatre 
unions have always opposed. There 
is talk of moving “Skipper” to an- 
other house but before that is done 
it will be necessary to supply a new 
production, scenic artists union hav- 
ing protested the further use of set- 
tings and props designed only for 
experimental usage. 

Percentage arrangement for the 
actors called for $80 each, including 





includes Dinah Halpern, Isadore | 
Casher, Muni Serebrov, Charlotte 
Goldstein, Gustav Berger, Anatole 


John Garfield, the star, plus 25% of 
the gross over $10,000, and the new 
deal is for the cast to get 50% of 
| the takings over $11,000 if the show 
continues after this week. There are 
a number of extras in “Skipper” 
who are paid $50 per week, although 
$20 is usual, but they complained 
because of not being included in the 
percentage plan.’ 

Looks like Davis, in an indicated 
altruistie gesture to take over sans 
any profit (if any on the manage- 
ment’s end, it goes to the American 
National Theatre and Academy), has 
wished himself into a flock of head- 
aches. Attendance was good and it 
was claimed “Skipper” got $14,000 
for its first eight performances, in- 
cluding Sunday (18) when capacity 
wes drawn and takings were quoted 
at $4,379. Whether that meant an 
operating net was not clear, for 
Davis, who guaranteed to absorb any 
red, went for a large extra space ad 
last week without knowing whether 
“Skipper” would continue after this 
week. 


SYMPHONY-DRAMA 
SET FOR CHARLOTTE 


Raleigh, Jan. 20. 

A group of local citizens plans to 
incorporate for the purpose of stag- 
ing in Charlotte during May and 
June a symphonie drama depicting 
the early struggles of this section for 
independence from Britain. The 
plan, unanimously adopted, provides 
for the incorporation. of the Meck- 
lenburg Historical Society, which 
would model its production after 
Roanoke Island's “The Last Coleny.” 
The first presentation would be 
May 20, the 173rd anniversary of the 
controversial Mecklenburg Declara- 
tion of Independence which is re- 
puted to be the first such deciaration 
adopted in the colonies. The play 
will be written by LeGette Blythe, 
who has written much about local 
history, and music will be scored 
by Lamar Stringfield, who com- 
posed the music for “Colony.” 


GLEASON-HORWin “WATCH’ 
Hollywood, Jan. 20. 

James Gleason and Jerry Horwin 

are casting for the legiter, “Watch. 

Closely.” 

It’s slated for a San Franciseo 











opening prior to Broadway. 
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Equity Survey on Unemployment Due 
In 3 Months; Need Multiple Road Cos. 











Darcy, Met Tenor, Files 
Bankruptcy Petition 


Emery Darcy, tenor currently on 
the Metropolitan Opera Assn. roster, 
last week filed a voluntary petition 
of bankruptcy in N. Y. federal court 
listing liabilities of $12,399 and no 





Europe Poor Money Bet, But Good — 
Batoning Field, Sez Richard Korn 
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has been more production activity | Editor, Vantery: his staff, schedule and stars for the ° Sppelechion Gpting,” which . the ¢ 
in the past month or two but it is . Hen, s Blamed for Chi Ork Break Czechs liked. (1.006 
I should be consider- In my roundup of the U.’S. con- | nine-week schedule during June and Probl ; pcs 
felt that there 5s Socal opportuni- cert hall situation in the Dec. 31 is-|July. Local season has to close j Chicago, Jan. 20. ag st ec cge aaree = mperleage good 
ably more engagrmrchip has been |SUe of Variety, I omitted references | early in order to get the Stadium,| Aytur Rodzinski’s heave-ho last} jo tucn Europe is that of getting “O 
ties, as the membership. has ; } | wher ducti teased { : the necessary scores and parts, says ik) 
ily li bin in recent seasons. to Los Angeles. With the Philhar Ww e productions are staged, in week as conductor of the Chicago Kor H ee ul . Ww 2 
steadily clmbing monic Auditorium, which is the busi- | Shape for the Pitt football season. n. ne originally planned doing doing 


Regardless of what the survey will 
indicate and the recommendations 
expected to be made by the eco- 
nomic specialists, observers declare 
the real solution of the employment 
problem is to be found in more good 
plays and more production. That 
appears to put the situation directly 


inefficiency and carelessness in han- 
dling the association’s affairs but the 
administration was commended by 
the experts. Latter did suggest a 
more alert if not younger staff and 
there were several replacements in 





est concert hall in the country, and 
with the Shrine Auditorium, which 
is too large and acoustically unsatis- 
factory, we find the third largest 
city in the U. S. without an available 
concert hall of modern design and 
proper size. This is particularly de- 








August 31. Five operas to be given 
are: “Fidelio,” “Marriage of Figaro,” 
“Abduction from the Seraglio,” “Or- 
pheus and Eurydice” and a modern 
one by Frank Martin, “Le Vin 
Herbe.” ° 











For the last several months, the 
board of directors of the Civic Light 
Opera Assn. had considered a cam- 
paign for individual guarantors, and 
a public appeal for funds to carry on 
the al fresco venture, but the $50,000 
gift from Kaufmann’s has made such 





activities. He’s also lined up Yehudi 
Menuhin for a tour later this year, 
to include Manila, two other Philip- 
pine cities and Hongkong and Singa- 
pore. 
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Symphony Orchestra came as no 
great shock to insiders who knew of 
the widening gulf between the maes- 
tro and members of the Chicago Or- 
chestra Assn, Main points at issue 
were Rodzinski’s penchant for opera, 
his dissatisfaction with Orchestra 
Hall, his insistence on a three-year 


Longhair Gab 


Cloe Elmo, Met’s Italian contralto 














George Gershwin’s “An American in 
Paris,” but the parts weren't avail- 
able. However, the work was being 
played in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, at 
the time, but no substitute parts 
were available. 

The Cultural Section of the Amer- 
ican Embassy in Paris, says Korn, 





the stage of the Henry W. Kiel 
(municipal) auditorium last week 
while Jesus Maria Sanroma, guest 
pianist, was in the midst of his ren- 
dition of Rachmaninoff’s Second 
Concerto with the St. Louis Sym- 
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up to authors and pong et lagen musical activity going on and be- | $43,336 for the 1946 season and $54,- séelation’s heokeeike snnittentouimiel ane ° a4 of all Ps American scores one 
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in the same capacity with the new |and west, returning east for appear-| George Szell taking leave of ab-| Toscanini and the NBC Symphony by 
orchestra, and Frances Mattes, with | ances in Philadelphia and Princeton | s¢nce of one month from the Cleve-| Orchestra in Carnegie Hall, N. Y.| Hartman, Columbus, O., has the 
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Windermere’ Nice $19,000 in Chi; 


‘Annie’ $51,000, Lunts 236, Talu 14¢ 


Chicago, Jan.20. ¢ 


Cold wave that gripped the city 
last week failed to freeze boxoffices. 
Most legit grosses, aided by advance 
gales and convention trade, remained 
high. “Annie Get Your Gun” and 
“Q Mistress Mine” were practically 
solid. “Lady Windermere’s Fan,” 

ing at the Erlanger under Guild 
auspices, had a strong first week. 
Chill winds hurt “Anna _ Lucasta,” 


which closed Saturday (17) at the! b.o. record. 
; over 


out-of-way Civic theatre. 





‘Harvey’ Hops to $19,000 
In Return Week, St. Loo 


St. Louis, Jan. 20. 

Mary Chase’s comedy, “Harvey,” 
making its second local visit after 
two years’ absence, wound up the 
first stanza of a three-week stand at 
the American theatre with a neat 
The critics enthused 
Joe E. Brown andthe cast. 





“Private Lives,” in its last two/ The star helped by grabbing cuffo 
weeks at the Harris, leveled off, as hewspaper lineage by making a p.a. 


did “Firefly” in its last week at the 
Blackstone. In spite of heavy ap- 
plause from reviewers, “The Me- 
dium” and “The Telephone” is light 
at the boxoffice. 


“John Loves Mary” arrives Feb. 9 
at the Harris. 
Estimates fer Last Week 

“anna Lucasta,” Civic 
(4th wk) (900; $3.71). Light $9,000 
and closed Saturday (17). 

“annie Get Your Gun,” Shubert 
(1ith wk) (2,100; $6.18). Cold wave 
didn’t hurt this smash; boff $51,(00. 

“Firefly,” Biackstone (4th wk) 
(1,358; $4.33). Below par with $14,- 
000; closes Saturday. (24). 

“Lady Windermere’s Fan,” Erlan- 
ger (Ist wk) 1,133; $3.71). Revival 
pulled down $19,000 for the initial 
semester 


“Medium” and “Telephone,” Stude- | 


baker (2d wk) (1,246; $4.33). 
good $15,000. 


at a huge testimonial dinner for Sam 
Breadon, who recently sold the 


| Cardinal baseball club. Ticket de- 


- |}mand for the enga 
“Red Mill” returns | gagement 


Monday (26) to the Biackstone and | 


is still 
strong. 
Estimate for Last Week 


“Harvey,” American (ist wk) 


| (1,700; $3.81). Snared a nifty $19,000 


| for 
theatre | weather is the only drawback. 





j 
} 


eight performances; near-zero 





Kathleen’ $5,000, 
Mama 206, Hub 


Boston, Jan. 20. 
There were two openers last week 


Not too | “Kathleen” preemed at the Plymouth 


for a fortnight. “Blossom Time” re- 


“Private Lives,” Harris (23d wk) j|turned to the Opera House for a 


(1,000; $3.71). . 


Talulah Bankhead- | similar 


stay. “Kathleen” caught 


starrer leveling off in last two weeks; | divided, but generally cordial no- 


good $14:000. 


“O Mistress Mine,” Selwyn (10th ever, with tough weather a 


tices. Failed to step into biz, how- 


ssible 


wk) (1,000: $4.33). The Lunts are still | factor. “I Remember Mama,” in its 


doing great biz with $23,000. 


AILING ‘GIRL’ $10,000, 





‘ROOTS’ OK $6,000, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 20. 

Sickness of June Havoc, who 
subbed for ailing Lucille Ball for 
one performance of “Dream Giri,” 
forced the Biltmore to close during 
an engagement for the first time 
in its history last week. House re- 
mained dark for three scheduled 
performances, resuming Friday night 
when Haila Stoddard, who fiew in 
from ‘the east, took over the role. 
Meanwhile, Virginia Grey, also of 
the east, was downed by the same 
ailment. Miss Ball returned last 
night .(Mon.), but the three days, 
and the substitutions, cut heavily 
into the take. 


far part on the financial ladder. 
“Angel Face” drew poor notices and 
similar business, but is being re- 
written. “Deep Are the Roots” drew 
raves and.a healthy boxoffice recep- 
tion, There: are no openings slated 
for this week. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Angel Face,” Las Palmas (four 
days) (388; $3). Even opening night, 
Wednesday (14), wasn’t packed and 

notices didn’t help; $2,600, not 
bad considering. 

“Blackouts ef 1948,” El Capitan 
(29ist wk) (1,142; $2.40). Another 
$17,000 frame. 

” Belasco 


“Deep Are the 
(three days) (1,061; $3). Opened 
Thursday night (15) to raves and 
drew sweet $6,100; two pre-opening 
nights were sold out to parties. 
“Dream Girl,” Biltmore (2d wk) 


(1,636; $3.60) Absence of Lucille Ball 
and shuttering for three perform- | 


ances hurt; about $10,000 for the cut 
week, 


LaSu-Bean’ Poor $7,500; 
Tour Ends im Kaycee 


‘ Kansas City, Jan. 20. 

‘The Late Christopher Bean” 
closed out its road tour with a three- 
day stand in the Music Hall here 
Thursday-Saturday (15-17). Show 
turned in a mediocre $7,500 for three 
nights and a matinee. Top of $3 pre- 
Vailed for eves and $2.50 for mats. 
H Pitts left for her home near 

ollywooed after the closing perform- 


anee Satu i 
fat tday night. Most of the 


New York. . 
Bean” _was brought in by A & N 
ntations. Outfit next has Jose 

i for a single ‘concert Thursday 
with the house already sold 


Estimate fer This Week 
ae Late Christopher Bean,” 
suusic Haii (4 perf.) (2,572: $3). 
ary, closed its season Saturday 
7) with so-so $7,500. Play drew 
itt notices, especially for Zasu 

to S and Frank Wilcox, but couldn't 
low such draws as “Harvey” and 
he Red Mill.” 


ALBANY GETS ‘MENAGERIE’ 
Albany, Jan. 20. 





Iturb 
(22), 
out, 





i 
; 


i 
' 


second week at the Colonial, gained 
over the first. 

Openers this week are Maurice 
Chevalier, returning for a week at 
the Wilbur,. and “The Chocolate 
Soldier,” back at the Shubert. Ahead 
is “Dr. Social,” at the Plymouth, Jan.. 
26, with nothing else in view until 
mid-February, when “You Never 
Can Tell,” “My Romance” and “Shy- 
lock and His Daughter” all arrive 
simultaneously. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Blossom Time,” Opera House (ist 
wk) (3,000; $3.60). 
does well and would have bettered 
estimated $15,000 with better traffic 
conditions; second week is current. 

“I Remember Mama,” Colonial (2d 


wk) (1,500; $3.60). Registered nice 
gain to estimated $20,000. 
“Kathleen,” Plymouth (ist wk) 





(1,200; $3.60). Crix weren’t too sure 


jabout this one, finding plenty to 


Toit walenieens: Shek weet were | @ush at, but figuring it confused; 


grossed less than $5,000. 


‘Show Boat’ Huge $38,000, 
Near House Record, Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 20. 

Second and final week of “Show 
Boat.” at the Nixon, bettered its 
opening stanza there. Wednesday 
matinee (14) fell off a bit; otherwise 
it was absolute capacity at every 
performance. 

Revival could have stayed indefi- 
nitely since they were yelling and 
offering any price for tickets the 
last few days. Nixon currently has 
“An Inspector Calls,” first subscrip- 
tion booking of the season, and then 
gets two return engagements in a 








the company returned to) 


row, “Song of Norway” and “State 
iof the Union,” latter coming back 
for third time. 
Estimate fer Last Week 

“Show Beat,” Nixon (2d wk) (2,- 
/100; $4.55). Soared to sensational 
| $38,000 on the windup, playing every 
| performance except the Wednesday 
matinee to absolue capacity; only 
‘about $1,000 short of the house rec- 
ord; got better than $67,000 for the 
fortnight; $29,000 for first stanza was 
slightly overestimated. 


‘Prince’ Good $11,500, N.H. 


New Haven, Jan. 20. 

“Student Prince” won its boxoffice 
diploma at the Shubert last Thurs- 
day-Saturday (15-17). A fair ad- 
vance built to capacity Saturday 
night. House has now completed the 
| revival list for this season, previously 
|having played “Merry Widow,” 
“Rose Marie” and “Blossom Time.’ 

This week has premiere of “Mister 
Roberts” for three days. It’s the 
Leland Hayward 
Henry Fonda, with a virtual advance 
sellout. Next week gets “Glass Men- 
agerie,” with Helen MacKellar, for 
Monday-Wednesday (26-28). Two 
more breakins are in the Offing. 
First is “Ihe Linden Tree,” with 
Boris Karloff, for Feb. 4-7. Second 
is the new Shubert musical, “Ro- 
mance With Music,” Feb. 11-14. 

Estimate for Last Week 

“Student Prince,” Shubert (four 
performances) ($3.60). Good sale at 
every performatice brought a healthy 








“The Glass Menagerie,” with Helen | $11,500 for the stand. 


McKellar starred, will be presented 
yY the Variety Club at the Strand 





“Papa Is All,” produced by the 


theatre Eeb. 22, for the benefit of | United Repertoire Co., starts three- 
Variety-Albany Boys:Club sum- month road tour in Poughkeepsie 
camp. 


next Monday (26). 


Operetta always | 


roduction starring | 


‘Inspector’ Mild $9,700, 
7 Performances, Balto 


Baltimore, Jan. 20. 
“An Inspector Calls,” opening 
Tuesday (13) at Ford’s, built fairly 
| well last week. Set for a Thursday 
(22) pre-Broadway opening is Jo- 
seph L. Estry’s “Doctor Social,” pre- 
sented by Harold Barnard, with 
Dean Jagger and Virginia Gilmore 
in the leads. “Burlesque” is next, 
with advance interest indicated. 
Estimate fer Last Week 
“An MKmspecter Calis,” Ford's 
(single wk.) J. B. Priestley play 
started its tour with a seven per- 
— stand, getting a mild $9,- 


‘Ma’ $18,500, Phila; 
‘Last Dance’ $5,500, 
‘Norway $24,000 


Philadelphia, Jan. 20. 
Legit biz here last week was fair- 
ish -on the whole, with four new 
shows in town. Most outstanding, 
| considering everything, was “Bur- 
| lesque” at the Locust for a fortnight. 
'The draw may have been limited 
(by the fact that it drew second- 
stringers Monday night (12) and not 

|too much of a newspaper break. 
, First-string crix went to the Wal- 
inut that night to catch “The Last 
Dance,” new version of an old 
| Strindberg play. Notices were on the 








| favorable side, but general first- 
inight opinion tabbed the show 
heavy and diffuse. Another tryout, 
opening Tuesday (13), was “Look, 


Ma, I'm Dancin’,” at the Forrest. 
It got mixed notices and fair busi- 
ness. The fourth arrival of the week 
| was the long-touring “Song of Nor- 
way,” at the Shubert. It topped the 
town for the week. 

Next Monday (26), “Carousel” ar- 
rives at the Shubert, “Kathleen” is 
listed at the Locust and Chevalier 
bows at the Forrest. The tryout, 
“Mister Roberts,” premieres Tues- 
day (27) at the Walnut. Maurice 
Schwartz opens Feb. 2 in “Shylock 
j}and His Daughter,” at the Forrest. 
i“The Linden Tree,” with Boris 
Karloff, opens Feb. 10 at the Wal- 
nut, followed by the Theatre Guild’s 
jrevival of “You Never Can Tell” 
{**Me and Molly” starts a tryout the 
| same week at the Locust. 

Estimates for Last Week 
“Burlesque,” Locust ‘list wk.) 
| (1,580). Bert Lahr yanked a tasty 
| $20,500 for the. opening canto; cur- 
irent session is the final. 

“Look, Ma, I’m Dancin’,” Forrest 
(Ist wk.) (1,766). Musical comedy 
tryout grabbed $18,500 for seven 
performances; stays this week. 
| “Semg of Norway,” Shubert (ist 
| wk.) (1,877). Playing a return en- 
| Zagement, the operetta took in $24,- 
| 000 for the first semester, and hoids 
|; another week. 

“The Last Dance,” Walnut (ist 
wk.) (1,340). Dramatic tryout man- 
aged only $5,500 for its first week, 
and remains another. 


8:30’ BULGING $27,000, 
DUNHAM 186, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Jan. 20. 
With. Noel Coward here to attend 
the performance, “Tonight at 8:30” 
piled up another huge gross last 
week, the next to last. 
Katherine Dunham's tropical re- 
vue, “Bal Negre,” also drew good 











houses on its closing week. 
“The Master’s Chair,” with Ona 
Munson, Richard Ney and Jorja 


Curtright, opened last night (Mon.) 
at the Geary. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Tonight at 8:30,” Curran (3d wk) 
(1,776). Gertrude Lawrence tapped 
the bank for a boff $27,000 in the 
one-acters; current week is the 
finale. 

“Bal Negre,” Geary (2d wk) (1,- 
550). Katherine Dunham dance bill 
drew a profitable $18,000 for its sec- 
ond and closing stanza. 


‘Master’s Chair’ $10,000 
For Seattle Tryout 


Seattle, Jan. 20. 

Well received by the critics and 
audiences, “The Master's Chair” still 
didn’t get much boxoffice response. 
| Business is generally slow after the 
holidays. 

“Mary Had a Little” is current at 
the house. 

Estimate for Last Week 

“The Master’s Chair,” Metropc litan 
(single wk) (1,500; $3.75). Good re- 
views and word-of-mouth apparently 
didn't help; estimated $10,000, 


‘Wolf’ Cry on Coast 


Los Angeles, Jan. 26. 
Elliot Arluck and Gordon Gray 
have co-authored a nittsical fantasy, 
|“Wolf. Are You Ready,” for a late 
spring opening here, with hopes of 
| invading Broadway next fall. 











Looks Best of 


Better Broadway boxoffice form, 
expected after the post-holiday dip, 
last week, was indicated by improved 
grosses for a majority of shows, and 
there is a stronger business tone at 
the agencies, too. Attractions which 
did not get bigger money over the 
previous week at least got as much. 
Excellent patronage came mostly 
from an influx of visitors. 

Among last week’s new shows 


new musical hit. “Strange Bedfel- 





lows” is best among the four straight 


| shows that bowed in; English meller, 


“Power Without Glory,” appears to 
have a 50-50 chance; “Harvest of 
Years” and “The Men We Marry” 
were both heavily panned. Latter 
was taken off Saturday. 

“Skipper Next to God” got prom- 
ising attendance the first week on a 
commercial basis, while “Volpone,” 
first stock showing at the City Cen- 
ter, drew fairly well. “Music in My 
Heart” resumed, but went further 
into the red. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical, O (Opereita). 

“Allegre,” Majestic (14th week) 
(M-1,695; $6). I-pressive musical 
play getting plenty of visitors to the 
metropolis and easily tops _ all; 
standees; over $48,500. 

“Angel in the Wings,” Coronet 
(6th week) (R-998; $4.80). Played 
to capacity all times; intimate revue 
went to new high, takings being 
close to $27,000. 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(88th week) (M-1,472; $6.60). Wasn't 
off much and picked up smartly, 
with takings $43,500; only “Allegro” 
gets more money. 

“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (103d 
week) (C-993; $4.80). Passing the 
two-year mark; laugh show also 
scored another profitable week, with 
the gross approximating $17,500. 

“Brigadoon,” Ziegfeld (45th week) 
(M-1,628; $4.80). Picked up with the 
field and got around $39,000, about 
$1,000 hike, which was the average 
improvement. 

“Command Decisien,” Fulton (16th 
week) (D-968; $4.80). Looks set well 
into spring; measure of improvement 
somewhat better than others; $19,000 
estimated. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street 
(54th week) (M-1,319; $6). Sold out 
every. performance except the mid- 
week matinee and was close to ca- 
pacity at $41,000, 

“For Love or Money,” Miller (11th 
week) (C-940; $4.23). Comedy fared 
very well last week, when takings 
were estimated at around $15,000, 
should play. well ‘nto the spring. 

“Happy Birthday,” Plymouth. (64th 
week) (C-1,063; $4.80). Was bouncing 
back when illness (Helen Hayes) 
forced cancellation of two perform- 
ances; under $12,000 in six times. 

“Harvest of Years,” Hudson (ist 
week) (CD-1,057; $4.80). Thumbed 
down by critics and first nighters 
and got virtually nothing after first 
night; with $1,500 season’s lowest 
gross. 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (169th week) 
(C-902; $4.20). Picked up with the 
field, and better than $15,000 indi- 
cated; company on road is clean- 


ing up. 

7 Butter Shees,” Shubert 
(16th week) (M-1,387; $6). Fact that 
new “Make Mine Manhattan” is 
playing next door (Breadhurst) 
won't affect this clicker; standees; 
around $38,000. 

“Ieetime ef 1948,” Center (34th 
week) (R-2,994; $2.40). Sonja Henie 
with her “Hollywood Ice Revue” 
opens Thursday at Madison Square 
Garden but her (with Arthur Wirtz) 
theatre skating show prospering; 
$31,500. 

“Jehn Leves Mary,” Music Box 
(50th week) (C-979; $4.80). Went up 
somewhat last week with the count 
around $13,000, but soon goes to the 
road. 

“Make Mine Manhattan,’ Broad- 
hurst (ist week) (R-1,160; $6). Hit 
capacity pace from the start, and 
despite some difference of opinion 
looks like sock success; approached 
$18,000 first four times. 

“Music in My Heart,” Adelphi 
(15th week) (O-1,434; $4.80). Com- 
pany playing on minimum pay and 
percentage, having relighted after 
one dark week; around $13,000; not 
enough and must materially improve 
to stick; some talk of moving, how- 


ever. 
“Oklahoma!”, St. James (258th 
week) (M-1,505: $4.80). Improved, 


the run leader playing Sunday per- 
formances upped gross to $20,500. 

“Pewer Witheut Glory,” Booth 
(1st week) (D-712; $4.80). Drew 
mixed notices; partly highly favor- 
able press about balanced by dis- 
senters; around $7,500 in first seven 
times. 

“Strange Bedfellews,” Morosco (ist 
week) (C-935; $4.80). Also drew 
divided notices but latest laugh show 
welcomed to list and should click; 
over $10,000 in first five times. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Barry- 
more (7th week) (D-1,064; $4.80). 





“Make Mine Manhattan” is clearly a | 


Better B'way Biz; ‘Manhattan’ Bof 
$18,000 in Ist 4 Times; ‘Bedfellows 


New Straight Plays 


Getting all the house will hold; 
dramatic standout sure of long run; 
well over $27,500. 

“The Heiress,” Biltmore (16th 
week) (M-1,505; $4.80). Making ex- 
cellent money; pace is still virtual 
capacity: over $21,500 quoted. 

“The Men We Marry,” Mansfield 
(CD-997; $4.80). Opened last Friday 
(16) and closed Saturday; just three 





| times; Dublin Gate theatre to follow. 
“The Survivors,” Playhouse <‘D- 
865; $4.80). Presented by Bernard 


Hart and Martin Gabel; written by 
Irwin Shaw and Peter Viertel; 
opened Monday (19). 

“The Winslew Boy,” Empire (12th 
jw eek) (D-1,101; $4.80). Still the best 
patronized of English dramas but 
business under expectations; better 
last week; $17,000. 

“Young Man’s Fancy,” Cort (38th 
week) (C-1,064; $3.60). Takings mod- 
est; went up, too. to around $7,500. 

REVIVALS 

“Angel Street,” City Center (CD- 
2,692; $2.40). Second revival by new 
| stock outfit; opens Thursday (22); 
| first attraction “Volpone.” 

“Anteny and Cleopatra,” Beck (8th 
| week) (D-1,214; $4.80). Getting ex- 
| cellent grosses for classic and take 
| ings last week again around $23,000. 
| “Crime and Punishment,” National 
(4th week) (D-1,164; $5.40). Adver- 
| tised to close this week but may cone 
| tinue although takings disappointing 
| for high-cost drama; slipped to $13,- 
| 000; “Tonight at 8:30" expected suc- 
| cessor. 

“H.M.S. Pinafere” 
Box,” Century (lst week) (O-1,670; 
$4.80). Third bill of Gilbert and 
Sullivan by D’Oyly Cartes; “Iolanthe” 
last week around $39,000. 

“Man and Superman,” Alvin (15th 
week) (CD-1,331; $4.80). Holding to 
great money for Shavian classic, and 
takings approximated $30,500 last 
week. 

“Medea,” Royale (13th week) (D- 
1,025; $4.80). Greek classic eased 
further with takings around $21,500; 
one of season’s surprise successes, 

ADDED 

“Lamp at Midnight,” New Stages 
(downtown little theatre); Ruth 
Draper with solo sketches, on off 
matinee days and Sundays at the 
Empire. 

“Skipper Next te God,” Elliott (ist 
week) (D-968; $4.20). Initial week 
|at regular boxoffice pricés indicates 
|Experimental Theatre drama should 
|be regularly presented; in eight 
j times around $14,000. 


CAROUSEL’ WOW 406, 
NON-SUBSCRIPTION, D.C. 


Washington, Jan. 20. 

“Carousel” finished its second 
stanza at the National with virtually 
a perfect score, and looks even bet- 
ter the current session, which is 
non-subscription. Without the Guilde 
ATS bite, and with public interest 
in the musical running high, show 
should chalk up a handsome profit 
for itself. 

“Student Prince” bows in next 
Sunday (25) night for its usual 
weck’s run, and seems slated for its 
usual brisk biz. Bert Lahr in “Bur- 
lesque” follows. . 

Estimate for Last Week 

“Careusel,” National (2d wk)($4.80). 
Town went for this Rodgers-Ham- 
merstein musical to the tune of 
$40,000; with special Guild-ATS sub- 
scription rates, that was near cae 
a holds for a third week, non- 
j uild, 


Wolfit $10,800, Toronto; 
Dramas OK, Comedy N.G. 


Toronto, Jan. 20. 
The Donald Wolfit revivals of 
“Macbeth” and “King Lear” were the 
| big draws last week, but the Shakes- 
'pearean comedies tapered of at the 
|Royal Alexandra here. Troupe is 
doing a_ coast-to-coast Canadian 


tour. 
Estimate for Last Week 
Denald Welfit, Royal Alexandra 
(ist wk) °41,525; 50). Shakes- 
pearean repertory troupe from Lon- 
don pulled a mild $10,800 last week; 
continues a second semester. 


‘Soldier’ 186, Milw’kee 


Milwauxee, Jan. 20. 

Legit was hard hit last week by 
zero weather and stiff competition. 
“The Chocolate Soldier,” at the 
Davidson, had a mild week of $18,000, 
| about three-fourths of capacity busi- 

ness. 

Previously, the big “Holiday on Ice” 
troupe, giving 23 performances in 
18 days at the Auditorium, likewise 
had about three-fourths of capacity. 
In a house of 5,000 seats, business in 
the first 10 days was $73,000. . 

Estimate for Last Week 

“Checolate Seldier,” Auditorium 
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Plays Out of Town 


Hedda Gabler 
Buffalo, Jan. 16. 


Louis J. Singer and American Repertory 
Theatre presentation of revival by Henrik 
Ibsen. Stars Eva LeGallienne. Translated 
and directed by Miss LeGallienne, Produc- 
tion supervised by Margaret Webster. Set- 
tings by Watson Barratt; costumes, Helen 
Pons. Opened at Erlanger, Buffalo, Jan. 


5, '48; $3.60 top. ; 
iss Juliana Tesman.+..Marion G. Evensen 
BOGE. ce cdcee sede cpehescoe ces Merle Maddern 


Feorg~e TeESMAN. creceerceees Robert Emhardt 





edda TeSMAN.scceeceress Eva LeGallienne 
care Elvstead..ceccessertess Emily McNair 
Judge Brack....- etvacs cies Herbert Berghof 
Bilert Lovborg......-- Efrem Zimbalist, Jr. 





Eva LeGallienne’s current inter- 


retation of Henrik Ibsen’s “Hedda |; 
Fabler” opened at the Erlanger last | 


evening (15) before an audience 
which received it with decorous en- 
thusiasm. The star has appeared 


here previously in this play and in | 


“Master Builder,” and “L’Aiglon.” 
Hers is a distinguished and resource- 
ful performance in a play with 
which she is thoroughly and com- 
petently acquainted. As translator 
and director as well as player, she 
does not hesitate to point up some 
of the master’s more discursive mo- 
ents. Moreover, this version has 
ad benefit of supervision and ad- 
vice of the Theatre Guild’s astute 
and talented Margaret Webster. 

The text has been dusted off and 
the entire effort is a marked im- 
provement in both performance and 
production from the version pre- 
sented here by Miss LeGallienne in 
1934. Not that the earlier Hedda 
was to be lightly considered. Miss 
LeGallienne took her on a 14,000- 
mile tour—no mean feat at a time 
when the nation was into the depres- 
sion up to the neckline. 

The aed itself is not likely to 

ive a lift to the low-spirited or to 
he tired businessman. As a study 
in feminine neuroticism it has as 
malevolent and generally unlovely a 
heroine as one is likely to come 
upon in a literary day’s journey. 

Technically, an able and well- 
equipped player, Miss LeGallienne 
brings this challenging, complex and 
many-faceted personality brilliantly 
to life, although at times showing 
lack of emotional warmth. 

For her company Miss LeGal- 
lienne has assembled a_ well-bal- 
anced group of players. Herbert 
Berghof is the worldly and urbane 
Judge Brack and Efrem Zimbalist, 
Jr., comes in for the role of the 
emperamental and ill-fatéd Eilert 

vborg. Robert Emhardt ir as in- 
nocent a professor’ as ever spoke 
through a set of Marxian whiskers, 
and Marion G. Evensen, who was 
seen in the earlier production, again 
portrays Aunt Julia. 

A fresh setting by Watson Bar- 
att has relieved the former velvet 
hangings but the costumes seem to 

ave come out of a Norwegian mu- 
seum. For all its qualities of time- 
lessness, there remains a mothball 
redolence around the piece. 


————_—_—_--:-:- 
ATTENTION !———_j 


PRODUCING AND 
BOOKING OFFICES! 


RICHMOND, VA. 
is Six Hours From 
Broadway— 

100 Miles South of 
Washington! 
With a Theatre-Going 
Public of 400,000! 
A LEGIT THEATRE 1S 
AVAILABLE ON RENTAL, 
STANDARD SHARING, 
PERCENTAGE OR FLAT 
RATE 


Contact Jack Stone, Mgr. 


WRVA THEATRE 
9th and Broad Street 
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Angel Face 
ollywood, Jan. 14. 


Gene Schwartz production of comedy in 
three acts (five scenes) by Steve Fisher and 
Sloan Nibley. Stars John Howard. Dis 
rected by Felix Feist. Setting and lighting 
by Adrian Awan. Opened at Las Palmas, 
Hollywood, Jan, 14, ’48; $3 top. 





Evelyn Frazee....+....¢0+5 George Chandler 
MacIntosh. .......cescecceeesesss Tom Daly 
FERS SET PT TPT ELECT ey Linda Stirling 
DERBY occ ccccescdccencsetese ee... Lois Austin 

aI , fl Seeders ssedescatauesees John Howard 
BUBB. osc coos vtessccs »e-+.Charles Woolf 
Morton .ccosc-covccecsesceseess John Dorman 
Dee RING. cs coscteccesccepeeee seus Howard 
Mie oe. 5c ce kta be 4bads-a talee ee Smith 
BM eo ke cer cddeceeesctovdc Charlie Williams 

1 Voungw MAaNn....ccccccscscccceserst Jim Aurness 
..Marvin Miller 


Joe vee scart e 8668S S00 


The tavern across the road from 
Santa Anita racetrack seems haunt- 
ingly familiar in this play. And with 
| good reason. In the first act its the 
|/San Francisco saloon of “The Time 


lof Your Life,” with the characters 
land dialog sharpening the resem- 
blance. In the third act it becomes 


the roadside. rest in “The Petrified 
Forest.” and again the similarity is 
heightened by the actions on stage. 
Unfortunately, there’s nothing be- 
hind “Angel Face” to interest either 
films or Broadway. 

Action covers a span of some 18 
hours from Christmas Eve to Christ- 


mas afternoon in this wuaven of 
weary, disillusioned horse-players. 
In those 18 hours, some lives run 


out and some begin afresh to the 
tinkling of the jukebox and the 
heady aroma that is a mixture of 
pine from the yule tree and bourbon 
from the bar. Through it all runs 
the philosophy of Si, once a wealthy 
commercial artist, who now makes 
book with a 50c. limit because he 
likes to live that way. From him 
comes most of the philosophy that 
is handed gratis to the people who 
live over the tavern and those who 
stroll in and out of the place during 
the races. 

Unfortunately, the wandering 
characters are much more realistic 
than those with whom the play is 
principally concerned. The central 
figures are strangely unreal and the 
fuzziness in characterization extends 
to the structure of the play itself. 
John Howard, starred as Si, the 
barside philosopher, almost succeeds 
in making the character come to life 
with a steady performance. Lisa 
Howard, no relation, as the girl 
whose Christmas present from her 
gambler-lover is the brushoff, shows 
plenty of promise with a convincing 
portrayal. George Chandler is ef- 
fective as the barkeep; Charles 
Woolf registers well as an appren- 
tice jockey; Charlie Williams draws 
yocks with a typical sock perform- 
ance as a “character who lays off 
bets,” and Cyril Smith, of “Sow 
Song” fame, steals his brief scene 
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completely with a hilarious drunk 
routine that is aided by the sharpest 
writing in the entire play. 

Felix Feist did an even job of di- 
recting and Adrian Awan contrib- 
uted a fine set that captures the 
flavor of the piece. Gene Schwartz 
rates a nod for okay production. 


Kap. 


Lemple’s Old Man 


Dallas, Jan. 12. 
Margo Jones production of comedy in 
three acts by Manning Gurian. Directed by 
Miss Jones. Sets by Jed Mace. Technical 


direction, Marshall Yokelson; production 
manager, Jonathan Seymour. Opened at 
Theatre ‘48, Jan. 12, ‘48. 

DOMMIMIC. cis oc cocescwvecdsses Jack Warden 
BEMGR ote cr cccccséovewecosess Mary Finney 
POO... wad vedscrccessoccssns d Arthur Hill 
POROUND s 60-00 6 40 4006000000%2.4 Martin David 
BOMBER voces ocacsencceses Clinton Anderson 
Clara Harrington......... Katherine Squire 
NS Ess oe US OVES Ce 0s CHR Wilson Brooks 
SO ES Oe See e ee eae Louise Latham 
Richard Lemple..........e+5 Tod Andrews 
POMSWTG .AGAMM. cicescccces Frances Waller 
Ss 666 TES 0 00409 5.0's.048. 009 George Mitchell 
BEES beaks be Sdeoereces Charles Taliaferro 


Dallasites were amused and enter- 
tained by Manning Gurian’s play. 
“Lemple’s Old Man,” at Theatre ’48, 
egg and directed by Margo 

ones. Some rewriting and tighten- 
ing of the pleasant salute to Brook- 
lyn might turn it into a real click. 
Then, too, New Yorkers might show 
more -understanding of the little 
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people of Brooklyn than isolationist 
Texans. ; 

In this first cml Mr. Gurian does 
show talent. e audience is never 
bored. His characters generally are 
well drawn. ; ) 

A play with no particular climax, 
indeed no particular plot, it is rather 
a segment from the life of a bound- 
ing oldster who objects to growing 
old. Old Man Lemple is a dynamic, 
agile graybeard who steers a bicycle 
with his feet, studies ballet, learns 
Russian from a phonograph and like 
the late lamented Butch LaGuardia, 
follows all fires in full regalia. 

An ancient, who hires himself out 
as a Western Union messenger boy 
after he has quit his job as riveter 
in an aircraft plant, he is a contin- 
uous trial to his priggish son of a 
stock broker who insists that his 
father grow old with dignity 
decorum. 

How the son is brought round to 
appreciate his eccentric parent is 
the story of the play which is made 
up of an interesting succession of 
neighborhood vignettes using an 
Irish housekeeper, an incessant gos- 
sip, a couple of tough kids, a philo- 


and 


fiancee, who paints portraits and 
has an eye for local color. 
Unfortunately, every character is 
sharply drawn except the central 
figure, Old Man Lemple, who lacks 
any basic philosophy and any really 
telling traits except a continued 
geniality and a fetish for keeping 
himself amused. 

On the whole, the dialog is good, 
though some trimming here and 
there would help: Any of Gurian’s 
lines that are racy fall with honest 
gusto from straightforward charac- 
ters. They are not contrived to ap- 
pease smirkers, 

Best scenes are when Berger, the 
Jewish philosopher, ably played by 


Wilson Brooks; Hilda, the Irish 
housekeeper, heartily played by 
Mary Finney and Dominic, an 
Italian streetsweeper, humorously 
prayed by Jack Warden, are on 
stage. 


Louise Latham adds an enjoyable 
bit as the Brooklyn tart. George 
Mitchell in the lead role exudes 
vitality and a zest for living but is 
handicapped by a too young voice 
behind a gray beard and by weakly 
drawn lines. 

Since this is theatre-in-the-round, 
there is little staging. A bit more 
atmosphere might help. Margo 
Jones’ expert direction keeps the 
Play paced for audience appeal. 

he piece shows some valid ideas, 
good moments and real appeal; its 
weakness only that it seems hastily 
assembled. Berg. 


Another Angle 


Los Angeles, Jan. 12. 
Jewel Box production of farce comedy in 
two ects (seven scenes) by Aimee Torriani. 
Staged by Bob DuRoy. Music, Paine Feni- 
more; sets, Thomas F. Philpott. Opened at 


Jewel Box, Los Angeles, Jan. 11, '48; 
$1.20 top. 

Mrs. Cramps.....ecse.-.Theresa Thornley 
WET DROMBS. . si coccctsscce Barbara Clarke 
Olga Austin..... COCcerercoes Hazel Holmes 
WAY 6 cies cto ceeresocteces Jerry Power 
Babs Barlow........... Charmienne Harker 
ge rr Gloria Parker 
US 54504540 06S vas a deaeen tes Ann Sidney 
John Britton........... Malcolm O'Donnell 
8 RS eee ea Johnny Clark 
UNE whe cost 8 0004 Reno ehee Obe Leon Sparks 
BWRENCY. oc ccvaccescessi Villiam D. Brown 
Virgil Mann......... Socckeene pa’ Rex Ford 


There’s a basic farce idea here 
that might be developed, but a com- 
plete rewrite job would be neces- 
sary. As it stands, it’s bogged down 
with painful cliches and desperate 
attempts at humor. 

The “Angle” in this case is a new 
approach to publicity for Hollywood 
hopefuls, debunking glamor and 
preseating four girls as “vestal 
virgins,” forerunners of a return to 
purity on the screen. Its pic pos- 
sibilities are, of course, slim, but 
snappy dialog should make it a con- 
tender for the road at least. 

Cast struggles along as best it can 
with the lines and an incongruous 
change of mood that also, appar- 
ently, hampered the direction. Sets 
by Thomas F. Philpott are fine. 

A geometrician who could maybe 
round off the “Angle” with legiti- 
mate laugh-lines is badly needed. 

; Kap. 


sophic Jewish friend and the son’s | 





College Play 











The Lucky Finger 
Toledo, Jan. 20. 


Bowling Green State Univ. Theatre pre- 
sentation of comedy in three acts by Len- 
nox Robinson. Stars Sara Allgood. Di- 


rected by Frederick G. Walsh. Technical 
direction, Philip Miles; costumes, Patricia 
Mann; lighting, David Thompson. Opened 


at Univ. Theatre, Bowling Green, O., Jan. 
10, '48. 





Lennox Robinson, now visiting 
rofessor at Bowling Green Univ., 
as switched the Cinderella theme 
in an interesting play about a de- 
pendent spinster aunt (Sara Allgood) 
who has outstayed her welcome in 
the home of her brother, Richard 
Clancy (Philip Miles) and his social- 
climbing wife, Stacia Clancy (Pa- 
tricia Mann), in Inish, a seaside town 
in Ireland. She is being sent to her 
other brother, Maurice, who has a 
farm, when the news arrives that 
she has won 500 pounds ($2,000) in 
a puzzle contest, as well as a box of 
candy in a local raffle. 

She wins hundreds of pounds more 
at the races, and the Clancys urge 
her to remain with them. She spends 
some of her money to become an 
attractively-dressed woman, but the 








rest goes to good deeds. for others. 
She helps her nephew pay his 
gambling debts, incurred through 
his acquaintance with Sir Adrian 
Burke, an impoverished nobleman, 
who admires her. She also arranges 
for one niece to go-to college and 
the other to marry a poor but oe 
suitor instead of the wealthy yout 
selected by Stacia. She buys 
Maurice a long-desired adjoining 
farm. 

When Sir Adrian proposes mar- 
riage, she tells him all her money 
is spent and that her “lucky finger” 
has vanished. However, he con- 
vinces her he loves her for her warm 
and generous heart and she accepts 
his proposal. 

The first two acts are in the 
Clancy’s sitting-room, and the third 
a room in the Town Hall. Settings 
are satisfactory, as are present-day 
costumes. The student and faculty 
cast are capable support for Miss 
Allgood, who is guest star. Techni- 
cal direction by Philip Miles, cos- 
tumes by Patricia Mann, lighting by 
David Thompson, all of the Univer- 

















sity theatre, are okay. Anya. 
Yiddish. Pla 
“ 
The Big Shot 

Menasha Skulnik production of musical 
comedy in two acts. Book by William Sie- 
gel; music, Abe Ellstein; lyrics, Isidor Lil- 
lian, Jacob Jacobs; dances, Lillian Shapero. 
Stara Skulnik; features Yetta Zwerling. Di- 
rected by Skulnik, Sets by Michael Saltz- 
man. Opened at Second Avenue, N. 
Jan. 16, ’48; $8 top. 
BVIViR. « ccccssccsescccevesios Anne Winters 
Abraham... vccccicccccceceed Jacob Sussanoff 
Beile Bashe.......cccosose-- Letta Zwerling 
Charlie Goralnik..... Reeeres Moses Feder 
FOO kc vciccrcocéedocdcccssssOenx  Rosgmulatt 
Bettio... odececcoccovveucevess Sarah Gingold 
LAIMS. ccciescccccccgeecettecers Lilly Lillana 
OO EPP Prverrerr rr ry cy Lon Liebgold 
MAITIAM . cccccocccccosesesed Anna Teitelbaum 
Rachel...cccceccccscsssese .Rose Greenfield 
Sidhey Seebiocsi .4-SOm Gere 
Ben. ..-.++eee8 eeeccsecces Willie Secunda 
Nifty Napkin...cs.ccoess: Menasha Skulnik 





Menasha Skulnik’s appearances at 
the Second Avenue theatre auto- 
matically carry a high degree of box- 
office draw on the lower East Side 
and “The Big Shot” will be no ex- 
ception. Discounting the involved 
plot, which is by now standard 
equipment with Yiddish musicals, 
Skulnik’s current show carries one 
major fault—there isn’t enough 
Skulnik. 

It’s a star’s prerogative to appear 
late in the proceedings after the 
stage has been warmed up by pro- 
duction numbers and a plot setting. 
But in this case Skulnik abuses the 
privilege. Nearly an hour elapses 
in the first act before the star puts 
in an appearance. By that time 
Skulnik has to work doubly hard to 
overcome the uninteresting and im- 
plausible proceedings. However, 
once Skulnik starts, the show’s pace 
changes considerably. He’s a clever 
and accomplished comic who can get 
maximum audience response from 
the minutest gesture. He shows a 
wide range of buffoonery that sends 
the payees out in a happy mood. 

Skulnik is cast as a baby-sitter 
who consents to pose as the physi- 
cian husband of Lilly Lilliana in 
order to temporarily deceive her 
mother after she has made a dis- 
astrous marriage. After involved 
machinations, everyone concerned is 
properly sa isfied. Miss Lilliana is 
‘paired with Leo Liebgold, and Skul- 
nik gets himself mated to Yetta 
ivory. 

Miss Zwerling, who’s been chasing 
Skulnik and finally nailing him 
throughout a long association on 
Second Avenue, is the other high- 
light in this show. Miss Zwerling is 
similarly a skilled comedienne, a 
competent foil for Skulnik’s antics 
and throws in a few comedy devices 
on her own to give a highly satis- 
factory performance. 

Miss Lilliana, Liebgold, Anne Win- 
ters, Sam Gertler and Jacob Sus- 
sanoff do well in their parts—within 
the limits of the lines allotted them. 
Production numbers of this show 
are somewhat ragged, and costuming 
could have been more _ judicious. 

Abe Ellstein has contributed a 
sprightly score which he conducts 
with vigor. Skulnik is credited with 


the direction of “The Big Shot” and | 


Jose. 


Current Road Shows 


(Period covering Jan. 19-31) 
“An Inspector Calls’”—Nixon, Pitt 
(19-24); Erlanger, Buff. (26-29); Aud., 
Roch, (30-31). 


“Anna Lucasta” — Davidson, Mil. 


it’s okay in his own scenes. 


(19-24), KRNT, Des Moines (27): 
Iowa, Cedar Rapids (28); Palace, | 
Rockford (29); Parkway, Madison 
(30-31). 

“Annie Get Your Gun”—Shubert 
Chi. (19-31). 


Ballet Theatre—Aud., Butte (19), 


Moore, Seattle (21-22): Aud pa 
oore, attle (21-22): Aud. 
land (23); Opera Hse, Frisco (25. sih 
“Blackouts of 1948”— fF) Capitan, 
Hollywood (19-31), ™ 
“Blossom Time”—O 
(19-31), oo + oo 
“Burlesque” — Locust, Philly (19. 
wey: Ford’s, Balto (26-31). 
“Carousel” — Nat'l, Wash. -24)> 
Shubert, Philly (26-31). (19-24); 
Maurice Chevalier — Wilbur, Bost 
(19-24); Forrest, Philly (26-31) 
“Chocolate Soldier” — Town Hall, 
Toledo (19-20); English, Indpls, (212 
24); Shubert, Bost. (26-31). 
“Doctor Social” — Ford's, Balte 
ag Se th ey Bost. (26-31). 
onald olfit Co. — Royal 
Toronto (19-24). 7 
: “Dream Girl”’—Biltmore, L. A. (19. 
4). 


Ibsen Repertory Co. — Shubert. 
Lafayette, Det. (19-31). 
Gate Theatre — His Majesty's, 


Mont’'l., (19-24); Royal Alex., Toronto 
(26-31). 


“Harvey” — American, St. Louis 
(19-31). 

“I Remember Mama” — Colonial, 
Bost. (19-24); Hanna, Cleve. (26-31), 





“Kathleen” — Plymouth, Bost. (19. 
|24); Locust, Philly (26-31). 
| “Lady Windermere’s Fan” — Er. 
| langer, Chi. (19-31). 

“Look Ma, I'm Dancing”—Forrest, 
Philly (19-24). 

“Mary Had a Little”’—Metropoli- 


tan, Seattle (19-24); Curran, Frisco 
(26-31). 

“Master’s Chair” — Geary, Frisco 
(19-31). 


“Medium,” “Telephone” — Stude- 
baker, Chi. (19-31). 

“Mr. Roberts”—Shubert, N. Haven 
(22-24); Walnut, Philly (26-31). 

“O Mistress Mine” — Selwyn, Chi. 
(19-31). 

“Oklahoma!” — Aud., Charleston 
(19-24); Aud., Louisville (26-31). 


“Private Lives” — Harris, Chi. 
(19-31). 

“Show Boat” — Hanna, Cleve, 
(19-24); Cass, Det. (26-31). 


“Song of Norway”—Shubert, Philly 
(19-24); Nixon, Pitt. (26-31). 

“State of the Union” — Hartman, 
Col. (19-24); Ohio, Lima (26); Ohio, 
Mansfield (27); Aud., Newark (28); 
Virginia, Wheeling (29-30); Weller, 
Zanesville (31). 

“Student Prince’ — Metropolitan, 
Prov. (19-20); Lyric, B’d’gport (21); 
Community, Hershey (22); Plays 
house, Wil. (23-24); Nat'l, Wash, 
(26-31). 

“Sweethearts”—Cass, Det. (19-24); 
English, Ind’p’lis (26-31). 

* “The Firefly” — Blackstone, Chi, 
(19-24). 

“The Last Dance”—Walnut, Philly 
(19-24). 

“The Red Mili” — Aud., Cincy 
(19-24); Blackstone, Chi. (26-31). 

“Tonight At 8:30”—Curran, Frisco 
(19-24); Biltmore, L. A. (26-31), 
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Hours Arranged—Low Rates 
806 7th Av., N.Y.C. Circle 7-8474 
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HOTEL ROOMS 


IN THE HEART OF TIMES SQ. 





Room, bath and shower. Telephone. From $3 
single and $3.50 double. 
Rosoff's 
HOTEL ROSOFF Famous 
Restaurant 
147 W. 43rd: St. on the 
(at B'way), BR. 9-5400 Promises 
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Former CRUISE HOSTESS, 
competent any capacity, seeks travel 
opportunity, prefer foreign; single or 
group. Companion, secretary, ma®- 
ager; make up wardrobe. Will ar- 
range conducted tour of Europe, 


Orient, ete. 
BOX 352 
159 East 34th St.. New York City 
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Sideline © Spare Time 
Everybody has $1 for your spot cash commis- 
sion! Sell New, improved Solid Brass Name 























Plates for front doors. Genuine engraved, 
brilliant black lettering. New process “as ob 
keeps bright without polishing. Easy Le 


We deliver. 


sale gives you $1 at once. 
r Write now for free 


$50 extra next week. 

sampie. 
| National Engraving, 214-Y Summer Street 
Boston (0, Mass. 
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Wednesday, January 21, 1948 


Plays on Broadway 


Make Mine Manhattan 


Joseph M, Hiyman productiof of musical 
revue in two acts. Sketches and lyrics by 
Arnold Horwitt; mus®, Richard Lewine. 
Staged and lighted by Hassard Short; set- 
tings, Frederick Fox; choreography, Lee 
pherman,; costumes, Morton Haack; sketches 
directed by Max Liebman; music director, 
charles Sanford; orchestrations, Ted Royal. 
Opened at Broadhurst, Jan. 15, °48; $6 top 
($7.20 opening night). : ies 

Cast: Sid Caesar, David Burns, Sheila 
Bond, Tommy Morton, Joshua Shelley, Jack 


Kilty, Kyle Mac Donne il, Kleanor Bagley, 
Danny Daniels, Nelle Fisher, Hal Loman, 
Anne Feris, Lauise Ferrand, Annahelle 
Gold, Rhoda Johannson, Betty ind, DPhyl- 
fis Mave, Dolores Novinos, Willis Brunner, 
Tony Charmoli, Wayne Lamb, Skip Ran- 
dali, Rudy Tone, Wax Showalter, Stephanie 
Augustine, Joy Carroll, Jean Jones, Larry 
Carr, Ed Chappel, biff MeGuire Perry 

Richard Arnold, Joseph Melvin, 


Bruskin, 
Ray Harrison, Sterling Mace 


Broadway's crying need for a sock 


jntimate musical revue is answered | 


with “Make Mine Manhattan.” It isa 
crowded entertainment of bubbling 
youth, some excellent lyrics and 
sketches by Arnold Horwitt, and has 
the overall staging acumen of Has- 
gart Short. Plus Sid Caesar and Da- 
vid Burns, a couple of comics who 
know their way around a stage. 
There can be no questioning the box- 
office strength of “Manhattan.” 

Here is a show that has no stars 
and yet is peopled with performers, 
from the top principals down, who 
constantly stand out. It has an 
abundance of good comedy, some 
sprightly music by Richard Lewine 
and a general overall air of spon- 
taneity that communicates itself to 
the audience right at the very cur- 
tain-lifter. 

After the opening ensemble num- 
ber, in which the entire cast greets 
the audience with “Anything Can 
Happen in New York,” there’s an 
amusing sketch that helps introduce 
Caesar and Burns. It’s a UN bit in 
which Caesar has a chance to show- 
case an innate knack for character 
delineations; in this case it’s various 
types of UN delegates. Burns also 
has a chance to display here his 
slow-burn type of comedy as an 
eatery operator. 

“Phil the Fiddler” is a clever fan- 
tasy of song and dance, in which 
Jack Kilty sings the title tune and 
Ray Harrison fs the fiddler. 

Eleanor Bagley has a cute spot in 
“Movie House in Manhattan,’ in 
which she satirizes the trend towards 
plushy theatres that play British pix. 
Caesar, Burns and Joshua Shelley 
get some laughs out of a takeoff or. 
drama critics. Shelley, who is, inci- 
dentally, a young comedian still to 
be heard from, has another funny bit 
in a satire on a famed restaurant 
chain called “Traftz.” 

“The Good Old Days,”. with Cae- 
sar, Burns, the Misses Bagley and 
Bond, is somewhat familiar. Jack 
Kilty and Kyle MacDonnell are a 
cute romantic couple as they sing “I 
Dén’t Know His Name,” in a root- 
top scene, with the good-looking 
young pair displaying neat voices. 

Topper of the show's first act is the 
satire on “Allegro,” a cleverly writ- 
ten number that brings on the en- 
tire cast, with Caesar as the young 
dentist. Caesar has another chance 
to show off some of his virtuosity by 
narrating the trials of a penny gum 
machine that grows up to be a 
quarter slot-machine. It's a special 

iece of material written by Allan 
Roberts, Caesar and Max Liebman. 

One of the rezlly hilarious num- 
bers is the one early in the second 
act ealled “Noises in the Street,” de- 
tailing the rounds of a cabbie, a 
milkman, streeteleaner, streetdigger 
and newsboy. It includes a lyric by 
Horwitt, Peter Barry and David 
Gregory. Caesar, Burns, Max Sho- 
walter, Perry Bruskin and Joshua 
Shelley sock it over, and it has been 
especially well staged. 

Sheila Bond and Danny Daniels 
click in a jitterbug number, and 
there’s a satire later on a Hollywood 
hemp making a picture in New 

ork that has its element of humor, 
with Caesar and Burns as the prin- 
cipals. Burns has another chance to 
really come into his own with a 
funny bit in which he’s a custemer 
out to buy a fountain pen. 

Frederick Fox's settings, mostly 
against background drops, are im- 
agmative, as usual with his designs, 
and Lee Sherman has neatly handled 
the choreography. Morton Haack 

designed the costumes with an 
eye to neat color schemes. The mu- 

Sical direction, by Charles Sanford, 
IS especially notable; his ability to 
bridge the multiple musical cues is 
considerably -responsible for the 
sharp pace of the show. Kahn. 


Caravan Recerds Buys 
Merrie-Go-Sound Juves 


Merrie-Go-Sound Records, chil- 
dren's disk outfit headed by Ted 
Cott, WNEW program director, and 
Henry Sylvern, organist and arrang- 
er, has been sold to Caravan Rec- 
erds. Latter bought 14 kids’ masters 
from Merrie, on a perpetual royalty 
arrangement. 

Caravan is going into special di- 
rect dealer selling on the records. 

ley ve picked a midwestern city as 
a test, where they'll try sell disks 


in non-record spets (such as air- 





Ports, newsstands, etc.). All records | while 


ne to be made in vinylite. Larry 
ould is prez of-Caravan. 





Julia Cromwell,..... Ruth Ainos 
DO saa ek €62 6 ts ise 06 Leta Bonygne 
Addie Hampton............ Nydia Westman 
Lillian Hampton......... Mut! Kay Jones 
Nickey. Ceecveccosecen Billy Nevard 
Mire. Gitble....ccccccccces Frieta Aliman | 
Dire. Watts. 2c arecceces ..Marion Weeks | 
| Gifferd Hampton eeeeee Robin Craven | 
Vincent Pemberton Michael Hall } 
Matihew (Cromwell .- John Arche 
{«‘larissa Blynn Cromwell ..... f0an Tetze} 
Moers. Tillie Sparker Doris Rieh 
Mayoi Ambrose Pibbeu William Lee 
Girls.. Ruth Miles Ann Thompsen, 
Stephan loste 
Florence Ryerson and Colin 
Clements, whose “Harriet” was a 


| film 
| considerable adaptation, not 


Strange Bedfellews 


Philip A. Waxman produ 
in three acts 
Ryerson and 
Joan Tetzel, 


ion of 
(five scenes) by 

Colin Clements. 

John Archer, Carl Benton 
Reid, Nydia Westman, Ruth Amos, Robin 
(raven. Staged by tenne Schneider, 
Scenery and lighting, Ralph Alswang; cos- 
tumes, Morton Haack. Opened at Morosco, 
N. Y¥., Jan. 14, ‘48; $4.80 top ($6 opening 


comedy 
Florence 
Features 


night). 
RAMONE. ole ws. 600.0% be csopidaee Tom Chung Yun 
Sen. Carl Benton Reid | 


William Cromwell. 


velgwle for Helen Hayes several sea- 
sons ago, have come up with an- 
other costume play in “Strange Bed- 
fellows.” The new opus, a sort oi 
“Life With Grandfather,” has a 
promising basic premise and situa- 
tion, and two lively and laughable 
acts. But it lapses into exaggerated 
hoke in the third act, become trans- 
parently absurd and ends on a disap- 
nointing note. Because of the com- 
edy of the first two acts, including 
several broadly funny situations and 
numerous ribald Jines, the show 
should be a moderate boxoffice suc- 
cess, particularly if skillfully ex- 
ploited. 

It also should have prospects for 
sale, though it would require 
merely 
to disinfect the dialog, buteto bolster 
the plot ending, provide more story 
strength and inject greater warmth 
into the characters. 

Although “Strange Bedfellows” is 
reminiscent of “Life With Father” 
in period and in broad outline, simi- 
lar in locale and date to “I Remem- 
ber Mama,” it is greatly inferior to 
either of them in dramatic crafts- 
manship, plausibility, depth of char- 
acterization and emotional impact. 
For while there are lots of laughs in 
this newest piece by the Clements, 
there are no touching moments, and 
the ultimate reaction is unsatisfying. 
Possibly that is because, unlike 
“Father” and “Mama,” the charac- 
ters in this play lack deep affection 
for each other and therefore aren’t 
endearing to the audience. 

The action of “Strange Bedfel- 
lows” takes place in the living room 
of a Nob Hill mansion in 1896, where 
the opinionated, tyrannical ex-Sen- 
ator Cromwell is rampaging about 
the house, bullying his_family and 
ranting against votes for women. 
When his Congressman-son arrives 
home with a wife who is a crusading 
suffragist, the old windbag’s wrath 
is enough to ignite his beard. 

There are some hilarious moments 
as the ex-Senator tries to bowl over 
the young lady with bombast and 
then connives with his son and the 
local political gang to thwart her. 
But her calm logic makes his tirades 
sound ridiculous and her resource- 
-fulness (with the convulsing as- 
sistance of a Barbary Coast madam) 
has him hogtied for women’s rights 
at the final curtain. Which is vastly 
entertaining until the third act, whe2n 
the authors resort to a palpably con- 
trived “Lysistrata” situation and a 
clumsy .drunk scene. 

Under Benno Schneider's direction 
the cast gives what may be the 
noisiest and most strenuous per- 
formance of recent seasons. Joan 
Tetzel, as the intense, young suf- 
fragist-wife, is technically impres- 
sive, but seems slightly cool and 
somewhat too self-possessed. Carl 
Benton Reid roars through the part 
of the ex-Senator amusingly while 
John Archer is competent as his 
'Congressman-son. As a semi-con- 
scious matron, Nydia Westman gives 
another of her. dafly portrayals. 
Ruth Amos is acceptable as the wise 
and patient wife and grandmother, 
and Robin Craven is believable as a 
pompous son-in-law. ’ 

Raiph Alswang’s rococo living 
room set is the most atmosphere- 
creating element in the production, 
and Morton Haack’s costumes are 
notably helpful. Hobe. 


The Survivors 





Bernard Hart and Martin Cabell preduc- 
tion of melodrama in three acts (two set- 
tings) by Peter Viertel ame lrwin Shaw. 
Stars Louis Calhern, Hume Cronyn, Rieh- 
ard Basehart; features Antheny Hoss, EF 
G. Marshell, Marisnne Stewart, Jane Sey- 
mour, Russell Collins, May Lawreneer, 
Staged by Gubel. Seenery b Boris Arete 
son. Opened at Playhouse, N. Y., Jan. 19, | 
"48: $4.80 top. 

Rutsenm Heige..... Marc Lawrence 
Bee SGD. cc cccncceces: Russell Collins } 
Alowit inten iade Neil Pitugerald | 
Pimias Decker. .cccccces: KB. 43 Marshal} 
Vimeenmt Fees. ..cedecees Louis Cathern 
Perk GUeabbreG.s 2. ceccccts Anthony Ross 
Steve Dever. ...cccccccee Richard Basehart 
Morgan Decker.....ce.-. Kevin MeCarthy 
dame Decker. ...ccccccoesssss Jane Seymou! 
Lucy Dunne......cceee-- Marianne Stewart 
Fodine Decker... cccee-> .liume Crenyr 
Marcus Helge. ..--ccees _Mdwin M tribe 
Twertiatel PRAWKEOS. .-ceese--- Kenneth 'Tohew | 
| Reverend Heyt — - (uy Arbury 
Sheriff Bagley ss or fom NHoier 

Broadway hasn't seen a western} 

nelodrama for many years and/| 
“The Survivors” is not horse 


| opera it’s akin to it, which indicates 
i the play is definitely fare for Holly- 


wood, with questionable chances for 
a stage stay. 

Characters are about the roughest 
set brought forth within a genera- 
tion. 
in 1865 just 


after the Civil War, 


ranch. There, bitterness that has 
been simmering for years 
forth, and there’s always the threat 
of gunplay. 

“Survivors” is a man’s play, per- 
formance being given by an unusual 
array of talent. No doubt about it 
being tense and interesting, ex: ent 
for portions of the second act. Peter 





| of violence and feuding. That 
the hero and villain are killed at the 


end is inexorable. 

Steve and Morgan Decker come 
| back from a rebel prison camp where 
|} they were mistreated, having been 


|} captured when their regiment re- 
| treated. They blame Tom Cameron 
ifor having them incarcerated and 
| when Morgan dies from brutality 
|Steve expresses the hatred of their 
clan. The feeling is heightened by 


another brother whose cattle cannot 
reach the river because of Cameron's 
fence. 

That conniving 
roughneck 


hires a 
but 


rancher 
to ambush Cameron 
the ‘ellow shocts the wrong man. 
It’s Steve who is asked to rub out 
Cameron but Vincent Keyes, lawyer 
and friend of the Deckers, pursuades 





|}Cronyn and Richard Basehart, and 
| the latter’s part as Steve is the lead 
| There are several scenes 
sweetheart before the 


his Wal 


speeches as the lawyer-friend. 
nyn is the elder Decker, a fellow 


crows about it. 


Martin Gabel has directed them with 
authority. 
played similar characters. 
Ross is the villainous Cameron; E. G. 
Marshall plays the conniving Decker: 
Kevin McCarthy is the most bitte: 
of the Deckers: Russell Collins plays 
the barkeep with misgivings: Janc 





ing scene, and others including Ncil 
Fitzgerald and Mare Lawrence also 
count. 

“Survivors” offers a full evening 
of melodramatics by a cast that re- 
quires more than average patronage. 

Ibee. 


Power Without Glery 


There’s a missing element in the 
latest murder play of the type usually 


Jehn Lord takes the family’s predica- 
ment, when he learns that Cliff, one 
of his sons, has murdered a girl on 
the Thames embankment 
The iad admits the homicide to 
Anna, his fiancee, who lives with the 


lish home with a store in the front, 
so there is no element of mystery. 
“Power” is interesting because of 
the subdued excitement of the main 
participants, whose performances are 


directress. But there are confusing 
interludes in telling the story which 
is supposed to cover only a few 
hours. Anna swears her love for 
Cliff even after she learns of his 
affair with the other girl, which is 





hard to believe under the cireum- 
stances. Cliff says he didn't mean to 
| kill her but she taunted him. 
There is another brother, 


tured with Cliff. It is the play’s chief 
complication, one which could lead 
to bitter exchanges though none 
| occur. Instead, 
Anna is sueh that he is 
| take blame for the murc¢er but that 


willing to 
W teenie, =3O 


' idea is not pursued. Towards the end 
it becomes clear that the police will 
summon Cliff for questioning, for his 

| lost handkerchief is a telltale clue 

The end of the story is left to the 
| imagination, perhaps one of the au- 
| thor’s errors. Latter has constructed 
his drama cleverly enough but the 
third act impresses as a letdown. The 
romantic angle is hardly tense con- 
| sidering that the brothers love the 
same woman. The author knows how 


wordage, including the title, seems 
better than the situations created. 


to write dialog but his handling of | stager could put across “The Men | 


Hilary Liddell gives a fine per- | backs on the cards being noticed, but orchestra. 


Locale is a Missouri ranch town | 


the lad not to commit murder. His 
| ringing exhortation is one of the 
| play’s best interludes, then right 
| afterward the two men shoot it out 
| There is another scene in which 
| Steve's mother dramatically protests 
' against killings by her kin. 

} Co-stars are Louis Calhern, Hume 


between 
him and Marianne Stewart, who was 
ana 
still wants him, but he dominates the 
performance in the tougher passages. 
Cathern comes through with ringing 
Cro- 


who had killed his man long ago and 


Most of the characters are whisky- 
drinking men of pioneer stock and | 


It's likely that none has 
Anthony | 


Seymour as the mother has one tell- | 


John CC. Wilson and Shuberts prodnetio 
of melodrama in three acts fone set) by: 
Miehael Clayton Mutton. Staged by ¢ hhw 
Gibsen Set Dy Charles Elson. Opened { 
Booth, N. ¥., Jan._13, "48: 84.80 tep 
Oe ee es jer «seer JORD Newell 
Mamie .. ccc cece cece sees. Merjorie Rhewies 
Eelith «6%. ecerreses Bebes eds Helen Misene; 
MOTE oo vicscetenceee esececas Lewis String 
Anna aedbecestneses bus dead Hilary lidelell 
CME 2s ccesvesceccs cbdsved e...Peter Murray 
WENN Sates Sktios s akebwa s die se %e Trevor Ware 


nearby. | 


family in the drab, lower elass Eng- | 


skillfully keyed by Chloe Gibson, the | 


Eddie. | 
who first loved Anna, but when that | 
boy was at war, she became enrap- | 


Eddie's devotion to! 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Usually producers with backers « 


One exception is the latest Broadw 


a bigger interest in the musical thar 


ym the limited partnership basis get 


scened in the bar of the only log! @Pproximately 50% of the show for their services in accomplishing the 
hotel and the veranda of the Decker | Presentation and it’s not usual fer the manager to invest his own money. 


ay musical click, “Make Mine Man- 


flares | hattan,” presented by Joseph M. Hyman, who was literally forced to take 


1 he anticipated. Show was budgeted 


for $175,000 but Hyman was shy around $60,000 which he raised, so that 


, his share is figured around 66%. U 
; was arond $15,000 under the budget 
| young manager. 


nderstood the actual production cost 
. Which was a further break for the 


“Manhattan” is a revue, having 12 principals and a lim- 


ited ensemble, so the profit possibilities are exceptional. Continuous box- 


Viertel and Irwin Shaw are ski! ed | office lines were in evidence at the Broadhurst Friday (16), day after the 
dramatists who point out the rere J suow opened, although the show did not get a 100% good press 
Dotn | 


Paul Douglas, male Jead of “Born Yesterday,” one of Broadway’s longrun 


shows, has just become a 
two-vear mark this month, 
Equityite to attain voting status 
was in another legiter but it folded f: 


senior 


and the 


Judy Holliday, the femme lead of * 


membership but it seems her appli 
a short-lived play, “Kiss Them For \ 
a prize for her performance in “K 


mem 


ber of Equity. Comedy will pass the 
eq ured nu nber of wecks for a junio! 
s 50 weeks Dougla formerly in radio, 
ast. 
‘Bort is now also eligible for senior 
cation was misplaced. She was also in 
le.” prior to “Born” and was awarded 
s.” Both Douglas and Miss Hollida 


were given featured billing this week 


Dollar shortage in England may explain why the D’Oyly Carte operetta 


troupe traveled second class ‘on th« 
Sullivan specialists to New York foi 
at the Century, N.Y. Cast of “Power 
ish import, came first class but it’s a 
C. Wilson, who presents the meller 
$100 upon arrival, aware that the vi 
English,citizens are not permitted 

country. Understood the 
was not deducted 


} 
allowance 


Collections for the March of Dime 
atres for an eight day period from J 


for volunteers to seek donations in 
coin boxes within the theatres afte 
Coin boxes will be turned over to 


treasurer. 


Richard Watts, Jr., of the N. ¥ 
| critic on Broadway. He has been | 
Andrew Murray Williams, a New Yo 
ed to $700,000, a large part of which 


| expected from a girl in love. Petei 
Murray, on loan from J. Arthur 
| Rank, portrays Cliff, whose capital 


fing to the part. 


| Lewis Stringer is a very good 
| Eddie, but too restrained for a 


youth back from combat to find 
anticipated happiness blasted. Joan 
' Newell, sister who threatens to tel} 
the cops but doesn’t, has an emo- 
tional scene that wins the 
plaudits. Trevor Ward's father is best 
toward the end. Helen Misener as a 
slattern provides the play's scant hu- 
mor, and Marjorie Rhodes is the 
harried mother. 

Cast with one exception is not the 
same as seen in London but it prob- 
ably is just as good as the one with 
which “Power” attracted some atten- 
tion last season. Best chance for the 
import appears to be that it costs Lit- 
tle to operate. Ibee. 


The Men We Marry 


Fdgar FF. Luckenbach production of com- 

} edy im three acts (one setting) by Eliseleth 
|} Cobb aml Herschel Williams. heotures 
Shirley Booth, Neil Hamilten, Deris bl- 
ton, Marta Linden, John Williams ard Mir- 


P ‘ A | guaret Hamilten. Staged by Martin \ion- 
described as a pyschological melo- | wlis. Set by Denald Oenslager: costumes 
drama that seems to keep it from | by Helen Pons. Opened at Mansfield, N. Y.. 
ringing the bell. Acting and direction | Jn. 16, "#8: $4.80 top. 3 
are excellent in ““Power Without | Massie Weleb.......-..-.... oo ae 
Glory” (Its single settin and ta Phillip ii ua oe Skis at bee ‘ . Davie Andersen 

hara t " ast ere bee ght ag * CN | Warren Threekmorton... ...Rebert Willey 
€ cter ¢ w rou TOM | tiwenmie................Margaret Hamilion 
London). Indications are for limited | Dr. Alan Lambert.........-. Neil Hamilton 
appeal | Julie Madisom...........-.+..Marta TLineien 
“ f : M: ‘ Mate: fsveds ve ...dohn Williams 
We read about such things in the | a cee, chia stole Seeeia: Abate 
papers but didn’t think it could hap- | Ned Snvler.....ccceceees Joseph Allen, Jr. 
pen to us,’ is the way bewildered |) Mary............eeee- weees. Anne Sargent 
Peter Sterling. ...cccee pe eeewed John Houdsen 


Doubtless the season's gabbiesi 
play, this one has no chance despite 
ithe services of some pretty good 
players. 
| The yatta-yatta-yatta, mostly be- 
ttween women, with an assist from 
| the men, seems interminable. They 
| talk and scheme about matters con- 
| cerning .themselves only, 


| when trying to run the affairs of | 


their hostess, a novelist who's hav- 
|ing a house party in a fashionable 
| eae of Maryland. 

Producer is Edgar F. Luckenback. 
| one of the wealthiest, of aspiring 
| young producers. He has provided a 
rich interior and is said to be paying 
goodly salaries to the fairly well- 
knowns in the cast, but there is no 
play. Looks like the kid got the 
wrong steer from an agent. unless 
he selected the script himself. 

Maggie Welch is the middle-aged 
| writer, and she has a daughter Marv 
| who is sweet on a medical student. 
| Assorted femmes down for the week- 
lend don’t think the lass should 
! waste her time on the impecunious 
lad and set about trying to break 
up the match, in between accepting 
or making passes at the male week- 
enders. Maggie herself plans wed- 
Jock .with a doctor around her own 
age. All hands get on each other's 
nerves after guzzling cocktails but 
when men walk out the dames go 
after them, rain and all. 

There were some  first-night 
giggles, mostly. from friends of the 
'@ast. Direction isn’t any hotter than 
|the play but it’s doubtful if any 


; We Marry.” There is a bridge game 
jor something like it, different colored 


offense hardly permits sympathy go- | 


best 
‘ 


except | 


up that brought the Gilbert and 
current high-grossing engagement 
Without Glory” (Booth), also a Brit 
nuch smaller group. However, John 
vith Shubert, gave each’ plaver 
had virtually no money, because 
than a pitta e out of the 
Wilson to the “Po 


Lee 
ttors 
take nore 


irom piayers 


from their salaries 


in legit Broadway the- 


Managers have ar. 


be held 


Ss will 
an. 24 to 3] 


anged 
the lobbies, former system of passing 


a appeal speech being climinated. 


each respective house man 


Post, is now rated the richest 
vequeathed $300,000 by his late uncle, 
rk contractor. Tota) bequests amounte 


xoes. to Catholic charities. 


drama 


formance as Anna, who gets little | that may be blamed on the property 
chance to express affection usually | 


man. 

+ Shirley Booth is Maggie. She has 
done so much better in other plays 
that there’s no comparison, besides 
which she had a cold. Margaret 
Hamilton plays a comic maid but 
| doesn’t get much chance to be funny. 
| Neil Hamilton seems best of the 
} males, while Doris Dalton and Marta 


|} Linden are the lookers, Helene 
|Pons has designed some fetching 
| duds for them. Ibee. 


‘Closed Saturday (17) after three 
performances.) 











| Broadway Toppers 
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nce Reed 
scene from 








repeating the dinner 
“Shanghai Gesture,” and 
janother for Helen Hayes, Clarence 
| Derwent and Ian Martin in a seene 
ifrom “Victoria Regina.” 

After the intermission, there were 
‘still more cheers as Willie and 
|Eugene Howard brought back their 
“Rigoletto Quartet” burlesque, 
‘Judith Anderson played a scene from 
“Come of Age,” Dorothy Stickney 
' brought a lump to the throat with a 
| bit from “The Front Page,” John 
|Gielgud read the soliloquy from 
“Hamlet,” Vivienne Segal sang “Be- 
| witehed, Bothered and Bewildered” 
} from “Pa] Joey,” and Bert Lahr song 
ithe hilarious “Woman, Spare That 
| Tree” from “The Show Is On.” 

| Another storm of applause fol- 
lowed the perfermance by Katharine 
Cornell, Maurice Evans, Godfrey 
| Tearle and Kent Smith in the epilog 
‘from Shaw's “Saint Joan,” and the 
|show came to a tumultuous close 
| with the “Oklahoma” company sing- 
jing the title song from that musical. 
| Among the numerous other stand- 
| outs during the evening were Hal 
in a dance from “Music 
Box Revue,” Libby Holman singing 
| “Body and Soul” from “Three's a 
| Crowd,” Cliff Edwards singing “Fas- 
}cinating Rhythm” from “Lady Be 
|Good,” Alfred Drake singing “How 
High the Moon” from “Two for the 
Show,” and Jane Cowl, Reginald 
Mason and Robert Chisholm in a 
scene from “Smilin’ Through.” 

Also, William Gaxton singing 
“Thou Swell” from “Connecticut 
Yankee,” Tilly Loesch doing her 
“Dance of the Hands” from “Wake 
Up and Dream,” Jack Pearl and Cliff 
Hall in a Munchhausen bit from the 
| “Follies,” Donald Richards and the 
;dePaur choertis singing “The Whif- 
|fenpoof Song” as done in “Winged 
Victory,” Jimmy Savo singing “River 
|Stay Away From My Door,” from 
}“Mum’s the Word” and Buck and 
| Bubbles doing “Ain't Necessarily So” 
from “Porgy and Bess.” 

Gsear Serlin was in charge of pro- 
ductien, and his associates were 
Cheryl Crawford, Oscar Hammer- 
Stein, 2d, Vinton Freedley and Rich- 
ard Redgers. Harry Horner did a 
| Superb job of readying the settings 
(and Max Meth capably batoned the 
Hobe. 


| Sherman 
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Boston Herald in 100G Suit 

The Boston Herald, conservative 
Republican Hub daily, has again a 
libel suit at the hands of local Dem- 
ocratic politicos. Last suit, which it 
won, was brought in by Mayor 
James Curley. This time the Herald 
is being sued for $100,000 by James 
G. Tobin, younger brother of former 
Gov. Maurice J. Tobin. 

Action, filed March 4, °46, accuses 
the paper of “circulating false, mali- 
cious, scandalous and defamatory 
libel” in connection with a Heraid 
story by Bill Mullins, political writ- 
er. Story claimed that James Tobin 
ruled his brother’s political patron- 
age and that a prospective job hold- 
er had to be “cleared with Jimmy” 
before he got in. The Herald de- 
clared the news stories were pro- 
ceedings of the Gereral Court and 
so privileged, and that all items 
mentioned are true. 





New Weird Book Publisher 

New entrant in the field of weird 
book publishings is the Fantasy 
Press, of Reading, Pa. Lloyd Arthur 
Eshback is director, with A. J. Don- 
nell, L. H. Houck and G. H. Mac- 
Gregor as associates. Four books 
are now out—“Spacehounds of IPC,” 
by Edward E. Smith; “The Legion of | 
Space,” by Jack Williamson; “The | 
Forbidden Garden,” by John Taine | 
and “Of Worlds Beyond,” edited by 
Eshback. Last named is about sci- 
ence-fantasy writing for mags and 
books, by seven authors who have 
made a living at it, including Robert 
A. Heinlen, who has contributed to 
the slicks. | 

The new gimmick to this firm is 
that the books are partly financed 
by fans who order and pay for copies 
ahead of publication. There are 
various fantasy fan mags, and lists 
of subscribers are used, via mail, 
for present and future support. 








Duffus Heads Guild Publicity 

Robert L. Duffus has been named 
secretary of the Authors Guild pub- 
licity committee, which will in- 
clude Thyra Samter Winslow, Noel 
Busch, Stanley High, Kyle Crichton, 
Eliot Janeway, Robert Considine, 
Edward J. Flynn and James P, War- 
burg. 

Meetings of the Guild’s council 
will henceforth be held regularly 
on the first Monday of the month. 
In the past, they’ve been skedded 
on various dates early in the month. 





Harper Heads Z-D Chi Sales 

Ziff-Davis has brought in Fred 
Harper as general sales manager of 
its reorganized book department in 
Chicago. He announced that com- 
pany would concentrate in the gen- 
eral field and drop accent on detec- 
tive and sensational titles. Spring 
list has 32 books, many pointed to 
Coast consumption. Division has 
$100,000 as appropriation for the 
year, - “iy 

Harper was general sales manager 
for Alfred A. Knopf for the last two 
years and prior to entering the 
Navy in 1942 was with Duell, Sloan 
& Pierce for two years. 





Indplis, Star In Suit 

Joseph J. Daniels, Indianapolis at- 
torney, and former Iilth District 
Republican Party chairman, has 
filed charges of malicious libel 
against Eugene C. Pulliam, pub- 
lisher, and the Indianapolis Star 
Publishing Co., asking damages of 
$300,000. 

‘Daniels charged the defendants 
“wrongfully and maliciously” made 
“false and defamatory” charges 
against him through news stories, 
editorials and editorial cartoons. 
Suit set forth more than 20 charges 
of false and defamatory statements, 
in connection with political cam- 
paigns. 
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‘U. S. Camera '48’ Show Biz Nod 

Show -business is represented by 
11 pictures in “U. S. Camera 1948,” 
newest volume in the annual photo 
Series. Eight of the pictures relating 
to the entertainment industry are 
new shots, and they include the 
wreckage of the plane ‘n which 
Grace Moore was killed, a portrait 
of Ingrid Bergman, a still from “The 
Best Years of Our Lives,” a court- 
room shot of Frank Sinatra and Lee 
Mortimer, and a publicity photo of 
Diamond Horseshoe showgirls be- 
ing vaccinated. The other three pic- 
tures are in the “finest photographs” 
section, and they include a portrait 
of Deborah Kerr, a scene shot of 
Ella Logan and David Wayne in 
“Finian’s Rainbuw,” and a costume 
picture from last season’s “Lady 
Windermere’s Fan" revival. Of the 
news shots, none combines both 
topical and pictorial distinction, and 


none of the theatrical “finest photo- 
graphs” seems outstanding. 

Tom Maloney, who has succeeded 
Edward Steichen as “U. S. Camera” 
editor, has expanded the text in the 
news photo section of the book to 
cover the factual background of the 
events pictured. This is a distinct 
fault in a photo book, because the 
text devotes too much space to “his- 
tory” and editorializing, but fails to 
give enough info about the technical 
aspects of the pictures themselves. 

Hobe. 





Fred Smith’s UN Booklet 

As a labor of love, Fred Smith, 
publicity director of the Book-of- 
the-Month Club, is distributing on 
his own a pamphlet titled “How. to 
Think About the United Nations,” 
in an effort to plug for world or- 
ganization. Booklet has already 
topped the 20,000 sales mark in two 
months, and Smith is aiming for a 
circulation of 1,500,000 by the end 
of the year. All profits from the en- 
terprises are being ploughed back 
into advertising. 

Plans are currently being mapped 
by a group of persons affiliated with 
the UN to translate the work into 
several foreign languages. Smith is 
also producing several more of the 
same type booklets to sell at eight 
for $1. 





CHATTER 
Arch Oboler is putting finishing 
touches to a novel which he'll ‘de- 
liver to Random House next week. 


Betty Smith has written her sec- 
ond novel, “Tomorrow Will Be Bet- 
ter,” which Harper will publish. 


Somerset Books, reprint house 
owned by Knickerbocker Printing, 
has folded and its list of titles is 
being sold. 

Jean Hersholt completed “The 
Evergreen Tree,” a book of short 
stories, for summer publication by 
George Macy. 

Dudley H. Cloud, managing editor 
of Atlantic Monthly, has been 
named director of the Atlantic 
Monthly Press. 

Paul Green leaves for Bombay, 
where he'll be vice-consul. His next 
novel, “Christopher Strong,” will be 
brought out by Harper’s. 

Richard Mealand, of the Metro 
story department, who authored 
“Let Me Do the Talking,” is writ- 
ing a second novel for Doubleday. 

Charles Hoffman _ finished his 
novel, “A Short Forever,” and re- 
turned to his berth as a Warner pro- 
ducer after an eight-month leave of 
absence. 

Alfred Knopf is publishing a 
Special edition of Bruno Traven’s 
“Treasure of the Sierra Madre,” to 
coincide with the release of the 
Warner film. ’ ; 

World Pub. Co. has put through a 
large printing -order on its motion 
picture edition of “The Paradine 
Case” by Robert Hichens to tie up 
with the Selznick picture. 

Bill Ornstein broke into the first 
issue of Sibylline, new literary 
quarterly, and has five articles and 
stories coming up in similar mags 
within the next six months. 

David Stern, 3d, currently doing 
a screen version of his mule story, 
“Francis,” for producer Arthur 
Lubin, is also working on a sequel 
for Farrar, Straus. He recently 
purchased the Seattle Star. 

Paul Lazarus, Jr., United Artists 
ad-publicity director, designed spe- 
cial jacket for Reynal and Hitch- 
cock’s edition of “Texas, Brooklyn 
and Heaven.” Book is an adaptation 
of a UA picture with same title. 

Harry Houghton, president of 
Muzak Corp., has been elected presi- 
dent of Encyclopedia Britannica, 
Inc., succeeding E. H. Powell, who 
resigned because of ill — health. 
Houghton will continue as head of 
Muzak. 

Richard Harrington, for past 
eight years prgmotion manager for 
Esquire and Coronet magazines, has 
resigned to take over general man- 
yagership of Literary Assn., Terre 
Haute, Ind. He is replaced by Irv- 
ing Silverman, who has been with 
the company for seven years. 
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back to the smal! accounts they 
brushed off during the prosperous 
era. 

They now find that a group of 
small agencies have entrenched 
themselves with a large number of 
small clubs and cocktaileries by 
halving commissions to 5%, or tak- 


booking an entire show and band. 
The larger indie agents are hot 
about the comeback of these small- 
time tricks. It’s claimed that if not 
nipped immediately, more rooms 
will attempt to lower budgets via 
these tactics. 

However, there’s little that can be 
done in the matter at the moment. 
In all instances, the agents have 
been careful to get American Guild 
of Variety Artists and Amercan Fed- 
eration of Musicians’ minimums for 
their clients. Consequently, no 
union action can be taken against 
them. At the same time, there’s no 
legal redress inasmuch as N. Y. 
state employment agency laws speci- 
fy a maximum 5% commission for 
obtaining jobs. 


Agencies are also disturbed about 
the return of other chiseling because 
of the rising costs of doing business. 
They claim considerable more ex- 
pense is entailed placing talent be- 
cause of the growing scarcity of 
work. Some even claim that the 
usual 10% commission on short term 
engagements fails to cover the office 
expenses. They argue that the 
spread of commission slicing tactics 
threatens their solvency. 
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a basic unit of “amateurs” similar to 
those which used to tour for the 
Bowes radio show 

Calls for local talent to appear on 
the stage in conjunction with the 
traveling unit are to be issued sev- 
eral weexs in advance in eaeh town 
where the unit plays. Winners of 
the local contests will then be sent 
to N.Y. to appear on the tele pro- 
gram. The road unit is to be rein- 
forced ‘periodically with winners 
from the teleshow. Each city will be 
saluted on the video program the 
week its local talent appears. 


Kaiser-Frazer dealers in each city 
are to work with the local chambers 
of commerce to help promote the 
show. To add a special plug for the 
tele industry, and for DuMont in 
particular, the bus’s remote unit ‘is 
slated to stage a tele demonstration 
in the Kaiser-Frazer showrooms in 
each city and also in theatre lobbies. 
Plans to handle the booking of the 
amateur unit into theatres haven't 
been completed but it’s expected that 
DuMont and K-F might book the 
unit themselves. 
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getting. Request to make no state- 
ments about salary has been made 
to the Andrews Sisters, who were 
signed last week by their manager, 
Lou Levy, to play the Palladium 
theatre, London, for four weeks, 
starting the first week in August. 


Columnists in London have been 
making such a to-do about U. S. per- 
formers coming over and taking 
dollars out of the country that a rep 
of MPM Entertainments, London, 
which bought the Andrews gals, 
specifically asked Levy to keep 
quiet. Last year, when the Andrews 
gals cancelled out of a trip to Lon- 
don’s Casino, were to have gotten 
about $15,000 per plus transportation. 


Though they are booked at the 
Palladium only, the Andrews trio 
may play other dates while overseas. 
Butlin’s, a summer resort comparable 
to some of the more expensive spots 
on this side, are said to have made 
a‘ bid for the group. It’s possible 
that a deal will be made. 








Comics In Drama 
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regular radio union scale. Each pro- 
gram will be further presented un- 
der auspices of the favorite charity 
of each star. Scenes will be played 
straight. 

Already pacted are Ezra Stone 
(radio’s Henry Aldrich), to do Shy- 
lock; Morey Amsterdam, for Cyrano; 
Minerva Pious (Mrs. Nussbaum), to 
do Lady Macbeth; Jack Pearl, for 
King Lear; Jack Guilford, for a 
Saroyan bit;) Eddie Foy, Jr. and 
Robert Q. Lewis. Milton Berle is 
being negotiated with to do Romeo. 
Jack Grogan will direct the series 
and Ted Cott produce. 

Idea came about when Berle ap- 
peared on Martin Block’s WNEW 
program recently and_related how 
as a kid he had played serious parts. 
Then he did the balcony scene from 
“Romeo 4nd Juliet,” straight. Cott, 
WNSW program director, then got 
the idea for the program series. So 
far, however, no one has asked to do 








ing a flat fee of from $25 to $50 for 


Hamlet. 
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Hollywood, Jan. 17, 

Despite the rapidfire recitals of divorces by Walter, Lolly, Hedda, Jimmy 
and Sheilah, marriage did much better in Hollywood in 1947 than it did 
in 1946. There were nearly 10,000 less divorces than marriages during the 
otherwise fizzle year of 47. 

I’ve been. poring over records to find out what causes that. Cer. 
tainly neither picture scripts nor the private lives of those portraying the 
harrassed characters are responsible for this uplifting trend. 

Radio, maybe? Well, maybe. The private lives of radio stars show an 
amazingly high average of harmonious hitchings. In fact among the first 
15 Hooperatings, most of them comedians, I can’t find a*turrently unhappy 
marriage. Fibber and Molly, Benny and Mary, Allen and Portland, Burns 
and Allen, Harris and Fayé, the Hopes, Cantors, Crosbys, Bergens and 
Gardners—all seem to enjoy using the same mailbox and reading each 
others letters. 

The Perpetual Payoff a 

Could the almost continuous ‘flow of free goods and giveaways on radio 
programs be responsible in a measure for this uplifting trend? Is it true, 
as merchants contend, that gifts of jewelry, mink coats and mixmasters 
tend to keep couples from mixing with other couples? Is it true that all 
a comedian has to do is to mention some scarce item on his program only 
to be deluged with free samples of it by the next morning? And does the 
continuous flow of these treasures from the comedian to his wife tend to 
turn what would otherwise be a humdrum marriage into a perpetual sur- 
prise party? 

I took all these questions with me as I searched through newspaper 


| morgues, libraries, scripts. I am at present the fourth best informed man 


on the subject. The three others ahead of me are John Reddy, John 
Masterson and John Nelson, three Jacks from Gonzaga University. 

All three of the Jacks are happily married themselves, and they run the 
“Bride and Groom” program over ABC out of the Chapman Park hotel 
daily. In fact, life begins in the basement of the hotel-and works up 
from there. They’ve been arranging five marriages and honeymoons a 
week now for several years and will do so for the next 52 weeks at least, 
having just had their tab picked up for another year by Sterling Drugs. 

And One Extra for Leap Year 


They*don’t needle people into marriage just for the loot. They have 500 
applications a week and pick the five most likely to do the most good for 
marriage, the sponsors, donators and radio listeners. 

The listeners get all the vicarious thrills except the actual marriage 
ceremony. For that the couple and their party leave the hotel and go to 
a nearby chapel. Unlike a royal wedding in. Westminster Abbey no com- 
mentators accompany these kids to the altar rail. 

This should answer the chief beef which critics of the “everything 
stinks” school throw at programs like “Bride and Groom.” Indeed, bar- 
ring Paul Denis, of the N. Y. Post, there seems to be a conspiracy against 
this sort of daytime serial. , 

These critics hold that programs of this sort are in poor taste because 
they invade the privacy of marriage, despite the fact that the marriage 
itself, as I say, is performed in the privacy of a beautiful wedding chapel 
and not heard on the air. 

Yet, when Princess Elizabeth marries a penniless prince everyone throws 
his hat in the air and invades Westminster Abbey with a vulgarity that 
appalls even such veteran marriage-invaders as “Bride and Groom.” 


The Royal Trailer ‘is 

Pages in royal scrapbooks now prove that this invasion was the biggest 
since Eisenhower hit Normandy. Thirty-two microphonés invaded West- 
minster Abbey, 50 engineers participating. The newspapers gave it just 
as big a play as radio, with even the conservative New York Times giving 
the royal-wedding 17 columns. 

My checkers report there were a billion words in 17 languages written 
on the wedding. Personally, I don’t see any greater invasion of privacy 
to broadcasting the wedding of Suzy Glutz and Sammy Schmaltz on 
“Bride and Groom” than the wedding of Princess Elizabeth and Duke 
Philip in Westminster Abbey. 

As a matter of fact, it seems to me “Bride and Groom” is handled with 
a great deal more delicacy. Certainly fewer photographers hang from 
the chandeliers than at royal weddings. 

For instance, when a couple is chosen to appear on “Bride and Groom” 
the first thing told them is, “although this is a radio program, your mar- 
riage comes first and the program is secondary.” 

Every single detail of the program and ceremony is handled in this way. 
First of all, every expense attendant on the marriage is taken care of. 
The gifts total $2,000 daily. Such details as the bride’s gown, her bouquet, 
their clergyman, their love song and so forth, are all arranged to suit them 
and are paid for by the program. 

In addition to these hundred and one.details, the three Jacks have really 
tricd scrupulously to assist the couples in such things as finding jobs, locat- 
ing places to live, as well as trying to present them gifts which fit their 
circumstances and really give them a start in life. 

For example, “B & G” gives away a $2,000 house trailer every month 
and tries always to present it to the couple most in need of a home. 
The last one was given to an Army veteran blinded.in a Japanese prison 
camp. He had married his reader. 

Once a month a Kimball piano is given away and always to a bride or 
groom who plays the piano or plans to teach music. 

They Marry Mr. Hush 

The Jacks have got several houses and. apartments, quite a few jobs 
and a good many raises for their brides and grooms. One groom named 
Mickey Finn was an aspiring writer and they got him a jéb on “Truth 
or Consequences.” 

In addition to all these day-to-day things the program has done in- 
numerable miscellaneous kindnesses, such as presenting a $1,000 educa- 
tional fund to the first baby born to a “Bride and Groom” couple. The 
“B & G” boys replaced all the gifts of a young couple whose belongings 
were destroyed by fire. They sent some extra gifts to a groom who was 
stricken by polio. 

Rev. Alden Lee Hill of the Highland. Park Christian Church, who per- 
forms many of the marriages for the program, placed his honorariums 
from the show in a fund with which he adopted and is raising a war 
orphan. 

The various columnists and critics who have panned “Bride and Groom” 
for broadcasting the festivities attendant on a marriage have usually said 
that “nobody but a moron or an exhibitionist would be married on @ 
radio program.” 

Quelle Parlay! 

“Well, Frank,” says John Reddy by way of reply, “our grooms have in- 
cluded such ‘morons’ as Bert Lynn, an executive at Douglas Aircraft and © 
a Phi Beta Kappa from Western Reserve, and Albert Biaetti, a former 
professor at the University of Illinois and one of the scientists on the 
atomic bomb project at Oa« Ridge and Bikini. We have also had such 
“exhibitionists” as Joe McGehee, the marine who planted the first flag 
on Iwo Jima; Captain John Babel, a war ace who recently set a new 
transcontinental jet record, and Captain John Watts, who was awarded the 
se of Merit for inventing the Watts Portable testing unit for testing 

Ls »” 

All told, in two years on the air, 518 couples have been married on 
“Bride and Groom” with only three divorces, and 205 children have been 
born to couples married on the show. These couples have been given 4 
total of $1,036,000 in gifts and have flown a total of 400,000 miles on honey- 
moons without a single accident or mishap, including one honeymoon 
around the world. ; 

Why, the average Hollywood couple can't fly from Universal City 
to Palm Springs without a mishap, a spat or both. 


« ae eer t 
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Broadway | 


Jed Harris back from Coast. 

Caster Jean Fowler slated to turn 
roducer with “Collector’s Item. 

Irving Becker back and Mary 
March ahead of touring’ Burlesque. 

Freeman the hypnotist made his 
home-town debut aturday night at 
Carnegie’s Chamber hall, 

Max Youngstein, le Lion pub- 
ad chief, and his wife, yrose, have 
adopted a _week-old girl. 

Cynda Glenn, U.S. comedienne, 
slated to sail for Paris to star in 
the new “Folies Bergeres show. 

Harry Michalson, RKO Pathe 
prexy and head of RKO shorts 
sales, to the Coast for production 
huddles. : 

Mrs. Jack Kapp brought the chil- 
dren back east to school, leaving the 
Decca ee west to recoupe from 

irus ‘ 

i > F yn pub-ad topper Lynn Far- 
nol back at his desk this week 
after combo business-vacation trip 
to Florida. 

Elliot Paul’s next two novels op- 
tioned to James J. Geller, at present 
with Eagle Lion, who may do them 
away from that lot. 

Jay Richard Kennedy, film writer, 
in from the Coast to attend Gotham 
screenings of his Columbia film, “To 
the Ends of the Earth.” 

Ronalde, British singer, whistler 

and yodeller, making initial New 
York appearance in current Radio 
City Music Hall stage bill. 
* Joseph Hazen returns from the 
Coast over the weekend after a fort- 
night’s huddling with Hal Wallis, his 
pard in indie production. 


Paul Hollister, RKO’s national 


publicity director, on the Coast for | 


confabs with production executives. 
Will be back in two weeks. 

Boxing Writers Assn. to hold an- 
nual dinner tonight (21) 
pert’s taproom, where Nat Fleischer, 
editor of Ring mag, will be inducted 
as president. 


Michael O’Shea now a regular 
member of the Assn. of Theatrical 


gents and Managers, having com- 
pleted three years of press agent 
apprenticeship. 

Norman Krasna and Irving Berlin 
completed first draft of “Stars On 
My Shoulders” at La Quinta, Cali- 
fornia desert resort, for Rodgers & 
Hammerstein production. 

Maurice Dekobra, French novelist, 
scheduled to arrive Friday (23) 
aboard the De Grasse to discuss a 
deal for a dramatization of his story, 
“Paradise in Montparnasse.” 

Herman Levy, general counsel of 
the Theatre Owners of America, 
Named as a member of the Com- 
mittee on Review of the Code of the 
American Arbitration Assn. 

John Schram has completed re- 
visions of his “The Piper’s Song,” 
and the managerial team of Judith 
Abbott & Mary Mason is readying 
it for production on Broadway next 
fall. 

Danny Kaye arrives in N. Y. from 
the Coast Sunday (25) enroute to 
London for a month’s engagement at 
the Palladium. Early in March, he’s 
scheduled to play a hospital benefit 
in Dublin. 

Stuart Scheftel, chairman of the 
National Draft-Eisenhower League, 
is brother of Herbert Scheftel, 
prexy of Telenews Theatres, as well 
as husband of film actress Geraldine 
Fitzgerald. 


Al Margolies,. pub-ad topper for 
Alfred Hitchcock-Sidney Bernstein 
indie unit, due back from the Coast 
Saturday (24) after discussion of 
campaign’ on “Rope,” initial pic for 
Warner release. 

Barbara Anne Aaron, daughter of 
Metro assistant sales chief Eddie 
Aaron and member of the Eagle 
Lion homeoffice publicity staff, en- 
aged to Herbert S. Nusbaum, for- 
mer Metro attorney. 


Burns Mantle, retired critic of the 
N. Y. Daily News, who was critically 
ill at the Mary Immaculate hospital, 
Queens, L. I., is reported improved 
atid doctors may permit him to go 
home late this week. 

Jack Mehler, formerly with the 
Metro talent department in New 
York and more recently a legit pro- 
duction associate, returned Friday 
\46) from the Coast. He expects to 
line up a legit show deal this week. 


Dorothy MacFarland, the current 
do Annie in “Oklahoma!”, at the 
St. James, N. Y., gave a song recital 
Sunday (18) at Westport, Conn. The 
same morning, she was guest soloist 
at the Christ and Holy Trinity 
Church there. 





Panama 


By Stan Willis 

Ii-fated Palm Terrace Club will 
revert to a hotel, 
; 4€arl Horvay, stripper, scoring in 
fatured spot in Kelley's. 
tort’ Gilbert, emcee at Kelley’s 
or the past 15 years, ailing. 
acina’s, small cocktail lounge using 
merican acts (3), is doing only 
800d cocktail biz on Pacific side. 
‘Hector Downes, for past 30 years 
-- Outstanding figure in Panama 
wbad biz, planning to open a new 
istro in Lubbock, Tex. 
our Juanita LaBenton Skaters are 
ne town for three months’ swing, 
ter which they play Caracas, Rio, 
avana, and then on to Australia. 
eae S, Bill, Liebow’s club on the 
— ad Coast (Colon), regarded as 
umber one nitery spot this side of 


at Rup-| 
lof 





| by 


Miami. Boots McKenna production 
currently in. 

Mary Lee Kelley due in town, and 
will work out deal to swing her 
shows into the branch she is plotting 
for Caracas as a deal is cooking for 
the Copacabana Club there. 


Club Happyland, staffed strictly 
Cubans, is featuring the Oscar 
Moreno show, a dazzler from Hav- 
ana. Trade is off due to lack of 
American feature names and terrific 
competish of Kelley's and Hotel In- 
ternacional, who are waging a talent 
and show battle. 





Paris 
By Maxime de Beix 

John B. Nathan to Spain. 

Director Leon Poirier hurt 
North African motor crash. 

Ping (Mrs. Laudy L.) Lawrence 
bedded with yellow jaundice. 

Tennessee Williams gandering the 
niteries and working on a new play. 

John Weidt Ballet from Copen- 
hagen at the Pignalle, and preeming 
the ballet “Cellule.” 

Marcel Pagnol says he'll go to 
Canada this spring to make a pic- 
ture, “First Love.” 

Maurice Tourneur to make a pic- 
ture in Tahiti starring his new find, 
Christiane Souscotte. 

Torchsinger Marianne Oswald to 


in a 


publish altobiog titled “I Have Not} 


Learned How to Live.” 

Dodo Felton left in charge of the 
Lido show by Jean Pierre Guerin, 
while: latter is in the states. 

Actor Michel Vadet giving public 


lspeaking courses for clerics, be 
i tween mepearences at the Francaise. 


the 
his 
with 


son of 
héad, passed 
examination 


Miche 
Universal 
Opera 


Descombey, 
French 
dancing 


| honors. 





' 


John Graffis, information officer 

the U. S. Information Service, 
lecturing on “Cinema, American 
Version.” ; 

Ceilings on legit admission prices 
have been lifted. Every manager 
will now be permitted to write his 
own ticket. 

Bernard G. Aalderinck, prexy of 
the local Columbia subsid, has re- 
signed to return to the Metro con- 
tinental headquarters here as ad- 
ministrative supervisor. 

Critic Herve Lauwick nearly had 
a duel, first with playwright Roger 
Peyrefitte and then with producer 


Jacques Hebertot, on account of the | 


review he gave their play, “Le 


Prince des Neiges.” 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 

Majority of Aussie newspapers 
upped ad rates Jan. 1. 

Wirth’s Circus is off the road pres- 
ently and set for a run in Melbourne 

Scribe George Hart is handling 
both pix and radio for the Sydney 
Sun. 

Pie policy got off to a good start 
for the Fullefs at the Capitol, Perth, 
with “Jolson Story.” 

Doris Fritton is playing “The In- 
spector-General” at her Independent 
theatre, North Sydney. 

Tiny Douglas takes over the baton 
at the State, Sydney, for Greater 
Union. House is the key GUT 
cinema, 

Ernest Turnbull, Hoyts chief, in 
Melbourne for the reopening of the 
Regent. House was destroyed by 
fire some time ago. 

Bruce Newbery, Republic’s Far 
Eastern rep, due from Simgapore for 
local looksee. He may go to South 
Africa before going on to N. Y. 

Harry Watt has “Eureka Stockade” 
before the cameras now for Ealing. 
Unit is on location some 200 miles 
from Sydney. Chips Rafferty has 
the lead. 

Hal Houghton will be in charge of 
Paramount's exploitation dept. He'll 
work under Herman Flynn. He 
served with the U. S. Navy in nearby 
waters during the war. 








Copenhagen 

Dizzy Gillespie will play at the 
K. B. Hallen in February. 

“Liliom” playing at the small 
Riddersalen under new manager, 
Meyer Feigenberg. 

Helsingor Revue at the Nygade 
Theatre is the first winter revue in 
several years in Copenhagen. 

Glassalen is playing Ayn Rand’s 
“Night of January 16.” Will soon 
shift to “One Touch of Venus.” 

Norrebro theatre will play “Show 
Boat” this summer. . Operetta has 
never been shown in Denmark be- 
fore. 

Danish comedienne Liva Weel 
celebrated her 50th birthday .by 
starting a big provincial tour from 
‘Aalborg. 

“Oklahoma” will not be shown 
this year in Denmark. Valuta and 
staging problems were too hard to 
overcome. 

Criterion Film has bought another 
independent distrib firm, Interna- 
tional Pictures, which specialized in 
Goldwyn and Republic pix. Both 
firms have Noach & Birch as mana- 
gers, but will continue as separate 
firms. 

The newspaper Politiken’s yearly 
prize of 10,000 kroner went this 
year to: the young conductor, John 
Frandsen, who got his chance at the 
Royal Danish Theatre, when he re- 
placed a sick conductor, and scored 
a tremendous hit. 


London 


Agent Dave Marks in 
with serious throat malady. 

Toni Edgar Bruce returning to the 
stage after considerable absence due 
to illness contracted while playing 
with ENSA in India. . 

After six months’ absence, Vera 
Lynn returns to the air in new se- 
ries, in which she will talk for first 
time besides singing, starting Feb. 1. 

John Hollingsworth acting as con- 
ductor of Liverpool Philharmonic 
Orchestra while Sir Malcolm Sar- 
gent is suffering from chest trouble 

Lilian Duff, radio announcer and 
producer for the BBC, has joined 
Sir Alexander Korda to become 
liaison officer for heme and Overseas 


hospital 





| broadcasts of stars. 

| Robert Waithman, once U. S. cor- 
respondent for the News Chronicle, 
now acting as literary editor and 
|associate producer of the J. Arthur 
|Rank monthly review, “This Modern 
| Age.” 

| Leslie Henson, 
;}comes back into new radio series, 
i“It Goes to Show,” supported by 
Helen Hill, Gene Growley and Ken- 
way and Young, with Leslie Bridg- 
mont producing. 


stage comedian, 


Due to their outstanding success 
in Bert Montague’s pantomime, 
“Babes in the Wood,” at the Prin- 


eess, Irving Tishman’s Buster Shaver, 
with Olive, George and Charles, have 
} been booked by him for his next 
| Christmas pantomime. 


| Rona Anderson, spotted by J. 
\Arthur Rank Organization talent 
scout playing at the Glasgow Civic 
theatre, to appear in remake of 
|‘“Rome Express,” titled “Sleeping- 
Car to Venice,” in the role turned 


down by Anne Crawford. 

Tommy Trinder talking over five 
months provincial tour for General 
Theatres Corp. and Moss 


| after which he goes to 

| combined biz-holiday trip, expecting 
ito open in New York late in fall. 

| British National is to star Freda 
| Jackson in the evacuee child prob- 
jlem play, “No Room at the Inn,” in 
which she made a hit on tour and in 
London. Dan Birt will direct the 
production, a radio version of which 
was recently broadcast. 

George and Alfred Black are pre- 
senting the summer show at the 
Royal Opera House, Blackpool, 
which will be headed by Cheerful 
Charlie Chester. Henry Hall, who 
has recently given up touring vaude- 
ville with his band, has leased the 
Grand theatre for the summer sea- 
son, starring himself. 

Changeover in personnel of Arts 
Council of Great Britain is an- 
nounced. Retiring members are Sir 
Lewis Casson and Ivor Brown: Lord 
Esher and Sir Kenneth Clark have 
been reappointed for a term of five 
years, with newcomers Bronson Al- 
bery, Eric Linklater, Lac- Rosebery 
and Professor C. M. Bowra elected 
for three years. 


South Africa 
By Joe Hanson 

Ivor Novello’s “Perchance to 
Dream” a sellout at His Majesty’s, 
Johannesburg. 

Enrique Jorda. new conductor for 
Cape Town Symphony Orchestra, 
arrived from England. ~ t 

New broadcasting studio to cost 
$100,000 to be erected at Grahams- 
town, Eastern Province. ; 

Natal Univ. has offered to provide 
$400,000 to build theatre in Durban 
if suitable site is found. 

S. A. Broadeasting Corp. announce 
that experimental FM broadcasts 
will tart soon in Johannesburg. 

Beryl Sleigh, British songster 
blinded during war, to give stage 
and radio concerts in key cities. °* 

“Hansel & Gretel,” with all local 
talent, great success at City Hall, 
Cape Town, Albert Coates, conduc- 
toring. 

Pix doing better than average are 
“Monsieur Verdoux” (UA), “This 
Time for Keeps” (Metro) and “Night 
and Day” (WB). 

Enterprise’s “Body and Soul” re- 
leased on Metro circuit here, has in- 
terest for South Africa as Hazel 
Brooks, one of stars, was born in 
Cape Town 22 years ago. She's wife 
of Cedrie Gibbons, Metro art di- 


rector. 
Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 
Curly’s nitery has Patti Page and 
Phil Maraquin, 
Spike Jones here for single Sunday 
afternoon performance. 
Univ. of Minnesota Theatre pre- 
senting “Tom Sawyer.” 
Lesser St. Paul night spots going 








| back to amateur nights. 


Edyth Bush Little Theatre Players 
offering “Night Must Fall.” 

Mirth & Mack and “3 Deceivers” 
into Andy’s, with Joe Griffin. 

Burglars who broke into AFL 
Musicians club mafle off with $375. 

Minnesota Amus. Co. ‘Paramount 
circuit) taking Eagle Lion’s “T-Men” 
for all situations. 

A. Robbins among St, Paul Civic 
Opera company’s “Babes in Toyland” 
guest players this week. 


soring the Duke Ellington concert 
Jan. 21 at the Auditorium. 

Lucille & Eddie Roberts, mentalists- 
magicians, and Dona Mason, singer, 
into Hotel Radisson Flame Room, 

Sally Delaney, Hotel Nicollet Min- 


wed Richard J. Henderson, of Pensa- 
cola, Fla. . 

Don McNeill and his radio “Break- 
fast Club” set for Feb. 6 at the St. 
Paul Auditorium as Winter Carnival 
attraction. 

‘Bennie Berger and Ted Bolnick, 
indie circuit owners, joined Pioneers, 


national ‘organization of 25-year 
showmen. 

Art . Anderson, Warner’ Bros. 
branch manager, back on the job 


following his recovery from a major 
operation. 

Wil- 
and 


Transfer pick-up company to 
liam Alexander, a competitor, 
will retire. 





Vi 
Pabst has completed film work on 
“The Trial.” 
Hans Mueller, w.k. librettist, dom- 
iciled in Switzerland, coming to 





Empires | 
| with Val Parnell, starting March 5, | 
Africa for | 


Austria. 


istar, coming to Vienna. He turned 
| ballad singer. 
| Neue Schauspielhaus has turnéd 
| again to operetta, producing Farkas- 
| Katscheér’s “Wonder Bar.” 

Pa 1 Zsolnay Book Publishing Co 


|received permit to open business 
| here. Zsolnay lives in England. 
Soviet cultural films drawing 


much attention in Urania. 
first series of shorts from Russia 

H. Woelffl and A. Krebs wrote 
scenario for film on Don Juan being 
| produced by Standard. Karl Steurer 
| directed. 

Salzburg festival committee plans 
to sign Wilhelm Fuertwaengler for 
next season to direct Beethoven's 
“Fidelio.” 


nished first Alpine picture, “Cross 
On Mountain Top,” directed by Al- 
fred Benesch. 

Louis Trenker working 
newest film, “Rivals of the 
tains,” in the Dolomite 
South Carinthia. 

Salzburg Festival halls being used 
as film studios during winter. Hans 
Thimig is working on ‘“Maresi,” with 
book by Lernet Holenia. 

Standard Film is working on sce- 
nario based on life of Catherine 
Schratt, friend of late Emperor 
Franz Joseph. Book is by Hans 
Walbroek. Hans Effenberger will di- 


Chicago 


Katharine Hepburn 
Loyal Davis here. 


on his 
Moun- 
mountains, 





visiting Mrs. 


Fred Astaire opened four new 
dance studios here. 
The Joel McCreas (Frances Dee) 


spending a week here with her rela- 
tives. 

Bob Burns lingered in Chicago for 
several days on his way to fill a club 
date in Peru, Ind. 

John Hamilton, film character 
man, back from Rome and doing 
commercial film acting. 

Clark Dennis in to sub for the 
vacationing Jack Owens as vocalist 
on the “Breakfast Club.” 

Esther Williams, Dorothy Shay, 
Joan Caulfield, Donald O’Connor, 
Dean Martin, Jerry Lewis, Eddie Al- 


Phil Regan; headlined the News- 
paper Guild’s annual Page One Ball, 
Saturday (17). ' 


Dublin 


By Maxwell Sweeney 

Anew McMaster opens new pro- 
vincial tour this week. 

Film producer Michael Balcon ex- 
pected here on vacation. 

Alpho O'Reilly new scenic designer 
for Longford Producers. 

Patrick G. Murphy named drama 
tutor for: Irish Youth Organization. 





back from Ohio State Univ. next 


month. 


Dail (Congress) election. 

BBC drama chief Val Gielgud due 
here Jan. 23. Will lecture university 
students on radio drama. 


Tenor Joseph McLaughlin (Josef 


| Locke) inked for role in “My Wife's | 


Birthday” at Manchester studios. 
Eithne Dunne made her return to 
stage after birth of her daughter as 


pole Street.” 


Screen, resigned to take over similar 
chore with another fan 
Movie News. 

With book publishing booming, 
another new company, Goiden Eagle 
Books, has been formed here to han- 
dle works of all types. 

Maurice O’Kelly to London for 
testing in title role in film of “The 
*Vinslow Boy.” He played part in 
stage production here. 

Frank Purcell named to do gab- 
bing for new*Jayes Fluid sponsored 
radio show. 





With bingo legalized here again, 
Northwest Variety club has resumed 
Saturday night sessions. 





at the St. Paul Auditorium. | 
Univ. of Minnesota AVC is spoen- 


Publicity, Ltd. with Brendan 
as producer. 
French conductor Jean Martinon 


Edmond Appia, who is returning to 
Switzerland. 


nesota Terrace publicity director, to’ 


Charles E. McCarthy sold his Film | 


Hans Albers, onetime German film | 


This is | 


} 
Orbis Film Co. in Tyrol has fin- | 


bert, Victor Borge, Billy Vine and 


Playwright Lennox Robinson due | t 
| brother among five pairs of finalists 


lizabeth in “Th arretts Wim- | so 
oe 1G . ees See | broadcast initiating full-strength 20 
Desmond V. Rushton, editor of The | 


| 
magazine, | guests at the brass hat party given 
| tor Met singer Ezio Pinza afier his 


| Michel, joined with Marine Band in 
waxing a disc of Marines’ 


| Hollywood 





| Jane Harvey down with flu. 
| Franchot Tone downed by flu. | 
| Teresa Wright bedded with “Virus 


Edith Barrett divorcing , Vincent 
| Price. ‘ 
| Claude Binyon commuting to his 
| Lebeck Farm. ’ 
Herman Ruby up and around after 
his long illness. : 
Celeste Holm broke her leg ski- 
| ing at Sun Valley. 4 
Jim Luntzell opened his own indie 
/ad-publicity setup. 
| Dore Schary back at his desk after 
“Virus X” attack. 
Colette Lyons returned from New 
York for pic chores. 
Rudi Feld teaching Stage Design 
at L. A. City College. 
Annabella filed suit 
against Tyrone Power. 
| Otto Kruger prepping a trip east 
| to.consider legit offers. 





; 


for divorce 


| Playwright Phil Dunning ogling 
| production at 20th-Fox. 
| William Boyd organizing a rodeo 
| for showing in Honolulu. 

Bob Coleson home from the hos- 
pital after two operations. 

Clarence Brown in town after a 


three-month tour of Europe. 
Doug. Spencer, Ray Milland’s 
stand-in, underwent major surgery. 
Frank Rosenberg returned to his 


producer desk after a battle with flu. 

Actress-singer Mafy ‘Hatcher. in 
from New York to work at Para- 
mount. 

William Scully in from New York 
for sales confabs at Universal-Inter- 
national. 

Bette Davis ordered to pay $1,500 
to Mrs. Bessie Downs, a nurse she 
discharged 

Huntz Hall and Gabe Dell, former 
Dead End Kids, went into the used 


car business. 
| William Pereira in 
ito ready production 
| Roses” at RKO. 

Al Margolies in for a week to co- 
ordinate Transatlantic Pictures af- 
fairs at Warners, 

Jimmy Durante checked out of the 
| hospital and left for an undisclosed 

spot to recuperate. 
| Karl Kruger to South Bend, Ind. 
| to confer with Notre Dame authorie 
| ties on a football picture. 

Bing Crosby recovered sufficiently 
i from his flu attack to make added 
; scenes in “A Connecticut Yankee.” 

William Guthrie, of Warners, sue- 
| ceeded Howard Horton as prexy of 
| the Motion Picture Location Man- 
agers Assn. 

Gabriel Curtiz, brother of Mike 
and assistant director at 20th-Fox 
| for five years, makes his first Amerie 
;can stage appearance Jan. 28 at Pasa- 
| dena Playhouse in “Made in Heaven.” 


from 
of 


England 


“Bed of 





| Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 











.| Tom Fordham, WB theatre district 


| manager in Erie territory, seriously 
| ailing. 

The Baron Elliotts, who were di- 
vorcing, have’ reconciled. He's the 
bandleader. : ; = 

Jackie Heller and: Phyllis Thal- 
| born, New York model, will be mare 
ried next month. 

Dave Lefton has folded his Cine- 
ma Distributing Co., popcorn-candy 
vendors for theatres. 

Harry Brown's “A Sound of Hunt- . 
ing” will follow “Another Part of 
the Forest” at the Playhouse. 

Jackie Wilson has quit his job at 
the AGVA : office ‘to become office 
chief for booker Georgie Claire. 

Fay & Gordon, Don Reid & Ann 
Marleau and .Kodell in the new 


| floor show at the Terrace Room. 


Mervyn Nelson closed at the Ca- 
rousel after two nights and Lou 
Seiler was rushed.in to replace him. 

Emil Braun, manager of the Gar- 
| den theatre, recovering at Allegheny 
|General hospital from major sur- 
gery. 

Al Golden, former Pittsburgher 
and co-author of “A Young Man’s 
| Fancy,” here to address the Drama 
| League. 
Ginny 





Reed, KQV p.a., and her 


in Viennese Waltz contest at Sym- 


Documentary films being used as | phony Ball. , 
propaganda for first time in Eire’s| 





.] 
Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 


Department of Agriculture spon- 
sored a special preem last week of 


| MOT’s “Teacher's Crisis.” 


WWDC - FM 
(Thur.) with a 


debuts 
special 


tomorrow 
two-hour 


kw power. 
Margaret Truman was among the 


concert here last week. 


Male singers of “Carousel,” headed 
by leading man and Navy vet Henry 


new 
marching song. 
Virginia Sale, 


unger sister of 
the late Chie 


, Stopped off to 


| visit novelist Theima Strabei whiie 


Biz handled by Radio |en route south on a national tour 


Smith 


with her “Americana” sketches. 


| Donald H. Cooper has been named 
| chief engineer of NBC's radio and 


“Ice Capades of 1948” set for its| here next month for season with Ra- television operations here, replacing 
annual visit Feb. 25,through March 2} dio,Symphony Orchestra, succeedii:g | late Albert E. Johnson, with Robert: 


| Terrell stepping up to Cooper's job 
as operations supervisor. 
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(8 A YEAR) 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP RODEOS 


‘PERSONAL APPEARANCES as Soldier's Field, Chicago + Lakeland, Florida 


STATE FAIRS: Dallas, Texas 
Indianapolis, Indiana » Phoenix, Arizona 


RADI 0 JIMMY WAKELY SHOW: Transcribed from Coast to Coast 
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